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PREFACE

A new view of the Royal Navy in eighteenth-century colonial America 
has recently emerged which promises to focus attention on a rather 
neglected topic. 1 Hitherto it has generally been assumed that naval policy 
for America was made in London, in contrast to policy in the east, which 
until 1772 at least was largely decided by the East India Company and its 
servants in India and only occasionally by Whitehall and the Admiralty. It 
now seems clear that vital strategic decisions touching America were taken, 
not only as a result of general political considerations within the ministry, 
but also as the result of the initiative of naval commanders serving on the 
periphery of empire. Naval officers in America, at least up to 1776, at times 
took crucial actions, without specific directives from the Admiralty, or 
urged changes in naval policy, which were taken up and affected substan 
tially the general deployment of naval resources. This view emphasizes as 
well the impact of the navy on aspects of colonial life, until now a matter 
little studied. That naval policy should have been formulated not only at 
home, ought not to be found altogether surprising, for this is precisely what 
an earlier generation of scholars discovered about the real nature of colonial 
American affairs in general.

Naval forces in America until 1745, when a significant change in policy 
occurred, were very few. From 1713 to 1745 a few frigates were stationed, 
not even on continuous service, at St. John's, Boston, New York and 
Charleston, and occasionally at Canso and Savannah. After the outbreak of 
war with Spain, and especially after the declaration of war on France in 
1744, several of the northern colonies outfitted their own vessels, in the 
absence of warships from England, to defend their coasts. Yet in 1745 the 
admiralty established a North American squadron, based firstly at 
Louisbourg, after the great fortress on Cape Breton island fell to New 
England forces. Events at Louisbourg led in time to the building after 1759

1 See especially William Alexander Binny Douglas, 'Nova Scotia and the Royal Navy 
1713-1766' (impubl. Ph.D. thesis, Queen's Univ., 1974), and Neil R. Stout, The Royal Navy 
in America: A study of enforcement of British colonial policy In the era of the American 
Revolution (Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 1973), a revision of his 1962 Ph.D. 
dissertation at the University of Wisconsin. All of us are deeply indebted to the pioneering 
work of Gerald S. Graham. See especially his 'The Naval Defence of British North America 
1739-1763', Royal Historical Society, Transactions, 4th series, Vol. XXX (1948), pp. 95-
110.

vn



viii THE WARREN PAPERS

of a naval base, the first in America, at Halifax. Before 1745 parliamentary 
expenditures, both naval and military, for the defence of the American 
colonies, were insignificant. With the capture of Louisbourg and its after 
math, financial demands even in years of peace became enormous and, for 
America, unprecedented.

Of pivotal importance in defining the navy's role in America, at this time, 
were the suggestions advanced by Captain (later Vice-Admiral Sir) Peter 
Warren (1703-52). Unquestionably one of the most interesting figures in 
the annals of the navy before Nelson, he is still relatively unknown to naval 
historians, and his contribution generally unrecognized. 1 This is perhaps un 
derstandable for he was implicated in no memorable fiasco as was Sir 
Hovendon Walker in the St. Lawrence in 1711 or Edward Vernon at Car 
tagena in 1741. 2 He made no round-the-world voyage as did Anson between 
1740-4,3 nor did he destroy great squadrons of the enemy in notable sea 
battles, a feat twice achieved by Edward Hawke. Yet to his contemporaries 
he was the equal of Vernon, Anson and Hawke, a fame derived from his 
success at Louisbourg in 1745 and with Anson at the battle off Cape 
Ortegal in May 1747. When war ended in 1748 he was senior officer afloat 
in command of the Western Squadron, with Hawke under him and sup 
ported by the Dutch auxiliary squadron commanded by Vice-Admiral 
Scrijver.

Despite these solid achievements in home waters, Warren's contributions 
to the role of the navy in America were the most novel and permanent. His 
wide experience of the colonies, his marital ties and his economic interests 
there developed in him an unusually profound understanding of and deep 
sympathy for the aspirations of the northern colonies in particular. It was 
there that his most original ideas, some remarkably prescient, were given 
voice. His strategic thinking about America was significantly broader and 
more penetrating than that of any of his fellow naval officers. Though a few 
others in America, notably George Clarke, lieutenant governor of New 
York, and William Shirley, governor of Massachusetts, shared many of his 
views and stimulated some of them, Warren himself was almost alone

1 See my The Enterprising Admiral: The Personal Fortune of Admiral Sir Peter Warren 
(Montreal and London: McGill-Queen's Univ. Press, 1974), a revision of a 1971 D.Phil, 
thesis at the University of Oxford. Two notable exceptions among naval historians who have 
written usefully about Warren are Sir Herbert W. Richmond, The Navy in the War of 
1739-1748 (3 vols.; Cambridge: 1920) and Ruddock Mackay, Admiral Hawke (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1965).

2 See B. McL. Ranft, ed., The Vernon Papers (London: Navy Records Society, Vol. 99, 
1958).

3 See Glyndwr Williams, ed., Documents relating to Anson's Voyage round the World, 
1740-1744 (London: Navy Records Society, Vol. 109, 1967).
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among his English contemporaries, until 1745-6, in correctly identifying the 
real importance of North America in British naval strategy.

Warren's American concerns are, by contrast, well known to historians 
of colonial America. Two earlier attempts, both uncompleted, were made to 
write his biography. 1 Some concern has been shown for his New York 
political interests. 2 But it was his role in the 1745 siege of Louisbourg, the 
impressive French fortress built on Cape Breton, and the planned invasion 
of Canada in 1746 that have attracted most attention. 3 A number of his 
letters, especially relating to the siege, have already been printed elsewhere, 
so that for a balanced picture of his contribution they must be consulted 
alongside those in this Navy Records Society edition.

No documents from these earlier editions are reprinted here, for this 
collection is comprised, as far as it is known, only of documents hitherto un 
published.4 References are made to correspondence already published.

The documents,4 a mixture of official and private correspondence, focus 
on Warren's North American experiences. They reflect not just his strategic 
concerns and the practical problems associated with the deployment of the 
naval forces under his command. They also treat partially of his involvement 
in trade, contrary to orders, his concern for prize money the 'chief attraction 
of the naval service',5 and his political ambitions in America, which involved 
him in detailed negotiations with the governor of New York, Admiral 
George Clinton. This has been done in the belief that the 'interplay of the 
naval service with society and government, in peace as well as in war, can 
tell us more not only about the institutions of the period generally, but about 
the navy itself, than studies restricted to the campaigns and battles of the 
eighteenth century'.6

A number of observation must be made about the choice and actual

1 By Thomas A. Janvier and Horace Lyman Weeks, whose notes are in the Houghton 
Library, Harvard University and the manuscripts division of the New York Public Library 
respectively.

2 Especially Stanley Nider Katz, Newcastle's New York: Anglo-American Politics 
1732-1753 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Univ. Press, 1968).

3 In particular see J. S. McLennan, Louisbourg from its Foundation to its Fall (London: 
Macmillan, 1918), and G. A. Rawlyk, Yankees at Louisbourg (Orono: Univ. of Maine Press, 
1967).

4 The documents relating to the 1750 appeal case of the prize Notre Dame de la 
Deliverance are an exception. The law required that such documents, in appeal cases before 
the High Court of Admiralty, be printed; but as these documents are so rare, it was thought 
useful to reprint some of them here.

5 Daniel A. Baugh, British Naval Administration in the Age of Walpole (Princeton: 
Princeton Univ. Press, 1965), p. 112.

6 W. A. B. Douglas, The Royal Navy and Louisbourg 1744—1760', in Papers and 
Abstracts for a Symposium on fie Royale during the French Regime (Ottawa: History 
Division, National Museum of Man, 1972), p. 77.
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form of the documents appearing in this edition. Most items are letters 
either to or from Warren, though some, where Warren is prominently men 
tioned, have also been printed. Perhaps four-fifths of the documents are 
concerned either with the 1745 siege of Louisbourg and its aftermath, or 
with the proposed conquest of Canada in 1746. There are no literary gems 
here, for the language employed by Warren and his correspondents was 
quite typical of the relatively illiterate official communications of the day. 
Spelling and punctuation have been modernized, though some archaic 
words, and infelicitous phrases have been retained. Old style dating is 
employed throughout, unless otherwise indicated. 1 Words in brackets 
denote editorial emendations. All complimentary endings to letters have 
been omitted, while the form of all dates has been made standard.

Most of those mentioned in the documents are identified in a biographical 
directory at the end of the volume.

For permission to consult and publish documents grateful thanks are due 
to the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office for Crown-copyright 
material from the Public Record Office; to the trustees of the National 
Maritime Museum, British Museum, the Bedford Estate, the Clements 
Library at the University of Michigan, the Henry E. Huntington Library 
and Art Gallery at San Marino, the New York Public Library, New-York 
Historical Society, the Massachusetts Historical Society, the Baker Library 
at Harvard University, the Sussex Archaeological Society at Lewes; and to 
Viscount Gage, the owner of the manuscripts in the Society's possession; to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Archives Division and Supreme 
Judicial Court, County of Suffolk); to the State Education Department of 
the New York State Library at Albany; and finally to Victor Montagu, Esq.

Special thanks are due also to those who have helped in the preparation 
of the book at different stages: to my research and editorial assistants, es 
pecially Rosemary Shipley, Angela Devlin and Molly Pepper; for help with 
the biographical directory, Mrs. Katherine A. Kellock, C. A. Myrans, and 
the editorial staff of the Dictionary of Canadian Biography; for details of 
French trade to Quebec in 1746, Professor James Pritchard; and for many 
valuable suggestions on the entire text, Commander W. A. B. Douglas, C.D., 
R.C.N. (Ret.), who heads the Directorate of History of the National Defence 
Headquarters in Ottawa. The maps were prepared by Carol Ulmann of the 
Department of Geography, University of Ottawa. Finally I wish to make 
special mention of the Hon. David Erskine, M.A., until 1973 the Honourary 
Secretary of the Navy Records Society, for his steadfast interest in the pro 
ject since its inception in 1968, and of Mr. A. N. Ryan, M.A., who as

1 Until 1752, when Great Britain adopted a reform of its calendar, the first day of the new 
year was 25 March, and dates were eleven days behind the reformed or 4 New Style' calendar.
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Honorary Secretary (Editorial) saw the manuscript through its final stage. 
For financial support to underwrite much of the cost of research and 

preparation of the manuscript I am greatly indebted to the Canada Council 
and the University of Ottawa. The Council of the Navy. Records Society is 
pleased to acknowledge that the book has been published with the help of a 
grant from the Social Science Research Council of Canada, using funds 
provided by the Canada Council.

JULIAN GWYN 
Ottawa, Canada 
December, 1973
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INTRODUCTION 

I

Peter Warren, like several important officers of the Royal Navy of his 
day, was of Irish ancestry. Born in the midst of war in 1703 or 1704, of 
Anglo-Irish Catholic parents in County Meath, he was the third son and 
youngest child. 1 His father, formerly an officer in James II's army, lived 
until his death in 1712 on his modest estate, restored to him in 1692 after 
the capitulation of Limerick. His mother was the only daughter of Sir 
Christopher Aylmer, first Baronet of Balrath, a Jacobite. Her brother, Ad 
miral Matthew Aylmer (created Baron Aylmer in 1718), had opted for 
protestantism and had made a distinguished career. 2 Admiral Aylmer's 
patronage and that of his son-in-law, Admiral Sir John Norris,3 were called 
upon when it was decided that Peter Warren should follow his eldest 
brother, Oliver, to sea.4

He entered the navy at Dublin in 1716 on board the Rye (30 guns). 5 
Stationed at first in the Irish Sea, he later spent much of his early service in 
the West Indies. He passed his examination in December 1721,6 and was 
promoted lieutenant in January 1723 on the West African coast, upon the 
death of one of his officers. 7 In 1726 on the Falkland (50 guns), on the 
death of his captain, Warren, as senior lieutenant, assumed command. He 
took post a year later as captain of the Grafton (70 guns), the promotion 
being made at Copenhagen by Admiral Norris, then in command of the 
Baltic squadron.8 Thus Warren's valuable connections had not only

1 The parish of his birth was Knockmark, the records for which were destroyed during the 
1798 rebellion. He died in July 1752 aged 48. Dublin Gazette, No. 205, 1-4 Aug. 1752.

2 See Sir Fenton J. Aylmer, TheAylmers of Ireland (London: Mitchell, Hughes & Clarke, 
1931), pp. 168-95.

3 See D. D. Aldridge, 'Admiral Sir John Norris 1670 (or 1671)-1749 ...', The Mariner's 
Mirror, Vol. 51 (April, 1965), pp. 173-83.

4 Oliver died in 1724.
5 18 April 1716, PRO, ADM/33/307, Rye's pay book.
6 5 Dec. 1721, PRO, ADM/107/3, p. 112.
7 Julian Gwyn, 'An Incident on the Grain Coast, 1722', The Manner's Mirror, Vol. 56 

(August, 1970), p. 315-25.
8 The former captain of the Grafton, Edward Vernon, had been selected by Norris to carry 

an address of loyalty from the entire squadron to George II, upon news of his accession. 
Vernon's biographers have missed this episode and wrongly believe that he continued in 
command of the Grafton. See Vernon to Burchett, 4 Aug. 1727, PRO, ADM/1/2624.
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facilitated his entry into the navy but had brought him a crucial advance 
ment at the early age of twenty-four.

This same patronage kept him regularly employed in years of peace when 
many officers had to be content with half-pay. From the Baltic he was 
transferred to Gibraltar under Sir Charles Wager in 1727-8. He again 
served under Wager in the Leopard (50 guns) at Spithead in 1729. He had a 
second tour in the same ship in 1734-5, but this time served under Norris at 
Lisbon. 1 For the most part Warren served in independent command. In 
1728 in the Solebay (20 guns) he carried to Vera Cruz the news of the peace 
preliminaries between Great Britain and Spain, and negotiated the release of 
South Sea Company ships held there. Between 1730 and 1732 he com 
manded the Solebay on the New York and South Carolina stations, and 
from 1736 to 1741 the Squirrel (20 guns) at Boston [No: 1]. This quiet life 
was disturbed only briefly in 1737 with the threat of a Spanish attack upon 
Georgia and South Carolina [Nos. 2-4], and the need to report on the state 
of the fisheries at Canso, N.S. [No. 8].

The outbreak of war with Spain in 1739 [No. 7] proved in time to be a 
marvellous windfall for him. At the outset he was just one of many un 
distinguished officers, yet by 1748 he was, with Anson and Hawke, one of 
the most successful, most honoured and richest naval figures to emerge 
from the ten years of campaigning. His war experience fell into two phases, 
the first from 1739 to 1745 when he developed his fighting skills and ad 
vanced his fortune on a modest scale as a prize hunter, and secondly from 
1745 to 1748 when he achieved recognition from the admiralty, was given 
high command and acquired great wealth. At first he was involved in the in 
glorious siege of St. Augustine, Florida in 1740 [Nos. 10-22]. To him the 
affair was 'ill-concerted and worse conducted'. He added, 'I hope I shall 
never have any part in such an expedition again' [No. 22]. From Florida he 
eventually went to Jamaica to serve under Vernon, who thought him an 'ac 
tive good officer'. 2

Official recognition came more slowly. In 1742 the Admiralty adopted his 
suggestion of employing ships on North American stations in the West In 
dies in the winter months [No. 25]. He was to command the first such 
squadron to be established in the Leeward Islands. Until the spring of 1745 
he spent his summers on the New York coast and the winters at Barbados 
or Antigua. There his biggest coup came in 1744 at the outbreak of war 
with France when his squadron took many French prizes. The result was a

1 At Lisbon he resigned his command for private reasons; and Norris at once promoted 
his son, Richard, then aged 19, to command in Warren's place. See Norris' journal, 17 Oct. 
1735, Norris Papers, BM, Addit. MSS. 28130, fol. 141-2.

2 Vernon to Burchett, 31 Oct. 1741, PRO, ADM/1/233, p. 49.
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substantial increase in his fortune, some publicity at home and the tem 
porary discomfiture of the new enemy. 1

II

It was however in American waters, not in the West Indies, that his great 
opportunity arose. In January 1745 Massachusetts had committed itself to 
carry out an assault on Louisbourg, the huge fortress the French had 
constructed on the inhospitable shores of Cape Breton (lie Royale). Gover 
nor Shirley asked Warren to send warships from Antigua to help convoy 
the troops raised in New England and to blockade Louisbourg harbour 
[No. 45]. This important request Warren felt obliged at first to refuse, even 
though in 1743 and 1744 he had told the Admiralty that 'nothing could be a 
greater acquisition to Great Britain and its dominions than dispossessing 
the French of Cape Breton and Quebec, by which the whole fur and fish 
trade would be in our hands' [Nos. 30, 34]. The expedition had not been 
sanctioned by the ministry, while Warren himself would not risk denuding 
the Leeward Islands of naval protection at the very moment when a French 
squadron was expected at Martinique [Nos. 47-48]. Two weeks later, in 
March 1745, he received new orders commanding him to form a new 
American squadron from the ships normally stationed north of Carolina. 
He was given broad authority to 'attack and distress the enemy in their 
settlements, and annoy their fishery and commerce'. He sailed directly to 
Canso with three ships: Superbe (60 guns), Launceston (44 guns) and Mer 
maid (44 guns), which occasioned a disagreeable dispute with Captain 
Charles Knowles [Nos. 49-59]. 2

As Warren made the 2,000 mile passage northwards his doubts about the 
possibility of success at Louisbourg were considerable [Nos. 62-63]. 
Warren had wanted an expeditionary force composed of British regulars 
with a suitable artillery train supported by colonial levies and protected by 
an adequate squadron. Shirley's force fell far short of this; and that was at 
the heart of Warren's anxiety throughout the siege. The New England force, 
at the outset consisting of some 3,000 untrained volunteers, had little ar 
tillery and was led by a merchant and politician, William Pepperrell. 3 It was

1 The Gentleman's Magazine, August 1744, p. 424; Corbett to Capt. Charles Knowles, 18 
Aug. 1744, PRO, ADM/2/484, p. 196. For a list of the prizes see PRO, ADM/1/2007 
(Capt. Knowles's letters). For list of vessels taken and condemned at Antigua from 1740 to 
May 1746, see PRO, ADM/1/3881.

2 The Admiralty approved Warren's actions [No. 89].
3 Warren had stayed with Pepperrell for several weeks in 1741. See Benjamin Colman to 

Pepperrell, 21 Sept. 1745, Belknap Papers, 61.B., MHS for reference to their discussion at 
that time of the possibility of jointly leading an attack on Louisbourg. For Pepperrell see 
Byron Fairchild, Messrs. William Pepperrell: Merchants at Piscataqua (Ithaca: Cornell 
Univ. Press, 1954).
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at first protected by perhaps a dozen colonial vessels, few of which carried 
more than a dozen carriage guns, though captained generally by men both 
brave and resourceful. All these vessels came under Warren's command as 
soon as he reached Canso on 23 April, where he found the expeditionary 
force preparing for the landing on Cape Breton island.

The task facing Warren and Pepperrell was formidable. The fortifications 
at Louisbourg, to the untrained eye, were imposing. The town looked out 
into a large harbour and was protected on the landward side by two 
bastions and two demi-bastions, with a ditch, covertway and glacis. A cur 
tain wall ran the full three-quarters of a mile connecting these bastions, with 
one end anchored on the rocky ocean shore and the other on the harbour 
side. The harbour mouth was almost a mile across and the channel between 
ten and twelve fathoms deep. Yet it was amply protected by a 36-gun 
battery on an island near the middle and by numerous scarcely submerged 
reefs which effectively reduced the passage by a half. If a hostile force 
should manage to force a passage into the harbour it would immediately 
have come under fire from 42-pounders located in an isolated battery 
(Grand Battery) on the mainland about one mile northeast of the town, and 
commanding not only the harbour's entrance, but every part of the harbour 
itself The garrison consisted of about some 560 regulars and perhaps as 
many as 900 militia.

Warren's overriding concern was his fear that the siege might have to be 
lifted should there arrive off Louisbourg a French squadron more powerful 
than his own. 1 His fears were not entirely groundless for the only 
precautions taken by the ministre de la marine, Maurepas, in January was 
to send the Renommee (32 guns) to Louisbourg, and later order the out 
fitting of the Vigilant (64 guns). Renommee, because of ice conditions, was 
unable to enter Louisbourg harbour late in March; and when later chased 
by New England vessels, she had returned to France. The Vigilant was 
taken by Warren's squadron on 20 May [Nos. 86, 118]. In mid-July 
Maurepas sent, under command of Perier de Salvert, a small squadron 
which got no further than the coast of Newfoundland. After taking a 
number of American merchant ships in its passage, the squadron returned 
home, reaching Brest on 12 October [Nos. 148, 155-6, 161, 163, 165, 180].

Of almost equal concern to Warren was the prospect of French supply 
ships slipping through his blockade to aid the garrison, a real possibility on a

1 Neither his withdrawal from Antigua nor his intended destination seems to have been 
detected by the French at Martinique until mid-April. On 20 April 1745 (N.S.) Martin de 
Poinsable wrote to Maurepas about Warren's move, Archives nationales, C 8A 56, fol. 375-6. 
Earlier a duplicate of Shirley's letter to Warren of 29 Jan. 1744/5 [No. 45] had been cap 
tured when a New England vessel had been made a prize. Thus the French authorities were 
well-placed to intervene decisively to preserve Louisbourg from capture.
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part of the coast where a fog bank for days at a time lies across the harbour 
or just a few miles off the entrance. In fact only a couple of insignificant 
vessels managed to get supplies to the French, while numerous prizes were 
taken by Warren's squadron.

With these fears constantly gnawing at him, Warren threw himself 
energetically into the fray. He was not content to limit himself to the dis 
position of his squadron, but as a largely absentee-member of Pepperrell's 
council of war, he prepared four successive plans for taking the town. Each 
envisaged a joint land-sea operation involving a simultaneous storming of 
the town, while the squadron fought its way into the harbour. None of these 
plans was adopted. Late in May, when his third plan had been un 
ceremoniously set aside by the New Englanders, Warren's irritation spilled 
over into a letter to Pepperrell. 'I am sorry', he complained, 'no plan of 
mine, though approved by all my captains, has been so fortunate as to meet 
with your approbation, or have any weight with you. I flatter myself, from 
the little knowledge I have endeavoured to acquire in military affairs, my 
advice singly would have had some influence in the conduct of the present 
expedition.' 1 His advice then and at other times was resented by some of the 
New Englanders, out of sheer frustration, for as May wore on sickness 
began to reduce their numbers. By contrast Warren's strength grew. At the 
outset of the siege the three ships he had brought from Antigua were joined 
by the Eltham (44 guns) and the Bien Aime (24 guns) from New England. 
The French warship, Vigilant (64 guns) was taken on the night of 20 May 
and added to his line of battle [No. 83]. A few days later reinforcements 
from England began to arrive: the Princess Mary (60 guns), Hector (44 
guns), Chester (50 guns), Sunderland (60 guns) and Canterbury (60 guns) 
[Nos. 64-5]. His squadron was completed with the appearance of the Lark 
(44 guns), which he had summoned from her station off Newfoundland. By 
10 June he commanded the largest British squadron in North American 
waters since 1711, when Rear-Admiral Hovendon Walker's2 expeditionary 
force had gathered off Cape Breton to sail up the St. Lawrence and attack 
Quebec [Nos. 115-16].

By this time the New Englanders had bombarded the city with great 
effect for many days, much of the artillery having been supplied by the 
French defenders themselves, when they had abandoned the Grand Battery, 
outside the walls of Louisbourg, without having spiked the guns effectively. 
The New Englanders, with great spirit, had also erected a battery at the 
mouth of the harbour and soon rendered the Island Battery, guarding the

1 Warren to Pepperrell, 29 May 1745. For text see Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Collections, 1st series, Vol. I (Boston: 1806), p. 36.

2 Gerald S. Graham, ed., The Walker Expedition to Quebec, 1711 (London: The Navy 
Records Society, Vol. 94, 1953).



xxii THE WARREN PAPERS

harbour's entrance, useless. Plans were then coordinated between Pepperrell 
and Warren for the final assault [Nos. 111-12, 114-15, 118]. Warren went 
ashore and addressed the assembled troops, saying 'he'd rather leave his 
body at Louisbourg than not take the city'. 1

Warren and the New Englanders were denied their heroic moment, for the 
defenders sued for terms. By the treaty of Louisbourg,2 the population of 
the island of Cape Breton and lie St. Jean were to be removed, not to 
Canada as they asked, but to France, at the expense of the British 
government. They were allowed to take with them all their moveable effects, 
to the understandable disgust of many New Englanders, whose principal 
motive in enlisting had been the prospect of plunder. 3 The garrison was 
granted the honours of war, and marched from the fortress with their arms 
and colours.

Ill

The end of the siege brought Warren into almost daily contact with 
Pepperrell and his council, while the New England militiamen and British 
sailors mingled together in the town, and not without discord. Until the 
king's wishes were known, Pepperrell acted as governor, though many dis 
patches were sent to London and to the American colonial governors under 
Pepperrell's and Warren's joint signatures.

Warren was busied with a number of pressing concerns. The first task 
was the removal of the French inhabitants and garrison. The Launceston 
was stripped of all but two of her guns, and extra cabins were built for the 
French officers and their families [No. 128]. On 3 July she sailed with some 
1,200 souls for Rochefort, under escort of the Lark.

Once this was done Warren helped to organize the collection of sufficient 
fuel for the winter. Gangs of men, drawn from among his seamen and the 
soldiers, set out in a dozen small vessels to cut firewood, split and stack it.4

An equally important task was the repair of the town and fortifications. 
Though this chiefly concerned the New Englanders, Warren felt obliged at 
least on one occasion to write critically to Pepperrell about what he believed 
were the council's interminable discussions of trivialities, and the conse-

1 Samuel Abbott Green, ed., *A Diary Kept by Dudley Bradstreet at the Siege of 
Louisbourg', Massachusetts Historical Society, Proceedings, 2nd series, Vol. XI (June,
1897), pp.

2 See the 'Terms of Capitulation' in Charles Henry Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of 
William Shirley, Governor of Massachusetts and Military Commander in America, 1731— 
1760 (2 vols.; New York: 1919), Vol. I, pp. 239n-41n.

3 Rawlyk, Yankees at Louisbourg, p. 150.
4 Louisbourg fuel account book, Warren Papers, Vol. II, WLCL.
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quent neglect of the 'safety of this garrison'. 1 Despite denials of lethargy 
from Pepperrell,2 Warren had much to complain of, for, according to Com 
modore Knowles, his successor at Louisbourg, the fortress was still by June 
1746 in a serious state of disrepair [No. 249]. As it was Pepperrell's council 
set dozens of carpenters and masons and a small army of labourers to work 
on the ruined west gate, the Grand and Island batteries and the repair of 
roofs and chimneys throughout the town. 3 The Launcestorfs guns were 
dragged from the quayside and hoisted into place on the ramparts. Orders 
went out to New England for the immediate supply of great quantities of 
window panes, pine and oak boards and planks, spikes and nails, bricks and 
mortar, and every sort of hand tool. As Pepperrell and Warren foresaw the 
need for a British garrison at Louisbourg much larger than the French had 
been satisfied with, they ordered the erection of new barracks to accom 
modate 700 men.

Warren's principal concern was the effective disposal of his squadron. 
The Lark, after escorting the Launceston for some distance to sea, was to 
return to her station at Newfoundland. The Superbe and Wager were sent 
to cruise against privateers as far south as Virginia. The Hector, Eltham, 
Bien Aime and Molineux transported prisoners to Boston for repatriation to 
France. The Boston Packet kept watch on the vessels gathering fuel. The 
Tartar and Resolution were sent on an abortive expedition to make 
prisoners of the Acadians at Baie Verte. Several colonial vessels were dis 
charged, while the defence of Louisbourg was entrusted to the Vigilant, 
Sunderland, Canterbury and Princess Mary. These were ordered to fly 
French colours, as was the fortress Louisbourg itself and the island battery. 
Warren's hope was to lure unsuspecting French shipping into the harbour. 
In this design he was remarkably successful. To the nine prizes taken during 
the siege itself the squadron added the St. Francois Xavier on 18 June, with 
a cargo of wine, brandy, soap, vinegar, oil and cloth.4 She had sailed right to 
the harbour's mouth before the Chester was towed out to make her a prize. 
A month later one of the colonial vessels brought in a schooner from 
Quebec laden with flour and other provisions. Then a few days later an East 
India vessel, Charmante (26 guns) was taken without any loss of life or in 
jury.5 A week later another East India ship, the Heron (24 guns) was made a

1 Warren to Pepperrell, 16 July 1745, Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th 
series, Vol. X (Boston: 1896), pp. 327-9.

2 Pepperrell to Warren, 18 July 1745, ibid., pp. 333-5. Even after Warren received notice 
of his appointment as governor of Louisbourg, in September 1745, he was unable to ac 
complish much more than had Pepperrell before him.

3 Details taken from Louisbourg account books, Warren Papers, Vols. I-II, WLCL. 
* 4 Xavier: 250 tons, 100,200 pieces of eight. It was commissioned by Warren as the 
Louisbourg Fireship, for which the navy board paid £800.

5 Charmante: 380 tons, 109 men, with merchandize including 111,348 Ibs. of pepper.
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prize with as little effort. 1 The very next day the Noire Dame de la 
Deliverance (36 guns) fell victim to Warren's ruse.2 She was the richest of 
all, with a cargo of bullion, cocoa, Peruvian wool and quinine.

Thus Louisbourg, which but a few months earlier had been the cause of 
so much anxiety on his part, had been the occasion both of making a con 
siderable fortune and of bringing him to prominence not only in the colonies 
but also, where it mattered to an ambitious officer, at home.

When Louisbourg had fallen Warren had sent the great news to England 
by the hand of Captain William Montagu [No. 126], the younger brother of 
the Earl of Sandwich. Montagu's news caused a great sensation. For a fort 
night the name of Louisbourg was on everyone's lips, only to be suddenly 
supplanted by the incredible news of the Young Pretender's landing in 
Scotland. There were bonfires in celebration, the Tower guns were fired, 
poems and broadsheets were published, loyal greetings drafted, and public 
houses renamed. 3 Warren became a hero, while his behaviour was contrasted 
with those unfortunates implicated in the endless courts martial which fol 
lowed the inglorious affair off Toulon in February 1744, when a French 
squadron managed to escape the English. The news helped shift attention 
from the continent, where in May the Pragmatic army, with Dutch, Austrian 
and British contingents, had been bested at Fontenoy. For the first time 
American affairs commanded widespread attention in England.

The popular acclaim greatly surprised the politicians. The king, then in 
Hanover, expressed his 'highest satisfaction'.4 Carteret (by then the Earl of 
Granville) spoke of the 'first opening ... of the Dawn of Glory'. 5 Pitt called 
it a 'national success',6 and advised Pelham never to restore Cape Breton to 
the French. Bedford and Sandwich were of the same mind. Pelham, unsym 
pathetic to the war and deeply concerned with its spiralling cost, considered 
it a serious obstacle to peace. Newcastle and his chief advisor, Lord 
Chancellor Hardwicke, were ambiguous in their reactions. They found the 
news not unwelcome for it brought them unexpected reflected glory and 
could serve as the basis of new enterprises in America, or it could act as a 
powerful lever to bring about peace.

1 Heron: 500 tons, 118 men, 250,847 Ibs. of pepper.
2 Noire Dame: 972,000 pieces of eight, 13,278 gold double doubloons, 291$ Ibs. of virgin 

silver, 65j Ibs. in gold bars, etc.
3 Louisbourg was 'the darling object of the whole nation ... ten times more popular than 

ever Gibraltar was', Chesterfield to Robert Trevor, 13 Aug. 1745, Trevor MSS. D/MH/50, 
Buckinghamshire Record Office.

4 Harrington to Bedford, 4/15 Aug. 1745, Bedford MS. Letters, Vol. X, No. 39.
5 Cited in Jack M. Sosin, 'Louisbourg and the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 1748', William 

and Mary Quarterly, 3rd series, Vol. XIV (October, 1957), p. 518.
6 Pitt to Bedford, 2 Aug. 1745, Bedford MS. Letters, Vol. X, No. 33. See also Pitt to 

Pelham, 17 Aug. 1745, Newcastle MSS. 447, Dept. of MSS., Univ. of Nottingham.
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The ministry's official reaction gratified Warren. He was made rear- 
admiral of the blue [Nos. 149, 166], which was his due for with John Byng, 
given his flag the same day, he stood at the top of the list of captains still ac 
tive in the service. 1 His appointment as governor of Cape Breton and its 
dependencies [No. 159], the commission for which arrived only in the 
spring of 1746, pleased him not at all [Nos. 164-7, 178, 180]. He begged to 
be relieved of the responsibility at once, pleading ill health with Anson and 
Sandwich, and his desire to serve at sea with Bedford and Newcastle.

His real thoughts were probably on retirement from the navy to some 
suitable employment in the colonies. In particular he eyed the governorship 
of New York, where he had already acquired important family and financial 
connections. Since 1742 he had openly suggested to the governor of New 
York, the well-connected Vice-Admiral George Clinton, that a suitable 
financial compensation could be arranged if the post was vacated in 
Warren's favour [No. 27]. On his passage to Louisbourg in 1745 he told 
Anson that a suitable 'retreat at America as governor would be more 
agreeable to me ... than being Lord High Admiral... for I take it not to be 
so slippery as that to which we aspire, in a military way, where though we 
soar very high, we seldom can support ourselves long' [No. 62]. A year later 
he told Corbett that to be named governor of New York 'is the height of my 
wishes and ambition' [No. 225]. In the meantime he had opened serious 
negotiations with Clinton to achieve that aim. The plan was to be carried 
out in two phases. He was first to be made governor of New Jersey upon the 
death of the aging Lewis Morris, and afterwards transferred to New York, 
when Clinton retired with the annuity provided by Warren [Nos. 155, 171, 
210, 225, 234-5, 237, 254, 333]. The scheme failed partly because 
Warren's talents were too much in demand as long as the war lasted, and so 
was never seriously considered for the New Jersey post, when it became 
vacant in 1746. It failed also because before Warren and Clinton came to an 
agreement, internal New York politics undermined the mutual trust the two 
admirals had hitherto shared. By 1748 Clinton firmly believed that Warren 
was a subtle intriguer who 'sticks at nothing for the sake of his own Interest 
and Friends, however, prejudicial to mine'.2 It thus transpired that the

1 Bedford, as first lord of the admiralty, often received anonymous correspondence. One 
such letter dated 16 Mar. 1744/5 inveighed against seniority as the sole test for promotion to 
flag rank, and named two captains who deserved promotion. Of one he remarked: 'Mr: 
P—— W——n Has given so many proofs of Great Tallents, and fitness to Command, that 
it wou'd be needless to take up your Grace's time to Enumerate his many good 
Qualifications'. Bedford MS. Letters, Vol. IX, No. 110.

2 The Letters and Papers of Cadwallader Colden, Collections of the New-York Historical 
Society for 1919 (New York: 1920), Vol. Ill, p. 364. Details of the dispute are in The 
Enterprising Admiral, pp. 21-2.
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governorship of Cape Breton was the only colonial office of high distinction 
Warren ever held.

IV

Warren's enthusiasm for Cape Breton, despite his desire to leave the 
island, seemed boundless throughout 1745 and 1746. For him Louisbourg 
was 'a most important acquisition', which must be repaired, adequately 
defended, and above all retained when peace was eventually negotiated with 
France [No. 118]. The capture of Cape Breton, he argued, now enabled 
Britain to conquer the whole of Canada, and thereby dramatically throw 
open most of the North American continent to the English. With the support 
of a few prominent colonial officials, his urgings encouraged the ministry to 
broaden its conception of the war with France, and consider, for the first 
time since 1711, attacking Canada. This scheme left him, and those who 
also advocated it, open to the accusation of seriously exaggerating America 
to the ministry and thereby helping to deflect resources from the strategic 
centre in Europe and in European waters, where they were of crucial impor 
tance, to the periphery, where at best they were marginal in the overall 
struggle with France and Spain.

For the moment Warren hoped that Louisbourg would be developed as a 
major port. As long as the war lasted he wanted four or five 'good ships of 
war' to be stationed there to prey upon the French fishing fleets by summer 
and to convoy American trade to Europe in the autumn or fight in the West 
Indies during the winter months [No. 118]. Later, after the concern which 
the appearance in 1746 of the French squadron in Nova Scotia waters had 
aroused in him, he suggested that a squadron of eight ships of the line, two 
sloops and a fireship be kept at Louisbourg until the end of the war 
[No. 318].

To keep the Louisbourg squadron fit Warren advised that careening 
facilities be established. As Professor Baugh has noted, 'During the 
eighteenth century the decision to construct a careening wharf was tan 
tamount to a decision to establish a base. The logical appurtenances of a 
careening wharf—capstans, capstan house, storehouse—were usually in 
corporated in the original plan. It was only a matter of time before the base 
also acquired a forge, a masthouse, a boat yard, a cooperage, a gun wharf 
with magazine ... and perhaps a second careening wharf. 1 Warren wanted 
also to repair Louisbourg's careening wharf to clean ships of 60 guns 
[No. 166]. Its inhospitable climate would be, he believed, 'the only place in 
America where the king's ships can clean with dispatch, without losing men

1 Baugh, British Naval Administration in the Age of Walpole, p. 344.
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by desertion' [Nos. 226-7]. It should be noted that he suggested more than 
one place as a site suitable for a careening wharf; and if the Admiralty had 
followed his every whim, naval bases would have sprouted as well at New 
York and Annapolis Royal [Nos. 24, 31, 298]. As far as Louisbourg was 
concerned, Warren's request was quickly acceded to. 1

To deal with the captures made during the siege and others that might be 
brought there during the course of the war, Warren, without authority, es 
tablished in June 1745 a Vice Admiralty Court at Louisbourg [No. 118]. 
This action, he was soon told, was premature, while all sentences passed by 
the supposed court, were to be nullified [No. 148]. Only in 1746 was a 
proper court erected,2 with a judge, registrar and marshal, all of them New 
Englanders nominated by Warren [No. 169], though no business ever seems 
to have been transacted.

Warren was also concerned with the settlement of Cape Breton and Nova 
Scotia. In 1739 he had advocated the settlement either of La Have or 
Chebucto harbour3 in Nova Scotia [No. 8]. In 1745 and again in 1747 
[Nos. 226, 228, 318-19] he returned to this theme, but now included Cape 
Breton. Of fundamental importance, he felt, was the establishment of a civil 
government, for as long as Louisbourg and Annapolis Royal remained 
under military governors few settlers would be attracted to the two colonies 
[Nos. 123, 130, 239]. With a growing population he believed the govern 
ment in time could rely for defence less on a regular and expensive garrison, 
and more, as elsewhere in the colonies, on a militia.

To encourage settlement on Cape Breton certain temporary advantages 
would have to be accorded the island. Warren first suggested that 
Louisbourg be declared a 'free port', though he never explained what he 
meant by the words [Nos. 118, 130, 165, 226, 239].4 In the 1720's the 
governor of Nova Scotia, Colonel Richard Philipps, had suggested that 
Canso be made a free port for an interval of three or four years. The idea 
was rejected by the board of trade then and on each occasion that Philipps 
re-introduced the scheme. 5 The renewal of the suggestion by Warren was

Admiralty to Navy Board, 2 Nov. 1745, PRO, ADM/2/208, p. 39.
2 See the warrant for the establishment of the court, 20 Mar. 1745/6, PRO, ADM/5/38. 

See also Corbett to Sir Henry Penrice, 24 Mar. 1745/6, PRO, ADM/2/1054, p. 431.
3 In 1732 Capt. Thomas Dwell had first brought to the Admiralty's attention the excellent 

possibilities of Chebucto harbour. See Douglas, 'Nova Scotia and the Royal Navy, 
1713-1766', p. 39.

4 In 1713 Queen Anne made Gibraltar a free port in the hope of making it an important 
trading centre. 'The earnest efforts of Spain to prevent all trade between the town and the 
mainland, coupled with the numerous taxes and excises imposed by the governors frustrated 
that hope'. Stetson Conn, Gibraltar in British Diplomacy in the Eighteenth Century (New 
Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1942), pp. 23^t.

5 Philipps to Board of Trade, 1 Oct. 1721; Board of Trade to Philipps, 6 June 1722; cited 
in Douglas, 'Nova Scotia and the Royal Navy, 1713-1766', pp. 22-3, 23n.



xxviii THE WARREN PAPERS

ignored by the ministry, and met with opposition from Shirley in Boston. 1 A 
free port at Louisbourg would have enabled vessels of all nations to enter 
freely in peacetime with commodities of unrestricted origin, without 
customs requirements so long as the goods were re-exported. Had the port 
flourished, it would have signalled the end of the commercial system of em 
pire founded upon the Navigation Acts. In fact such a change did not begin 
to take place until various British administrations erected a free port system 
after 1766 in the West Indies, and then from the first decade of the 
nineteenth century in British North America. 2 By 1747 Warren had ceased 
to press for such a remarkable departure from existing policy.

To add to Louisbourg's advantages as an entrepot Warren hoped that 
while the war lasted the port would become the principal rendezvous for all 
West Indies and American shipping bound for England iNos. 142, 147, 
165]. Like the shipping of Spanish America which gathered at Havana to be 
convoyed to Spain, British colonial shipping would be convoyed across the 
Atlantic under the protection of part of the Louisbourg squadron. The 
scheme was both too unwieldy and largely unnecessary in view of the per 
manent squadrons at Jamaica and Antigua, which were capable of 
providing escorts for West Indies trade to England. Perhaps for American 
shipping a strong case could have been made, but the idea was also ignored 
by the ministry and ran into professional criticism from Commodore 
Knowles [No. 249].

Further to encourage settlement Warren made other specific proposals to 
the government. He wanted land to be granted free of quitrent for a period 
of years [No. 319] as was the case in other American colonies. With New 
Englanders in mind, he suggested that toleration be extended to dissenters 
[Nos. 180, 239]. Moreover special efforts, he believed, should be made to 
attract German Protestants [Nos. 63, 302]. However, so uncertain was the 
future of Cape Breton that no plan of settlement under a civil government 
was seriously entertained by the ministry [No. 196]. Nevertheless the 
building by state enterprise of the new town of Halifax in 1749 at Chebucto, 
and the scheme to settle German protestants in Nova Scotia3 signalled a 
new peacetime interest in the North American colonies by the government, 
an interest which had been sparked by the events of 1745 and 1746.

His concern for the future of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia extended to

1 Shirley to Board of Trade, 10 July 1745, in Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William 
Shirley, Vol. I, p. 246.

2 Frances Armytage, The Free Port System in the British West Indies: A Study in 
Commercial Policy 1766-1822 (London: Longmans, Green, 1953); and Gerald S. Graham, 
The Origin of Free Ports in British North America', Canadian Historical Review, Vol. XXII 
(March, 1941), pp. 25-34.

3 See Winthrop Pickard Bell, The Foreign Protestants and the Settlement of Nova Scotia: 
The history of apiece of arrested colonial policy in the eighteenth century (Toronto: Univ. of 
Toronto Press, 1961).
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the French inhabitants. The terms of the capitulation of Louisbourg, by 
which the subjects of the French king then on the island were removed to 
France, revealed Warren's deep distrust of French settlers under British 
rule. It established a pattern which led directly to the expulsion of the 
Acadians in 1755 and the people on the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon 
in 1778. The 1745 terms of capitulation also called for the removal of the 
population of lie St. Jean, over which the Governor of Cape Breton had 
jurisdiction [Nos. 166, 178, 180, 214, 215, 217, 226]. That the plan was 
never carried out was due as much to the defiance of the islanders as to the 
distractions occasioned by the 1746 plans for the conquest of Canada and 
the subsequent appearance of the French squadron at Chebucto.

As far as the Acadians were concerned Warren was decidedly un 
friendly. 1 The experiment in Nova Scotia since 1713 of governing a large 
French-speaking, Catholic population with markedly independent views had 
convinced him that neither could the Acadians live harmoniously with 
English settlers nor could they be trusted to act as reliable British subjects 
[No. 264], whether or not they could be induced to take oaths of allegiance. 
His solution, ultimately adopted in part in 1755, was to resettle them in 
American colonies remote from Canada [Nos. 118, 130, 165, 166, 178, 
289].

Warren's policy towards the Indians was more subtle. In Nova Scotia 
and Cape Breton he hoped for peace by detaching them from the French 
alliances, while on the New York-New England frontier he hoped to con 
vert their traditional neutrality into alliances against the French in Canada 
[Nos. 34, 63, 161, 171]. Like many in America, Warren believed that the 
Indian policy of the English was generally far less successful than that of 
the French, who seemed so often in wartime to succeed in gathering Indian 
allies and thereby greatly extend the effective limits of their war effort [Nos. 
277, 285, 289]. In 1745, for instance, he had seen how valuable the Indians 
were to the French. On one occasion his dispatches to Annapolis Royal had 
gone undelivered, when the Indians there had prevented his vessel from 
making a landing [No. 92]. Later the strength of the New Englanders 
besieging Louisbourg had been deflected when a French and Indian column 
of perhaps 150 men had approached the Americans' rear and some 600 out 
of Pepperrell's 2,100 effectives had to be employed in scattering the enemy.2 
Even then fear of the Indians remained unabated in the American camp.

1 For the Acadians, see Naomi Griffiths, The Acadians: Creation of a People (Toronto: 
McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1973), and her edition of documents, The Acadian Deportation: 
Deliberate Perfidy or Cruel Necessity? (Toronto: Copp Clark, 1969).

2 Pepperrell to Warren, 26 and 28 May 1745, Massachusetts Historical Society, Collec 
tions, 1st series, Vol. I, pp. 33-5; Pepperrell to Warren, 31 May 1745, Connecticut Historical 
Society, Collections, Vol. XI (Hartford: 1907), pp. 299-302; Pepperrell to Warren, 1 June 
1745, Usher Parsons, The Life of Sir William Pepperrell, Bart. (Boston: 1855), pp. 83-4. 
See also Olive Patricia Dickasoii, 'Louisbourg and the Indians: A Study in Imperial Race 
Relations, 1713-1760' (unpubl. M.A. thesis; Univ. of Ottawa, 1971).
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Warren hoped that the British Government would launch a new Indian 
policy, eventually adopted in 1755, based on gifts regularly presented to all 
tribes, whether friendly, neutral or even hostile. To him there were real 
economic and psychological advantages to be gained by out-bidding the 
French for the affections of the Indians [No. 277]. Economically the fur 
trade would be wrested from the French, while psychologically the colonists 
would be left in the 'quiet and peaceable possession of their lives, liberties 
and estates' [No. 34]. Failure to eclipse the French, he believed, would 
enable them with their Indian allies to drive the Americans into the sea, an 
exaggeration then often repeated by Americans. In August 1745 Warren 
asked for directions from the ministry as far as the Nova Scotia Indians 
were concerned [No. 149], and then on his own initiative sent Indian 
hostages to open negotiations for a lasting peace [Nos. 178, 180]. He was 
impressed by the success in 1746 of Governor George Clinton, aided by 
Warren's nephew, William Johnson, in getting some of the Six Nations In 
dians 1 to take up arms against the French [Nos. 185-6, 266, 285-6, 300]. If 
the conquest of Canada was to be attempted, Indian help would be im 
perative [Nos. 248, 276, 292, 300], and Clinton's efforts were but the first 
step. If an active Indian policy could not be pursued, then the least that 
should be sought was an agreement with France at any future peace con 
ference to prevent the Canadiens from encouraging Indians in the 'bar 
barous custom' of scalping prisoners taken in battle [No. 289]. For his own 
part, when even this idea had failed, he actively promoted plans to establish 
a trust fund, to which he contributed £700, for the education of Indian 
children, a matter then almost universally neglected by the Americans [Nos. 
344-9]. The project, a blend of Warren's religious and political aspirations, 
would bring the Indians to a 'knowledge of and subjection to the glorious 
Redeemer', and a firm attachment to the 'British interest and the American 
colonies in particular' [No. 344].

By contrast Warren's attitude toward the New Englanders was a mixture 
of toleration and enthusiasm, which sets him apart from his fellow naval of 
ficers and probably most Americans. Warren's three years as commander 
of the New England station ship at Boston between 1736 and 1739 enabled 
him to become fully conversant with the political and economic life of the 
province. He came to know several of Massachusetts' politicians, who 
played leading roles in the attack on Louisbourg. His experience during the 
siege and later as governor of Louisbourg during the hard winter of 1745-6,

1 The documents refer to both the Five Nations and Six Nations Indians. The Iroquois 
confederacy consisted of five tribes, from east to west: Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, 
Cayuga and Seneca. They subsequently adopted the Tuscaroras, who, as a result of in 
tertribal warfare, drifted northwards from North Carolina.
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and then in Boston during the remainder of 1746 while attempting to coor 
dinate plans for the assault on Canada, merely confirmed his earlier views. 
He rejected the notion that to encourage the colonies was to invite revolu 
tion [No. 64]. He sagely informed the Duke of Newcastle of some of the 
New Englanders' idiosyncrasies:

'As they have the highest notions of the rights and liberties of 
Englishmen, and indeed are almost Levellers, they must know when, 
where, how and what service they are going upon, and be treated in a 
manner that few military-bred gentlemen would condescend to. If they do 
the work in which they are engaged, every other ceremony should, in my 
opinion, be winked at.' [No. 119]

Warren's expressions of friendship for New Englanders were perhaps 
somewhat disingenuous, for his behaviour, as he well knew, had caused 
some indignation among them. 1 Some of Pepperrell's council of war, during 
the siege of Louisbourg, had believed the plans with which Warren had 
showered them were unrealistic, and his accusations of their indolence more 
a reflection of his ignorance of their situation than an accurate assessment 
of their abilities. Much irritation was occasioned by Warren's dispatching 
on land of some 400 marines under their senior officer, Captain James 
Macdonald. Warren had intended the marines to stiffen the resolve of the 
New Englanders during the siege, but their disorderly conduct coupled with 
the unhelpful advice and sarcastic comments of their officer earned them, 
not respect, but deep resentment. This became general in the New England 
camp when, during the surrender of the fortress by the French, Warren, by 
sending his marines to secure the Island Battery and himself receiving the 
keys of the town from the French governor, before a single New Englander 
had entered the town, gave the impression that the English were bent on 
stealing the glory due the New Englanders. When rumours of discord 
between Warren and Pepperrell over the ratification of the capitulation 
reached Massachusetts, admiration for Warren was momentarily trans 
formed into overt hostility.2 Apparently Warren told Pepperrell that he 
would now act as commander-in-chief, but withdrew the suggestion in the 
face of Pepperrell's blunt retort: 'Not on shore'. 3 How much the ordinary 
New Englander cared for such matters is difficult to say, for he seemed 
more vexed by the absence of plunder and by the fact that the terms of his 
enlistment were unilaterally extended until reinforcements from Gibraltar

1 See Rawlyk, Yankees at Louisbourg, passim.
2 That Warren's name appeared above Pepperrell's on the official ratification, on 20 June 

1745, of the treaty of Louisbourg was a cause of particular discontent among the New 
Englanders. See Shirley to Pepperrell, 7 July 1745, Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William 
Shirley, Vol. I, pp. 236-8.

3 Pepperrell to Shirley, 17 July 1745, ibid., p. 250.
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arrived [Nos. 148-9, 154, 166, 175, 179, 186, 191-2, 195-6, 208, 211], 
which proved fatal for almost 2,000 during the dreadful winter of 1745-6 
[Nos. 178-180, 187-8, 191-2, 196, 225-6, 228]. This tragic experience, 
shared by New Englanders and Warren's seamen alike, overshadowed the 
deep momentary resentments of June and July 1745, and at least as far as 
Warren's relations with the New England officers and politicians were con 
cerned, transformed animosity into abiding mutual respect. Shirley, who ex 
perienced little of this, remained jealous of Warren's successes, and never 
warmed to him [No. 162]. Yet even he was obliged to temper his remarks, 
for Warren's friendship for many years afterwards was of real importance 
to New England.

When Louisbourg fell, Warren generously pressed the government to 
reward those who had taken part in the siege.* He recommended Shirley for 
the governorship either of Cape Breton or Nova Scotia [Nos. 180, 318]; 
Pepperrell for a baronetcy, which was granted [Nos. 118-19]; Rous for a 
commission in the navy, which was also granted [No. 118], He also men 
tioned in particular Waldo and Tyng [Nos. 118-19, 180, 299]. For widows 
and the maimed he asked unsuccessfully for pensions [Nos. 118, 165-6]. 
For the New England officers as a group he asked for preferment; but when 
two American regiments were raised in 1745 [No. 159], many of the 
resulting commissions went instead to English officers, with consequent 
disenchantment among the Americans [Nos. 118, 123, 130, 140, 225, 
228].

He was more successful in directing potentially lucrative supply and 
provisioning orders for the Louisbourg garrison and squadron to New 
England merchants. With ministerial permission [No. 149] and as a result 
of his own efforts [Nos. 170, 178, 182, 194, 201-2, 213, 216, 218, 338] 
enormous sums in sterling bills drawn on the Treasury began to flow into 
the hands of American merchants, to the irritation of Knowles [No. 320]. 
Prominent among the suppliers were Charles Apthorp, Thomas Hancock 
and Nathaniel Sparhawk, whose interests were also extended to include the 
supply of the garrisons at Annapolis Royal and Placentia and later of 
Halifax itself. All this was a direct result of Warren's patronage. For Han 
cock [Nos, 330, 334], as an example, the result was a dramatic rise in the 
scale of his business; and 'where he had before talked of hundreds of

1 William Shirley's biographer gives the false impression that Warren, in PepperrelPs view, 
did little but find fault with the New England soldiers. In fact Pepperrell complained not of 
Warren but of the senior marine officer, Capt. James Macdonald. See John Schutz, William 
Shirley: King's Governor of Massachusetts (Chapel Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 
1961), p. 102. See Pepperrell to Shirley, 17 July 1745, Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of 
William Shirley, Vol. I, p. 251. Warren was keen to include the New England troops in his 
scheme for the conquest of Canada and counted on them to preserve Annapolis in 1746.
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pounds sterling, he now spoke of thousands'. 1 Nor were the small suppliers, 
many of whom were New England officers, overlooked. Even the humblest 
carpenters and masters of the smallest coasting vessels participated in the 
boom.2 It was such men who performed nearly all the services and provided 
the bulk of the commodities needed by the garrison until the spring of 
1746. 3

Of special interest to Warren was the possibility of having the Navy Board 
contract to build warships in America. As early as 1742 he had brought the 
matter to the Admiralty's attention, pointing out how skilled at shipbuilding 
the New Englanders had become and how both Spain and France followed a 
similar policy in their colonies [Nos. 27, 35, 178]. At length in 1746 the Ad 
miralty, over the objections of the Navy Board, ordered the building of two 
44-gun and two 24-gun ships in view of the 'great improvement the people 
of New England have made in shipbuilding' [No. 195], and in particular 
because 'the behaviour of the people of New England and other colonies of 
North America in the late important conquest of Cape Breton, entitles them 
to all possible encouragement'.4 In the end the America (44 guns) and the 
Boston (24 guns) were built [Nos. 229, 240, 267, 276, 279, 304, 314, 321, 
329, 337, 342-3]; but the experiment was not repeated. 5

Warren was acutely aware of the economic impact of the Louisbourg ex 
pedition and its aftermath on New England, especially Massachusetts [Nos. 
180, 293], and pressed the government to reimburse the colonies for at least 
part of their expenses. To prosecute the war, between June 1744 and June 
1748, Massachusetts had issued £2.8 millions in Massachusetts paper 
currency.6 The immediate effect was that the provincial currency lost half 
its value in exchange with sterling. Though most of the cost had been in 
curred to mount the expedition to Louisbourg and to maintain the garrison

1 William T. Baxter, The House of Hancock: Business in Boston, 1724-1775 (Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard Univ. Press, 1945), p. 104.

2 Details are drawn from the accounts relating to Louisbourg. For 1745-6, see Peter 
Warren Papers, WLCL, for 1746-7 see Charles Knowles' accounts, PRO, AO/I/Bundle 
1255, roll 100; for 1747-9, see Thomas Hopson's accounts, PRO, AO/1/Bundle 1282, roll 
314.

3 Knowles later wrote to Newcastle: 'I am sensible those Persons who are interested in 
supplying us with anything, clamour loudly for its importance ..., knowing that whatever 
money comes here for subsisting the troops must circulate amongst them'. 20 Jan. 1746/7, 
PRO, CO/5/44, fol. 203-4, [No. 320].

4 Admiralty to Navy Board, 4 Oct. 1746, PRO, ADM/2/210, p. 135.
5 In 1690 the Falkland (48 guns) had been built for the navy board by T. Holland of 

Piscataqua. See also Bernard Pool, Navy Board Contracts 1660-1832: Contract Administra 
tion under the Navy Board (London: Longmans, Green, 1966), pp. 84-5; Howard I. 
Chapelle, The History of the American Sailing Navy: The Ships and their Development (New 
York: Norton, 1949), p. 46.

6 Andrew McFarland Davis, Currency and Banking in the Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay (2 vols.; New York: Augustus Kelley, 1970), Vol. I, pp. 168-9.
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there for some months afterwards, Massachusetts had received no promise 
of parliamentary compensation, though as early as July 1745 the governor 
had applied for relief. Not until Warren's return to England and his subse 
quent earnest solicitation of the Board of Trade, to get his own accounts as 
well as those of New England accepted [Nos. 331-2, 335], was an official 
undertaking made to pay some sort of subsidy. Eventually in August 1749 
[Nos. 339-40], under Warren's agency, specie to the value of £179,260 was 
shipped to Boston. 1 This remarkable action served as an important prece 
dent during the Seven Years' War, when Parliament voted annual subsidies 
for the colonies.2

V
Warren's request to be relieved of the governorship of Cape Breton was 

at length granted, and he resigned the post on 2 June 1746. By the end of 
May 1746 large naval and military reinforcements had arrived together with 
an abundance of provisions. Late in April, under the convoy of the Dover 
(44 guns) and the Torrington (44 guns) the two Gibraltar regiments, having 
wintered in America, reached Louisbourg. On 9 May Vice-Admiral Town- 
send arrived from Antigua in the Pembroke (60 guns), with the Kingston (60 
guns) and Kinsale (44 guns). These were joined by the Norwich (50 guns) 
and the Canterbury (60 guns) from England on 23 May bringing Warren's 
successor as governor, Commodore Knowles, who had been appointed 
chiefly for his knowledge of fortifications [No. 192]. During the winter 
Warren had kept the Vigilant and Chester with him at Louisbourg, and at 
the end of May was further reinforced by the Shirley from Boston.

Before quitting Louisbourg Warren explained to Townsend [No. 217] and 
Knowles [No. 226] what he thought they should attempt that summer. The 
fortifications of Louisbourg, still in disrepair from the battering during the 
siege, should be completed. The population on lie St. Jean and the Acadians 
at Baie Verte should be repatriated to France. The St. Lawrence river should 
be blockaded both to prevent provisions and troops from reaching Canada 
and to enable naval officers to become familiar with its navigation. Part of 
the squadron was to cruise at sea to secure early warning should France 
send a force to attempt the reconquest of Louisbourg.

His orders instructed him to go to Boston and concert plans with Shirley 
and other colonial governors for 'attempting new conquests upon the

1 This was sufficient to retire about £1.8 million of the depreciated 'old tenor' currency, 
ibid., pp. 238, 242. Connecticut received £28,863, New Hampshire £16,355, and Rhode 
Island £16,322, see Rawlyk, Yankees at Louisbourg, p. 158.

2 Massachusetts, for instance, received £353,000 and New York £195,000 in such 
parliamentary grants between 1756 and 1763. See Leslie Van Horn Brock, The Currency of 
the American Colonies 1700-1764: A study in colonial finance and imperial relations' (un- 
publ. Ph.D. diss., Univ. of Michigan, 1941), Table X, p. 281.
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enemy' [No. 197]. The anticipated tranquillity of a relatively unhurried 
summer was an illusion, for he was but a few hours sailing from Louisbourg 
in the Chester, which Townsend had assigned him, when the sloop 
Hinchinbroke brought new orders [Nos. 204-5]. A major attack on Canada 
would be carried out that very summer with forces drawn both from the 
colonies and from England under the protection of a large squadron. 
Warren returned to Louisbourg immediately and gave the startling news to 
Townsend, who hastily summoned a council of war [Nos. 230-1J. It was 
decided to send the Kinsale into the St. Lawrence. The plan to remove the 
French populations at Baie Verte and on lie St. Jean was cancelled, as 
transports would be needed to carry colonial troops to Quebec. 1 Warren was 
to go as planned to Boston, but now urgently to advance the colonial 
preparations for the conquest.

He sailed for Boston on 6 June in a deep state of depression [Nos. 229, 
232-3]. Already suffering from scurvy, he was now ordered to command 
the squadron on its voyage up the St. Lawrence and he feared for his life. 
He was irritated that neither his advice nor Shirley's had been heeded. He 
saw no hope of giving the colonies, willing to contribute to the expedition, 
sufficient time to raise the necessary men and gather the provisions. Even 
the New Englanders would have difficulties, for those that had survived the 
winter had either enlisted in the two American regiments at Louisbourg, or 
in the force to secure the New England frontier against further attack by 
French and Canadiens, or had left the service of the province and had been 
restored to their families. He feared military failure, the great expense to the 
taxpayers both in England and the colonies and the exasperation and dis 
grace that would be the reward for the principal officers responsible for 
carrying the impossible orders into execution. He saw his career ending in 
ruins, simply because the scheme, however well conceived, was projected a 
year too soon.

The ministry had reached their extraordinary decisions on 3 April at a 
cabinet meeting. Though the capture of Louisbourg had raised hopes of ex 
tending the conquests in North America, a decision about the precise 
measures to be taken was delayed first by the seriousness of the Jacobite 
uprising, which required that all necessary forces, military and naval, be 
concentrated at home. Even in December 1745, when the Young Pretender 
began his long retreat from Derby, domestic political concerns prevented 
effective planning for the 1746 campaign either in Europe or in America. 
The political crisis came to a head only in mid-February, when the Pelhams 
and their friends resigned en bloc, in a successful attempt to force the king

'June 1746, PRO, ADM/1/480. The plan was later renewed but the small force was 
routed [Nos. 259-60, 263].



xxxvi THE WARREN PAPERS

to cease taking the advice of his long-deposed minister, Granville, and give 
office to William Pitt. 1 Only then could ambitious plans be laid.

The plans that emerged were largely those of Sandwich and Bedford, who 
as the Pelhams' new political allies had to be humoured. Warren's 
melancholy account of the state of Lbuisbourg written on 18 January 
[No. 187], arrived at the beginning of March and occasioned some serious 
thinking about America [No. 192]. The king agreed to dispatch up to 1,000 
regulars from England to replace the losses from disease suffered by the 
New England regiments. The orders of 14 March, defensive in nature, were 
prepared. These called for nothing more than the concentration of a large 
naval squadron at Louisbourg, the adequate garrisoning of the fortress to 
defeat any attempt from France, and the concerting of vague measures 
among the colonies for further harassment of French settlements. Ten days 
later the situation changed, for Bedford prepared a lengthy report which 
strongly advised that the conquest of Canada be attempted that season. A 
committee was formed to consider the scheme, and not surprisingly en 
dorsed Bedford's proposals, and on 30 March elaborated a plan of 
operations, which the Cabinet Council quickly approved.2

The plan called for a two-pronged attack on Canada: one force moving 
up the St. Lawrence to take Quebec, and a second via Albany, Lake 
Champlain and the Richelieu river to Montreal. The St. Lawrence element, 
under the command of Lieutenant-General St. Clair was to consist of 4,000 
regulars with a train of artillery from England 'and such part of the garrison 
at Louisbourg as can be spared' [No. 204] as well as the New England 
levies. Warren was to command the squadron which would consist only of 
those vessels which Townsend could spare and those ships which were to 
accompany St. Clair's force: Princessa (70 guns), Devonshire (80 guns), 
Edinburgh (70 guns), Superbe (60 guns), Tilbury (60 guns), Exeter (60 
guns), Ruby (50 guns), Sapphire (44 guns), Hastings (44 guns), Poole (44 
guns), a sloop, a bomb vessel and a fire ship, with a complement of 4,295

1 See John B. Owen, The Rise of the Pelhams (London: Methuen, 1957), esp. Chapter VII 
for the political background. Also see Arthur H. Buffmton, 'The Canada Expedition of 
1746: Its Relation to British Polities', American Historical Review, Vol. XLV (April, 1940), 
esp. pp. 569-73.

2 Lord John Russell, ed., Correspondence of John, Fourth Duke of Bedford selected from 
the originals at Woburn Abbey (3 vols.; London: 1842-6), Vol. I, pp. 65-9. On 2 April New 
castle told Hardwicke, 'I own I have my doubts about this American Expedition & yet I 
don't see how it can be avoided. It has been so much given into, & wish to make the condi 
tion on which our other measures are to be supported. But that is a terrible consideration. We 
hurried into these Measures by the impartiality of a zealous great man ...' BM, Addit. MSS. 
35408, fol. 220. The admiralty board set the administration in motion at its meeting on 4 
April, PRO, ADM/3/53.
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seamen. 1 Warren was to form as large a 'sea militia' as possible from among 
the armed vessels of the colonies. It was planned that the entire ex 
peditionary force would proceed from Louisbourg by the beginning of June.

The force bound for Montreal, under the command of Brigadier William 
Gooch, the lieutenant-governor of Virginia, was to consist entirely of 
colonial troops from New England, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Virginia, all in the pay of his Majesty, and with the assistance 
of the Six Nations Indians. Albany was to be the rendezvous, from which 
the force was to depart by 1 June. If Montreal was found to be too for 
midable, the American force was to await the arrival of St. Glair's ex 
pedition, and occupy itself with devastating the countryside.

With the plan decided upon, it remained only to draft suitable instructions 
to the naval and army officers and colonial governors concerned, and set in 
motion the necessary administration to get St. Glair's forces to sea. With 
matters in the hands of the experts, Bedford, with undoubted satisfaction 
reverted to his customary lethargy, and on 22 April retreated to Bath.

When Warren reached Boston on 24 June, he found Shirley equally dis 
satisfied at the plans for the campaign, but they agreed to keep their 
pessimism as much as possible to themselves and set about raising the 
necessary colonial troops. The size of the American force to attack 
Montreal had not been specified in the orders from England, but depended 
upon the enthusiasm of the separate provinces. By the third week of August 
less than 7,000 troops had been raised but few had reached the rendezvous 
at Albany.2 Both Warren and Shirley, from their serious exaggeration of the 
number of able-bodied men in Canada, thought this insufficient for the 
task.3

Both felt, however, that a start on the assault on Canada could be made 
that very season by attacking the French at Crown Point (Fort St. 
Frederic) on the western shore of Lake Champlain [Nos. 247-8]. A poorly 
designed and badly constructed fort, it nevertheless had served the French 
admirably since November 1745 as a base of successful, small-scale raids

1 PRO, SP/42/31, fol. 119, Wolfe's expeditionary force at Quebec in 1759 consisted of 
about 8,500 foot (10 regular battalions, a battalion from the grenadier companies of the 3 
battalions garrisoned at Louisbourg, 3 companies of artillery, 6 companies of American 
rangers), a squadron of 49 ships, of which 22 were of the line, with some 13,500 seamen. See 
C. P. Stacey, The Siege and the Battle of Quebec (London: Pan Books, 1973), pp. 5-8.

2 PRO, CO/5/753, fol. 170, Shirley's memo of 22 Aug. 1746.
3 Warren and Shirley to Benning Wentworth, gov. of New Hampshire, 25 Aug. 1746, in 

Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William Shirley, Vol. I, pp. 342-5; similar letters were sent 
at the same time to Gov. Greene of Rhode Island and Gov. Law of Connecticut. Gertrude 
Selwyn Kimball, ed., The Correspondence of the Colonial Governors of Rhode Island 1723— 
1775 (2 vols.; Boston & New York: 1902-3). See Kimball, ed., Colonial Governors of Rhode 
Island, Vol. II, pp. 3-8, Connecticut Historical Society, Collections, Vol. XIII, pp. 482-5.
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against American settlements on the New York and New England frontier. 1 
Its capture was an essential first step to attack Montreal via the Richelieu 
river to the St. Lawrence, in the spring of 1747. The American troops, 
however, utterly failed to accomplish anything. In October a force of about 
1,200 marched from Saratoga towards Crown Point, but owing to abysmal 
leadership, inadequate supplies, sickness and bad weather, abandoned the 
scheme after a few days.2 By the spring of 1747 large-scale desertions 
decimated the ranks of those who had gone into winter quarters at Saratoga 
and at Albany, and this part of the plan ended in ignominy.

At the very moment when Warren and Shirley were trying to salvage 
something from the situation, the ministry at home abandoned the Canada 
expedition. Adverse winds had prevented the transports from reaching Ports 
mouth until 12 June. With the troops embarked the fleet set sail, but con 
trary winds prevented it from passing St. Helen's. Before the winds changed 
the wisdom of sending the fleet to America was called into question by the 
report that a great French squadron had itself sailed from Rochefort. 3 A 
week later the Cabinet decided to order the re-embarkation of the troops in 
case the French fleet had sailed, not against England, but to America.4 By 
15 July when certain news was received that the French had sailed for 
North America, St. Clair was again ordered to sail with an enlarged 
squadron under the command of Admiral Richard Lestock. The new orders 
held out little hope of launching an attack against Canada that year, but 
spoke of the need to secure Louisbourg, to winter in America, and to 
proceed against Quebec in 1747.5 Again unfavourable winds prevented the 
squadron from getting to sea. Not until 23 August was it under sail and 
reached Plymouth under difficult conditions on the 29th.

By then the situation had drastically changed. On 11 August Lestock 
communicated to St. Clair an extract of a letter sent him by the Admiralty, 
but written by Knowles at Louisbourg on 5 July [similar to No. 249].6 So 
discouraging a picture had Knowles painted that St. Clair and Lestock,

1 Gustave Lanctot, A History of Canada, Vol. Ill From the Treaty of Utrecht to the Treaty 
of Paris, 1713-1763 (Toronto: Clarke-Irwin, 1965), pp. 70-2 for details.

2 Joseph Aloysius Devine, Jr., 'The British North American Colonies in the War of 
1739-1748' (unpubl. Ph.D. diss., Univ. of Virginia, 1968), pp. 258-61. None of the New 
England troops were ever sent to Albany.

3 Cabinet council, 25 June 1746, PRO, CO/5/36, fol. 63/4.
4 Cabinet council, 2 July 1746, PRO, CO/5/36, fol. 65. Admiralty Board minutes of 3 

July stated: The expedition for Cape Breton being resumed ... [orders were given] to cause 
such ships belonging to that expedition ... to be got out again with all possible dispatch'. 
PRO, ADM/3/54.

5 Newcastle to St. Clair, 17 July 1746, PRO, SP/42/98; Admiralty to Lestock, 19 July 
1746, PRO, ADM/2/67, pp. 469-74.

6 Knowles to Corbett, 5 July 1746, PRO, ADM/1/2007. St. Clair to Newcastle, 11 Aug. 
1746, Lestock to Bedford, 12 Aug. 1746, PRO, SP/42/98.
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urged on by Anson, requested Newcastle to allow them to make for some 
North American port other than Louisbourg. This latitude in their 
orders was readily granted. 1 St. Clair decided on Boston, after being assured 
that Lestock was 'well acquainted with it and the country'. 2 At this point the 
ministry had a sudden change of heart. Employing the excuse that it was no 
longer safe 'in this advanced season of the year', the cabinet on 21 August 
ordered the squadron instead to 'make a descent on some part of the 
western coast of France'. 3 Despite the protests of Lestock and St. Clair that 
they had a convoy of forty merchant ships bound for America, that they 
possessed neither maps, charts nor pilots, nor horses to drag the guns, nor 
cavalry, the Cabinet was determined to get some tangible results that very 
year from the great cost of outfitting the expeditionary force, and would not 
be budged.4 The subsequent fiasco, when St. Clair laid siege to the port of 
I'Orient, the location of the principal warehouses of the Compagnie des 
Indes, and Warren's own insistence in January 1747 [Nos. 318-19] that 
much larger forces were needed to conquer Canada than had been planned 
by Bedford in the spring of 1746, hastened the end of that ministry's flirta 
tion with an American offensive strategy.

VI

The French fleet, which the British had failed to prevent sailing from La 
Rochelle in June, was the embodiment of France's determination to restore 
her position in North America. As soon as the fall of Louisbourg was 
known, its recapture the following year was decided. By late December

1 Cabinet Council, 15 Aug. 1746, PRO, CO/5/36, fol. 69; Admiralty minutes, PRO, 
ADM/3/55; Newcastle to St. Clair, 15 Aug. 1746, PRO, SP/42/98; Admiralty to Lestock 
PRO, ADM/2/68, p. 60.

2 St. Clair to Newcastle, 18 Aug. 1746, PRO, CO, SP/42/98.
3 Cabinet Council, PRO, CO/5/36, fol. 76-7; Newcastle to Lestock and St. Clair, 22 Aug. 

1746, PRO, SP/42/98.
4 The idea apparently had been St. Clair's, and had first been mentioned to Newcastle 

weeks earlier in an off-hand way as a suitable measure to divert French forces from 
Flanders. Lestock and St. Clair to Newcastle, 23 Aug. 1746, Newcastle to St. Clair and 
Lestock, 26 Aug. 1746, St. Clair to Newcastle, 29 Aug. 1746, PRO, SP/42/98. Pitt was full 
of'disappointment and grief to hear all our hopes from [the American expedition] must be 
given over' as he believed the best policy was to send troops kto winter in America, whenever 
they can go with safety. The terror of what they may do in spring, if you don't conclude la 
preliminary peace], will deter France from playing you tricks, when she has got you, by a 
treaty, into the necessity of signing some [general] peace, as she did at Utrecht, and [will] 
quicken and ameliorate the conditions more than any other measure!' to Henry Pelham, 17 
Aug. 1746, Newcastle papers, NeC 447, Nottingham University. Anson, who was perhaps at 
the bottom of the change of policy, commented to Bedford, *I was extremely pleased with the 
account of the American expedition being laid aside for the present, and on substituting in its 
stead one that I think will succeed. For wherever anything is done by surprise it cannot fail', 
24 Aug. 1746, Bedford MS. Letters, Vol. XIII, No. 29.



xl THE WARREN PAPERS

1745 the broad strategy to be pursued had been decided by Maurepas, the 
ministre de la marine-, ten ships of the line, three frigates, two sloops, two 
fireships, a hospital ship, fifteen transports and nineteen supply vessels 
under the due d'Anville would rendezvous by the end of May at Chebucto. 1 
This squadron would not only defend Quebec from attack, but would in turn 
lay siege to Annapolis Royal, Louisbourg and Placentia. If this proved 
successful, the force was to attack the coastal settlements of New England. 
The same contrary winds which prevented St. Clair from getting beyond St. 
Helen's held d'Anville at La Rochelle until 11 June, and buffeted his force 
as they made their crossing. Though off the Nova Scotia coast by the last 
week of August, only on 9 September did it begin to reach the safety and 
protection of Chebucto. The fleet was so shattered, and so ravished by dis 
ease were the crews and troops that Maurepas' plans could not be carried 
out. D'Anville himself and hundreds with him died and were buried within a 
few days. Command passed to d'Estourmel, who in a deep state of 
depression, attempted suicide, whereupon command devolved on La Jon- 
quiere. He hoped at least to take Annapolis Royal, but the force that he 
detached to accomplish this task was prevented by contrary winds from 
penetrating the Bay of Fundy. On 16 October he was obliged to sail for 
home.

Only gradually did the fate either of Lestock's or d'Anville's squadron 
become known to Warren. Warnings of the preparations in France were 
received at Louisbourg early in June and in Boston a month later. In 
August, when neither fleet had appeared, both Warren and Townsend began 
to discuss their return to England [Nos. 259, 290]. Suddenly in the first 
week of September news that d'Anville's squadron was in Nova Scotia 
waters was brought by different sources to Boston and Louisbourg. Both 
Warren and Townsend sent vessels to scout Chebucto [Nos. 269-70], while 
Warren dispatched his own ship, Chester, with 300 troops from 
Massachusetts to Annapolis, which he believed was in graver danger than 
any other of the English settlements [Nos. 264, 272-85, 287, 289, 297]. 
Warren also asked for reinforcements for Annapolis from Louisbourg 
[Nos. 175, 278], and sent warnings to Captain Douglass, guarding the 
fishing fleet off Newfoundland [Nos. 272, 281]. Furthermore, he sent 
vessels to intercept Lestock, whom he wrongly believed was not far off, and 
warn him of d'Anville's strength and presence [Nos. 282, 285, 287-S]. 2 Ex-

1 For an outline of the expedition's experiences, see Guy Fregault, 'L'expedition du due 
d'Anville', Revue d'histoire de I'Amerique francaise, Vol. II (juin, 1948), pp. 27-52.

2 Shirley & Warren to Lestock, 27 & 29 Sept. 1746; printed in Connecticut Historical 
Society, Collections, Vol. XIII, pp. 320-2, 324-35. Warren to Daniel Fones, of the R.I. sloop 
Tartar, 3 Oct. 1746, printed in Kimball, ed., The Correspondence of the Colonial Governors 
of Rhode Island. Vol. II, pp. 21-3.
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citedly he informed the admiralty: 'I wait with great impatience to know 
where the thunder of the French fleet is to fall. God send Mr. Lestock here to 
let his roar first upon them, in which I sincerely wish to bear a part' 
[No. 277]. For weeks he hoped to share 'in the destruction of those gas 
conading French chaps' [No. 274]; and applied to Shirley for the use of the 
colonial frigate, Massachusetts, should Lestock summon him [No. 284].

When Warren became aware of the condition of the French squadron 
and its withdrawal from Nova Scotia [Nos. 298, 302-3, 306-7], he decided 
to return to England, believing that he would return the following spring. 
The attack on Canada would then succeed, he felt, if the scheme, that he 
and Shirley had prepared in the autumn of 1746, was followed [No. 292]. A 
fleet of eighteen ships of the line with frigates, sloops and fireships, some of 
which would be kept at Louisbourg, would enter the St. Lawrence river by 
25 May. A force of 8,000 regulars with a large train of artillery and 12,000 
Americans would accompany the fleet. A second force of 10,000 
Americans, based at Albany, would launch an attack on Montreal. Com 
mand was to be jointly shared by the general commanding and the admiral, 
who were to be empowered to purchase from the colonies any supplies, 
which had not been provided from home. The plan assumed that Canada 
could not be taken in a single season, so that an enormous supply of coarse 
cloth and linen would be needed to make into suitable winter clothing. Ade 
quate reserves of naval stores, provisions and ammunition were to be lodged 
at Louisbourg, which would serve as the logistical base for the assault on 
Quebec.

All this was a dead letter, as Warren discovered, when he reached 
London shortly after Christmas 1746. The failure to destroy d'Anville's 
fleet, or even to inflict on it serious damage, meant that a British ex 
peditionary force sent into the St. Lawrence risked being bottled up there by 
a superior squadron of French in the Gulf. The Admiralty felt that it had 
too few ships available to blockade the French in their home ports and also 
to undertake the Canada expedition; while Warren himself doubted, in view 
of the results in the summer of 1746, that the Americans could find the 
22,000 men by May 1747 that his plan called for.

The Cabinet 1 thereupon invited him to outline plans merely for the 
defence of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland [No. 317]. With the help of

1 Bedford was then probably the only 'American' present. As late as 10 Nov. 1747 he had 
written to Newcastle of his hopes for a conquest of Canada in 1747, for he feared that delay 
would dampen 'the ardour of our American colonies, who had almost exhausted themselves 
... to gain that point which they justly looked upon as their only security. I mean the entire 
expulsion of the French out of the northern continent of America.' BM, Addit. MSS. 32713, 
fol. 426. See also his letters to Andrew Stone, Newcastle's sec., and to George Grenville, 10 
& 24 Nov. 1746, in Russell, ed., Correspondence of John, Fourth Duke of Bedford, Vol. I, 
pp. 182-5, 194-5.
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George Clarke, the former lieutenant-governor of New York, and William 
Bollan, the London agent for the Massachusetts general court, his 
suggestions were soon forthcoming [Nos. 318-19]. A squadron of eight 
ships of the line, two sloops and a fireship were to be based at Louisbourg, 
with a force of 2,000 regulars and Shirley's and Pepperrell's regiments, with 
American recruits, brought to full strength. Forts were to be built at Canso 
and Chebucto, with blockhouses in the Chignecto isthmus, while Placentia 
was to be strengthened. Elsewhere in America, activity was to be confined 
to the New York frontier. The fort at Crown Point was to be seized, not as a 
base of operations against Montreal, but simply because it lay in territory 
claimed by Britain and had been used so effectively by the French on the 
frontier. As a further demonstration of British sovereignty on the frontier, a 
new fort would be built on Lake Ontario with a garrison of 800 men, who 
would be given a small fleet of armed vessels.

In March 1747 Warren was appointed commander of the squadron to be 
sent to Louisbourg [No. 322]. Preparations were carried on with no great 
urgency [Nos. 323-6], until on 29 March news reached London that the 
French were themselves actively outfitting a squadron. At once it was 
decided to delay sending the Louisbourg squadron, and instead to send as 
formidable a fleet as possible, with Anson in command and with Warren as 
his second, into the Bay of Biscay [Nos. 327, 329]. Only if Anson learned 
that part of the French squadron had made for America, was Warren to be 
sent in pursuit. 1 In effect this made official Warren's earlier suggestion to 
Anson, in January 1746 [No. 186], that he be allowed ten ships of the line 
to follow the enemy wherever intelligence indicated they could be 
found. Anson and Warren, cruising first off Belle Isle and then later 
off the Spanish coast, at length sighted the French on the morning of 
3 May.

Led by La Jonquiere, who had safely brought home d'Anville's squadron 
from Nova Scotia the year before, the French force consisted of two small 
squadrons, one designed for Canada and a second for India. Shortly before 
leaving La Rochelle on 30 April, La Jonquiere had received reports that An- 
son's squadron was still in the vicinity of Belle Isle, which obliged him to 
hug the Spanish coast and make for the open sea. 2 With Cape Ortegal about 
thirteen leagues to the ESE at seven in the morning he sighted the English on

1 Anson's orders are printed in Richmond, The Navy in the War of1739-1748, Vol. Ill, 
pp. 82-3. See also PRO, ADM/2/69, pp. 267-8.

2 La Jonquiere to Maurepas, 11 mat 1747 (N.S.) [30 Apr.], Archives Nationales, Marine 
B461, fol. 103-4. The French feared for their squadron, if Anson took the Cape Ortegal 
station, Maurepas to Barailh, 22 mat 1747 (N.S.) [11 May], Archives Nationales, Marine 
B2 331, fol. 383. See also Marine B'64, fol. 110, for additional information about Anson.
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3 May. 1 It was three in the afternoon before the first shots were exchanged, 
and before nightfall practically his entire force—six ships of the line, four 
East India ships ranging from 18 to 30 guns each, and five merchant 
ships—were overwhelmed.2

The victory, enthusastically greeted by politicians3 and public alike, 
brought Anson and Warren both wealth and fame. Of the prize money 
amounting to £755,896, Anson received £62,991 and Warren £31,496.4 
Anson was made a peer and Warren a knight of the Order of the Bath. 
When Anson returned to his position on the admiralty board, Warren 
assumed command of the 'Western' squadron.

However pleasing the taste of victory to Warren personally, its strategic 
importance was limited. The French still had formidable naval forces both in 
their Atlantic ports and at Toulon. Their trade continued to sail between 
France and America, and between Quebec and the Antilles franfaises 
relatively unhindered. One of La Jonquiere's frigates, Emeraude, for in 
stance, escaped the Anson-Warren squadron and convoyed six vessels 
safely to Quebec.5 That summer another ten vessels made their passage to 
Quebec from Morlaix, La Rochelle, Rochefort, Bordeaux and Bayonne.6 
Moreover the Northumberland (70 guns), Alcyon (50 guns), and Gironde 
arrived at Quebec from Rochefort in mid-September to protect the settle 
ment in case Warren had sailed for America. All returned safely to France.

Mastery of the western approaches, though certainly not obtained in May 
1747, was established the October following. That summer the French 
battle fleet did not venture forth; and Warren in command of the 'Western' 
squadron managed to take about fifty merchant ships from St. Dominigue. 7 
Illness in September prevented him from continuing in command; and it was 
left to his successor, the newly-promoted Rear Admiral Edward Hawke, 
whom Warren had warmly recommended, to achieve a crushing defeat of

1 For La Jonquiere's description of the battle see his report to Maurepas, from Ports 
mouth, 28 mai 1747 (N.S.) [17 May], Archives Nationales, Marine B461, fol. 105-10. For 
reaction of Maurepas to news of the defeat, received %juin 1747 (N.S.) [29 May], Archives 
Nationales, Marine B 2331, fol. 397-8.

2 Anson to Corbett, 11 May 1747, PRO, ADM/1/87, for an account of the battle. A 
description is found in Richmond, The Navy in the War of '1739-1748, Vol. Ill, pp. 86-93.

3 Political opposition, centred at Leicester House, referred disparagingly to the event. See 
Elizabeth Yorke to Joseph Yorke, 25 May 1747, in Philip C. Yorke, The Life and 
Correspondence of Philip Yorke, Earl of Hardwicke... (3 vols.; Cambridge: 1931), Vol. I, p. 
639.

4 Gwyn, Enterprising Admiral, p. 20.
5 See the report of La Jonquiere's nephew, sent from Quebec, to Maurepas, \3juillet 1747 

(N.S.) [2 July], Archives Nationales, Marine B461, fol. 148-53.
6 Information from Professor James Pritchard.
7 The net value was £386,866: £32,241 for Anson, and £16,117 for Warren; see Gwyn, 

Enterprising Admiral, p. 20.



xliv THE WARREN PAPERS

the French. 1 As Newcastle informed the Duke of Cumberland: 'Sir Peter 
Warren told me ... that the king had more French ships in his ports than 
remained now in the ports of France, that we could beat them with their 
own ships, and that he desired to carry the challenge through. This may not 
be true a la lettre, yet undoubtedly it is so to a great degree, and must have 
its weight here and everywhere else.'2

The result of these naval successes gave Britain in 1748 something 
approximating command of the sea from the Channel to Gibraltar. With 
Warren again commanding the 'Western' squadron, supported by a small 
Dutch squadron, he swept the seas of all merchant ships they came across, 
but France made no attempt to outfit a squadron, while the only Spanish 
squadron which ventured forth escaped with the loss of part of its convoy. 3

In 1748, virtually ignoring the war at sea, France had concentrated her 
hopes on the land war in the Austrian Netherlands. The vital fortress of 
Maestricht was besieged earlier in the year and with a much larger force 
than Britain and her allies had predicted. Lest France improve her bargaining 
position significantly, the British agreed to peace preliminaries based on 
conditions which included mutual restitution of conquest.4 The formal 
treaty, concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle in October, restored Cape Breton, with 
fortress Louisbourg largely repaired, to the French. The treaty made no 
mention of Crown Point, though a commission was established to consider 
the boundaries of Nova Scotia and the status of the island of St. Lucia.

After almost ten years of war, which entailed among other things the net 
loss of more than 1,500 merchant ships,5 Britain had reason to expect little 
more. The success at Louisbourg in 1745 had not been followed up in 
America, while the army had suffered a series of humiliations in Flanders 
between 1745 and 1748. Though the naval successes of 1747 had avenged 
these setbacks, even these accomplishments, at the conference table, were 
not decisive. Indeed, they could be said only to have protected England 
from invasion and preserved Cape Breton, the only considerable card in 
British hands.

The coming of peace enabled Warren to enjoy the prize fortune, in excess 
of £127,000, he had garnered. His family, when it joined him from New 
York in 1747, was established in a house in Cavendish Square and at a plea-

1 Warren to Corbett, 3 Aug. 1747, PRO, ADM/1/88; on Anson's hint, Anson to Warren, 
23 July 1747, Staffordshire Record Office, Anson papers, U/3/1. See Mackay, Admiral 
Hawke, chapter 6.

2 27 Oct. 1747; BM, Addit. MSS. 32713, fol. 333.
3 For the 1748 campaign, see Richmond, The Navy in the War of 1739-1748, Vol. Ill, pp. 

226-36.
4 See Sosin, 'Louisbourg and the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 1748', passim.
5 Ralph Davis, The Rise of the English Shipping Industry in the 17th and 18th Centuries 

(London: Macmillan, 1962), pp. 68, 317.
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sant seat in Hampshire, convenient to Portsmouth. A member of Parliament 
since the general election of 1747 he forfeited all hope of office when in 
1749 he played a leading role in opposing part of a bill relating to the navy. 1 
Warren and his supporters won their point, but it cost him the patronage of 
all those who had helped him since the events at Louisbourg brought him 
into prominence: Newcastle, Bedford, Anson, and Sandwich. Though he 
was an active committee member, an effective speaker, and one of the best 
informed in the house on affairs touching America, his independent nature 
left him ultimately without political influence.

His death in 1752, in the brief interval before the onset of another war, 
robbed the kingdom of a naval officer, whose experience of America was 
unequalled. However, his influence, especially in 1745-6, had made a 
lasting impression on the very politicians, who were to play the leading roles 
during the Seven Years' War, in which American strategy loomed so large: 
Pitt, Newcastle and Anson. The creation of the North American squadron 
in 1745, the garrisoning of British regulars in significant numbers at 
Louisbourg from 1746, the generous subsidies paid the northern colonies to 
help diminish their war debts, the building of Halifax and the transporting, 
at Parliament's expense, of protestant settlers to Nova Scotia in 1749, and 
the decision to employ both naval and military forces thereafter for their 
protection, made the momentous resolution later to undertake the conquest 
of all French possessions in North America almost predictable. The 
decisions first to establish at New York City the supply base for this great 
enterprise and then to build the first British naval base in North America at 
Halifax were the logical developments of what Warren and a handful of 
Americans, one in the face of much professional scepticism, and the other 
in the face of indifference or parochialism, had been pressing for years. The 
conquest of Canada, and its retention by the terms of the treaty of Paris in 
1763, entirely vindicated his strategic vision espoused twenty years earlier.

1 Gwyn, Enterprising Admiral, p. 23.
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1736-1745

1. Admiralty Board to Warren
20 Mar. 1735/6

Whereas we have appointed his Majesty's ship under your command to 
attend on New England in the room of the Scarborough, you are hereby re 
quired and directed, as soon as the said ship shall be ready in all respects for 
the sea, (which you are to hasten all that may be) to make the best of your 
way to the Island of Madeira, where you are, without loss of time, to take in 
such wine as may be necessary for the use of the ship's company instead of 
beer. Then, without loss of time, proceed on your voyage to New England.

When you arrive at New England, you are to communicate these our in 
structions to the governor and council thereof, with whom you are from 
time to time to advise and consult in what manner the ship under your com 
mand may be best employed in guarding the coast and securing the trade 
bound to and from that colony from any attempts of the pirates or others. 
Govern yourself therein according as shall be agreed, without running any 
apparent danger to the ship you command, using your utmost endeavours 
to take or destroy such pirate ships or vessels as may come on the coast. 
You are to take special care to employ the ship you command for the 
protection of the colony and trade aforesaid, and not, at your peril, to 
neglect the same upon the score of any private views or otherwise.

Whereas we have directed the captain of his Majesty's ship which attends 
on New York to hold a constant correspondence with you: you are hereby 
required and directed, when you shall at any time find that the pirates which 
may infest the coast of New England are too strong for you, immediately to 
send notice thereof to the captain of the said ship, whom we have ordered in 
such case to repair to your assistance; and use your joint endeavours to 
take, burn, sink or otherwise destroy the said pirates.

If the commander of the ship stationed at New York shall at any time 
represent to you that the pirates which may infest that place are too strong 
for the ships he commands, you are, with all possible diligence, to repair 
thither and give your utmost assistance in destroying the said pirates. Which 
service being performed, you are to return to your station and put in execu 
tion what is before directed, taking care, before you proceed to New York, 
to communicate the intelligence you have received to the governor and 
council of New England, and to receive their concurrence for your so doing.

If the governor and council of New England shall, at the proper season of 
the year, desire you to proceed with the trade to Salt Tortuga 1 you are to do

1 Island, some 400 miles SW of Barbados, on which Spain, by the Treaty of Utrecht, had 
accorded English subjects the right to gather salt.

3
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the same... Take on board such provisions as may be sufficient to carry 
you thither and back again to your station at New England, that so you 
may not have occasion to buy provisions at Barbados, where the same are 
much dearer, as the commissioners for victualling have represented to us... 
You are to give timely notice to the person who is or may be under contract 
with the commissioners for victualling at New England of what provisions 
you may want that he may take care to have the same in a readiness.

In case you proceed with the ship you command to Salt Tortuga as 
aforesaid, you are to use your best endeavours to protect the trade which 
may be with you, and take particular care to return to your station at New 
England so as to be there early in the spring, which is the time when pirates 
usually come upon the coast.

You are likewise, while you shall be employed in attending on New 
England with his Majesty's ship under your command, to take such oppor 
tunities as you shall judge most convenient, when you may be best spared 
from the service of that colony, to stretch along the coast as far as Canso, 
using your best endeavours to observe the circumstances of that place, and 
what may be necessary to be done for the defence of that harbour and the 
improvement of the fishery there; also to view and give us an account of 
any other ports in those parts. You are likewise to endeavour to get the best 
information you can of the strength and other circumstances of the French 
at Cape Breton and the parts thereabouts, and particularly as to the nature 
of their fishery. Transmit to us the best account thereof that you can be able 
to gain [No. 8].

Whereas we think it fitting that the ship you command shall be constantly 
kept in a condition for service, the better to protect the trade from pirates, 
you are to cause the ship to be cleaned once in every four months, at such 
times as it may be most conveniently done.

We, having resolved that all ships of his Majesty's that are employed 
abroad shall, for the future, be furnished with such provisions as they may 
be in want of by such person or persons as are or may be under contract 
with the commissioners for victualling his Majesty's navy in those parts, 
and not by their commander; you are therefore timely to apply yourself to 
such contractor whenever the ship you command shall be in want of 
provisions, and receive the same from him or them accordingly. But you 
are to be especially careful not to take on board at any one time more 
provisions than may be necessary for the service whereon you are 
employed, (which, as is represented to us, has been done by other com 
manders of his Majesty's ships to the prejudice of his Majesty's service.)

Whereas we are informed by the principal officers of the Ordnance that 
the captains of his Majesty's ships, when aboard, have bought ordnance
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stores at excessive rates (notwithstanding the great proportion of all sorts 
they are furnished with at their going out) and that, when they want part of 
their full proportion, they purchase, when they come to any foreign post, 
such a quantity as will make up the same: you are hereby strictly forbidden 
from buying any ordnance stores during your being abroad, unless there 
shall be an absolute necessity for a supply. In such case, when you draw 
bills on the Board of Ordnance, you are therein to mention the reasons, and 
to take the hand of your gunner thereunto, being careful that the ordnance, 
as well as other stores, be expended with the utmost good husbandry.

You are not to hoist the union flag on board the ship you command on 
account of the governor's being on board or on any other pretence what 
soever.

Whereas you will receive herewith an Act of Parliament, by which the 
captains of his Majesty's ships are forbidden to receive on board any goods 
or merchandise, you are carefully to observe the same, and by all oppor 
tunities to make as public as may be the several clauses relating to pirates.

In case of the death of any of your officers, you are hereby required and 
directed to appoint such other persons belonging to the said ship to act in 
their room as by the quality of their employments ought to succeed therein, 
without having any regard to such persons as the governor may thereupon 
pretend to appoint to supply their places.

The captains of his Majesty's ships stationed in America have, of late 
years, taken a very unwarrantable liberty of lying in port with their ships 
for the greatest part of the time they have remained a road, to the dishonour 
of his Majesty's service and the disservice of the colonies for whose protec 
tion they were appointed. We, being determined not to suffer any such 
neglect to pass unobserved for the future, do hereby strictly charge and 
direct you to apply yourself with his Majesty's ship under your command 
diligently to put in execution the instructions you have or shall receive from 
us, for attending on New England. When the season will permit your keep 
ing the sea, you are to cruise in proper stations for meeting with pirates and 
others who disturb his Majesty's subjects, and for the better guarding the 
said islands. Herein you are not to fail, as you will answer for the contrary 
at your peril.

That we may know how you do, from time to time, employ the ship under 
your command during your continuance on the service whereunto you are 
appointed, you are not to fail once in every six months to transmit to us, by 
the very first opportunity which shall offer, an exact copy of your journal 
under your hand; that so, by a strict examination of the same, it may be 
seen what care and diligence you have used in putting our instructions in 
execution.
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When you shall receive orders to return to England, you are not to take in 
more provisions than shall be sufficient to complete what you may have on 
board to three months of all species at whole allowance, upon the penalty of 
making good what damage his Majesty may otherwise receive thereby.

Whereas it has been represented to us by the principal officers and com 
missioners of the navy that, upon passing the accounts of the captains as 
well as pursers of his Majesty's ships and vessels who have been abroad, 
they find their companies have been supplied in foreign parts with slop 
cloths at a much higher price than is allowed to the contractor for those 
goods, (which is not only a prejudice to the seamen by making them pay 
higher prices, but a very great hardship to the contractor, who is obliged 
always to keep a good stock by him to answer any additional call the service 
may require for those goods) you are therefore hereby strictly required and 
directed to take particular care, before you proceed on your voyage, to de 
mand from the contractor here, or his agents at the outports, proper quan 
tities and sorts of slop cloths for the ship's company and voyage whereon 
she is designed, that so the hardships and inconveniences beforementioned 
may be prevented.

In case you shall meet with any ships or vessels upon your going out of or 
coming into the Channel, which you shall have any reason to suspect are 
carrying on a clandestine trade, you are strictly to search them, and upon 
your finding wool or any uncustomed goods on board, to seize and bring 
them into the nearest port, in order to their being proceeded against ac 
cording to law.

And as you are, by all opportunities which may present, to transmit to 
our secretary for our information an account of your proceedings and of 
the condition of the ship as to the number of men and all other particulars, 
so are you, in case of inability by sickness or otherwise, to be careful to 
leave these our orders with the next commanding officer.

2. Matthew Norris to Warren
Tartar, New York, 24 Feb. 1736/7

By a private letter I have received from Capt. Charles Windham of his 
Majesty's ship the Rose, stationed at South Carolina, I am informed that 
Mr. Dent, the commanding officer of his Majesty's ships at Jamaica, had 
sent his Majesty's sloop the Drake to South Carolina with an information of 
an intended invasion against the colony of Georgia; and also that the 
government of South Carolina and Capt. Windham had sent by land an 
express to Virginia and this province with the particulars of the information
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aforesaid, and thereupon requesting theirs as our assistance. Their lordships 
of the Admiralty have, by their orders to me of 24 May 1734, required that 
in case I shall find or be certainly informed that the Spaniards are actually 
preparing for any such attempt, timely to proceed with his Majesty's ship 
under my command, jointly with the ships stationed at Virginia and Boston, 
to use my best endeavours to protect and defend the aforesaid settlement of 
Georgia, (although the said express is not yet come to hand, being, as I sup 
pose, retarded by the badness of the weather and the difficulty of passing 
the rivers.) Yet, that his Majesty's service may not suffer or be hindered 
thereby, I have thought it necessary that you forthwith careen and refit his 
Majesty's ship under your command, taking on board her six months 
provisions of all species for her highest complement of men. So soon as the 
said express arrives, I shall send you, as it may appear necessary, orders to 
proceed accordingly. But you are in the meantime to acquaint the governor 
and council of Boston hereof, to the end that the colony may not suffer by 
your absence. For performing the services above, this shall be your suf 
ficient warrant.

3. Matthew Norris to Warren
Tartar, New York, 14 Mar. 1736/7

The inclemency of the weather having, as I suppose, still detained the ex 
press from South Carolina; nevertheless, that his Majesty's service may not 
suffer thereby, you are hereby directed (in case your ship is in a readiness for 
the sea at the time of your receiving this) or as soon after as she shall be in 
a readiness, to proceed and make the best of your way to Sandy Hook, 
where being arrived, you are to send your boat with an officer up to New 
York, where you may expect further orders, and that we shall proceed in 
company to South Carolina. But in case the wind should hang so far west 
and northwesterly as much as to retard your passage hither, you may expect 
that I shall be put to sea. You are then to make the best of your way to the 
bar of Charleston without calling here, where being arrived you are to send 
an officer in your boat on shore for further information and orders.

In case of our meeting in the sea, to prevent unnecessary chasing or 
delays, you are to observe the signals herewith sent you.

As his Majesty's ship under my command is at this time short of com 
plement, and it is doubtful whether she can be manned at this port, you are, 
before your leaving Boston, to use your endeavours to procure ten able 
seamen, to enter for her as volunteers, and to receive them on board you, 
and bear them for victuals only until you have an opportunity of putting



8 PEACE AND WAR

them on board her. For performing the several services above, this shall be 
your warrant.

4. Warren to Navy Board
Squirrel, Boston, 27 Mar. 1737

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, Herewith I send you an account of what I have 
disbursed for the use of his Majesty's ship Squirrel in cleaning and fitting 
her for sea, and have drawn bills on you payable to Mr. Edward Jasper of 
this date for £110 18s 7d. The extraordinary account of boat hire that I 
have been at was owing to the severe season and the hurry I cleaned in, it 
being said at that time the Spaniards were fitting out an armament at 
Havana to attack the new colony of Georgia. (Though by a letter from 
Carolina of the 10th instant to this place, we are told it is all a false rumour.) 
However, I have an order from Capt. Norris to join him. There have been 
such quantities of ice in this harbour that it has very much damaged two of 
my cables; therefore must desire (as these things are very dear here) that 
you will please to send me two against the fall of the year. It would be for 
his Majesty's service to have chain moorings here to preserve the cables.

5. Peter Faneuil to Warren
Squirrel, Boston, 19 Sept. 1737

DEAR SIR, I have the pleasure to acquaint you that all Smith's cargo is 
safely landed. It consists of 28 hogsheads rum, 45 hogsheads of molasses, 
and 8 hogsheads of right good Bordeaux claret, 4 of which are safe in a 
cellar. I have sold part of the molasses, @ 5s 3d. I hope to get 10s a gallon 
for the rum. The beef came all back, there being no demand for it. However, 
we shall not lose but 10s a barrel by it, which is but a trifle. We made £45 
freight back in the sloop, so that I reckon upon the whole that we shall clear 
by this voyage between £400 and £500, which is no bad doing upon a six 
weeks voyage and upon a cargo that did not cost us £700, after the beef is 
deducted.

Your nephew Captain Tyrrell was well the 27th ultimo, and would then 
sail in about three days, God send him a good voyage. I desire that you'll 
make my best respects acceptable to your good lady and all the DeLancey 
family, and give me leave to tell you that I am, etc.

P.S. My uncle salutes you; he is as to health in it as when you left him.
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6. Warren to Burchett
Squirrel, Boston, 16 Dec. 1738

SIR, Herewith I send you a journal of my proceedings to several of the 
fishing ports of this government, and to Casco Bay, from whence there was 
an account to the governor and council that the inhabitants about that bay 
and other adjacent parts were under some uneasiness on account of a num 
ber of Indians who had assembled together in greater numbers, as they 
apprehended, than usual. Upon which I made the best of my way there, and 
found their fears were groundless, and that those Indians were of our own 
tribes and came about that bay only to gather berries and make up their 
winter store of fish, which is usual for them to do. The cod fishery in all the 
ports goes on very well, but much depends on the foreign markets. They 
have had but ill success in their whale fishery this year, both on this coast 
and to Davis Straits, to which place they send many vessels and are said to 
be more dextrous at that business than any others that go there; and that 
their ill success was owing to unseasonable weather.

7. Admiralty Board to Warren
11 June 1739

In pursuance of his Majesty's pleasure, signified to us by his grace the 
Duke of Newcastle, principal secretary of state, you are required and 
directed to commit all sorts of hostility against the Spaniard, and endeavour 
to take by all forcible means possible all Spanish ships or vessels, (as well 
ships of war and merchant ships or other vessels) which you shall meet with 
or be able to come up with, and to annoy the Spaniard in the best manner 
you shall be able. If you shall take any Spanish ships, you are to carry them, 
together with their effects, into some of his Majesty's ports in America, to 
be there kept without plunder or embezzlement till his Majesty's pleasure 
shall be known concerning them. Reserve the money arising therefrom for 
his Majesty's further disposition, giving particular accounts, as often as you 
shall have opportunities of doing the same, of your proceedings to our 
secretary for our information.

The Spaniards may probably make some attempt on Georgia or 
Carolina, and the several ships of his Majesty's mentioned in the margin 
hereof being stationed on the coast of America, you are, upon the first 
notice or suspicion of the Spaniard's intentions to make any such attempt, 
immediately to proceed thither with the ships under your command. Use 
your best endeavours to protect the said settlements from any attempts that
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may be made on them, either by taking, sinking, burning or otherwise 
destroying the ships, vessels or boats which the Spaniards may employ 
thereon, or by all other means that may possibly be in your power. You are, 
without a moment's loss of time, to send an account to the captains of the 
other ships stationed on the continent of America (especially those which 
are stationed nearest to you) if you or they shall have notice or a suspicion 
of the Spaniards making any attempt on Georgia or Carolina, that they may 
forthwith, pursuant to the orders they have received from us, repair to your 
assistance. During the time that the said ships or part of them shall be 
together, those who are the junior captains are to be under the command of 
him who is senior, and to follow his orders.

8. Warren to Burchett
Squirrel, Boston, 9 July 1739

SIR, Pursuant to my orders from the lords commissioners of the admiralty, 1 
have been down along the coast of Nova Scotia, as far as Canso, where 1 
made such inquiry as directed into the state of the fishery and garrison 
there, which I herewith enclose you, for the information of their lordships.

A State of the French Fishery at Cape Breton, June 1739

The French have at present in the different parts of the island of Cape 
Breton five hundred shallops, which employ five men each; that is to say, 
three in the shallop to catch the fish and two on shore to cure it. These 
shallops are about seven or eight tons, and catch generally three hundred 
quintals of fish in a season (which is from April to the latter end of 
September) of which the fishermen have one third and all things furnished 
them at the owner's expense, who draws the other two thirds for his outset 
in catching and his labour in curing said fish (which is effected by often ex 
posing it to the sun) and sorting it for the different markets, each sort being 
kept in separate piles and not weighed off till the 20 September, and then 
sold to the ships that come from France with stores and necessaries for 
carrying on said fishery; and that at a price appointed by order of the 
government, which is generally about 9s sterling a quintal. This fish is 
carried to the different ports of France, Spain, Portugal and Italy and there 
sold at a higher rate than the English fish (by reason of the care there is 
taken in curing it and of the method they have of sorting and sizing it for the 
proper markets.) This is the method of the summer fishery carried on by the



1736-1745 11

inhabitants. Now comes on that of the winter fishery. The summer season 
being over, they contract with their men anew and allow them half what 
fish they catch, and they find themselves provisions. The fishery begins 
about the middle of November and ends the beginning of February, in 
which time they frequently catch 100 quintals a boat, which fish is ready to 
ship in the spring for France, by which they have the advantage of the 
English, who make no winter fish here.

There are at least eighty sail of ships in a year laden with fish and train oil 
proceeding therefrom, of which number there are about sixty sail who come 
to purchase their load, which may be computed at 2,000 quintals of fish, 
one ship with another. The rest of the ships fit out from that part of France 
called St. Jean-de-Luz and Bayonne to fish for themselves; and proportion 
their number of men to the quantity the ship will carry, which they compute 
at two men to every hundred quintals of fish. These men have no wages out 
or home, are allowed by the owners nothing but bread and small beer, and 
have one pound of butter a day for ten men, and at their return to France, 
they have two-fifths of what fish they have caught amongst the master and 
crew, and the owner of the ship has the remainder. Some of these ships' men 
fish in shallops, but most in schooners from twenty to forty tons, who go to 
Sable Island bank, Banquereau bank, St. Peter's and all the banks on the 
coast of Nova Scotia, and catch their fish there, and make great part of 
them in the English uninhabited ports on that coast. In 1720, the French 
fishery consisted at most of about fifteen or twenty sail of ships, few 
shallops and no schooners, but have gradually increased ever since. Besides 
those French ships that load for Europe, there are yearly above thirty sail of 
large sloops, schooners and brigs load for the French settlements in the 
West Indies.

Sorts and sizes of fish for the different ports to which they are carried by
the French

Small white Large black Large winter All sorts, 
fish fish fish mixed

Lisbon Bordeaux Dunkirk Cadiz 
Marseilles Nantes Le Havre Seville 
Leghorn Bayonne St. Malo Alicante 
Naples Bilboa and all 

Biscay

French West Indies: mostly refuse fish.

As to the state of the garrison of Canso, if it can be called so, it is in a
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most miserable condition—not one gun mounted, not a barrack fit for a 
soldier to live in. There are now there four companies of thirty men each. In 
my humble opinion, had we a rupture with France it would not be support 
able a week in its present situation. I am informed the French are very well 
fortified at Cape Breton and have never less than 1,000 regular troops in 
garrison there. 1

The English fishery at Canso is much decayed, in proportion to the im 
provement and increase of the French fishery, within these ten years past, 
greatly occasioned by their fishing on those banks on our coast which are 
looked upon as the sole property of the crown of England and its subjects, 
and even making and curing their fish on the coast of Nova Scotia, which, if 
they could be prevented from doing, they must entirely give up that valuable 
branch of trade which employs great numbers of people, as appears by the 
above state of the French fishery.

I am also informed that the French have no fishing banks within their 
limits but such as are subject to inconveniences that would render it imprac 
ticable to carry on their fishery with any advantage.

The form and situation of the islands of Canso seems calculated by 
nature for the use of the fishery and nothing else, for which reason a small 
fortification there for the protection of the fishery would be necessary. 2 And 
as the barrenness of that soil, and that adjacent, renders it incapable of any 
other improvement, I apprehend a settlement made in one of the best ports 
on the south side of Nova Scotia, where the soil is good and proper for 
agriculture as well as fishing, and as near Canso as such port may be found, 
would be of great advantage to the fishery. Port La Have and Chebucto3 the 
former about fifty, the latter about forty leagues to the eastward of Canso, 
would be the properest place for such settlement, but especially Port Le 
Have, the soil being [the better] though both larej fine harbours. In the pre 
sent situation, the French, by their missionaries and the presents the crown 
makes annually of powder and shot, and triannually lofj a new gun to each 
Indian fit to bear arms, has so riveted them to their interest that they will not 
suffer an Englishman to settle or cure fish in any of the ports on the south 
side [of] Nova Scotia. In all which ports there are a few Indians; one of 
them has a commission from the governor of Canada or Cape Breton to 
command a particular district, and generally bears the title of captain of the 
fort to which they belong.

1 Actually 560 regulars and some 400 militia in Louisbourg.
2 Canso was garrisoned by a small detachment of the 40th Foot, which also formed the 

garrison at Annapolis Royal, Placentia and St. John's.
3 Settled in 1749 and named Halifax. Earlier in 1732 Capt. Thomas Durell had brought to 

the Admiralty's attention the excellent qualitites of Chebucto harbour. See Douglas, 'Nova 
Scotia and the Royal Navy 1713-1766', p. 39.
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These are such observations as I have been able to collect in obedience to 
their lordships' orders.

9. Warren to Burchett
Squirrel, Boston, 10 Aug. 1739

SIR, Capt. Townshend in his Majesty's ship Tartar arrived here on the 9th 
instant, and brought me orders to make reprisals on the Spaniards, and 1 
shall be at sea in ten days with a clean ship and 140 men. And as it is im 
possible to employ the ship on this coast during the winter, 1 propose to 
cruise to the southward, which I hope their lordships will approve of. 1 will, 
to the utmost of my power, annoy the enemy and protect his Majesty's sub 
jects. It has been agreed on by Gov. Belcher, Capt. Townshend and myself 
to forward the packets to the other governments and stationed ships by 
land, as the speediest and safest conveyance, by which means Capt. 
Townshend may proceed immediately to his station at South Carolina. This 
you will please to communicate to their lordships, and if they should think 
proper to employ more ships on this station, I humbly hope they will do me 
the honour of commanding in a proper ship.

10. Warren to Bull
Squirrel, Charleston, S.C., 12 Sept. 1739

SIR, The above is a copy of their lordships' orders to me, relating to the 
protection of this colony and Georgia, which you'll please to communicate 
to the honourable council of this province. Give me leave to do myself the 
honour of waiting on you and them at five o'clock this evening, if con 
venient to you and them.

11. Bull to Warren
Charleston, S.C., 13 Sept. 1739

SIR, Your favour of yesterday is now before me, wherein you have given me 
a copy of an instruction which you have received from the lords of the ad 
miralty, whereby you are directed, upon the first notice or suspicion of the 
Spaniards' intentions of making an attempt upon this province or Georgia, 
immediately to repair hither and use your utmost endeavours to protect
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these settlements; and also to send for, to your assistance, the several other 
ships of his Majesty's stationed on the continent of America.

I cannot but with a great deal of gratitude take notice of his Majesty's 
care and regard for this province, which has been always very signal; but 
more particularly at this juncture, when we stand most in need of it and 
when, of course, it will be most sensibly felt by his Majesty's subjects here.

By several late circumstances and depositions, particularly by Capt. 
Fennell and Mr. Dodd from Havana and of Capt. Tisdale from Bilboa, 
copies of which you have herewith, I have the greatest reason to believe 
that, though the Spaniards for some reason suspended the invasion of this 
province and Georgia (which was intended the summer before last, and ac 
tually then ready to be carried into execution, according to an account 
which I then sent to the Duke of Newcastle) yet that same design still sub 
sists, that the preparation of boats, &c., then made are still in being in great 
order and readiness; and that they are only waiting for the first favourable 
juncture to invade us.

In July last a Spanish launch, which came here on a very idle pretence, 
was seen at different times sounding the several inlets upon this coast, and 
another launch has also been seen very lately, standing on and off.

Many of the slaves belonging to the inhabitants of this province have of 
late betook themselves to the castle of St. Augustine being invited thither by 
a proclamation published there by his Catholic Majesty's order, which 
promised freedom and protection to all such as should resort thither, an 
exact account of which I also sent to the Duke of Newcastle. At this Very 
moment all the southern parts of this province are under arms, occasioned 
by an insurrection of their slaves (which I have too much reason to fear is 
encouraged underhand by the Spaniards) who have cut off several families 
and were bending their course, I suppose, towards St. Augustine, but I hope 
are pretty well suppressed at present.

I look upon it as a very fortunate thing that you have put into this port. 
As the lords of the Admiralty have been pleased to give you an instruction 
so much in our favour, the zeal which appears in you to do your duty to his 
Majesty and any service in your power to his dominions leaves me no room 
to doubt but that you will pursue the instructions accordingly, by cruising in 
the manner you think proper on this coast or the southward of it, in order to 
procure what intelligence you can of the Spanish designs; or to prevent, as 
far as in you lies, the invasion which, no doubt, they will make upon these 
parts as soon as ever they shall hear of the measures which his Britannic 
Majesty pursues to procure satisfaction for the injuries already committed 
by them on his subjects. As you will be in the way which all Spanish 
privateers will probably take who shall fit out to molest the trade of any of
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his Majesty's colonies on the continent, you will, I think, at the same time as 
you are particularly serving us, be a protection to them all. You can scarce 
fail, while you are serving his Majesty, of acquiring honour also to yourself. 
I am sure you will ever be gratefully remembered by all the inhabitants of 
this province and by none more than [myselfJ.

P.S. Since writing the above, Capt. Fennell and Mr. Dodd have declined 
making their depositions in form, apprehending that their private interests 
might suffer thereby, as their duty to the South Sea Company's service will 
call them to Havana. But they informed me by word of mouth that the 
vessels which were to be employed in the late invasion now lie hauled up at 
Havana and secured from the weather with an intent, as was currently 
reported there, to put them to the same use, upon the first account they shall 
have of a rupture with the crown of Great Britain.

12. Warren to Burchett
Squirrel, Charleston, S.C., 14 Sept. 1739

SIR, I am to acquaint you that on the 9th August last I received by Capt. 
Townshend of the Tartar their lordships' order of 11 June last to commit 
hostilities upon the subjects of the King of Spain. I sailed in company with 
him from Boston on 19 August, and on the 1st instant in the latitude of 
35° 00' I parted company with him. On the 6th, I spoke with a ship eleven 
days from Winy ah in South Carolina, Archibald Lydal, master, bound to 
Lisbon, who informed me that it was, when he left that place, currently 
reported that a fleet had been seen lurking off the coast of Carolina, but on 
what part he could not tell. Upon which, pursuant to their lordships' said 
order, I made the best of my way to this port, where, on my arrival the 11th 
instant, I found the report groundless, but the colony in the utmost confu 
sion on account of their negroes, a party of about a hundred having 
assembled together, and in a most inhumane and barbarous manner 
murdered twenty-one white people, men, women and children. The 
government's fear upon this occasion was great, imagining most of the 
negroes in the province were concerned in this villainous plot, but that as yet 
does not appear. There are about thirty of the negroes killed, some taken, 
and the rest put to the rout. You will perceive, by the enclosed from the 
governor in council to me, that they have great reason to believe that their 
slaves were prompted by the Spaniards at St. Augustine to commit this most 
barbarous cruelty. By the same letter you will likewise be apprised of this 
government's apprehension of an intended invasion from the Spaniard, and
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of their application to me on that head, upon which I wrote the governor the 
enclosed letter, agreeable to which I intend to act. As neither of the 
stationed ships here can be ready in less than a fortnight, owing to an un 
common sickly season which has very much affected their men, I shall 
proceed tomorrow in company with his Majesty's sloop Spence, to the 
southward of Georgia, to intercept any Spanish ships or vessels I may 
possibly meet with, and gain what intelligence I can for his Majesty's and 
the service of these colonies, which I shall not fail to communicate to their 
lordships, and also to the proper governors and the rest of the ships of war 
mentioned in the margin of my order. If I should learn that the Spaniards 
have no intent of putting their suspected design in execution, I shall repair to 
my proper station, if not prevented by the winter season, and shall write, in 
that case, to Governor Belcher the reason of my not returning from 
cruising. As soon as the ships on this station are ready for the sea, they will 
cruise on the coast for the security of the trade to and from those colonies. 
As the Gulf is the door by which all the Spaniards must pass that can annoy 
our trade in North America, I humbly conceive the keeping that well 
guarded will be the only means to prevent ill consequences to the trade. As 
there is no port to the southward of Virginia on this continent proper for 
ships of force, it must therefore be guarded by small ones, which will, I 
apprehend, be some inconvenience, if it be true, as we are now informed, 
that the Spaniards daily expect to have ten capital ships stationed at 
Havana. This is all at present that occurs to me for his Majesty's service, 
which you will please to communicate to their lordships, and of which 1 
hope they will approve. Give me leave to bear 140 men during my time on 
this service, which I have ventured to do on this emergency and hope it will 
likewise meet with their lordships' approbation.

P.S. Capt. Townshend arrived off the bar this day. He has sprung his 
bowsprit, but will be ready for sea in a week's time.

13. Warren to Bull
Squirrel, Charleston, S.C., 14 Sept. 1739

SIR, I received yours of the 13th instant, setting forth your apprehensions of 
an intended invasion by the Spaniards on this colony or Georgia, and that 
you think the earliest intelligence that can be possibly procured on that head 
will be of the utmost service to both. It gives me a great deal of pleasure 
that, as his Majesty's sloop Spence is in immediate readiness to sail as well 
as my own ship, it will be in my power to proceed tomorrow with her. This 1 
propose to do in order to procure the best intelligence I can for his Majesty's
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and the service of this colony. This I shall communicate to you on all 
occasions with as much punctuality as the nature of it will permit. As the 
ships already stationed here must naturally be under my command during 
the time I may happen to be senior captain, I shall give them such orders as 
I shall think most conducive to the service of the colony and the protection 
of the trade to and from it. Capt. Fanshawe is using his utmost endeavour to 
get his ship cleaned and fit for the sea, but as the season of the year has 
been uncommonly sickly, many of his men have suffered. It is not possible 
for him to be ready to put to sea in less than a fortnight. The Hon. Capt. 
Townshend in his Majesty's ship Tartar, who is hourly expected here to 
relieve the Rt. Hon. Lord Delorain, will probably be ready sooner.

I shall be glad if you will communicate to me any intelligence you may 
receive that I may transmit the same to my lords commissioners of the Ad 
miralty. If I should gain any that the Spaniards are preparing for a descent 
on this place or Georgia, I shall immediately advise you thereof that you 
may by express send for, to your assistance, his Majesty's ships at Virginia 
and New York. As a good sailing sloop will be necessary for dispatching to 
you such advices as I may receive, I recommend it to your consideration.

14. Bull to Warren
Charleston, S.C., 15 Sept. 1739

SIR, His Majesty having been pleased to signify to me that, as he thinks the 
Spaniards may possibly make some attempt upon Carolina or Georgia, he 
has ordered a sufficient number of ships for the defence of these colonies. 
Therefore, if I should discover that any preparations are making by the 
Spaniards for that purpose, I should forthwith give notice thereof to the 
commanders of such his Majesty's ships as may be nearest to us, that they 
may come to our assistance. I do accordingly, by the advice of his Majesty's 
council, acquaint you that I have received very good intelligence that the 
preparations which were some time since at Havana for invading this 
province and Georgia are still kept in readiness for the same purpose upon 
the first news of a rupture between the crowns of Great Britain and Spain. 
Some other circumstances induce me to think that the Spaniards intend to 
carry that design into execution, and there is little doubt with me that it will 
be done very speedily, as soon as ever they shall hear that letters of marque 
and reprisal are granted upon them. His Majesty's orders to me in this 
case are so plain that I think I should be wanting in my duty to his Majesty, 
as well as to this province, if I did not take the first opportunity to send you 
notice thereof.
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15. Warren to Burchett
Squirrel South Carolina, 18 Nov. 1739

SIR, Since my last to you of 15 Oct. by the Hawk, I have received a letter 
from General Oglethorpe, dated at Savannah, Georgia the 7th of that 
month, wherein he says the Spaniards are fitting out launches at 
St. Augustine. But as I was off that port on the 5th of the same month, and 
must have seen any vessels or launches that were there, I conclude his infor 
mation on that head is not well founded. By another of his letters, dated at 
the same place 29 Oct., he informs me that the advices which he had before 
received, that the Spaniards were fitting out launches, was confirmed, and 
desires my assistance to prevent their injuring his Majesty's subjects. As my 
ship was then going to clean, I sent Capt. Fanshawe in the Phoenix to 
Georgia, from whence he was to proceed to St. Augustine for intelligence. 
But as he is not yet returned, which he was immediately to do on his finding 
any preparations going on at St. Augustine, it is possible the general may be 
misinformed on that point too.

I shall sail tomorrow for Georgia, and from thence cruise in the Gulf and 
off St. Augustine for intelligence; and whatever I can learn [Ij shall com 
municate to you for their lordships' information. The general has thoughts 
of attacking St. Augustine, but 1 believe he is disappointed by our tribes of 
Indians, on whom he much depended, they having refused to meddle in the 
squabble. This government, to whom he has likewise applied, are not very 
capable of assisting him after the great mortality of last summer, though it 
is much their inclination and interest (since their estates are made very 
precarious by the promise of freedom and protection from the Spaniards at 
St. Augustine to all their slaves, which makes them very insolent.) If this ex 
pedition should go on, which I apprehend cannot be carried into execution 
till spring, it may not be improper for us in his Majesty's ships to know how 
far we should be aiding and assisting in it. It is reported here that Sir 
Yelverton Peyton has taken and carried into Virginia a Spanish ship of war 
of fifty guns, but how far it is to be depended on I cannot venture to say. A 
small prize arrived here a week ago that was taken by a New York privateer 
off Cuba, who says that five English men of war were cruising off Havana 
and that nothing would venture out of that port, which probably will prevent 
their making any attempt on our colonies or even sending succours to St. 
Augustine.

I do not hear as yet that there has been any Spanish privateers out, nor of 
any of our trade being taken. The produce of the Spanish schooner's cargo, 
which I mentioned in my former, amounts to £160, which I hope their 
lordships will order to be divided amongst the ships's company. I have kept
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the vessel agreeable to my orders, but she is so old and worm eaten that she 
is not worth at present £20 and must grow worse.

I send you the weekly accounts of the Squirrel, Tartar and Spence, and 
the disposition of the ships at present under my command. The Squirrel sails 
tomorrow for Georgia; the Phoenix [is] at sea, to return the 30th instant. 
The Spence [has] gone to Providence, with public letters which came from 
England for that government, then to cruise to the southward in the Gulf for 
intelligence, to return to this port the beginning of January. The Tartar |is| 
cleaning, and will sail in eight days to cruise on this coast for the protection 
of the trade.

16. Warren to Burchett
Squirrel, South Carolina, 29 Dec. 1739

SIR, Since my last of 18 Nov., on the 21st, on my way to Georgia, I met 
Capt. Fanshawe in the Phoenix, who informed me that on 6 Nov. he had 
been off the port of St. Augustine, and could plainly perceive that there 
were no other vessels there than those which I formerly mentioned to you, 
viz, three sloops and a small schooner. There was no appearance of any ar 
mament there. I arrived at Jekyll Sound on the 28th following, where 1 was 
informed by General Oglethorpe that not many days before two highland 
servants had been killed on Amelia Island by some Spanish Indians. How 
far the Spaniards were accessory to this I cannot say.

I sailed from thence 5 Dec. and stood to the southward in order to look 
into St. Augustine, off which coast I cruised till the 17th; but the weather 
proving very bad, I could not look into the port, and my ship's bows being 
very open and leaky obliged me to return to this port, where I arrived 23 
Dec. I shall sail in ten days to cruise for the protection of the trade, which 1 
do not hear has been as yet molested by the Spaniards. Capt. Laws in the 
Spence is arrived, but without any intelligence, having met nothing on his 
cruise, [and] is fitting for the sea. The Tartar is lying windbound with 
several merchant ships which she is to convoy off the coast, then to call at 
Georgia and look into the port of St. Augustine and return to her station off 
this coast to finish the cruise. The Phoenix [is] to sail in a few days with 
another convoy of ships, and to cruise off the coast in the way of the trade* 
By a vessel from New York I am informed Capt. Pearse lay ready to sail 
for this place.

As there is no room to suspect any attack from the Spaniards, either on 
this colony or Georgia, I propose to proceed to my station as early this 
spring as the season will permit, for preventing injuries from privateers which
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probably may venture north in the summer. The negroes of this colony had 
formed another plot for the destruction of the inhabitants, but happily were 
discovered before it could be carried into execution. It is thought that they 
will be obliged to put many of them to death. This, it is not doubted, is en 
tirely owing to the encouragement given from St. Augustine, which place 
must be in great distress, since we are well assured the Diamond from 
Jamaica has taken their pay ship, with all their necessaries. I do not find 
there is any credit to be given to the report I mentioned in my last of Sir 
Yelverton Peyton's having taken a Spanish fifty gun ship.

17. Warren to Burchett 
Squirrel in Cooper River, S.C. 19 Feb. 1739/40

SIK, Please acquaint their lordships that I sailed 11 Jan. with some merchant 
ships off the coast, but parted with them in three days by bad weather. On 
the 17th instant, I spoke with a vessel from the Bay of Honduras, who in 
formed me that Admiral Vernon had taken Porto Bello, and that some of 
his ships were returned to Jamaica. The weather being bad prevented my 
having a more particular account. I cruised off this coast for the protection 
of the trade till the 15th instant. At [that] time I arrived in this port, where I 
found Capt. Pearse in his Majesty's ship Flamborough, who arrived here 
from Georgia, and who I presume has given their lordships the state of that 
colony and the plan of operation which is now on foot between this govern 
ment and that of Georgia for the attacking of St. Augustine. 1 [This] plan, 1 
apprehend, is agreed to by both governments, [butj cannot soon be carried 
into execution, since the heat of the summer will make such an attempt im 
practicable, before which it will be impossible to make the preparations 
necessary for that service. As Capt. Pearse is now here, he will, I presume, 
inform their lordships of the disposition of the ships and whatever else may 
be necessary for their information.

18. Belcher to Warren
Boston, 5 June 1740

SIR, I have your favour of 10 May, no part of which was needful by way of 
apology, since I constantly heard how much the service of your king and 
country engrossed you.

'See The St. Augustine Expedition of 1740. A Report to the South Carolina General 
Assembly, reprinted with an introduction by John Tate tanning (Columbia, S.C.: 1954).
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I thank you for so particular an account of the design upon St. Augustine 
in which there seems to be a prospect of the desired success. May God 
Almighty grant it!

I heartily congratulate your good luck in the captures you made while 
lying before that port, which must facilitate the reduction of the place, as 
you learned from them its wretched condition. We are daily expecting to 
hear you are masters of it. The schooner taken by Capt. Boscawen has been 
a favourable turn to these northern colonies where she might have done much 
mischief, especially on this naked coast. I have not heard of any pickaroon 
yet strolling this way. When the service is over at St. Augustine we shall be 
glad to see you here. The surveyor [John PeagrumJ, his lady and a great 
number of other good friends send you their compliments and best wishes. 
That every easy and honourable circumstance in life may constantly fall to 
your share is [my] desire.

P.S. My compliments wait on the Hon. Capt. Townshend, whose lines 1 
shall esteem when he has nothing else to do.

19. Council of War 
Flamborough, off St. Augustine, 24 June 1740

Present: Capts. Pearse, Peyton, Warren, Townshend, Laws, Dandridge.

A proposal [has been] made for attacking the six half-galleys, launches 
and other boats in the harbour and above the Castle of St. Augustine with 
the pinnaces and longboats belonging to his Majesty's ships. The council, 
having taken the said proposal into consideration, do apprehend it imprac 
ticable for the following reasons.

First, upwards of three hundred men are and have been employed from 
his Majesty's ships in landing the troops, cannon, mortars and other stores, 
mounting and fighting them at the batteries without any assistance from 
General Oglethorpe's troops. This has so fatigued them that many of them 
are disabled, sick, and forced to return to their ships.

Secondly, manning the boats for the attack would take upwards of 150 
men more, which would disable the ships and at the same time not equal 
near the number of men in the six half-galleys at the lowest estimate. The 
boats must pass the castle and town under discharge of their cannon, within 
shot of their musketry for over a mile before they come at the galleys. It is 
therefore thought by the council to be too hazardous an enterprise to be un 
dertaken with the boats. General Oglethorpe having embarked all his troops, 
Indians, &c. ? and gone over to Point Quartell, makes it more impracticable,
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since it is apprehended, if an attack upon the galleys should prove un 
successful, the ships will be quite disabled. The people now on the island 
would then fall a sacrifice to the enemy, they being so much weakened by 
the disjunction of the general, his troops and Indians, &c., (who were to 
favour the attack on the galleys by attacking at the same time the town on 
the land side, diverting the garrison as much as possible from interrupting 
the boats). As the general, his troops, &c., are on Point Quartell and it is un 
certain whether he will cross the river or march round by Diego to the town, 
it is not possible to judge when he can be there.

20. Council of War 1
Flamborough, St. Augustine, 3 July 1740

Present: Capts. Pearse, Warren, Fanshawe, Townshend, Laws, Dandridge.

General Oglethorpe applied to me by his letter of the 2nd instant to leave 
on shore 200 seamen belonging to his Majesty's ships here, to man one of 
the batteries on the island of St. Eustatius. The same was taken into con 
sideration, and the council are unanimously of opinion that [the request] 
could not be complied with for the following reasons.

First, the companies of his Majesty's several ships are so reduced by the 
number of sick on board, and [the] weakness of the rest by overfatigue in 
blowing, squally and rainy weather IthatJ the remainder would not be able 
to sail the ships.

Secondly, the time is so far spent, by which each ship's provisions are 
reduced so low, that it is impossible to leave a sufficient quantity of 
provisions for them till the return of the ships.

Thirdly, there are not slops on board the fleet sufficient to clothe them, 
and as seamen have no other way of being supplied with clothes, they must 
perish with sickness in the rainy season that is now coming on, for want of 
clothes and necessaries.

If his Majesty's service shall be thought to suffer for want of the seamen 
being left on shore, it is the humble desire of every officer present that a 
proper inquiry be made where the fault lies, and that the person or persons 
who have not done their duty, or [have] deceived others, may be punished 
according to their demerits.

It is further desired by General Oglethorpe in his letter that I would 
protect St. John's River or at least Frederica, where ships may come into

1 For all pertinent documents relating to the navy's role at the siege of St. Augustine, see 
Capt. Pearse's letters, with enclosures, PRO, ADM/1/2284.
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Jekyll Sound, and take such other measures as may be proper to preserve 
the artillery and seacoast The above being taken into consideration, the 
council are of this opinion.

That if we [were to] protect the coast by cruising, we [would have to| re 
main here, which all the pilots are of opinion we cannot possibly do, as may 
appear by the council of war of 5 June. As to protecting St. John's River, 
we cannot conceive how the general can suppose it to be done, since he 
knows by Commodore Pearse's letter of 27 May, that it is impracticable for 
a ship or sloop of war to go in or come out again.

21. Warren to Burchett
Squirrel New York, 28 August 1740

SIR, Pursuant to my orders from Capt. Pearse of his Majesty's ship Flam- 
borough, I sailed from St. Augustine (after raising the siege of that place) 
on 7 July and arrived at Carolina on the 10th, from whence, agreeable to 
my orders, I sailed on the 13th and arrived at this port the 23rd. On the 
25th, by another order from Capt. Pearse, I took under my convoy a sloop 
with officers, troops and stores, bound to Col. Gooch at Virginia. After see 
ing them safe into Lynnhaven Bay on 31 July, I made the best of my way to 
sea in quest of a Spanish privateer said to be cruising off this coast. Being 
informed by several vessels which I spoke with that they had not been 
molested, I made the best of my way to this port, where I arrived 8 Aug. I 
am using my utmost diligence in fitting my ship in order to convoy Capt. 
[Francis] Perceval in the Astrea prize with masts, (he arrived here yesterday 
from New England) to Admiral Vernon at Jamaica, pursuant to an order 1 
from Mr. Vernon for my so doing. My ship will be ready in ten days, and I 
will proceed without loss of time. As the season of the year will be so far 
spent before I can return to my station at Boston as to make my ship 
useless, could I even get there, I shall therefore continue to the southward till 
the spring, if the admiral should have no other commands for me. I hope 
their lordships will approve.

I shall communicate this to the governor and council of New England, 
who, I am informed, are building a proper vessel to cruise on their coast. I 
will not trouble their lordships with the repetition of the affair of St. 
Augustine, as I presume Capt. Pearse, who commanded the sea forces on 
that unfortunate occasion, has already given a full account of the ill success 
that attended his Majesty's arms there.

1 See Vernon's order to Warren, Ranft, ed., The Vernon Papers, No. 47, p. 68.
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22. Warren to Bakers
Squirrel, Jamaica, 5 Mar. 1740/1

GENTLEMEN, Herewith I enclose you two bills of exchange amounting to 
£250, which, with what I remitted you before since my arrival here, and 
£100 remitted you on my account by my brother-in-law, James DeLancey, 
makes £1650, besides those remittances made you before by me from 
Carolina and New York and Ireland, which amounts to £625 6s 2^d, that 
making on the whole £2275 6s 2^d. After deducting what I owe you, I desire 
you will invest the remainder in such public funds as you and my good 
friend Mr. Norris (son to Sir John Norris) shall think safest, in my name. I 
wrote [him] on this occasion to pardon me for such trouble. If you have laid 
out any money I have remitted you for my use, in my name, I would have it 
remain so till my return. This money, or any other I may hereafter remit 
you, I would have laid out in the manner I have now directed.

I am now cleaning, and shall, in two or three days, follow Mr. Vernon to 
Cartagena, 1 whither he sailed a few days ago; I hope we shall soon give a 
good account of it. I should have gone with him but that my ship was as 
much damaged on the coast by bad weather. In looking into Cartagena, I 
found Don Rodrigo de Torres was gone from thence, we suppose to 
Havana, and left only six ships of war to support Cartagena, under the 
command of Don Bias de Lezo.

The French squadron are gone from Hispaniola, we presume for Europe, 
but are not certain. Be where they will, I hope you will soon hear of our 
doing something greatly to the honour of our country. I am very sorry to 
hear that your kinsman at Carolina has suffered by the fire. That poor 
colony must be in great distress upon this occasion, as well as that of their 
expense and disappointment in the ill-concerted and worse conducted attack 
on St. Augustine. I hope I shall never have any part in such an expedition 
again. It has given me much concern, as I had a great regard for the colony 
and flatter myself they had so for me.

You will do me the favour to make my compliments to Sir John 
Heathcote, his lady, and good Mrs. Samuel Baker. If, in this country (where 
I do not know what stay I shall make) I can do you any service, it would be 
great pleasure to me.

P.S. As my letter 1 to Mr. Norris does not go by the same vessel this does, 
please to communicate this to him, giving him as little trouble as possible.

1 On 30 Jan. 1740/41 Vernon had ordered Warren to look into Cartagena, Ranft, ed., The 
Vernon Papers, No. 117, pp. 169-70. See Warren's letters and reports to Vernon, 2 & 23 
Feb. 1740/41, Vernon-Wager Papers, 45971,46018-9, Library of Congress.

2 Not located.
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On my return I hope to settle the account of my prizes, and remit you at 
least £1,000 more.

23. Belcher to Warren
Boston, 29 June 1741

SIR, I have by the post your kind favour of 22 instant, 1 which gives me the 
pleasing opportunity of congratulating you on your safe return to your lady, 
family and friends, and to rejoice heartily with you in your great success, 
and in the honour and service you have done your king and country, and 
which so much redounds to your own. Pursuant to Adm. Vernon's orders I 
see you are fitting to be gone with all dispatch to Great Britain, and that we 
must not expect the pleasure of seeing you here, which is a great mortifica 
tion to the vast number of well wishers which you have in this place, and to 
none more than to myself.

I wrote some months ago to the lords of the Admiralty of the naked con 
dition of this coast, and that in wartime we generally had two ships, and 
hoped that they would send for the defence of this coast a sixty and a twenty 
gun ship; but I have had no return. I am in opinion with you that the French 
will avoid a war, if possible, but should it happen otherwise, I should rejoice 
to see you upon this station.

I have already, and shall go on to, let the trade know of your soon sailing 
for Great Britain, to whom you may be of service. Mr. lAndrewJ Belcher 
returns you his compliments, as I do Mrs. Warren's.

I am much obliged to Admiral Vernon for his well accepting my best 
endeavours to advance his Majesty's service and honour. I am heartily sorry 
that great good man was obliged to retreat from before Cartagena without a 
complete conquest. This event, I am afraid, will prolong the war, and 
perhaps more easily draw the French into it.

Before this can reach you, you will have heard of my hard fate in being 
dismissed from both my governments. Such is the king's pleasure, to which 
I must submit as patiently as I can.

Wherever God Almighty may cast your lot, I hope you will always reach 
the summit of your own wishes.

24. Belcher to Warren
Boston, 3 Aug. 1741

SIR, This post brings me your obliging favour of 27 July. I thank lyou forj 
your kind regard to me, and wish my successor may find the government 

1 Not located.
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more easy and more profitable to him than ever I have. May God Almighty 
give you a good passage with your wonted success!

In case of a peace, which perhaps may be coming forward, and a 
vacancy should happen in your neighboring province, I hope Sir Charles 
[Wager] and Sir John [Norris] and the rest of your friends will get it for 
you, and at all events the early promise of it on your arrival. It would 
doubtless be very agreeable to Mrs. Warren and her friends to keep you 
ashore.

I wish you and your lady long life with a great share of health and every 
easy circumstance.

25. Warren to Corbett
Launceston, at the Nore, 20 Mar. 1741/2

SIR, The favour I have already received from you induces me to hope you 
will pardon the trouble I give you in the enclosed, which I mentioned to Sir 
Charles Wager when I applied for the ship I now command. If you think it a 
proper thing to be communicated to their lordships, you will please to do [so] 
at such time and in such manner as you shall judge most convenient. Should 
their lordships be pleased to approve of it in its present form or with such 
emendations as they may think more advisable, I should esteem it a par 
ticular favour and honour done me to entrust me with the execution of what 
(I apprehend) would at least put it in my power to show that I do not want 
inclination to do all the service in my power.

P.S. As I have had the favour to serve under, and be a little known to, Mr. 
Cavendish, it may not be improper to communicate the affair first to him.

Proposals for the better employing his Majesty's ships 
stationed on the coast of North America

The severity of the winter from the middle of November to the latter end 
of March is sufficient protection to the colonies to the northward of 
Virginia. [I] propose that the ships stationed at New York and New England 
and one of those at Virginia should, about the middle of November, proceed 
to Barbados or Antigua with such of the trade as should be bound from 
their respective stations to the West Indies. They should proceed [from 
there] to the Spanish coast, [stopping] at Curasao for intelligence, pilots and 
water, and then cruise on that coast till the beginning of February, taking
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care always to be to the windward of Cartagena (where they can wood and 
water without interruption, either at the river Magdalena or at an un 
inhabited bay about seven leagues to windward of Santa Marta).

The beginning of February, they should stretch over to the coast of 
Hispaniola, fetching as far to windward as possible, and run down the south 
side of that island and Cuba (upon either of which they may complete their 
wood and water) and proceed between Cape San Antonio and Cape 
Catoche, and cruise between the island of Tortuga and Havana, where they 
should be by 20 Feb., (the north season being then pretty well over and the 
trade from Vera Cruz and [the bay of CampecheJ coming to Havana). They 
should continue on the station till 20 Mar., and would probably intercept the 
Spanish privateers who fit out at Havana about that time in order to cruise 
on our trade to the northward.

[On] 20 Mar., they should go through the Gulf of Florida, and the com 
manding officer should then order one of the ships ([the one I stationed at 
Virginia, if not too large, would be the best) to keep inshore along the coast 
of St. Augustine, Georgia and Carolina, sending into the last two places for 
intelligence, and then proceed to her station to clean. At that time, the ship 
left at Virginia should immediately put to sea for the protection of the trade, 
and continue there till relieved by the other. The ship stationed at New York 
should, after she is through the Gulf of Florida, keep about sixty leagues off 
the coast till she gets into the latitude of Virginia, then haul in and make the 
Capes; from whence [she should] go on to her station. The Boston ship 
should keep one hundred leagues at least from the main, and so round the 
south end of St. George's to her station. Spreading the ships in this manner 
would be the most likely way to meet any privateers cruising on our trade 
and to retake any ships that should fall into their hands.

The ships at Carolina and Virginia should correspond with those to the 
northward, that they might know the seasons each other cleaned, by which 
means the coasts of America would never be without cruisers at sea while 
others were cleaning. Otherwise it would often happen that most or all of 
the ships would be either at sea or in port at the same time.

Circular letters [should be sent] from the government to all the governors 
of his Majesty's plantations and colonies, enjoining them to give the cap 
tains of his Majesty's ships (especially those on this service) all the assistance 
in their power to prevent their men from deserting, and to procure them 
such a number as would keeep up their complements. These would enable 
them to do their duty with diligence, spirit and dispatch.

It is also conceived that, if the captains of his Majesty's ships were 
members of the councils in those American colonies where they should 
happen to be stationed, they would by that means be the better able to judge
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what might be necessary for the protection of the colonies and the trade to 
and from them.

I am informed it is thought so necessary by the commissioners of the 
customs to have the chief acting officer in their branch always of the coun 
cil that their surveyors general (both of the northern and southern districts) 
are so by virtue of their offices in all the governments where his Majesty has 
the appointment of his councils. 1

26. Warren to Corbett
Launceston, Portsmouth Harbour, 4 Aug. 1742

SIR, I have written you two letters since my arrival, and have received your 
favour of the 2nd. I am very sorry I am like to be saddled with any 
government, since I cannot have Mr. Clinton's. If you can prevent it, I shall 
be very much obliged to you, for the season of the year is so far advanced 
that it will be highly necessary for me to hurry away. I shall soon be ready. 1 
hope, if I am to cruise in the West Indies agreeable to my scheme or with 
any alteration that their lordships may think proper, they will be pleased to 
give me the command of the rest of the North American ships that will be 
useless on their own stations in the winter, and a latitude in my instructions 
to deviate from them on any extraordinary occasion, of which I shall 
endeavour not to make an ill use of intelligence. I here enclose you all that I 
can say with regard the qualities of my ship.

As to what you desire about building ships,2 1 am no judge of that matter 
(I mean of the proper dimensions). I remember a gentleman once asked my 
opinion about building ships in America, to which I answered that 1 
thought it a very good scheme to build ships there not exceeding forty guns. 
As the natural growth of the timber of that country was much quicker than 
that at home, it was looked upon as the great cause of its undurableness, 
which I apprehend might be attributed to more causes than one, viz those 
following: cutting it at improper seasons, working it quite green, and its 
growing generally in such thick woods and often in wet soil, Iso] that the 
sun has little or no influence on the body of the tree. Experience has shown 
that in that country, timber cut in open places on dry soil has (even without 
the case of seasoning, or cutting at a proper time) lasted three times as long

1 The essential parts of Warren's scheme were incorporated in his orders issued by the ad 
miralty on 14 Aug. 1742. These were printed in extenso in Richmond, The Navy in the War 
of 1739-1748, Vol. Ill, pp. 276-8.

2 There is no extant letter of Corbett's of earlier date to suggest that the matter was for 
mally discussed with Warren. It seems that Warren initiated the Admiralty's concern over the 
question; and that the phrase employed here is merely politesse.
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as that made use of in the present and common method, which is to cut it 
with regard to time or place and work it into ships quite green.

If it should ever be thought proper to execute a thing of this kind, many 
of the materials should be sent there from home: viz, the iron work (all 
wrought of the proper size for the proposed ships) sails, and cordage. This 
is the practice of the merchants who build here. I am well assured that, with 
a little encouragement, the northern colony would produce every individual 
necessity to put a ship of war to sea except powder .... How far this might 
interfere with the trades and manufactures of England, I cannot take upon 
me to say. The experiment might be tried on one ship of 20 guns, without a 
great expense to the government; if it ever should, great care should be 
taken some time before to cut and season the timber properly.

Being stinted in time I hope will plead for the inaccuracy of this infor 
mation, as well as for the scrawl which I hope you will excuse. It is only for 
your own satisfaction; if it gives you any, it will answer all the end I wish in 
it.

27. Warren to Clinton
Launceston, Spithead, 22 Aug. 1742

DEAR SIR, I am favoured with yours, enclosing to me letters from New 
York. I could not get your hampers on board the Victory, but have put them 
on board the Shrewsbury under care of Mr. O'Brien, to be by him sent to 
the Victory as you directed. What I have of yours shall be landed on my 
arrival. You were so good to tell me you would use your good offices for 
my being appointed one of the council of New York. 1 Col. Bladen, whom I 
have not the honour of knowing, has been spoken to about it. If it is done, I 
hope I shall be the first named to the vacancies presently existing.

I have no other view in this but, as it may be my fortune to settle in your 
country where I have a little fortune, indeed equal to most of the degree I 
desire to be of there. It gives one some little rank above the common sort, 
and, at the same time, an opportunity of doing service to the country. Let 
me jokingly tell you one very material advantage in it: it will give one's lady 
a very high place at a ring or ball!

I hope Mr. Kennedy will give no obstruction to what you mention, in 
which case you may depend on an immediate remittance, nay, even if it is 
put on a secure footing. I hope on all occasions you will favour me with 
your commands; and they shall be duly executed.

1 The mandamus for the appointment was signed by the Duke of Newcastle, 23 Mar. 
1743/44, PRO, CO/324/37.
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28. Warren to Oliver DeLancey
Launceston, Antigua, 30 Dec. 1742

DEAR OLIVER, As you are a little acquainted with my active disposition 1 
believe it will greatly surprise you to hear that I have laid still at this place 
since my arrival with several good ships under my command. But such were 
the orders I met with here. How long it will continue so, I cannot say, or to 
what it tends. This I trouble you with to let you know that provisions, from 
the present appearance of things, will be very dear here in the spring. If you 
think it worth your while to send any this way, and I should Istill] be here, I 
will do you all the good offices in my power, which happen to be pretty con 
siderable. I cannot get your tea off, and therefore wish I had not brought 
it ....

29. Warren to Corbett
Launceston, St. Christopher's, 6 Feb. 1742/3

SIR, You will please communicate to their lordships my receipt of their order 
of 15 Oct. by Capt. Knowles (who arrived at Antigua 30 Jan., from whence 
I sailed to this place the 3rd instant) directing me to give him no interruption 
in the prosecution of the service for which he is intended. I have not only 
punctually compiled with their lordships' commands therein, but have given 
him all the assistance in my power, which I dare say he will do me the justice 
to own.

It would have been very fortunate for me, that I had never come to these 
seas on the footing I did, or that I had been thought capable of executing 
any commands here proper for an officer of my rank. Though I will not 
presume to say (till better informed) that the superseding me in this com 
mand by a junior officer is owing to any dislike of their lordships' from any 
misconduct or demerit of mine, yet I humbly hope they will pardon me 
when I assure them it has that appearance with mankind which puts me 
under the difficult task of clearing up a character, [one] which I value equal 
to life and flattered myself I had supported in his Majesty's service twenty- 
eight years, sixteen of them a captain. I therefore hope their lordships, from 
their great humanity, will consider my situation and disperse the cloud 
under which I now remain, that I may continue to serve my king and 
country with that spirit and zeal which I always professed.

Agreeable to the notice I gave the trade to the Salt Tortuga, I have ap 
pointed the Gosport (who sails from Antigua the 5th instant for the rendez 
vous at Barbados) to convoy them. When my water is complete, for which
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purpose I came here, I shall sail on a cruise, and in the proper season 
proceed to my station.

30. Warren to Corbett
Launceston, St. Christopher's, 6 Feb. 1742/3

SIR, The many instances of your regard for me give me room to hope for 
pardon on this occasion. You will please to observe, by my public letter, 
how much I am concerned at the orders that supersede the commands given 
me when I left England. I must own I thought then I should have been 
honoured with the execution of any project to be transacted in these seas, 
under the conduct of an officer of my standing. This I will with great truth 
venture to say, that [if] I had capacity equal to my zeal for his Majesty's 
service, few in it would have merited more of their lordships' favour. 
Nothing but the conviction of which, and the hope that their lordships did 
not mean to treat me ill in this affair (in whatever light the world may look 
upon it) can support me in a climate where any chagrin is generally attended 
with the most fatal effects. Should my conjecture in this point be just, I have 
still a character to clear up with mankind, which, I apprehend, can in no 
shape be done but by their lordships' favour. If I might presume to propose 
a method to convince the world that I was not superseded upon any dislike 
of theirs or misconduct of mine, I think that of giving me the command of 
North American ships to the number of four or five sail, with a distinction 
in rank to come to these seas in the winter season, would both clear my 
character and be a means of greatly distressing our present or future 
enemies here, by acting jointly or separately with Mr. Knowles, if he con 
tinues [here], as the service may require, to which I am persuaded he would 
have no objection. His genteel behaviour on his arrival would have been suf 
ficient motive for me (if I had not an ounce of zeal for his Majesty's service) 
to have contributed all in my power to his success in the undertakings for 
which he is happily designed.

Their lordships may not have been apprised that the French have, con 
trary to agreement between their court and ours, not only settled the island 
of St. Lucia, 1 but also those of Dominica and St. Vincent. This may (while 
there are such a squadron of ships in these seas) be a proper period to oblige

1 Disputed possession until 1815 between France and Great Britain; in 1718 granted by 
due d'Orleans to Marshall Comte d'Estrees, and in 1722 by George I to John, Duke of Mon 
tagu, who, at some expense to himself, sent settlers. This claim was challenged by the gover 
nor of Martinique, who sent a strong party to expel the English. An agreement was reached 
in 1723 by which both parties agreed to withdraw from the island. It was to remain neutral, 
though it could be used for wood and water.
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them to evacuate those islands, as the consequences of not doing it may 
soon be fatal to his Majesty's sugar colonies. iThese] at present bear no 
proportion with theirs, either in number of people or quantity of land, and 
therefore must of course be always supported at the expense of a con 
siderable naval armament. From what I can learn, the French at this 
juncture would make no great difficulty about it, should a war with France 
ensue. I think I could make it appear that the dispossessing them of Canada 
and Cape Breton would be of greater consequence to Great Britain than any 
other conquest that we hope to make in a Spanish or French war, and our 
northern colonies are in a much better situation now for such an attempt 
than when it was formerly made. The increase of the French subjects since 
that time bears no equality with that of our colonies.

As these are only my private thoughts, I hope you will pardon me, and 
use them with that friendship which you have been pleased to profess for 
me. Continue your good offices in dispelling the cloud I now serve under, 
and that has almost broken a spirit which I ever hoped would support me 
under the greatest difficulties.

31. Cor belt to Warren
23 Sept. 1743

SIR, This letter will be brought to you by his Majesty's ship the Tartar, 
which carries Mr. Glen to his government of South Carolina and is to attend 
there.

I am so commanded by my lords commissioners of the Admiralty to sig 
nify to you that you are to look upon their instructions, dated 14 Aug. 1742, 
to be in constant force during your being employed abroad, unless you 
receive other orders from their lordships to the contrary. Accordingly, they 
direct you immediately upon receipt hereof to repair with his Majesty's ship 
under your command to Barbados, taking the Hastings along with you, or 
else to send orders by land for her commander to follow you. When you 
arrive at Barbados, you will find lodged in the hands of Sir Thomas 
Robinson, governor of that island, the proper powers for your taking his 
Majesty's ships in those parts under your command, and instructions for 
your further proceedings.

My lords would be glad to know what convenience there is at New York 
for cleaning and refitting his Majesty's ships, how large [the] ships [may be 
that] can clean there, what convenience might be made there for that ser 
vice, and how far the people of New York would contribute to such a work. 
Their lordships have thoughts of fixing a hulk at Boston, with a suitable
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establishment of men and officers. They desire to know your opinion of 
cleaning ships at that place and making conveniences there for it, and also 
how the Portland cleaned there; and in general your sentiments of both the 
places abovementioned for fitting his Majesty's ships.

In case a war should happen with France, their lordships direct you to 
consider maturely and let them know your opinion and judgment how the 
French may be annoyed in their fisheries and settlements to the northward 
of Boston, and what strength would be proper to carry on any attempts you 
may think advisable. In general, inform them of everything of that nature 
that may be proper for their information, for the more effectual defence of 
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, and for destroying the enemy's ships and 
settlements in North America.

32. Warren to Clinton
Launceston, New York, 6 July 1744

SIR, The lords commissioners of the Admiralty have made no greater provi 
sion for the protection of these colonies and the trade to and from them 
than was before the commencement of the war with France. [This] was not 
even then looked upon as an adequate security for so considerable a part of 
his Majesty's trading subjects, as must be exposed to the insults of our 
enemies in these seas, if not properly guarded.

I therefore think it a part of my duty to acquaint your excellency that his 
Majesty's ship Launceston, under my command, is so very leaky and 
shattered as to want, besides cleaning, a great repair. This puts it out of my 
power, until she is fitted (which will be some time) to give them that protec 
tion that I should otherwise do. A proper representation of the necessity of 
having more ships of war here from your excellency will, no doubt, have a 
good effect. It is to be presumed we should have had more ere now if they 
could have been spared from other important services in Europe.

I submit it to your excellency's better judgment whether laying before the 
legislature of this province the necessity of keeping a guard vessel, until 
more ships of war are sent hither or until mine is ready for the sea, would 
not induce them to follow the example of the neighbouring governments. 1 
[They,] I believe, are generally thought not so capable of bearing such an 
expense as this flourishing colony, whose trade to the West Indies is very

1 Massachusetts had built a 20-gun ship early in the war, when Warren, then stationed at 
Boston had left for St. Augustine and the West Indies, leaving the New England coast un 
protected. See Christopher Kilby's petition, 8 Jan. 1744/5, PRO, ADM/1/5162, from info, 
supplied by Cmdr. Douglas.
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considerable, and of the greatest consequence, both to this government and 
the sugar islands. I flatter myself it never flourished more than it will or may 
do under your excellency's mild and prudent administration, in which I hope 
you will long continue with that ease and satisfaction to yourself, which you 
give everybody within your influences.

33. Bakers to Warren
London, 27 July 1744

SIR, ... One of the lords of the Admiralty, with whom William Baker 
shares some degree of confidence, a few days ago hinted to him that the 
lords of that board had expected your return to the northward sooner than 
by our advices from the islands it seems you are like to make it. This was 
not said by way of disgust, but on the whole they approved your service 
among the Leeward Islands very much, and the more so as a rumour gained 
credit of your having taken a number of French ships bound from Martin 
ique to Europe. Last Tuesday, by a ship arrived at Bristol from Jamaica, we 
were advised of your great success in your cruise on the French, and that 
you were then on your passage to New York. William Baker took the op 
portunity of acquainting Lord Winchilsea therewith the result of whose con 
versation is the occasion of this letter.

It seems Mr. Anson has thrown up his commission as admiral. The 
reasons are such that almost everybody condemns. When he took the 
Acapulco ship, he made his first lieutenant captain of her. These com 
missions are all confirmed without any hesitation, though not strictly within 
his power to have granted. After this he went to Canton and found it 
necessary to wait on the Mandarin himself, leaving the Centurion in the 
river below. On his departure he gave Mr. Brett, another lieutenant, a com 
mission to command her as captain in his absence; and, in case of his deten 
tion or other accident, to bring her to England. This commission Mr. Anson 
insists on having confirmed to Brett. The Admiralty immediately on his 
arrival gave Brett a ship; but he would not accept a commission of fresher 
date than that Anson gave him, and Anson refuses to accept his lownj as 
rear admiral unless this be granted.

I need make no reflection on the matter. People are sorry because a com 
modore, so successful and otherwise so good a character, promised to make 
a successful admiral. But so it is; and the Admiralty are determined not to 
give way. By this means, there is really a vacancy at present. I mentioned 
your name to Lord Winchilsea, as a person that had done good service and 
was extremely agreeable to the people in trade. He wanted no recommenda-
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tion on your behalf; but, as his way is, swore more than once that none 
should be put over your head; that if there were not one whom he did not 
think a proper person for a flag who stood before you in the list, he would 
name you to the king immediately. He did not name him but described him 
so well that I may venture to tell you it was .. .* he meant. There are older 
captains than either of you, but they are out of the question. Should a 
further vacancy happen, you may be assured, if this Admiralty board con 
tinues, that you will have the advantage of it.

By the way, the New York governor will have no encouragement to quit 
his government for a command in the fleet. We heartily wish you arid yours 
all health and prosperity.

P.S.... We really expected a letter from you, since it is said here you left 
Antigua on 20 May. We hope all reports here of your good success will in 
the end prove true. I salute you, Mrs. Warren and all your family.

34. Warren to Corbett
Launceston, New York, 8 Sept. 1744

SIR, I refer you to my letter of 15 July for my proceedings to that time, and 
this serves to acquaint you that I did not, until 23 Aug. receive your letter of 
23 Sept. 1743 [No. 31]. It was sent to me from Antigua by Mr. Knowles, 
who complains that it had been opened before it came to his hands, which 
gives me concern as it contains matter that I apprehend their lordships 
would not have known till a proper season.

I have in great measure already obeyed their lordship's directions therein, 
by going that fall to the island, agreeable to their commands and my instruc 
tions of 14 Aug. 1742, which I shall continue to follow and think in force 
until I receive others to the contrary.

I have, therefore, sent orders to Lord Banff at Virginia to proceed to Bar 
bados between 5 and 10 Nov., giving timely notice to the governor and 
trade of his intended departure, and to take all vessels bound to the island 
under his convoy. I intent to lodge orders to the same purport for any ship 
that may be sent to New England, there being none there at present. But 
with this reserve, as I have done to Lord Banff: that he is not to follow my 
orders repugnant to any late orders that he may be under from their 
lordships.

My own ship is at last fitted. Nothing but want of men (which will ever be

1 Name struck out; possibly Capt. John Byng, who was given his flag the same day as 
Warren in August 1745.
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the case, when we clean where there is no ship to receive our suspected men) 
can prevent my being at sea in eight days, to cruise on this coast until 20 
Oct., then return and complete my provisions and water to proceed the 
beginning of November to Barbados and the Leeward Islands, where I hope 
I shall find a larger ship appointed me, and directions for my future 
proceedings.

Their lordships' commands, with regard to the convenience of this place 
for fitting his Majesty's ships, is already complied with by the plan I sent of 
a harbour on Long Island, proper for the reception of ships of the greatest 
magnitude. How far the legislature of this province would continue to make 
it commodious I cannot say. That would greatly depend upon making it 
appear to be an advantage to them to have his Majesty's ships frequent their 
province, which no doubt might easily be done. The place I mentioned 
would want very little addition, the natural situation is so well formed for 
that purpose.

Ships of fifty or sixty guns may, with care at proper times of tide, come 
into the port of New York and careen pretty conveniently where I now do, 
but it is so near the town that the men are continually straggling. As I said 
before, it is impossible without another ship to keep any of them that have 
an inclination to leave their ships, to which they are greatly prompted by the 
success of the privateers. 1 Ten of [these] are now fitted out from this place, 
and a great number from the adjacent governments, insomuch that there 
is almost an entire stagnation of trade, which may be for the better on 
the commencement of the French war. I must own I have always 
(notwithstanding the inconvenience we are sometimes put under by our men 
deserting and going into privateers) thought them very useful in war. For 
that reason, whenever they have fallen in my way. I have encouraged them 
as much as I could, (upon terms which they all readily agreed to) never to 
sail from a port where I am without giving me notice, [and allow] an officer 
of mine to go on board to search for deserters. Our seamen, being apprised 
of this, seldom or never venture on board the privateers that fit where we 
are.

As to Boston, I know no place of safety from the ice for a hulk or large 
ships in the winter. The tide rises and falls enough to clean a ship of fifty 
guns. But as there is no dock, I apprehend laying a ship on ways and heeling 
her to lean against a wharf, or shoring her up (which was the method by 
which they cleaned the Portland) 1 is a much greater strain to so heavy a

1 See James G. Lydon, Pirates, Privateers, and Profits (Boston: The Gregg Press, 1970).
2 Under Capt. Edward Hawke's command in 1740 and 1741. Hawke had served for a 

month under Warren's command in 1729, as a lieutenant. See Mackay, Admiral Hawke, p. 
8.



1736-1745 37

body than heaving down, which must be the way of cleaning where 
proposed, the tide not rising above eight feet.

I recommended in my last (a duplicate of which you will now receive) 
procuring some good Bermudan and Rhode Island built sloops to be in his 
Majesty's service. I am assured a better thing [than this] could not be done 
for the protection of the trade and destruction of the enemy's privateers in 
the West Indies and those seas.

We have accounts by a prize brought in here, taken by one of our 
privateers in her way from France to Cape Breton (whither she was bound 
with several other ships under convoy of three men of war, of 60, 50, and 
44 guns, the other of 56) that the French have sent orders for their East 
India ships to make their tour by Cape Breton. From there the above ships 
of war are to escort them to France with their fur ships from Quebec and a 
very rich ship from Vera Cruz, who for three voyages has taken the route of 
Cape Breton and from thence has shipped the treasure to France in fish 
ships, the better to conceal it. She had been twice met with by English 
cruisers, but escaped under colour of coming from Mississippi, being bound 
to Cape Breton. How far this intelligence ought to be depended upon I will 
not venture to say, but if they have such a force in these parts, they may 
annoy us greatly in our present situation. It is certain their India ships can 
not join them after the month of October until April, unless they cruise for 
them in the sea, which is very uncertain.

If they do not go home with their trade, it is possible they may winter in 
the West Indies.

I must humbly submit it to their lordships' consideration, whether it 
would not be proper to try the experiment of building some ships for his 
Majesty in such of his American colonies as have been used to build, 
beginning with small ones, by such dimensions as should be sent over by the 
surveyors of the navy.

It is and has long been observed that the ships built for trade in this 
government have generally sailed well. Therefore, if the first were left en 
tirely to the directions of the best builders in each of the provinces, I am apt 
to believe they would answer. If this scheme should be thought worthy of 
execution, the largest should be built at Boston, the next size at this place 
and Pennsylvania, and the smallest (such as sloops) at Rhode Island and 
Bermuda, in their own form. In this case the timber should be spoken [for] 
and cut in time to season it, for the general complaint about the un- 
durableness of the American timber is in a great measure owing to their dis 
regard to the time and place it is cut in, and working it into ships im 
mediately out of the woods, green, while all the juices remain in it. I am of 
opinion it never can be made quite as durable as our English oak, because it
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is in this climate of a quicker growth, in thicker woods and often in a moist 
and swampy soil. But it has been observed that such as has grown in 
uplands, exposed to the sun and free air, when properly seasoned, has lasted 
many years in ships.

I persuade myself ships might be built cheaper here than at home; 
besides, it would put them in the way of doing it when it may be more 
wanted for the assistance of their mother country than at present. In a very 
few years it would lead them into providing within themselves (for which 
they have all the materials) every individual thing, powder excepted, proper 
for equipping ships of war of any size.

I am sorry I cannot give their lordships that satisfaction I could wish with 
regard to annoying the enemy upon this continent, though I have made it 
my business to inform myself of their situation as much as I could. To be 
sure, nothing could be a greater acquisition to Great Britain and its 
dominions, than the dispossessing the French of Cape Breton and Quebec, 
by which the whole fur and fish trade would be in our hands. It would be a 
source of immense treasure, much greater to us alone, if we had it, than now 
to both the French and us. The constant feuds and animosities, which they 
politically sow among the Indians, prevent their application to hunting for 
furs and other valuable commodities. [By contrast] were we in possession of 
those places, we should unite all the different Indian nations to us and to 
one another. Some of these are so remote that the eyes of Englishmen have 
not seen nor ears heard of them. Nor can it hardly be conceived of by us 
what vast treasure it would bring to our country, besides securing all his 
Majesty's subjects upon the continent in the quiet and peaceable possession 
of their lives, liberties and estates. These must ever be thought very 
precarious while so artful and designing a people as the French are sur 
rounding us, and using all their influence and applications to get such great 
nations of Indians [into] their interest and obedience, which, if once ac 
complished, will drive us into the sea.

You may please to remember, sir, that I formerly (in a private and very 
long letter) gave you my sentiments upon this head. 1 I have you my 
greatest doubts of success were owing to the dangerous navigation, the 
shortness of the summers, the want of good pilots, and the mistakes people 
are liable to (who have not very good intelligence) in making dispositions for 
such an undertaking. I then recommended the consulting of different gover 
nors and legislatures of the colonies, with as much secrecy as possible, and 
reducing their opinions (and the assistance they would give) into proper 
form to be laid before the ministry and their lordships. By that means they 
would be the best judges about whether it is practicable, and what force of 
ships &ca would be necessary from home. I am of opinion the colonies,

1 Not located.
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upon proper application, would all assist in proportion to the good effect 
they should conceive it would have on each of them. They certainly are all 
interested in it, though those to the northward and eastward of Virginia are 
more immediately so at present, than the southern ones.

I am informed Cape Breton is very strong, and in time of peace had 
generally 1,000 regular troops in garrison there. Yet it is said they are 
obliged to keep people continually repairing their fortifications, their 
summers being so short and their water, with which they make their cement, 
brackish. It has not time to dry before the severe frosts come upon them 
and moulders all away.

I hear the French, upon their taking Canso on the commencement of the 
war, have not attempted to fortify it, but demolished the trifling works that 
were there. I was some years ago there in the Squirrel by order of the Ad 
miralty to examine into the state of the fishery, which I then found greatly 
on the decline in proportion to which the French were increasing at a place 
called Petit Degrat, within three or four leagues of Canso. I gave it as my 
opinion to the lords of the Admiralty [No. 8] that the French would, the mo 
ment they should hear of a rupture, dispossess us of that place, it being in 
no posture of defense. At the same time I mentioned the importance of for 
tifying it, and of encouraging the settlement of Nova Scotia, which you no 
doubt have heard has been attacked by the French and their Indians, con 
trary to a treaty with the latter by which it was stipulated that they and our 
Indians should stand neutral in the present war.

Upon conversing with the most knowing and intelligent people of this 
province, [I am told] that if two small snows (or rather half-galleys) with 
fifty or sixty men apiece were built upon a large lake that lies between here 
and Quebec, 1 it would be a great means of keeping our Indians from being 
corrupted and carried over to the French interest. It would likewise increase 
our fur trade greatly and lessen that of the French, and give us a greater 
reputation among the Indians, and also cut off communications between the 
French in Canada and those at Mississippi.

I fear I have tired their lordship's patience, though it is done in obedience 
to their commands. I shall ever use my endeavours to procure and give them 
any intelligence that can contribute to the service of my country or to their 
lordships' satisfaction.

P.S. I have just now received a letter from Mr. Knowles, in which he tells me 
he has certain advice that M. Barailh is soon expected at Martinique with a 
squadron of large ships. It is not impossible but those now at Cape Breton 
may join him this ensuing winter.

1 Lake Champlain. See below No. 319.



40 PEACE AND WAR

35. Clinton to Warren
New York, 17 Sept. 1744

SIR, Yesterday I received [the] enclosed from Gov. Shirley, that the Indians 
in conjunction with the French are forming a second attempt against 
Annapolis Royal, and that at this time even a visit of one of his Majesty's 
ships would contribute greatly to the safety of the garrison. I am of opinion 
with him that your going thither for that end and showing yourself [for] four 
or five days will be well taken at home, notwithstanding your orders may 
direct you elsewhere.

36. Warren to Clinton
Launceston, New York, 18 Sept. 1744

SIR, I am honoured with your excellency's letter of yesterday [No. 35], in 
forming me of one you had received from Gov. Shirley, setting forth his 
apprehensions that a party of Indians, in conjunction with some French, 
were forming a body to make a second attempt on the garrison of Anna 
polis. I some time ago received a letter from him to the same purpose, 1 and 
would gladly have gone and contributed all in my power to the safety of that 
garrison. But my ship was then fitting and on the careen, which has taken so 
much time that the season will be so far advanced before I can possibly sail 
as to make it impracticable to go thither or be of any service when there. 
However, to show my readiness, if this colony have any thoughts of sending 
succour there, I will use my endeavour to convoy them, provided it can be 
done by the month of November, the time limited for my stay in these seas. 
[I] am then to proceed with his Majesty's ships stationed at New England 
and Virginia to Barbados and the Leeward Islands.

37. Warren to Clinton
Launceston, New York, 27 Sept. 1744

SIR, Herewith I send your excellency a letter for Gov. Shirley, which I 
think should be sent to him by express. If you are of a different opinion, 
please to send it by post after sealing. If any of the privateers of this

1 Not located.
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province could be engaged in this scheme, 1 they might be of great service to 
their king and country and even to themselves and all concerned with them.

P.S. There being very little wind, I am obliged to come to anchor.

38. Warren to Corbett
Launceston, New York, 27 Sept. 1744

SIR, My last of the 8th instant [No. 34] gives you a full account of my 
proceedings. As it goes with the same conveyance that carries this, I have 
now only to enclose you a declaration received two days ago express from 
New England, by which you find what I hinted to you in my former letter 
(about the India ships being expected at Louisbourg to join a convoy of four 
ships of war there to escort them home) had no foundation.

I apprehend their design in sending the English prisoners to Boston is in 
order to get theirs that are there to man their ships, and that the privateers 
are sent out to cruise for provisions to supply them.

Therefore I am now under sail and shall cruise for them. If I can make a 
quick passage to Virginia, I propose to call there for Lord Banff or any 
other of his Majesty's ships that may be there and not under orders of great 
consequence. Should I be so fortunate [as] to meet enough to attack those 
ships, I propose to stretch to the eastward as far as is proper to intercept 
them. [I] shall apply to the governor of New England for the assistance of 
his colony's cruisers and as many privateers as we can procure, but I fear 
the French will sail before I can possibly get such a force together. I have 
given it as my opinion that the detaining the French prisoners at Boston as 
long as they could have any pretence to do it would be a means to prevent 
their sailing in October, as it seems they now intend.

If this should reach the Admiralty in time, it is not impossible but they 
may contrive measures to intercept those ships on their own coast.

I am apt to believe that their merchant ships from the West Indies are 
ordered to join that convoy at Louisbourg. If so, and should there not be a 
sufficient number of ships at Virginia to make the grand attempt, I hope I 
shall meet with some of them in my cruise, which I intend to make in those 
seas till the beginning or middle of November, if the season is not too 
severe. Then I shall, pursuant to my instructions, proceed to Barbados and

1 The nature of Warren's 'scheme' is not certain, no copy having survived. It would appear 
from No. 38 that it had to do with his plan to attack the Louisbourg convoy.
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the Leeward Islands, where I have ordered Lord Banff and any of his 
Majesty's ships that may come to New England to join me, if not under 
orders from their lordships.

I cannot help expressing my uneasiness at so glorious a prospect without 
the means of making a proper use of it.

I beg I may never clean or fill a ship on this continent without another to 
put my suspected men on board, for it is otherwise impossible to serve here 
with any honour. I hope their lordships will think it necessary to have more 
ships and some of greater force on this continent.

39. Warren to Corbett
Launceston, New York, 27 Sept. 1744

SIR, As I have troubled you already by this conveyance, I now only beg you 
will use your good offices with their lordships to send me a larger ship, and, 
if they think it proper, the command of all those stationed on this continent. 
You will see by my public letter what a glorious opportunity of serving my 
country and making my fortune I am like to lose for want of a proper force. 
Sure this would be almost equal, if it could be effected, to that good fortune 
of my worthy friend Mr. Anson, whose success and promotion in our ser 
vice gives every mortal that has only heard of him the greatest pleasure. Mr. 
Clinton tells me he has solicited you in favour of one Mr. Richard Nicholls 
at this place to be appointed register of the Court of Admiralty here. He is a 
particular friend of mine, and [I] shall take it as a great favour if you can 
serve him in it. I shall be proud of your commands upon all occasions, and 
of any opportunity of showing [my gratitude].

40. Warren to Corbett 
Launceston, Lynn Haven Bay, Virginia, 5 Oct. 1744

SIR, ... The winds proving contrary, I could not get out of Sandy Hook till 
the 1st instant, and arrived here last night. I find no ship but the Hastings, 
and she, being still careening, will not soon be ready for sea. I therefore 
propose to sail again this day, and cruise on the coast of New York and 
New England till the beginning of November, then join Lord Banff off the 
capes of Virginia and proceed together to Barbados, unless he should be 
under other orders from their lordships. As I have not time to see his 
lordship, I have told him my intention by letter.
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41. Mascarene to Warren
Annapolis Royal, 22 Oct. 1744

SIR, On 1 July last, we were attacked by a party of 300 Indians, our gar 
rison being then weak. The arrival of 70 men with their officers, sent as aux 
iliaries from the province of Massachusetts, caused this party to leave us.

About five or six weeks after, a captain with 70 or 80 men and other of 
ficers from Louisbourg landed on the northern parts of this province, which 
borders on the Gulf of St. Lawrence. [They] marched by land (gathering a 
number of deserters who had for some time settled themselves among our 
inhabitants of this bay, having promised them pardon) and summoning 
again all the nations of Indians around us, making in all a body of 600 or 
700 men, came and took post about a mile and a half from our fort. After 
some fruitless attacks, he sent me word that he expected a man of war of 70 
and another of 56 guns, with a vessel with more land forces, mortars and 
other artillery. His men of war not coming, and another supply of officers 
and men arriving from the province of Massachusetts, he thought fit to 
withdraw, after having been about a month with us.

On the 14th instant, a ship of 40 guns with a brigantine of 12 carriage and 
8 swivel guns entered our basin. Soon after, they came to anchor and took 
two vessels with provisions and other stores bound here from New England, 
which came in with the same flood. Finding the land party gone, the ship and 
brigantine, after staying three days, sailed out again with their two prizes.

From this, sir, you will see how necessary it is we should have the 
countenance of a man of war, if not to reside always with us, at least to 
come now and then into our basin. 1 We have no way to be supplied but 
from New England; a privateer blocking up our entry may cut off all 
supplies. I leave it to Gov. Shirley, who has acted in so generous and 
vigorous a manner for our support, to explain to you what importance this 
place is to the security of the neighbouring governments, as well as to keep a 
large territory under the dominion of the crown of Great Britain. The in 
habitants, though French Roman Catholics (having priests allowed them), 
have however kept in their fidelity much beyond what was expected, 
notwithstanding all the entreaties of the French officers from Louisbourg, 
who could not prevail on them to take up arms against us.

I have laid this before you, sir, that by the power you have at sea, you 
may contribute to preserving this garrison from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. The advantage that would accrue to Louisbourg by the conquest of

1 Every lieutenant governor or senior administrator at Annapolis from 1713 onwards 
asked for a station ship of some kind. Mascarene's demand was the first to be filled by the 
admiralty, when the sloop Port Mahon was sent to begin service in 1748. Information from 
Cmdr. Douglas.
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it will put those of that place on new attempts, and I do not doubt but early 
next spring we shall have them again to visit us with a stronger force and 
better concerted measures.

I heartily wish you the continuance of good success in all your under 
takings.

42. Warren to Clinton
Launceston, 26th Latitude, [Oct.J 1744

DEAR SIR, I flatter myself you will excuse the hurry that obliges me to write 
to your excellency on such paper. I got to Virginia in a very few days after I 
left you, but to my great mortification found Lord Banff was not come 
from the cleaning place and could not be ready for ten or fifteen days. I 
sailed again in 24 hours and cruised on the coast till the 18th, intending to 
have called again off the Capes, where I had appointed to meet his lordship. 
But meeting a very severe gale of wind which loosened our sternpost and 
transom obliged me to bear away to the southward. Could I have thought it 
practicable, I would have attempted some part on the continent, but the 
season being so far advanced, I despaired of that, so thought it better 
getting to the southward. [I] now hope to be at Barbados the beginning of 
next month, where I shall be proud of your commands. My compliments 
attend all under your roof.

43. Admiralty Board to Warren
2 Jan. 1744/5

The French have invaded his Majesty's province of Nova Scotia and 
taken the fort of Canso, and would also have possessed themselves of 
Annapolis Royal, if seasonable succours had not been sent to the relief of 
that garrison from the government of New England. There is great reason to 
apprehend that, early in the spring, they will renew their attempts upon 
Annapolis Royal, the reducing of which will bring the whole province under 
their subjection, which cannot be prevented but by employing a superior 
strength of ships of war in those seas. [In this way] not only the said 
province and the other neighbouring colonies in North America may be 
secured, and the trade and fishery of his Majesty's subjects in those parts 
protected from the enemy. [Moreover] occasions may happen to attack and 
distress the enemy in their settlements, and annoy their fishery and
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commerce.... For effecting the aforesaid services, by our commission of 
this date, 1 we have appointed you commander in chief of his Majesty's 
ships and vessels employed or to be employed in North America, to the 
northward of Carolina. You are hereby required and directed, immediately 
upon receipt hereof, to put his Majesty's ships the Weymouth and 
Launceston (if you have not done so already) into a condition for the sea, 
and also the Hastings and Mermaid, if they are with you, and to take care 
to leave the Leeward Islands so early as to get to Boston by the time the seas 
are open in those parts. [You are to] pursu[e] such a course in your passage 
thither as may be most likely to meet with the ships of the enemy, or which 
is the usual tract of our trade.

Besides the annual convoys to Newfoundland, we intend to send to New 
England as soon as possible one ship of 40 guns, one of 20 guns, and a 
sloop. You are to take them under your command.

When you arrive at Boston, you are to get the best information you can 
of the state of Nova Scotia and of Newfoundland. If you find them, or any 
other of His Majesty's colonies in those parts, to be in danger from the 
enemy, [you are] to proceed immediately to their relief.

You are likewise to get the best intelligence you can of the state and con 
dition of the enemy's settlements, and of the ships in their harbours. If an 
attempt upon any of their ports or shipping shall be thought advisable, you 
are to proceed upon it, after concerting the necessary measures for that 
purpose.

In case you shall want assistance from the governments of New England 
or New York, either of men, provisions, or shipping to enable you to 
proceed either to the relief and succour of Annapolis Royal, or of any other 
of his Majesty's forts or settlements, or for making any attempts upon the 
enemy, you are to advise and concert with the said governors thereupon. 
[They] will receive orders from his Majesty2 to be aiding and assisting to 
you, according as upon consultation together shall be judged proper for 
carrying on his Majesty's service.

In case any captains of privateers shall voluntarily offer to serve under 
your command, upon any expedition or service, wherein you shall judge 
their assistance may be necessary or useful, you are at liberty to take them 
with you, settling such agreements and conditions with them as may prevent

Actually dated 1 Jan. 1744/5; PRO, ADM/6/16, pp. 415-16. This commission was 
drafted the day after Warren's letter of 8 Sept. [No. 34] arrived.

2 For example, see the orders to Gov. Law of Connecticut, in Connecticut Historical 
Society, Collections, Vol. XI, pp. 248-9; and to Gov. Shirley of Massachusetts, Lincoln, ed., 
Correspondence of William Shirley, Vol. I, pp. 155-6.
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disputes. Whereas by a late Act of Parliament, 1 all persons serving in 
privateers are triable at a court martial for offences by them committed, we 
have ordered our secretary to send you one of the said acts for your infor 
mation and guidance.

In case you shall judge that any of his Majesty's ships which we shall 
send to Newfoundland, for the protection of the fishery, shall be necessary 
to join you in any service that you shall go upon, you are hereby empowered 
to send for them, and employ them as you judge proper, taking care not to 
keep them so long as to prevent their proceeding with the fishing ships to 
Europe, when the fishery is over, according to such orders as they shall 
receive from [us].

44. Bakers to Warren
London, 4 Jan. 1744/5

SIR, ... I need not tell you who compose the present Board of Admiralty. 
What we wrote you on 27 July [No. 33] informed you [of] the steps we had 
taken with the last board to secure your turn in the creation of admirals. Mr. 
Anson, being one of the new commission, will doubtless take his rank 
among the flags; the more certainly so because the new board have already 
confirmed Brett as captain with a commission from Mr. Anson's 
appointment.

There is still a vacancy by Sir Charles Hardy's death, and I believe some 
of the present gentlemen will not please, so that probably more new ad 
mirals will soon be made. Lord Winchilsea assured me he had not quit the 
board without leaving such a recommendation of you to the king as would 
be a service to you. As they have left out my friend Phillipson (who, by the 
way, desires his particular compliments to you) together with Lord 
Winchilsea, I was much at a loss how to prevent your rank being prejudiced.

I waited on Sir John Norris, who gave me his advice with great affection 
and desire of service to you, but said very truly that he was of little weight in 
the present disposition of marine affairs. I mentioned to him the risk the 
public ran of losing your services in case any person was put over your 
head. He said it was true, but the blame would lie on those who did it, not on 
you for quitting; the next to you in date of commission was one who had a 
considerable family interest and was himself on the spot [John Byngl, and 
that interest would get the better of merit always, unless someone appeared

14An Act for the better Encouragement of Seamen of his Majesty's Service, and 
Privateers, to annoy the Enemy', 17 Geo. II c.34, paras. 25 & 26.
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in behalf thereof. Therefore he recommended it to me to apply to the Duke 
of Bedford, as first lord of the Admiralty, on your behalf, with a memorial. I 
thought it best to make my application to the Duke personally first, but 
after two attempts without success, I was forced to send my memorial, lest 
anything might have been done in the meantime to your prejudice. I shall 
follow his grace for an answer. When he has been more used to public 
business he will find that the higher people are the more easy they ought to 
be of access.

Yesterday, as I mentioned before, I saw Lord Vere Beauclerk, to whom I 
mentioned your rank and deserts, to which he was no stranger. [HeJ 
professed great desire of serving you, so far that I told him that application 
I had made to the Duke, which he approved of, and offered his services to 
introduce me to him on your behalf. He further told me that they had, a few 
days since, sent you a new commission as commodore, with power to make 
a captain under you. From him, likewise, I learn that the Hind sloop is going 
express to you, and by his direction Mr. Corbett is to forward this packet by 
her.

It is supposed that Lord Baltimore has taken some disgust and will not 
act under the new commission of Admiralty; and it is said Mr. Phillipson will 
come in his stead. I wish that may be true because you will have a hearty 
friend in him. I take no notice of the gentlemen you mention to join in 
solicitations on your behalf because they all are dependent on the ad 
ministration, and consequently have little room to exert themselves on 
behalf of others. Indeed any solicitation seems to be needless. You have too 
conspicuous a character to want embellishment; and the people in trade 
generally speak extremely well of you. That must have more weight than 
any personal application, especially as what you desire is only rank, which 
in the navy is always looked upon as common justice, and never denied but 
where reason is alleged—which cannot be against you.

We have ventured to put a few letters in the packet for some gentlemen in 
New York and New England, as being the likeliest passage to get them there 
soon, for we understand it is to be sent to North America. We therefore beg 
the favour of you to foward them thither, either by the same or by any other 
opportunity. Among the rest is one for Capt. Tyrrell, which you will be so 
good as to deliver to him.

Both our families thank you for your kind compliments. We heartily wish 
you and yours the succession of many New Years.

P.S. On second thought, we have put all our letters under cover to our 
friends Messrs. Faneuil & Bontineau at Boston, to whom, if you can do ser 
vice, we shall esteem it as done to ourselves.
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45. Shirley to Warren
Boston, 29 Jan. 1744/5

SIR, It has been represented to me by persons well acquainted with the 
Island of Cape Breton and the present circumstances of the town and 
harbour of Louisbourg as very practicable to take it with 3,000 men, if sup 
ported by a moderate naval force and attempted before the arrival of their 
expected recruits and supplies from old France.

Finding the fishermen in particular and the people of this province in 
general so well spirited for such an enterprise that it seemed probable that at 
this juncture such a number of men might be raised upon the occasion, I 
proposed the undertaking of such an expedition to the assembly. iTheyJ 
have accordingly voted that 3,000 men shall be forthwith raised for that 
purpose, and transports taken up, and that everything necessary for carry 
ing on the expedition shall be provided with the utmost dispatch. 1

I am in hopes of raising 3,000 men by the beginning of March within this 
province, and to have then landed on Cape Breton soon after. For this pur 
pose, and as well to prevent all intelligence from being carried to the enemy, 
that we may be supplied with seamen and transport vessels in time, I have 
laid a general embargo on all shipping for 30 days. [I] shall make the 
necessary dispositions in all other respects with the utmost vigour and dis 
patch, not doubting but that the land forces which we shall send in conjunc 
tion with those I may obtain from the neighbouring governments (to whom I 
shall apply upon this occasion to raise their respective quotas of men) will 
be supported by the utmost naval force which you, sir, can possibly spare 
out of his Majesty's ships under your command. Upon the timely sending of 
[such] assistance and protection, the success of this expedition [depends], 
wherein his Majesty's service and the interests of Great Britain, as well as 
those of the northern colonies, are so deeply concerned. Indeed this province 
in particular greatly depends upon the assistance you shall send upon this 
occasion, and I must acknowledge that the hopes I have entertained of it 
have been no small encouragement to me in forming this expedition. If the 
service in which you are engaged would permit you to come yourself and 
take upon you the command of the expedition, it would, I doubt not, be a 
most happy event for his Majesty's service and your own honour.

I choose to refer you to the enclosed rough, inaccurate and imperfect 
scheme, which has been enquired into and approved of so far by the 
assembly as to induce them to make provision for my carrying on the

1 For a copy of the resolution, made 25 Jan. 1744/5, see PRO, CO/5/885, fol. 131-2.
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expedition. Rather than detain this vessel till I could give you a more perfect 
and particular account, [I] shall only observe to you that whatever may 
come of the proposed surprise, upon which I have not the least dependence 
or expectation, I am now persuaded that nothing can prevent our troops 
from making themselves masters of the royal battery, which is the most 
galling battery in the harbour. I am informed by Capt. Durell, who is now 
here, that two 40 gun ships (especially with the assistance of a bomb vessel) 
moored together over against the outward flank of the island battery (from 
whence the enemy can bring no more than five guns to bear against the 
ships) would silence that battery also. In [that] case, the harbour would be 
disarmed of its chief strength and left very much exposed to our ships.

What I apprehend to be most essential for securing the success of this ex 
pedition is to have a sufficient naval force before the harbour of Louisbourg 
by the middle of March at farthest (if possible), not only to intercept the 
enemy's provision vessels but M. Duvivier who is expected by that time with 
recruits and supplies for the garrison, and perhaps some troops designed 
against Annapolis Royal under convoy of a 54 and 60 gun ship. The in 
tercepting of [the] last would be a killing blow indeed to the town and gar 
rison of Louisbourg, and soon decide the affair between us and the enemy.

It will be impossible for us to muster up here a sufficient naval force for 
that purpose without the assistance of two 50 or 40 gun ships, which would 
secure the point. I hope if you can possibly spare them that you will in 
stantly dispatch them away upon the receipt of this. If it is impracticable for 
you to spare two, let us have one, and perhaps we may possibly do with 
that, as I hope one, if not two of his Majesty's ships may arrive here with 
stores for New Hampshire and Annapolis Royal, and with recruits for the 
latter, by the middle of March. But there is no absolute dependence to be 
made upon it.

I hope I shall be able to prevail with Capt. Gayton to assist upon this 
occasion and that you will approve of it. I have a prospect of mustering up 
three 20 gun ships, privateers, the province snow, the Rhode Island and 
Connecticut sloops, and I shall engage as cruisers as I can by my applica 
tion to Gov. Clinton and Gov. Thomas and the Rhode Island government. 
As I hear there is a 40 and 20 gun ship of his Majesty's at Virginia, I shall 
make application there to, and hope you will be so good as to dispatch your 
orders to them to proceed directly to our assistance.

As our troops are to rendezvous at Canso, it will, I believe, be best for 
your ships to call at that place, where they will be sure to find a detachment 
of men posted and may get intelligence.

I shall send his Majesty an account of the intended expedition by a Bristol 
vessel tomorrow, and am in hopes that we may have assistance from
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England by the latter end of May or June. But as that will be too late, for the 
success of the expedition, we entirely rely upon you to send us instantly 
what ships you can spare. If they should come in time to be there before the 
arrivals of the recruits and stores from old France, it would so far secure the 
point as that if you follow very soon with your other ships, I am persuaded 
you must take the place before May is over without any other help than 
the ships you will find before the harbour. If we should fail of that success, 
we might I think depend upon such a reinforcement from home by June as 
would certainly carry the place. But I doubt not of its being carried before, 
if you will come yourself.

I need not observe to you that the consequences of succeeding in the ex 
pedition would be the preservation of Nova Scotia, and gaining Canada as 
well as Cape Breton, which would secure his Majesty the whole northern 
continent, gaining the whole fishery exclusive of the French, increasing 
greatly the nursery of seamen for the Royal Navy, and securing the naviga 
tion of Great Britain to and from her northern colonies as far as Virginia, all 
which would be an equivalent for the expense of a French war. Let the con 
tingencies of it in Europe be what they will.

I hope the procuring of these invaluable benefits to his Majesty's British 
dominions is reserved for you. I send you two pilots by this vessel, and 
desire the favour that your answer may be dispatched as soon as possible.

P.S. As it may be of service that the commanding officer of the land forces 
and our ships should know your signal when you or any of your ships 
appear off the harbour of Canso or Louisbourg, and it will be necessary for 
me to communicate it to the chief officers by land and sea before they go 
from hence, I would propose to you that the signal should be a union flag at 
the foretop masthead, and a red pendant at the foretop sail yardarm, where 
it can best be discovered, and the topgallant sheets clewed up.

46. Warren to Corbett
English Harbour, Antigua, 7 Feb. 1744/5

SIR, .. * I hope their lordships will pardon me for presuming to give them 
my opinion that none of his Majesty's ships or sloops under 40 guns should 
be sheathed, while employed as cruisers. As such they must and ought to be 
cleaned often, which would I know by experience preserve their bottoms 
from the worm better than sheathing. Those that are sheathed should be 
filled, otherwise the worm destroys it in five or six months, and the water 
lodges between that and the bottom, and greatly obstructs the ship's sailing.
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Were an experiment to be tried of filling without sheathing, I apprehend it 
would be still preferable to any other method. Then I am sure the ships 
would not be, so often as they are, foiled by the enemy's privateers. It gives 
me the utmost concern to find that I hardly ever send out a cruiser that does 
not meet and chase the enemy's privateers, but can't come up with them. 
Nor has one been taken since I last came here by any of the ships that she 
has been in company with. The Lynn, Dealcastle and Otter are so bad that 
they will not bear being hove down any more.

As I suppose the yards in England are fully employed, why might not the 
ships from the West Indies be fitted at Boston? Under proper regulations it 
would be done there with as much convenience and, I believe, much less ex 
pense to the government than in England. There was formerly a dry dock 
there fit to receive a ship of 50 guns. I am persuaded there might be one 
made for one of 60 or more. I have no view in mentioning this but for their 
lordships' information, and as you have desired it.

The Mermaid arrived so late at Virginia that she did not join me here till 
the latter end of January. The Comet is not arrived from Boston, where Mr. 
Knowles sent her to clean....

47. Warren to Corbett
English Harbour, Antigua, 9 & 25 Feb. 1744/5

SIR, ... I have now before me their lordships' several letters and orders by 
the Weymouth, which arrived here the 9th instant with the ordnance and 
storeships for English Harbour, in company with Adm. Davers. I am very 
glad to find the account which I gave you of his disaster ... proved false, 
and that he is now at St. John's road with the convoy for Jamaica.... 

I am now to consider and say what I can to the complaint of the 
merchant of Barbados, to which I beg leave to answer. For my own part, I 
have done all in my power to protect them and all the colonies and islands 
where I have been during my stay at these places. If it had not too much the 
appearance of vanity, I could send their lordships public testimonies of the 
satisfaction I have given in general here, and to that island in particular 
from where the complaint has arisen. Whether it happened that those 
vessels were taken in my time or not I cannot say. The journals of the 
squadron will show that then and in Mr. Knowles' time, there were always 
cruisers to windward in the proper tracks of the trade to all the islands. He 
(upon talking to him on that head) has made it appear to me that the trade 
never was denied convoy in my absence. The Argyll and Otter have been 
kept at Barbados attending them, the one three weeks at a time, the other
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five, it being impossible to fix them to any certain day of sailing. Most of 
these vessels, (if the complaint be true, which I doubt little) I believe were 
sloops from the northern colonies, and while they take such different routes 
as they do to come to these islands, as I told you in my last, if the navy of 
England were employed for their protection only, they could not prevent 
numbers of them falling into the enemy's hands. Though I know very well 
that there is not more honour in any community or set of people than in 
general may be found in the trading part of his Majesty's subjects, yet even 
they will allow that rule is not without exceptions; and that they have, as 
well as other flocks, their scabby sheep. Those, I fear and have great reason 
to believe (though it is not to be legally proved) many of them being highly 
insured, go into the enemy's paths in order to make a better market by their 
insurance than they can do by their traffic.

I appeal to the enclosed, which is a paragraph of my general order to all 
the captains of the squadron under my command, whether I have not acted 
with the greatest lenity in regard to pressing, both to the trade and privateers, 
whom I ever did and always shall protect and encourage, while I have the 
honour to have any command in his Majesty's service....

As the promotion to a flag draws near me on the list, I hope their 
lordships will soon be convinced I am worthy of their favours, to merit 
which has ever been my highest ambition.

I propose, pursuant to my orders, to sail for New England early in 
March. I find Lord Banff is ordered home from Virginia, so that I presume 
it is their lordship's intention that the Mermaid should go to New York; and 
I shall order her there accordingly. I have had no directions about the 
Launceston, therefore presume she is as formerly intended for Boston, 
where indeed it is absolutely necessary she should go to refit. I propose, as I 
am quite certain the Mermaid is designed for New York, to order her to call 
in her way at Virginia for any orders that may be lodged for her there, and 
to know what ships are on that station (which, if not well guarded, will suf 
fer greatly by the enemy's privateers.)

I took the liberty in former letters to recommend employing a flying 
squadron of about five good ships, if such there were stationed on the con 
tinent, to cruise on the enemy in the West Indies during the winter season. If 
there had been such this winter, whoever had commanded them might have 
distressed the enemies of his Majesty greatly and acquired honour and for 
tune to [himself], not inferior to that of Mr. Anson. This project may be 
justly supported by the disappointment of the Spanish 74 gun ship men 
tioned in my last, that I told you Capt. Tyrrell met with, and the five 
Caracas ships, extremely rich. These are instances that have fallen within 
my own knowledge, and no doubt many others have escaped it.
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If an affair of this nature should be thought worthy of their lordships' 
consideration, I should be proud to be honoured with the execution of it.

Upon Adm. Davers' arrival here, I asked his opinion of neutral vessels 
supplying the king's enemies with provisions, and agreeable to it (which I 
must own differed from mine) I have given all the captains under my com 
mand orders not to molest them, unless they shall find them carrying con 
traband stores.

The French general has sent back my officers and men, and the Dutch 
captain, mentioned in my last, who is put in possession of his vessel again 
in order to proceed where he thinks proper, which I presume will be 
Martinique.

On the 12th instant Mr. Davers came to see English Harbour, and ex 
pressed his satisfaction at the works there. As we were at dinner, a 
gentleman came and acquainted us that he saw from the hills some ships 
engaged in the offing. I went immediately on board the Woolwich, which 
was the readiest ship and then lay in Freeman's Bay. We slipped and got out 
in twenty minutes; the Launceston though then on a heel, followed in less 
than an hour. Soon after I got out I saw gunfire, and counted seven sail. I 
made the signal of seeing them to the admiral, who was then looking out on 
a hill over the harbour; at the same time I made the signal for all cruisers. 
The Lynn being then at the road watering and in sight, the admiral sent to 
her immediately to follow me, and ordered Mr. Knowles to take the 
Weymouth, then in English Harbour, and do the same. At about three, I 
spoke to the Mercury who stood towards me, and the captain called to me 
that he had been engaged by a Spanish man of war of 36 guns, which was 
one of those then in sight. I did not stop for a moment but continued my 
chase, and soon saw one of the vessels ahead much disabled, and a little 
before dark spoke with her. She proved to be the Comet, who, after a very 
smart engagement in which she was entirely disabled, had been taken by the 
Spaniards, who had only time to take her captain and officers out of her 
with some other trifles, and made the best of their way. I followed the chase 
till dark, losing sight of them then.

I called to the Launceston to chase to leeward all night, and that I would 
keep my wind as the enemy then did, in hope of meeting them in the morn 
ing under Guadeloupe, for which place they stood before night. Three of 
them [were] topsail vessels, the others a schooner and sloop. In the morning, 
seeing nothing of them or any of our own ships, I concluded they were gone 
to leeward, and was in hopes the Launceston would fall in with them, or the 
Weymouth and Lynn, who, just before dark, I saw were following me. I 
returned to English Harbour in two days, and found the Mercury there and 
the bomb at St. Johns, both very much shattered.
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Had I not slipped with the upmost dispatch, the Mercury must have fallen 
into the enemy's hands, and the Comet (who they had taken) would have 
been carried off. It will take up some time to fit them for sea. Whenever 
Capt. Spry (who commanded the Comet) returns, he will greatly deserve 
their lordships' favour, for his gallant defence, and for the very pretty action 
he did in his way to New England, of which Mr. Knowles has formerly 
given their lordships an account. When or wherever I have it in my power, 
he shall not want my friendship or favour.

A most unhappy accident has followed this. The Weymouth and Lynn 
saw the Spaniard the next morning, chased, but could not come up with her. 
On their return, the Weymouth unfortunately ran ashore, and is lost on 
Sandy Key within three miles of St. John's road, where the admiral and his 
squadron then lay. 1 I believe most of her things will be saved and shall be 
put into the storekeeper's possession, except the hull and what is in her hold.

The admiral has enquired by court martial into the misconduct that has 
occasioned so great a loss to our country, and will no doubt send you the 
result of the court thereon. It has acquitted everybody with honour, except 
the pilot (who is confined two years in the Marshalsea), the lieutenant of the 
watch (mulcted six months' pay) and the master (rendered incapable of 
serving as an officer in any of his Majesty's ships.) ...

Herewith I send you copies of letters which I [have] just now [No. 45] 
received from Gov. Shirley, with a scheme for attacking Louisbourg with an 
armament from New England.2 I apprehend [it is done] without the 
approbation or knowledge of the ministry or their lordships. I refer you to 
an answer; and hope their lordships will approve of my acting thus in con 
formity with my own and all the captains' opinions (which I now send you) 
and which I thought proper to take upon the loss of the Weymouth, and 
upon the receipt of the said scheme and letters. I shall remain here agreeable 
to it till I receive their lordships' instructions for my further proceedings. I 
hope that will not be long, as this goes express by the Mercury.

You will see by my answer to Gov. Shirley, that I send the Launceston to 
attend on New England and the Mermaid on New York, pursuant to their 
lordships' directions... . 3

1 For an investigation of the cause of the incident, see W. E. May, 4 The Wreck of the 
Weymouth", The Mariner's Mirror, Vol 48 (August 1962), pp. 207-15.

2 Shirley's plan is presumably found in his 7 Dec. 1744 letter to the Admiralty, PRO, 
ADM/1/3817, in which he remarked about Louisbourg: 'should the shipping be so lucky to 
take the provisions, and the land forces take all their cattle, & keep them constantly 
employed, it will be impossible for them to hold the place till the last of July for want of 
provisions'.

3 Warren to Shirley, 24 Feb. 1744/5, partially printed in Journals of the House of 
Representatives of Massachusetts (Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society, 1946), Vol. 
XXI, p. 217.
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Capt. Douglass in the Mermaid arrived here the 24th instant from cruis 
ing to the windward of Martinique. He brings an account that eight ships of 
war with a convoy of merchant ships are expected there. One of our 
privateers of 20 guns was attacked (but got of0 by a large transport ship 
from France with troops on board going into Martinique....

As I find by his Majesty's late proclamation for the distribution of prizes, 
... no officer commanding in chief by a particular commission (though with 
the same power in every other shape) unless he has a captain under him, is 
entitled to any part of prizes taken by the squadron under his command. As 
such officer, it is well known, has a double duty imposed upon him (I mean 
that of a private captain as well as that of commanding officer) he is not 
upon so good a footing with regard to the chance of prizes as a private 
cruiser, for it cannot be consistent with the service that he should be so 
often and so long at sea.

I flatter myself their lordships will consider this a very great hardship and 
redress it in such manner as to them shall seem reasonable, or give me leave 
to go home, my health being much impaired by long service in this dis 
agreeable climate.

48. Consultation of Captains
Launceston, English Harbour, 23 Feb. 1744/5

Present: Commodore Warren, Capts. Knowles, Holburne, Lisle, Douglass, 
Tyrrell

Commodore Warren has laid before us a letter from Gov. Shirley iNo. 
45] of his Majesty's province of New England, together with a scheme for 
attacking and surprising the fort and town of Louisbourg, and requesting 
some of the ships from this station to his assistance.

[We] have taken the same into our mature consideration. It appears the 
said scheme has been undertaken without first receiving his Majesty's 
approbation, and that no orders have been yet sent by the lords of the ad 
miralty for any ships giving their assistance. Taking any of the ships off 
their stations in the [place] of the Weymouth, who has unfortunately been 
lost, will be a great weakening to these islands, and can be of no great ser 
vice in such an undertaking. It may be attended with bad consequences, as a 
squadron of the enemy's ships are daily expected at Martinique.

We therefore do unanimously agree and give it as our opinion that it will 
be most for his Majesty's service for Commodore Warren to send the North 
America stations' ships away to their respective stations, and remain here
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himself in the Superbe till answers can return to his express from England 
by the Mercury. It is our advice to send [the Mercury] away immediately 
with an account of the unhappy accident that has befallen the Weymouth, 
and copies of Gov. Shirley's letters and schemes, in order to receive their 
lordships' directions thereupon.

49. Warren to Knowles 
Superbe, English Harbour, Antigua, 8 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, The orders I have received this day by his Majesty's sloop Hind iNo. 
43] from the lords commissioners of the Admiralty put me under the 
necessity of altering my resolution to stay in these seas, which I had before 
intended agreeable to the opinion of the captains of the squadron then pre 
sent and under my command. I was to have sailed tomorrow in his 
Majesty's ship Superbe upon a cruise, and have considered the nature and 
intention of their lordships' last orders to me to proceed to North America 
with his Majesty's ships Weymouth, Launceston, Mermaid and Hastings.

It is with concern I tell that I think it for his Majesty's service to proceed 
to North America without a moment's loss of time in the Superbe. The loss 
of the Weymouth may otherwise disappoint the service their lordships may 
expect should be carried on, pursuant to their commands, as well as the 
scheme from Gov. Shirley (which partly occasioned the said consultation, 
and which I [brought] before you and the rest of the captains, as I thought it 
of consequence.)

I have now only to acquaint you that I shall sail in a few days, when the 
command of the squadron here will devolve on you. I am of opinion under 
the present circumstances of affairs, you should hoist your broad pendant 
in my absence on board the Severn, where, of course, you will have a cap 
tain under you till their lordships' pleasure shall be known, when I hope they 
will send you another ship.

I sincerely wish you success with the squadrons.

P.S. You will please to let me know whom of your officers or people you 
would have remain with you here.

50. Knowles to Warren
English Harbour, Antigua, 8 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, I have received your favour, and, as you were pleased to show me some 
of their lordships' orders which came by the Hind I am no stranger to the 
purport of them.
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The opinion of the captains of the squadron on this station you are 
pleased to mention (of which I have the honour to be one) was given you to 
remain here till answers should arrive from England about the loss of the 
Weymouth. [This was] solely and absolutely only to prevent your hastily 
taking the Superbe off this station, which you had resolved to do (as all the 
captains judged it might be attended with bad consequences) not from any 
other necessity there was of your staying. As it it impossible Gov. Shirley's 
scheme can be yet arrived in England, much less answers to be returned to 
it, I am persuaded the captains will still continue in those same sentiments 
that they were in some days ago, as well as myself; the more so were they to 
see my orders from the lords of the Admiralty, which directs a scheme being 
carried into execution that has received both the ministry's and their 
lordships' approbation. The better to enable me to undertake it, they have 
sent out the bombs, mortars and a tender, and, I am well informed, intend to 
ship out more strength soon and as undiscovered as possible.

As to your intending to sail soon, I can only say I wish you all the 
prosperity that can attend on the best of men. I apprehend the command of 
the squadron cannot devolve on me when you go, as I am captain of the 
Superbe and, without her, not commander in chief. You know full well their 
lordships have positively forbidden my assuming the command in other 
shape. I therefore do not think I can dare to give up the command of the 
Superbe [unless] you suspend or discharge me.

I would beg leave to recommend to your consideration some of your late 
letters to the Admiralty, wherein you say you do not think these stations suf 
ficiently guarded with the ships that are here. By these orders I have now 
received, I am directed to send home two ships convoy to the trade. Pray, 
sir, be pleased to think what an unguarded situation these islands must then 
be in.

I am truly sorry to find us likely to differ in opinion, as I am sure we are 
equally actuated by an ardent zeal for the good of our country, and 
therefore should rejoice that both our transactions should be approved.

51. Warren to Knowles 
Superbe, English Harbour, Antigua, 8 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, I have received your favour in answer to mine of this date. [I] think my 
orders of such consequence that I am determined to take the Superbe with 
me, and give their lordships the earliest notice of my having done so. I am 
very sorry this appears so disagreeable to you when you may hoist your 
broad pendant on board as good a ship, either with or without a captain
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under you. As my orders are very pressing, I must desire your answer as 
soon as possible, that I may act accordingly.

You may be assured I shall have great pleasure if my conduct shall be as 
agreeable to you in this affair as I hope it will be to their lordships (to whom 
it must be referred, and upon whose judgments therein, as well as my own 
innocence, I shall ever with great pleasure rely.) I am uneasy to differ with 
you in opinion, because I have ever till now paid the greatest deference to 
yours.

52. Knowles to Warren
English Harbour, Antigua, 9 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, I received your second favour, confirming your resolutions to take the 
Superbe from me and desiring my definitive answer, which I imagined I had 
given you in my last with my best opinion upon so extraordinary a 
proceeding. I cannot add more than that I am determined not to quit the 
Superbe [unless] you suspend or dismiss me from the command of her.

53. Warren to Knowles 
Superbe, English Harbour, Antigua, 9 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, I have received your favour of this date, telling me you will not quit the 
Superbe unless I suspend or dismiss you. Give me leave to assure you I in 
tend to do neither, and that it is great concern to me to be obliged in any 
shape to give you uneasiness.

I think this affair should not irritate you so much, since all the difference 
it can make with regard to you is that you may command the squadron 
here in my absence, and hoist your pendant on board the Severn—as good 
a ship, almost, as the Superbe, and one I would have taken with me if she 
were ready for the sea.

I presume whatever you may determine after my sailing from hence, 
which will be very suddenly, you will think it necessary to stay till you can 
leave their lordships' orders to the next officer to you in seniority in order to 
his executing them. I am now making out your commission for the Severn, 
and shall appoint Capt. Lisle my own captain. [I] must submit my conduct 
upon this and all other occasions to be either censured or applauded by the 
lords commissioners of the Admiralty, to whom I shall represent this affair 
with as much candidness and truth as I [can].
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P.S. If you determine to serve as I mentioned in my first letter to you on 
this subject, with a captain under you (which I think would be the proper 
method till their lordships' pleasure shall be known) then Capt. Lisle may re 
main with you, as he is desirous of so doing, and I can appoint another cap 
tain to the Superbe under me. You will please to favour me with your 
answer.

54. Knowles to Warren
English Harbour, Antigua, 9 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, I am honoured with your third letter, acquainting me that you will 
neither suspend or dismiss me from the command of the Superbe. Conse 
quently, then, I remain captain of her. As for accepting of a commission to 
command any other ship, I will not.

I shall always strictly comply with their lordships' orders and take care 
his Majesty's service shall not suffer through any neglect of mine.

55. Warren to Knowles 
Superbe, English Harbour, Antigua, 9 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, I have your second favour of this date, and cannot think it can be for 
his Majesty's service that you should remain my captain in the Superbe and 
leave this station (though you do me great honour in your desire of doing 
so.) As you are determined to receive no commission from me, I believe you 
will think it necessary to take the command of the squadron upon you when 
I leave these seas, by virtue of the commission you have from their lordships 
to command in chief in my absence, a commission which no captain can or 
will refuse to obey. You will put in execution such orders as lyouj have 
already or may hereafter receive from the Admiralty. If you determine to go 
home you will, I dare say, think it highly proper to leave such orders with the 
senior officer of his Majesty's ships here.

I have already given you an account of the disposition of the ships now at 
sea, and as I shall sail in two days you will then please to take the squadron 
under your command. I shall have only time to finish my letter to the Ad 
miralty, and to send them copies of yours and my own on this subject.

P.S. To prevent delay, you will please to let me know who you would have 
discharged from the Superbe.
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56. Warren to Knowles 
Superbe, English Harbour, Antigua, 9 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, I find there is no end of this disagreeable subject; it is the first of the 
kind I have ever entered into, and [I] hope it will be the last. To put an end 
to it, as I have but little time, I herewith enclose you an order to take the 
squadron here under your command. I flatter myself you will punctually 
comply till their lordships' pleasure is known, and till they judge of my con 
duct and yours on this occasion, to which we must both submit. I must once 
more desire you will let me know who of your people or officers you would 
have remain with you, and into what ship or place you would have the 
equipage you have here [to be] carried. I wish you all imaginable success 
and prosperity.

57. Warren to Knowles 
Superbe, English Harbour, Antigua, 9 Mar. 1744/5

I have received a commission dated 1 Jan. 1744 [1745] to command in 
chief his Majesty's ships on the continent of America to the northward of 
Carolina, with orders to proceed to Boston. I think it for his Majesty's ser 
vice to go there in the Superbe under the present circumstances of affairs.

You are therefore hereby required and directed, pursuant to their 
lordships' orders to me, to take upon you the command of the squadron in 
these seas. Put in execution such orders as you have already or may 
hereafter receive from their lordships, agreeable to the commission you have 
from them to command in chief here in my absence, by virtue of which you 
may hoist your broad pendant on board any of his Majesty's ships here, till 
their lordships' pleasure be known.

You are to leave a complete muster book of the Superbe for the captain 
who I shall appoint under me. For so doing this shall be your warrant.

58. Warren to Corbett 
Superbe, English Harbour, Antigua, 10 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, My letters by the Mercury, duplicates of which you will receive and to 
which I refer you, will acquaint you of my intention to have remained in 
these seas, agreeable to the advice and opinions of the captains of the 
squadron, (which I thought necessary to take upon the unfortunate loss of 
the Weymouth, and receipt of Gov. Shirley's letter and scheme for attacking 
Louisbourg; copies of them you have in the annexed packet.)
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In pursuance to the said opinions to remain here, I gave orders to the 
Launccston and Mermaid to go immediately to the stations allotted them by 
their lordships' orders to me. I hoisted my pendant on board the Superbe, 
and was ready in every shape to have gone cruising the next morning, when 
Capt. Innis of his Majesty's ship Hind arrived here the 8th instant. He 
brought me a commission to command in chief his Majesty's ships in North 
America, with directions to proceed to Boston with the Weymouth, 
Launceston, Mermaid and Hastings, so soon as those seas were open. The 
latter have not been here, and the two former were to sail in two days from 
this island.

Upon considering their lordships' orders and the scheme sent me by Gov. 
Shirley with all the deliberation and attention that I am master of, I con 
cluded the unhappy circumstance of the loss of the Weymouth [wouldI 
make it highly necessary for me to go to Boston without a moment's loss of 
time in the Superbe to supply her loss, and be in a capacity to act up to their 
lordships' expectation in such measures as they direct me to take, in concert 
with the governors of the northern colonies.

I have therefore sent orders to stop the Launceston and Mermaid, and 
propose to sail with them and the Superbe to Boston in four days at most 
from this date.

I communicated my intention to Mr. Knowles, who seems to be highly 
displeased at my taking his ship, the Superbe, from him, at which I must 
own myself exceedingly sorry, because he and I have ever before been on 
the best terms. [I] hope (as I must ever do him the justice to own him a very 
good officer) their lordships will make him amends by sending him a better 
ship as soon as possible, both to make him easy and to strengthen the 
squadron in these seas. I am apt to believe he will represent my conduct upon 
this occasion as a grievance. I must own, upon considering, the circum 
stances that have obliged me much against my inclination to do any one act 
that is disagreeable to him should plead my excuse. He has the Severn, 
which ship I would have taken myself, had it been possible to get her ready in 
any reasonable time; she is in my opinion very little, if at all, inferior to the 
Superbe, as she carries twelve pounders upon her upper deck.

If upon his complaint, their lordships should think I have in this affair ex 
ceeded the strict rule of discipline or justice with him, I beg to be called 
home to account for my actions face to face. I flatter myself they will find 
my motives will appear such as will not subject me to their censure, to avoid 
which has ever been my highest ambition.

It is with the greatest reluctance I trouble their lordships on a subject of 
this kind, which, through the whole course of my servitude in the navy, 
never happened to me before with anybody. [I] therefore think it necessary
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to prepare their lordships, that no ill representation from any misrepresenta 
tion may lessen me in their esteem after the honour they have been pleased 
to confer upon me. I hope you will pardon this digression.

Their lordships will, in my packet that goes with this, receive duplicates of 
Gov. Shirley's letters to me, and his scheme for attacking one of the French 
settlements, with my answer on that subject. They will not alter his intention 
to carry it into execution, which I must own I think will not be amiss, for I 
fear it was concerted too hastily and with too little force for a place of such 
strength and consequence as I apprehend that to be. If after the receipt of my 
answer, he continues his preparations, I shall be there in time, I hope, to give 
the scheme all the countenance and assistance in my power, or to act other 
wise in concert with him as shall be thought most for his Majesty's service. I 
have [written] him by a vessel bound for the northward, that he may soon 
expect me with the Superbe, Launceston and Mermaid. The unhappy loss of 
the Weymouth prevented my being there so early as I intended, and indeed is 
the occasion of the coldness between Mr. Knowles and me.

Our late expeditions have proved so unsuccessful that I think no officer 
can act with too much caution and prudence that is trusted with the conduct 
and execution of them. To be sure, there should, without unforeseen ac 
cidents, be almost certainty of success when such are undertaken, and in 
this that may now be designed. I think, as I told you before, all the gover 
nors on the continent should be timely apprised of it in order to influence 
the other branches of their legislatures to come heartily into a scheme of so 
much consequence to themselves in particular and to our king and country 
in general. If we attack without success, we show the enemy their 
weaknesses, which they will be sure to observe and guard against any 
attempts that may afterwards be made upon them.

Should it be thought proper to take possession of Canso for the protec 
tion of the fishery, I believe if a civil government were established there under 
a man of honour and humanity, it would encourage such a number of in 
habitants as would be able in a short time (with very little assistance from 
the government at home) to defend themselves against the French and carry 
on the fishery with very great advantage. To do this, it will be a principal 
step to have the right to the soil vested in the crown, who may then direct 
the granting it to his subjects that settle there, in such proportions as may be 
thought proper.

I shall be able to inform their lordships what may be most necessary to be 
done for his Majesty's service after having seen and consulted with Gov. 
Shirley, to whom I have the honour to be known, and Ito] whose zeal for the 
king's service I am no stranger. Therefore I propose great satisfaction in my 
present command, being determined to have his and Gov. Clinton's
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concurrence in all my operations against his Majesty's enemies and for the 
good of his subjects.

If in the execution of their lordships' commands I can give them satisfac 
tion, I shall be extremely happy. No other motive leads me to serve, but the 
duty I owe my king and country, of which I hope to convince their lordships 
by my future behaviour.

I send you a state of the ships now under my command, who are in want 
of naval stores of all kinds, masts and yards excepted (which are the 
produce of New England.)

I wish their lordships would think of making [a] dry dock at Boston for 
the [easier] cleaning and fitting his Majesty's ships.

P.S. I shall sail tomorrow in the Superbe, in company with the Launceston 
and Mermaid, and have not time to send you their weekly accounts, but will 
do it by the next opportunity.

59. Warren to Captains 
Superbe, St. John's Road, Antigua, 11 Mar. 1744/5

HON. GENTLEMEN, I have before me under consideration your letter of 
yesterday's date, 1 setting forth the ill consequences that may attend my tak 
ing his Majesty's ship Superbe from the protection of these islands, and 
recommending my stay here with such of his Majesty's ships as were ap 
pointed by the lords of the Admiralty for the protection of the northern 
colonies. You also in your letter inform me you have been apprised of my 
intention [by] Mr. Knowles, of which before my departure I should have ac 
quainted you myself, in time to have received your concurrence or dis 
approbation therein. As he has, by his representation to you, anticipated my 
design, I beg leave to give you my reasons, so far as I think I ought to do, 
consistent with my instructions and [the] service upon which I am now com 
manded by their lordships' commission and instructions, sent me by his 
Majesty's sloop the Hind. The commission and instructions I received but 
two days ago—little enough time to weigh them well and consider how to 
execute them in the form and manner that a literal construction of them 
requires.

No other, I apprehend from the little knowledge I have acquired, can 
justify an officer's proceedings. Upon the maturest consideration that my 
weak capacity will allow, I am of opinion and have resolved that I cannot,

1 Not located.
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without a manifest breach of my orders and the high trust reposed in me, 
alter my said resolution to execute my instructions, which may not be 
proper at present to lay before you, and by the execution of which my 
reputation must hereafter suffer censure or receive applause.

Your apprehension of a squadron of French ships of war being expected 
at Martinique can have no other foundation than that of its being natural to 
them to take what care they are able of their possessions. Such a squadron 
has been talked of ever since the commencement of the French war.

I am credibly informed that his Majesty's ship the Ipswich of 70 guns 
may be daily expected here. If any danger to these islands should then be 
apprehended, I make no doubt but Mr. Knowles will employ her or any 
other that may arrive here for the protection of these islands and the trade.

As the loss of the Weymouth has put me under a necessity of acting this 
part, so it has obliged me to send a vessel of war home with an account of 
that unhappy disaster. [She] is no doubt well advanced in her passage, and 
has my request to their lordships to dispatch another ship to me. As I had 
then resolved to remain here till I should hear from them, I make no doubt 
but ship of equal force [to] the Weymouth will be immediately sent to me at 
this place. That ship Mr. Knowles will, no doubt, keep here, as their 
lordships' intention to have me go in a 60 gun ship will be answered by my 
going in the Superbe.

Upon the whole, I am very sorry to differ in opinion with you in thinking 
that I should be highly culpable if I did not prosecute the orders I received 
by the Hind. You do me honour and great justice in being persuaded that no 
man in my situation can have a greater regard to your safety and welfare, 
and it is not improbable but that I may kiss your hands early next fall, and 
demonstrate zeal for your service.

I could wish my going to the northward had not been made so public, but 
that my sailing from hence might have appeared to the generality of 
mankind only as on a cruise.

60. Corbett to Warren
18 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, By my letter of 4 Jan., 1 just acknowledged the receipt of several letters, 
the last of which was dated 5 Oct. [No. 40]. I have since received a 
duplicate of your letter of 15 July, and also your letter of 8 Sept., [No. 34] 
with several others dated 4, 13, 22, and 30 Dec., which I have com 
municated to my lords commissioners of the Admiralty. 1

1 The letters of 15 July, 4, 13, 22 and 30 Dec. are in PRO, ADM/1/2654. Corbett's letter 
of 4 Jan. is in PRO, ADM/2/486, p. 181.
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Their lordships do entirely approve of your conduct while you were at the 
Leeward Islands, and of the measures you took to distress the French at 
Martinique.

Their lordships hope that your letter to Gov. Clinton, about the province 
of New York supporting a guard vessel as the other neighbouring colonies 
do, has had its due effect.

Their lordships are sorry the Weymouth went out to you so late. They 
hope she came in time enough for you to go on board her before you left the 
islands to return to North America.

Their lordships hope this will find you in a good way of executing the 
project mentioned in your letter of 8 Sept. [No. 34], for dispossessing the 
French of Cape Breton and Quebec. If that should not succeed, one would 
think that what you mention in the same letter, of the usefulness of two half 
galleys upon a large lake between New York and Quebec, should induce 
such of our colonies as are most interested therein to be at the expense of 
building and supporting them.

Commodore Lee, who is going out with the Suffolk and Dreadnought to 
command at the Leeward Islands, is ordered to bring in such neutral ships 
as may be met with bound with provisions to the French islands, which you 
rightly judge ought to be esteemed contraband when the said islands are 
blockaded by our ships. Their lordships approve of the resolution you took 
with regard to such neutral ships and of your intention to acquaint the 
Dutch and Danish governors therewith. Lord Banff in the Hastings is 
arrived in England, pursuant to orders sent to him by their lordships to 
come home with the trade.

A better regulation for masters of merchant ships when under convoy 
would probably have a good effect, and is to be wished for, but it must be 
done by act of parliament. The merchants should apply for it.

Their lordships will always be glad of your sentiments upon whatever 
may occur to you relating to the service, and desire you will inform them of 
whatever you may think proper for their knowledge.

Their lordships approve of your intention to settle a cartel for exchange 
of prisoners of war with the governors of Martinique in the manner you 
proposed. They hope you succeeded in it before you left the islands.

I heartily wish you success in all your operations.

61. Bakers to Warren
London, 23 Mar. 1744/5

SIR, ... We send this to New England, concluding you will be there or 
thereabouts by the time it gets there. We shall send your hawthorn seeds
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when a ship goes to New York; perhaps in a month there one may go: but 
this war makes our correspondence with all parts of America extremely 
precarious.

We have determined and made a bargain accordingly to invest your 
money, which is now and will be in our hands, in the new funds established 
this year. We think [these] will be more for your advantage than buying old 
4 percent annuities which, notwithstanding the necessities of the 
government, continue to have a very high premium now as soon as a peace 
is made, without which none of the funds will be worth anything.

The government will—nay, they must—reduce the interest of those debts 
(for which they pay 4 percent) to 3 percent, either by paying them off (in 
which case all the premium will be lost to the proprietors) or else by reduc 
ing the interest by a law; then great part of the premium will be lost. This 
year they have established new 3 percent annuities, which are now come to 
market. The conditions are to pay one-fourth part down and the remaining 
three-fourths at three quarterly payments, so that at Christmas next the 
whole principal sum will be paid, and then become a transferable stock 
receiving 3 percent per annum. The proprietors have interest from this pre 
sent Lady Day on the whole capital sum.

As with what we have of yours in our hands and what we are to expect 
from Mr. Dobbins, &c., we shall have sufficient to make good the several 
payments in their due times, we have bought for you £4000 of these an 
nuities, on which we shall be making the first payment of £1000 next week 
and the rest as they are called for. We are to have a discount or allowance of 
12£ percent out of this £4000. So that for somewhat more than £3500, you 
will be entitled to a debt from the government of £4000, and should there 
come a peace, there will be a premium in all probability very considerable 
thereon.

We have done as for ourselves, and doubt not your approbation. We must 
observe only this to you: if you have occasion to turn any of your stocks 
into money, it will be most to your advantage to sell any others than new 
ones, because the advantage of these arises from a future certainty of their 
rising in value, whereas immediately it is very likely they may be at a larger 
or at least at the same discount.

The present stocks you have under our directions are £4000 old South 
Sea annuities, which at present would sell for £4400, and £500 East India 
stock, which would now sell for £900. These two articles are in your own 
name, and cannot be stirred without a power of attorney from you, for we 
can only transfer into your name and receive the dividends, but not out of 
your name. If, therefore, you incline to part with any of the abovementioned 
stocks, you must send us powers of attorney for that purpose, for which it 
will not be difficult to obtain proper forms from the lawyers of any place
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where you happen to be. We mention this because we observe you have 
some expectation of wanting your money to pay for a purchase in Ireland. 
Besides the aforementioned, we have an India bond for £100 of yours in our 
hands. We have received your last Christmas dividend of £20 on your £500 
India stock.

Mr. Aylmer, who, as you know, took so rich a prize as to make a fortune 
at once, did it seems treat his prisoners in so cruel and ungentlemanlike a 
manner as to have left the favour of his superiors and justly has been laid 
aside ever since. We think this is so, but are not sure.

As to Admiralty affairs: the House of Commons have, for some time, 
been inquiring into the case of the miscarriage of the fleet in the Mediterra 
nean last winter under Mathews. It now begins to be the opinion of 
everybody that the whole miscarriage was owing to Mathews' ignorance, 
cowardice and pride, and that Lestock will sufficiently justify himself as an 
officer. If so, what punishment is equal to the expense and misery that miss 
ing that opportunity of destroying the French and Spanish fleets has oc 
casioned, not only to this nation but to all Europe?

There are four captains of Mathews' division who, it seems, refused to 
fight, for which he neglected and refused to call them to account. It is sup 
posed the Commons will address his Majesty to order them to be tried by a 
court martial. It may likely go hard with them, for the present spirit of the 
nation is full of resentment against all the commanders of the men of war, 
who in general have behaved with great want of courage and discipline, and 
when called before courts martial, have been as shamefully acquitted. Capt. 
Ambrose is one of the four, and Capt. [Richard] Norris another.

All attention is taken up in the inquiry, and when it is finished, Mr. Corbett 
tells us, the Admiralty will make some flags, among which there is no doubt 
of your being one, for you will please to except yourself from the censures 
before mentioned. Our W.B. saw the Duke of Bedford, who expressed great 
regard for you, and Corbett says they have no thoughts of superseding you. 
This is confirmed by Sir John Norris, who was so good as to make us a visit 
the other day, and left us the enclosed letter for you to be forwarded to New 
York; we do it by this opportunity.

Our W.B. took the opportunity of talking with Sir John Norris on the 
matter of your right to the eighth part of Herbert's prize. He seemed doubt 
ful whether you had a title or not. Your right must depend on ancient 
custom and usage, which is not very clear. He thought therefore you ought, 
to prevent any dispute whenever you sent any ship on a cruise, to take an 
obligation from the captain to account to you for one eighth of his prizes. 
This would prevent any doubts, and as Sir John says is usually done. The 
king's last proclamation makes it very clear; had that subsisted at the time
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Capt. Herbert took his prize, there is no doubt but you would not have been 
entitled because you had no captain under you. But as that required ex 
planation, and was accordingly explained last June, it renders your title 
somewhat less clear than if no explanation had been necessary.

We have talked also with Corbett and Phillipson (who, by the way, will 
come no more into the Admiralty). They can give no opinion thereupon, but 
refer the matter to civil lawyers, as have others of the navy people who have 
been talked to. If you think it worthwhile, and will send your account of all 
the particular circumstances, we will have it drawn up into a case and take 
some eminent counsel's opinion thereupon. In doing this it will be necessary 
that we be furnished with all the particular dates and facts, a copy of your 
commission, &c.

We wrote Mr. Whitney of Dublin and sent him the paragraph of your 
letter, to which we are expecting an answer. We reckon you have, before 
now, received the letter we sent you from him. It went to New York. We 
heartily wish you all health and happiness.

62. Warren to Anson
Superbe, Latitude of 39°, 2 Apr. 1745

SIR, [I am] perfectly assured of forgiveness from one to whom I formerly 
had the honour and pleasure to be well known, and whose disposition to 
serve mankind in general is the greatest part of his happiness here and will 
be the means of leading him in the direct road to that which is to be hoped 
for hereafter. [This] induces me to take this liberty with you, to beg your 
friendship and assistance in an affair that I apprehend (though I may be 
mistaken in it) my future happiness on this globe greatly depends [upon].

You are not a stranger to my marrying at New York, nor to Mrs. 
Warren, as you have plainly demonstrated in your obliging favour by kindly 
remembering her. [Her] disposition, if ever you took note of it, is not greatly 
turned to pass her days in the beau monde, but would, if possible and [if] it 
could be made convenient to me, take up her rest at New York among such 
of her relations as are left alive (her father and mother having both paid the 
great debt to which all nature is sooner or later liable.)

Before and at their deaths, I received what in that country is esteemed a 
tolerable fortune, and indeed I think she has had a dear bargain of me, since 
so little of my time has been at her disposal. She had better done as the girl 
said to Solomon, [and] married her own equal in her native land. As I think 
her deserving, I would use all [my] endeavours to oblige her, and in order to 
do it I have gotten some friends to solicit his grace the Duke of Newcastle
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for the government of [New] Jersey when it becomes vacant, in whose dis 
position those affairs are. Both his grace and Mr. Pelham gave my solicitors 
a very favourable reception, and answered if I continued in the same mind, 
upon a vacancy, I should have it. [They] intimated I should soon have a 
better thing (meaning a flag) which would give me an opportunity of serving 
my country and myself more effectually. As to the service of my country, I 
am determined (while the war lasts and I have health—which I can't say I 
enjoy at present) never to desire to leave it till ill-treated, which I have no 
reason to apprehend when you are at the Admiralty (from whence you were 
so good as to tell me you hoped soon to send me a flag.)

It is probable a period may be shortly put to the war; then, I must own, a 
retreat to America as a governor would be more agreeable to me, for the 
reasons I have given you, then being Lord High Admiral. As it is possible 
Mr. Clinton may be better provided for in time, my having the [New] Jersey 
government may be as an introduction to that of New York, where I should 
be at the pinnacle of my ambition and happiness. I take it not to be so 
slippery as that to which we aspire in a military way, where though we soar 
very high we seldom can support ourselves for long.

I have the greatest regard and esteem for Mr. Clinton, and would by no 
means interfere with anything which should concern his interests. I have 
reason to believe he will mention me as his friend to the Duke of Newcastle, 
his nephew Lord Lincoln, and to Mr. Pelham. I am well assured my good 
friend Sir John Norris, who I have [written] often to on this subject, will 
heartily join you in anything for my service. As I would put you to as little 
trouble as possible, I pray you will give Messrs. Samuel and William Baker, 
merchants, the latter an alderman of London, both my friends and cor 
respondents, leave to wait on you and to transmit your commands to me on 
this or any other occasion.

What you mention with regard to an expedition in embryo against Cape 
Breton is what I have long considered as of the greatest consequence to our 
country. This my good friend Mr. Corbett and myself have exchanged some 
private letters upon. I have, though in a very inaccurate manner, formerly 
run over some of the benefits that would accrue from it, and some steps 
necessary to be taken previous to the attempt. I beg leave to address you for 
your private and candid opinion. The inaccuracy of it will not bear the light, 
though the matter, if well digested, is worthy of the ministry's most serious 
deliberation.

What the event will be of Mr. Shirley's scheme (who is a very worthy 
man) I will not take upon me to prejudge, but when time lets me more into it, 
you shall know.

I beg leave to assure you nothing shall be wanting on my part, so far as I
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have power or capacity to serve my king and country. [Ij am persuaded I 
can do it in no shape better than in that scheme, if attended with success. HJ 
have none more at heart, though I could have pitched upon none attended 
with a prospect of greater uneasiness and less personal advantage (I mean 
where booty is esteemed so, which I hope will never be so with me.)

Should I succeed in my wishes for a government, I flatter myself I could 
serve my king and country even in that shape. On any other occasion where 
my service may be thought of the least use, I shall while I live be ready and 
willing to enter upon any whenever I am commanded.

You will pardon this trouble, and if anything from the colonies or such 
other part of the world where I may be destined can be in the least agreeable 
to you, I beg you will lay your commands on me.

63. Warren to Anson
Superbe, Latitude of 39°, 2 Apr. 1745 1

SIR, I am convinced that no acquisition can be made during the present war 
of greater advantage to our country in general and to the British colonies in 
particular than that territory now in possession of the French lin North 
America]. Yet I think it would be in vain to attempt Louisbourg without a 
moral certainty of success. As it is a very regular fortification and 
has always a strong garrison of regular troops in it, I submit whether it is 
not likely that it will hold out a siege longer than the season will allow the 
besiegers (if not numerous enough to take it by storm) to keep the field. 
What can they do, in that case, in the winter? It is certain if ships go into the 
harbour to attack it, the people must determine to succeed or die. Where 
that is the case there should be (I believe the world will allow) a strong 
probability of success. The navigation is bad and the weather foggy, and 
[there is] no proper place to anchor anywhere near Louisbourg. If Canso 
(which I believe will be thought the best) is to be the rendezvous of the ships 
and the magazine for stores, and a first place of retreat, should that not be 
garrisoned and in a condition to protect the stores &c. from the enemy? 

Query: Whether, if it be intended to re-establish Canso for a fishery, 
there could not be a better place and harbour,2 where the soil is fit for 
culture and equally as convenient for carrying on the fishery [to be] found 
on the south side of Nova Scotia, pretty near Canso, [and] better calculated 
for making a defence than the islands of Canso, and for people to settle in a

1 This letter was not sent until after the capitulation of Louisbourg; see No. 123 below.
2 See his suggestions for either La Have or Chebucto in No. 8.
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body and improve the land, as well as the fish trade? I think there may IbeJ.
Query: Whether it would not be an agreeable service, if practicable, to 

drive the French from Petit Degrat, near Canso? I think it would.
Query: Whether a civil government would not encourage a number of 

people to settle in Nova Scotia, if they could have good titles to the quantity 
of land that should be thought sufficient for each person or family? It 
would, no doubt.

Query: In what is the right to the soil? Ought it not be in the crown, in 
order to its being granted under his Majesty in such proportions as would be 
most conducive to peopling that province, which would be a strong bridle on 
the French and a means of uniting one to another and [to] our interest a 
considerable number of Indians? It ought certainly to be vested so, as that 
the people may be secured in their titles.

If Louisbourg could be taken, how far would that affect the French with 
regard to their other settlements about and up the St. Lawrence River? 
Would it be a certain means of dispossessing them of all their settlements in 
those parts? What advantage would accrue to Great Britain from such a 
conquest?

First, it would give [Great Britain] all the fur trade on the continent, and 
unite nations of Indians to them and to each other. [These] are now in con 
tinual war by the artificies and fallacies of the French, and cannot therefore 
employ themselves in hunting for those valuable furs that they would 
otherwise do; nor can they have a safe or free communication with us or the 
French. So that it is plain [that] that trade, if we could dispossess the 
French, would be to us alone more valuable by infinite degrees than it is 
now to both the French and us.

[Secondly, it] would no doubt be a means of discovering mines of various 
kinds, so situated in a country extremely well watered as to make tran 
sporting their produce to the seaports by rivers very practicable and not ex 
pensive. It would lead us into the knowledge of such remote nations of In 
dians as hitherto have not even been heard of but as fables. What advan 
tages [that] might accrue from [such] a commerce would be to the woollen 
and other manufacturers of Great Britain, &c!

Thirdly, it would give us the whole fishery, a valuable branch of trade and 
a flourishing nursery for seamen, upon whom the welfare and safety of our 
country so much depend.

Fourthly, it would be the best nursery for masts, yards and all materials 
for a navy, such as pitch, tar, turpentine, tallow, hemp, iron, copper and 
timber of all kinds. [The] last is not esteemed very durable, but from no 
other reason than the mismanagement in cutting and using it in ship 
building quite green. Experience has shown that when it has been cut at a
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proper time and seasoned by keeping, it has answered very well, especially 
when it grows in the woods or hedge rows and upon a high and dry soil 
where the sun and air have an influence upon it.

Fifthly, it would free his Majesty's subjects from all the apprehensions 
they must be continually under of the French settling the back of all the 
colonies upon the continent, in a half-circle quite to Ithe] Mississippi from 
the Gulf of the St. Lawrence. By [these] means it is to be feared (as they 
keep a number of missionaries continually among the Indians and spare no 
expense to convert them) they will engage such nations and numbers in their 
interest and religion as will be able to drive the English into the sea. Nobody 
yet knows what great nations of Indians there are in the remote parts [to] 
the back of us.

Would not all these advantages be so worthy of the consideration of 
Great Britain, Ireland and the colonies in general as to induce them to make 
a point of dispossessing the French at any expense? It would be amply 
made up to them all by their advancement and extension of their trade, and 
would also be a means to enable the colonies on the continent (who must in 
time, in so healthy a climate, increase greatly in number of people from their 
own stock, without the additions of such numbers of British subjects as 
flock there from all his Majesty's dominions, and the Palatines from Ger 
many, &c.) to be aiding and assisting their mother country in any future 
wars that she may engage in. Would it be at all improper, as well as it is the 
duty of her children, to hold fast their obedience and integrity to that parent 
that first gave them being?

A vulgar notion has prevailed with many, that the colonies should be kept 
poor in order to be [kept] humble, upon a supposition that in time they may 
be in a condition and desirous of throwing off that parental yoke. It is not to 
be doubted but in the course of years the colonies, without the intervention 
of some unforeseen revolution, will be in a capacity to do so. But it is to be 
hoped it will never be their inclination or interest but that it will be both to 
assist and cherish their mother country, if ever the changes and chances of 
time and circumstances should make it necessary, or she should want it.

Therefore why should we not encourage most, if not all, the kinds of 
manufactures that are natural to our own colonies, at least such as we now 
supply with foreigners, especially all kinds of naval stores proper for 
building and equipping ships of war in every respect for the sea (with all 
which the colonies abound)? I know it may be objected to this that the 
foreigners who supply us with these manufactures take off some of ours in 
exchange. But I am informed a great deal of ready money goes from us to 
them, for those manufactures which we might be supplied with by the 
colonies for the British manufacturers without any money advanced. For it
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is well known that at present the export from them, especially from those to 
the northward of Virginia is so trivial that they cannot by it pay for the 
woollen goods, &c., necessary for their consumption. They are therefore, I 
believe, considerably in debt to the trading people in England that deal with 
those colonies.

If we could, as before observed, dispossess the French, there would be by 
that means such a vent for all the manufactures of all kinds that Great 
Britain and Ireland could make, and in return they would receive so much 
more of the manufactures from the colonies than they could consume, as 
would enable them to export to the foreigners we now trade with, and keep 
up our navigation and intercourse with them to more advantage to ourselves 
than at present. This the judges of trade would be better able to illustrate 
than I am.

What I have here set forth being granted, how is it to be effected? What 
number of ships from England, of regular troops, of artillery and other ord 
nance stores will be necessary? What quantity of provisions and other 
stores of all kinds will be proper for such an undertaking? What part will 
the colonies themselves take in such an attempt, whether they will assist in it 
heart and hand? What assistance, and in what shape, will each different 
government that is willing to assist give its assistance—in money, shipping, 
men or provisions?

By forming all this into a proper plan, it will not be very hard to judge of 
the probability of succeeding or not in such an attempt. The formation of it 
previous to the execution cannot be any expense to Great Britain or the 
colonies. When it is formed and approved, then let it be [executed] with all 
the intrepidity that becomes good officers and men, both by sea and land.

To undertake an affair of such consequence and expense too rashly, (that 
must, if they fail in it, involve both England and the colonies in a large debt 
to no purpose) I think would be madness, both in advisors and executors of 
such an attempt.

What force had Sir Hovendon Walker 1 of ships, troops, &c., and how 
came he to fail in the attempt, made by him at a time that the French could 
not be in so formidable a situation as at present on the continent? Upon 
what rock did he split? That should be considered and avoided in any future 
attempt.

What service can ships do upon such an affair? What can be expected of 
them (if they cannot go into the harbour to cannonade) more than to con 
voy, assist in the embarking, landing and covering the troops till ashore in 
the enemy's country, and cruise upon the coast while the season will permit,

1 See Graham, ed., The Walker Expedition to Quebec, 1711. .
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to prevent supplies being sent to the enemy? (In [that] they may be disap 
pointed, let their care and vigilance be ever so great, in a country so subject 
to fogs and thick weather, especially as the navigation is exceedingly 
dangerous, and no anchoring place it seems near the harbour of 
Louisbourg.)

These are considerations worthy of a discreet officer, who should not, but 
upon the best grounds, attempt to put his country to expense, and probably 
himself to shame. When these difficulties, that occur to such an officer, are 
obviated by the sound reasoning of others or by self-conviction, he will then 
go on with that becoming vigour and gallantry that cannot fail to have a 
good effect upon all that serve under his command.

I have often thought that all the colonies under his Majesty's obedience 
should, at a time that we are engaged in an expensive war against two potent 
enemies, add their mite as far as their abilities will allow them, to assist in 
carrying it on to the greatest advantage. It is my opinion they could do 
nothing that would contribute thereto more than by arming some proper 
vessels to guard their own coast and trade. [Such] vessels should be in some 
measure on the foot[ing] of the king's ships, or at least [should] never be 
molested by them. Where the colonies are not in a capacity alone to bear the 
expense of such vessel, two or more of them might join in it, especially 
where they lie contiguous to each other and where such vessel might be 
equally useful to both. This, I believe, the colonies [might] be brought to, if 
strongly recommended by the ministry to their different governors, and by 
them to their legislatures. New England has shown the others a very 
laudable example, by fitting out two or three.

If this could be effected, then his Majesty's ships of force, instead of 
running after a few brigs and sloops which they seldom can take (and such 
have been all the enemy's privateers that have annoyed our trade on the 
continent, ever since the commencement of the French war) might be 
employed in distressing the enemy more effectually than is possible for them 
to do when continually limited to the narrow bounds of one colony. 
[Instead] the ships of force might, if necessary, leave such small ones 
(twenty gun ships or snows as are appointed by the Admiralty) on those 
stations.

Give me leave, sir, to add another affair that may be worthy of your con 
sideration. That is the using of your influence to have sea officers in 
troduced into the governments of our colonies as they become vacant. 
Though this is a French custom, if it be found a good one why should we 
not follow it? That it is, I believe most people allow. From the nature of the 
sea service, by being often stationed at those colonies, surely (if we have the 
least curiosity) we know more of their manners, laws and customs than
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those that are generally sent as governors. As all of them border upon the 
sea, whence all their fears of being attacked at present must arise, it is to be 
therefore hoped a good sea officer of understanding would be the properest 
to defend them against any naval force. Such sea officer would, no doubt, 
be always senior, if not superior in rank as a sea officer, to such captain as 
would be sent abroad for the protection of his government. It would not be 
amiss, nor would I believe a sea captain think it so, if such governor, being a 
sea officer senior to him, should have some influence in advising with him 
upon all occasions where his Majesty's or the service of the colony [were 
concerned, and] should have a seat in the council, next to the president, 
while he remained on such station. The governors have been long complain 
ing and want to have sea officers under their command. I hope that will 
never be the case, especially while they are landsmen. I am sure the king's 
service would suffer greatly by it, and such absurd things would be done by 
them, though in other respects men of good understanding, as would occa 
sion continual complaints, both to the ministry and admiralty.

If my speculations give you the least satisfaction, I have my end in them. 
I am sure, could you be the means of bringing this revolution in our colonies 
to pass, it would add (if that be possible) to that most amiable character 
which all who have known or heard of you do you the justice to 
acknowledge you truly deserving of.

I am greatly pleased to hear it has been proposed with a prospect of suc 
cess, to augment the number of men and weight of metal in all the different 
classes of our ships, to put them upon a par with those of the French. When 
that is the case, there will be no excuse left for ill behaviour. I dare say, upon 
all occasions when no extraordinary or unforeseen accidents shall intervene, 
our ships and people will give a good account of their enemies of equal force 
when and wherever they meet.

I cannot help thinking we have this advantage of them: our officers are 
better seamen than theirs, and I hope as valiant. Our men in general larej 
more robust and stronger, and never were thought to want courage, though 
they have very little virtue of any other kind. I fear I have tired your 
patience, but know you have [the] goodness to excuse it....

64. Admiralty Board to Warren
4 Apr. 1745

By our instructions, dated 19 Feb., which we transmitted to you by his 
Majesty's ships the Princess Mary and Hector, we directed you to take the 
said ships under your command, and to employ yourself on such services as
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are therein directed. We send you herewith a duplicate of the said instruc 
tions.

Upon our receiving intelligence that a squadron of French ships of war 
sailed on 19 Mar. from Brest, with a probability of their being designed for 
Cape Breton (copy of which goes enclosed), we have determined to send 
immediately out to you his Majesty's ships [Sunderland, Princess Mary and 
Chester] in order to enable you to act with vigour against the enemy and to 
carry on such operations against them as shall be for the service and advan 
tage of the nation. You are hereby required and directed to take them under 
your command and to employ them accordingly.

When any further operations against the enemy by land this summer 
shall be over, and nothing remains to be done but the general guard and 
defence of his Majesty's colonies and settlements, and infesting the enemy in 
their shipping at sea (that they shall not have superior strength of ships of 
war in your parts) you are to send the Princess Mary and Hector to protect 
the Newfoundland fishery, according as you are already directed. 1 You are 
to send the Sunderland, Princess Mary and Chester, as soon as possible and 
all together, home to Great Britain with the trade from New England and 
New York, with a liberty (if you do not like the ship you are in) to reserve to 
yourself any one of the three ships to carry your broad pendant in, sending 
home the ship you leave along with the other two, in her [place].

65. Admiralty Board to Warren
8 Apr. 1745

We have appointed you commander in chief of his Majesty's ships and 
vessels on the coast of North America to the northward of Carolina, with 
instructions for your employing the ships under your command against the 
enemy. You are under orders to send his Majesty's ships the Princess Mary 
and Hector at the proper season of the year to Newfoundland, to protect the 
fishery there. We have likewise ordered the Lark to carry out some recruits 
with cannon and other ordnance stores to New Hampshire and Boston in

1 On 19 Feb. 1744/5 the Admiralty Board had ordered both the Princess Mary and Hector 
to secure provisions for 8 months and convoy the trade to North America and 4 to proceed to 
New England or whatever other Port he hears Captain Warren is at, and put himself under 
his command....' On 16 Mar. these decisions were given greater urgency with the certain in 
formation of New England's intention to attack Louisbourg. The Admiralty now ordered 
both Hector and Princess Mary directly to Louisbourg, and ordered Admiral Martin's fleet 
to sea 'to prevent any Reinforcement being sent to the French Colonies in N°. America from 
Brest'. PRO, ADM/3/50, pp. 6, 78-9.
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New England, and afterwards to attend on Newfoundland. We send you 
herewith a copy of the orders given to Capt. Wickham, commander of the 
said ship, for your information.

At this distance of time we cannot well judge what strength the enemy 
may have in your part of the world when the season for protecting the 
fishery of Newfoundland comes on, or how far it may be advisable to 
weaken your squadron to send a detachment of ships thither. You are 
hereby required and directed, before you dispatch away any ships for that 
service, to consider well the situation and strength of the enemy, and if you 
find you can spare the Princess Mary, you are to send her with the Lark 
or some other frigate to join the Wager on that service, with the same 
instructions.

Notwithstanding what is above directed, in case you have certain in 
telligence that the enemy have sent any considerable number of ships of war 
to Newfoundland to annoy the trade of his Majesty's subjects or to make a 
descent on shore, you are then to proceed with your whole force (or as 
much as you think necessary) to Newfoundland. Use your utmost 
endeavour ... to protect so considerable a branch of our trade. Take care, 
at the proper season, to send at least two ships with the trade bound to Por 
tugal and Lisbon, as is mentioned in the abovesaid scheme of instructions.

When any particular designs or operations against the enemy for the 
summer are over, and nothing remains to be done but the general guard and 
defence of his Majesty's colonies and settlements, and of the trade of his 
Majesty's subjects (and that you shall be well assured the enemy has not a 
superior force of ships in those parts) you are then to order the captain of the 
Hector to attend on New England, with proper directions for his govern 
ment on that service. You are yourself at liberty either to attend on New 
York or to come home to England. If you choose the former, you may 
reserve to yourself what ship you think fit out of those in the margin 
[Superbe, Weymouth, Sunderland, Princess Mary, Chester, Launceston\, 
sending home the rest with the trade from New England and New York, 
under the command of the senior captain. Order him to call at Plymouth for 
orders; and, finding none, to proceed to the Downs. Do the same yourself, if 
you make it your option to come home.

His Majesty's ship the Mermaid is under orders to attend on Virginia, 
and is to come home with the trade from that colony. We shall send out 
another ship of 44 guns to attend on that colony in her room. In case any ill 
accident should have happened to the Mermaid, you are to appoint a ship to 
come home with the trade from Virginia, according to such orders as she 
shall find there from us.
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66. Shirley to Warren
Boston, 16 Apr. 1745

SIR, Last night between nine and ten o'clock I received the enclosed letter 
for you from Commodore Knowles by an express from New York. 1 lln 
view of] your directions concerning your public letters, I opened lit] and 
have kept a copy for you.

The arrival of so considerable a land and sea force at Martinique, as Mr. 
Knowles mentions in his letter, seems, I confess, to threaten some sudden 
attempt against his Majesty's neighbouring colonies there. [It] gives me no 
small anxiety for their safety, as I doubt not it will give you. But my sen 
timents concerning the part you should act, sir, for his Majesty's service at 
this conjuncture (which his Majesty's royal pleasure, signified to me by the 
Duke of Newcastle, makes it my duty to offer to you) differ from Mr. 
Knowles', who I observe has given you his opinion upon this occasion. It 
appears to me that, whatever the enemy's designs in sending this armament 
may be, if they have anything in view besides strengthening their own 
colonies and protecting their trade (which as I observed before it is not un 
likely they may) will in all probability be executed, if they succeed in their 
attempts, before any succour that you can send could possibly arrive at An 
tigua. Besides the enemy's naval force is so strong that what could be sent 
from hence to oppose it would avail very little, either for the protection of 
the exposed colonies, or the regaining of any of [th]em. As Mr. Knowles has 
sent two expresses to the Duke of Newcastle and the lords of the Admiralty, 
apprising [th]em of the dangerous situation of Antigua and the neighbour 
ing islands, and of your departure with the Superbe, Launceston and Mer 
maid for the protection of the northern colonies and his Majesty's general 
service, it seems to me not to be doubted but that the Leeward Islands will 
be properly supported from England with as much speed as is possible, 
without the least expectation that you should quit the service upon which 
you are expressly ordered. [This is] especially [so] if you must thereby give 
up advantages over the enemy for the reduction of Cape Breton, which, if 
now lost, may be never gained over [th]em again. [This would] very 
probably expose Nova Scotia to the utmost danger of being lost to the 
enemy, and the fishery to be utterly ruined, for the special purpose of 
protecting both and also to attack the enemy's settlements in these parts, 
you are expressly ordered hither by his Majesty.

I would further observe, sir, that, even setting aside the consideration of 
your orders, yet to abandon the service you are now upon (which is of ex 
ceeding importance to his Majesty and the interest of Great Britain as well

1 Not located.
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as to that of the northern colonies, and to which the strength you have with 
you seems proportioned) in order to go upon another service, in which the 
risk of losing his Majesty's ships under your command will far exceed the 
chance you will have of success in it, unless the colonies in danger should be 
supported by an immediate reinforcement from home, in which case there 
will be no occasion for your assistance, would not be agreeable to your 
usual penetration and good conduct.

Should his Majesty suffer any loss in his Leeward Islands from the 
French armament mentioned in Mr. Knowles' letter, you are now I hope in 
a fair way of balancing accounts with the enemy. At all events the arrival of 
some ships from England to your assistance, which may probably be ex 
pected by the middle of May, in case my first letters 1 to the Duke of New 
castle upon the subject of the expedition did not miscarry, and his Majesty 
will be pleased to support it, will put that matter out of question, if you keep 
your station before Louisbourg till that time....

1 On 14 Jan. and 1 Feb. 1744/5, PRO, CO/5/900, fol. 152-5, 157-62. Both were received 
on 16 Mar.
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APRIL-JUNE 1745

67. Pepperrell to Warren
Canso, 24 Apr. 1745

SIR, I have advice by the Connecticut convoy and transports who just 
arrived in this harbour, that yesterday morning they discovered a ship 
[Renommee (32 guns)] off Pope's harbour. 1 She stood in for land till 
meeting the guard sloop from Rhode Island [Tartar] who was standing off 
from the land. The ship tacked after her and immediately fired several guns 
at her, upon which the sloop made the best of her way by the wind off to the 
southward. The last they saw of her, the ship kept her chase. She is 
doubtless, by the description I have of her, the French ship which our 
cruisers met with on this coast some days since.

As the sloop is a good sailor and not arrived here yet, I am under some 
concern for her, and upon the whole have concluded to remove into another 
vessel, so that Capt. Rous may be in readiness immediately to go in search 
of her. In as much as I think it not prudent to leave the fleet here unguarded, 
I have dispatched the bearer to desire you to order one of the Rhode Island 
cruisers into this port for the safeguard of our fleet in their passage to Cape 
Breton. If you think proper would you detach one of your squadron to be 
joined by Capt. Rous to cruise to the westward? If you do not incline to 
send me one of your squadron, I desire you please to order Capt. Smethurst 
to join Rous for that purpose.

68. Warren to Thomas Thompson
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 24 Apr. 1745

I intend to lay off the harbour of Louisbourg as near as I can and to be 
close in always by daylight. If the wind is easterly a little to the eastward, 
and if westerly a little to the westward of it. I shall make as few signals as 
possible with guns in the night.

69. Pepperrell to Warren
Canso, 27 Apr. 1745

SIR, I received your favour of the 25th instant yesterday,2 land] am much 
obliged for your care in ordering up one of your ships and the Prince of

1 Earlier she had failed to reach Louisbourg due to ice and fog; while after this incident 
contrary winds drove her back to Brest in June.

2 Printed in Louis Effingham De Forest, ed., Louisbourg Journals 1745 (New York: 
1932), pp. 185-7.
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Orange snow for the proposed cruise. The Rhode Island sloop, which I 
informed you of, narrowly escaped the enemy and arrived here the 25th in 
stant, and confirms me in the opinion of its being the French ship which she 
met with. As the winds and weather rendered it uncertain when any of your 
squadron might reach this port, and expecting the ship was gone westward 
and might probably intercept our provisions, I ordered out Capt. Rous and 
the Rhode Island sloop yesterday morning to cruise westward in search of 
her. Both [of them] being exceedingly good sailors, [I] am in great hopes 
they will meet with and give a good account of her.

I am entirely of opinion that it will be best to keep as many of the ships 
cruising together off Louisbourg at present as may be. I shall acquaint 
Capt. Douglass of the departure of Rous and the sloop, that he may, upon 
his appearing off the harbour, return immediately to you, and shall order 
the Prince of Orange to do the same, and the brigantine, when in a capacity; 
also the Rhode Island snow, as soon as she has convoyed the fleet to 
Gabarus Bay.

I hope you will be able to intercept all supplies from going into 
Louisbourg. [I] am pleased that you have taken some of their small vessels 
which, though in themselves of little consequence, may prove a great disad 
vantage to the enemy by depriving them thereby of an opportunity of trans 
porting men or stores for their relief. There are no other than two small 
vessels now at Louisbourg.

Upon the desire you express to be accommodated with a sailing schooner, 
I have engaged Joseph Giddings, master of the Lusetania, for that purpose; 
[she] will be sent to you as soon as she has landed our stores at Gabarus 
Bay. The terms she has been upon in the service of the government are at 
20s old tenor per month for each ton and the vessel insured; the men at £8 
currency per month, the mate £10 and the master £12. He desires your 
terms with him may be adjusted by yourselves.

I am sorry it is not in my power to supply you with the clothing wanted 
for the comfort of your men, the province not having provided any spare 
stores of that kind. Capt. Rous being gone before I received your letter, I do 
not expect an opportunity to inform him of your desire before you may see 
him. I shall order inquiry to be made throughout the fleet for clothing of 
every kind, and what may be found that can possibly be spared shall be sent 
to you by a brigantine which I have ordered out with provisions, wood and 
water for our cruisers.

P.S. (28 Apr.) Since the above, I have determined to keep the Prince of 
Orange to assist in convoying the fleet down to Cape Breton.
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70. Warren to Squadron 1
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 29 Apr. 1745

Several ships may be daily expected from France to Louisbourg, and 
there may come a number of them in company. If that at any time should 
be the case, upon seeing us they [may] separate in hopes of getting clear of 
us, and some of them [may] push for the harbour of Louisbourg.

You are therefore hereby required and directed (as the great end of our 
cruising here is to prevent the introduction of provisions or succours of any 
kind into that garrison, for the more easy reduction of it by our troops) 
when any number of ships shall happen to come together and separate, as 
above, to use your utmost endeavours to cut off their communication with 
the harbour, as the point of greatest consequence, and after that with any 
other part of the island. If any of them should escape you and run ashore at 
any distance from the garrison, where there is a possibility of coming at them, 
you are (if [they are] not easily got off) to burn or otherwise destroy them, 
that the enemy may not save the provisions or stores that may be in them.

That you may be readier to do this, you are to cause some barrels of 
combustable stuff to be made and always sent by the officers that com 
mand the [vessel's boats] upon that service. Assure them and the men that 
shall distinguish themselves by their courage and prudence (whether belong 
ing to the king's ships or the private vessels) shall be rewarded.

Some of the squadron, both of his Majesty's ships and the private ships 
and vessels of war, sail better than others. Those that do sail best should not 
lose time, upon the taking of a prize, by taking possession, but should leave 
her to the care of the heaviest sailing vessels, if any near. If not, [she] should 
only drop a boat on board with orders to the officer to cut their rigging, 
lower their lower yards, and disable them from being carried away by the 
enemy till some of the squadron shall have time to secure them. The ship or 
vessel to whom they struck should continue in pursuit of others.

I assure the officers and men belonging to the king's ships and the private 
ships of war, my endeavours shall be to see the strictest justice (in the divi 
sion of what captures we may make together) done to your officers and 
company, not to suffer any plunder, but let all be put in the common stock in 
order to a just distribution among all the captors.

If we should meet any squadron of the enemy's that may happen to be of 
equal or superior force to those of his Majesty's ships; in that case the 
private ships of war are to assist his Majesty's to the utmost of their power, 
especially those in our line of battle. The other vessels that are mentioned in 
it as frigates out of the line are to do the same, if they see us distressed by 
the enemy.

1 Such an order, to a joint squadron composed both of provincial and naval vessels, was 
most unusual. It was a form which Warren employed throughout the siege.
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It is probable there may be some deserters from his Majesty's ships, both 
in the private ships of war and among the troops, upon this expedition, that 
may be under an apprehension of being taken up by his Majesty's officers. I 
therefore, for their encouragement to behave well upon this expedition, do 
assure them that none of them shall be molested or touched. On the con 
trary, if any of them that happen to be under these circumstances shall 
distinguish themselves and make it known to me, I will use my utmost 
endeavours to have their 'R' 1 taken off in any ships they may have left, 
in order to their recovering their wages, llj will, if they desire it, promote 
them to such offices in his Majesty's ships as they are capable of executing.

I do further assure every person that is now or shall hereafter be 
employed in any shape in the present expedition, that they shall not be im 
pressed by me, nor any of his Majesty's ships under my command.

As our king and country's honour and safety, and particularly that of our 
colonies, does greatly depend upon the success of this expedition, I earnestly 
recommend it to all the brave officers and men engaged in it to behave 
themselves with that courage and resolution for which our forefathers have 
ever been famous, and which they have left us that part of our 
inheritance to be most valued. If we exert ourselves upon the present 
occasion, we cannot, with the assistance of God, fail of success and of retur 
ning, with the greatest honour and considerable wealth, to the stretched out 
and open arms of our country and friends, who will look upon and reward 
us as the supporters of their civil and religious rights and properties.

71. Warren to Squadron
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 29 Apr. 1745

I think it will favour the general's landing with the troops to make a feint 
with the squadron, as if we intended to go into the harbour of Louisbourg. 
You are therefore, when I make the signal for the line of battle ahead, to 
form into one with all the expedition you can. When I hoist a red flag on the 
flagstaff at my fore topgallant masthead and fire a gun, whoever is to lead 
upon the tack we shall then happen to be, is to make an easy sail, as I do, 
and steer in for the harbour of Louisbourg, and the rest are to follow in 
exact order, at about two cables' length distance from each other. When the 
ship that leads is within gunshot and a half from the island battery, she is to 
tack and stand off till I bear to, and every ship is to tack in the wake of her 
leader, that we may keep a regular line in standing off.

1 'R' stood for 'Run', the notation made in a ship's muster book against the names of 
seamen who had deserted.
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72. Warren to Thompson
[Superbe, off Louisbourg, 30 Apr. 1745]

SIR, I have sent my barge and yawl to help tow you after the chase, 1 who is 
certainly an enemy. You will follow the Launceston, and if she gets into any 
bay you will do your endeavour with her assistance to burn her, if not to be 
got off. If there should come any wind and the boats should be troublesome, 
you may drop them on board of me or any ship that is near you.

73. Bakers to Warren
London, 30 Apr. 1745

SIR, ... We are all in great expectancy of the success at Cape Breton the 
chief part of which expedition we understand to be under your command. It 
is a popular attempt and will be attended with great applause, if it succeeds, 
and consequently add fresh lustre to your present character. If it should not, 
we do not think the ill success will be at all imputable to you, because people 
in general have a notion of the great strength of the place to the seaward. 

As to the Board of Admiralty, that has been filled up with Mr. Legge in 
stead of Lord Baltimore. Now the inquiry is at an end in the House of Com 
mons, who have addressed the king to call a court martial on Mathews, 
Lestock, seven captains and four lieutenants, all by name, for misbehaviour 
up the Straits on the late action. Mathews, though a member of the House, 
could get no more than 70 odd votes (against three times as many) of his 
side. He only desired to have his name left out of the address, [and] at the 
same time would appear desirous of being tried. But so apparent was his 
misconduct to the House that they would hear of no palliative, though Mr. 
Pelham and some of the heads of the ministry voted in his favour. So a 
court martial is to be held, and, to prevent the abuses which have of late 
attended those courts, an Act of Parliament is passed to put them under new 
regulations. Last week the Board of Admiralty declared a new set of ad 
mirals, in which Mathews and Vernon keep their rank, Lestock remains 
under the suspension which Mathews put upon him in the Mediterranean, 
the Lord Granard is left out, the rest advanced according to rank, and three 
new ones made, viz Lord Vere Beauclerk, Mr. Anson, and Mr. Perry 
Mayne. Had the Board of Admiralty continued under the presidency of Lord 
Winchilsea, two of these—nay, all three—would most certainly never be

1 The Marie de Grace from Brest with 60,000 Ibs. of bread, 70 barrels of flour, 70 firkins 
of butter, salt, linen, 17 hogsheads of wine & brandy, 10 tons of pork, 27 men, 14 guns, 160 
tons; master: La Perrelle du Gauran, taken by the Molineux.
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ranked as admirals, but so it is. We think now it is impossible for any Board 
to make another admiral without doing you injustice. It is generally thought 
that Mr. Anson is the principal advisor of the Duke of Bedford. We know 
you had a personal intimacy with him formerly, and doubt not you have 
continued your acquaintance. If you think it expedient, pray give us an op 
portunity of introducing ourselves to him in your behalf. It is impossible but 
that there must soon be a new promotion, for even on the supposition that 
Mathews should [not] be censured, there are others that must be, and that 
soon, too....

We are now at the 3 May, and this letter not being sent away we have the 
opportunity to acknowledge the receipt of your letter from Antigua of 27 
Jan., and at the same time one without date, perhaps from Barbados... .* 
We take notice of the intended present you were to have from the gentlemen 
of the island of Barbados; when we receive any directions from them, we 
will have regard to your orders as to the shape of investing it. The man of 
war sloop (we think she was) that was dispatched from that island in all 
probability is either foundered or fallen into the enemy's hands, for she was 
spoken with five weeks ago and is not heard of since, though we have had 
fair wind.

We find you were still pursuing your duty and consequently receiving 
honour and annoying the enemy. We should have rejoiced with you, had 
you the sharing of the plunder of the Spanish man of war; yet we find you 
were not without success in taking ships as well as privateers, by which 
some profits arise to you.

As to our applications on your behalf, what we have from time to time 
written you will be a detail of the steps we have taken. You will thereby find 
our first view has been to secure the flag as a mark of honour and as a 
means of power to you, and next to assure to you the government as a 
retirement when the war is over. We think you need not, with the present ad 
ministration, fear missing either the one or the other. The compliments you 
'are pleased to make us we shall pass over, and only thank you for your 
good offices, and return you assurances of every service in our power.

The House of Commons have had under consideration the proceedings 
of a court martial held by Mr. Rowley on Capt. Richard Norris for his 
behaviour in the engagement under Mathews. It seems the court thought 
that [the] new Admiralty would be put under the direction of Sir John 
Norris, so did not choose to have his son convicted of cowardice, &c. In the 
first place, therefore, they refused to admit some persons as evidences who 
tendered themselves for that purpose but under the declaration that they

1 Neither located.



APRIL-JUNE 1745 89

thought they would be partial witnesses. After a great number of days' 
sitting of the court, the guilt appeared so plain [that] they could not acquit 
Capt. Norris. An objection was started as to the regularity of their 
proceedings, and the court martial adjourned without coming to any deter 
mination, and then transmitted the minutes home. These were laid before 
the House of Commons, who have voted the proceedings of that court mar 
tial to have been partial, arbitrary and illegal. In consequence the command 
is to be taken from Rowley, and a great number more of captains to be 
suspended.

Vernon and Medley, it is said, are to take up the command in the Straits. 
Davers also is to be recalled from Jamaica, having misbehaved not only in 
going out (for he sailed away from his convoy and left them to be taken by 
privateers even in the Channel) [but in] idling away his time at the Leeward 
Islands. [This] has greatly prejudiced the service. Thus you see more room 
still. We hope they will fill these vacancies with merit; and then you will 
have your rank soon.

74. Warren to Fones
Superbe, Gabarus Bay, 11 May 1745

You are hereby required and directed, pursuant to the orders you have 
received from Gov. Shirley or the governor of the colony to which you 
belong, to put yourself under my command, and follow all such orders as 
you shall from time to time receive from me, or, in my absence, from Lieut. 
Gen. Pepperrell, for his Majesty's service and for that of the present expedi 
tion against Louisbourg.

75. Warren to Fones
Superbe, Gabarus Bay, 11 May 1745

You are hereby required and directed to proceed immediately and cruise 
between the harbour of Louisbourg and the Point of Scatari to the eastward 
of it, for any of his Majesty's ships or the colony cruisers. Upon meeting all 
or any of them, you are to tell them that it is my direction that they join me 
as soon as possible in Gabarus Bay. You are to continue five or six days on 
this service, unless you shall sooner meet with all the cruisers to the 
eastwards. [They] are as follows, viz: Mermaid, Molineux and Prince of 
Orange, cruising off Louisbourg; Eltham, Massachusetts, Fame, Defence 
gone to a harbour twelve or thirteen leagues to the eastward of Louisbourg
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to take two French ships that I had intelligence were put in there. Then you 
are to return to this bay for further orders. For so doing this shall be your 
warrant.

76. Warren to Shirley
Superbe, Gabarus Bay, 12 May 1745

SIR, ... The general, to whom I refer you, will acquaint you with what 
success we have hitherto had.

First, no vessel has got in this year but a ship of 14 guns laden with wine 
and brandy. Capt. Tyng engaged her not above six hours after losing sight 
of me in a fog, in which I could not see him nor even hear his guns. She es 
caped him by favour of the fog and night. A few days after, we took a ship 
laden with 60,000 [Ibs.] of bread and other provisions, which is a much 
greater disappointment to the enemy than the other would have been, had 
she fallen into our hands.

I am surprised we meet no more of the enemy's ships. I apprehend they 
sent out sloops, upon our first coming, to meet their ships when they make 
the first land. They bend their course another way, perhaps to Canada, as 
that river is, I presume, open, though it snowed here yesterday.

The enemy abandoned the grand battery and spiked up their guns, but 
our troops, who are now in possession of it, have cleared most of them. 
[There are] in all, I think, 24 serviceable [guns], which play upon the town 
and island batteries but [are] not within point blank shot of either.

I have been for four days with the general in the camp, and several coun 
cils of war were held; I had the honour to be present at some of them. It was 
once agreed to attempt to storm the town before making any breach, which 
I must own I was greatly for and believed it would do. 1 But upon a great 
number of the men and officers showing a great dislike to that plan, it was 
dropped for that of the island battery, which pleased them very well. Indeed 
the weather proved such that neither of those schemes could be executed the 
night proposed.

I had upward of 200 men to assist this scheme and went ashore to en 
courage its being put in execution.

The general will, no doubt, send you the plan agreed to yesterday, which 
reduces the operation to that of a blockade. It will be effectually so both by 
land and sea, if it is carried into execution. Nothing that we may miss in 
cruising will be able to get into the harbour, not even shallops in the night, if

1 This was Warren's plan agreed to by his captains and sent to Pepperrell 4 May. For text 
see De Forest, ed., Louisbourg Journals 1745, pp. 190-4.
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they keep guard boats. If they do not think fit to storm till a breach can be 
made, they will have time enough to do it, if you supply them with men and 
provisions (for both which, I believe, they now write.) [I] hope you will not 
disappoint them in either when there is so great a prospect of success.

I have sent for the Newfoundland ships of war, and if they are arrived 
there I expect they will soon be with me, which will be a considerable 
addition to our forces. I think it is not improbable but we may ere long be 
reinforced from England, both with ships and troops.

I have now written circular letters, 1 which you will please to forward to 
the southern governors as far as Virginia inclusive, acquainting them of our 
having blockaded Louisbourg, in hopes of prevailing with them to send 
some assistance towards the reduction of so valuable an acquisition, and not 
let the whole expense fall upon you when they must all share the good effect 
it will have (though not in proportion with your government.) I hope this 
will, with your application added, have some weight with them.

We find Gabarus Bay a very fine one, nay, a good harbour rather, with 
water and wood enough.

As I have now tired your patience, I will only add that you may be well 
assured I have the success of this expedition so much at heart that nothing 
shall break that harmony that now subsists between me and the general and 
troops, and which is under God the best means of succeeding in such 
enterprises as we are now upon. I shall be happy if we succeed, and it will 
add greatly to my happiness to know I make you so.

Our boats pass in front of Louisbourg harbour in the night without any 
interruption from the island or any other batteries of the enemy. I believe 
they are in great distress for provisions. We have not yet had one deserter 
from thence, which is so uncommon that I really believe they have confined 
all that they suspect.

77. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 13 May 1745

SIR, In answer to yours,2 this moment received by Girdler, have nothing to 
write to Annapolis more than your letter will doubtless inform of. [Ij am 
much obliged to you for your thought of favouring us with your company 
on shore. I cannot presume to advise in regard to your squadron. As to our 
cruisers, [I] am extremely pleased with their being under your direction.

1 For the text of these letters see, for example, the one sent Clinton in New York, 12 May 
1745, in Charles Z. Lincoln, ed., State of New York Messages from the Governors .. .from 
the Organization of the First Colonial Assembly in 1683 ... (Albany: 1909), Vol. I, 
pp. 351-2.

2 Dated 13 May 1745, for text see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th 
series, Vol. X, pp. 168-9.
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[I] think it may be of good consequence for some of them to visit the 
mouth of the St. Lawrence river, but when and who you will be pleased to 
determine. I shall order the shallops that are to come out of the harbour to 
bring you off fish. As to what you mention of his excellency's instructions 
relating to my sending a dispatch to the Duke of Newcastle; they were that I 
should inform his grace if likely to succeed. When [IJ have the pleasure of 
seeing you [I] will determine that point. Am much obliged to you for the 
gunners sent on shore and the arms; if any belonging to your men can be 
found, [I] shall take care to send them off. [I] am just informed of a large 
snow's being just got into the harbour of Louisbourg, deeply laden, which 
hinders one from longer detaining this messenger from you.

78. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, Gabarus Bay, 13 May 1745

SIR, I have received yours, and am extremely sorry to hear a snow is got in, 
when there are now out two men of war and eight colony cruisers, most of 
them to the eastward. As Mr. Noble says many more may get in, I should 
have gone to sea before I received yours if it had been possible. I always 
thought the grand battery could have prevented a snow from getting in. I 
advised an English flag on the lighthouse, and am sure it would have a good 
effect, for, as I have often told you, if all the cruisers in Britain were here, 
vessels may escape them. I shall sail the moment I can with the Launceston, 
who has fitted her main yard that was broken.

79. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 13 May 1745

SIR, I am now ordering all the stores out of the 14 transports belonging to 
Massachusetts and [the] four belonging to New Hampshire, in order to send 
them for more recruits. As his excellency Gov. Shirley has desired that 
Capt. Smethurst in the Prince of Orange should be sent to New England, HJ 
hope you will be pleased to give him orders to take the transports under his 
convoy, and the vessels at Canso bound to Boston. I Iwrote] yesterday that 
if you could spare Mr. Taine and three or four other gentlemen acquainted 
with the management of cannon and mortars, it would be of infinite service 
to the expedition.
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80. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, Gabarus Bay, 14 May 1745

SIR, I should have sailed last night with the Launceston, but the wind blew 
so hard it was impossible. I have lost one of my anchors today, and shall 
sail tomorrow at daylight. If Smethurst or any of the colony cruisers should 
arrive while I am off the harbour of Louisbourg, you will please to dispose 
of them as you think proper, or send them to me there, or any intelligence 
you may have to communicate to me. If Capt. Gay ton should arrive in my 
absence without the victualling and store ships from Canso, you will please 
to tell him it is my direction that he join me off Louisbourg harbour, from 
whence I will send one of the colony cruisers there to convoy them hither. I 
shall be mighty glad to hear often from you. My compliments to all the 
gentlemen ashore.

81. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 15 May 1745

SIR, I have received yours of the 13th and 14th instant. [Ij am pleased with 
the information you give, relating to Ingonish and St. Ann's. 1 The destroy 
ing of such considerable settlements, &c., must needs distress the enemy. I 
shall carefully observe your directions relating to Capt. Gayton and the 
cruisers. [I] expect soon to have two batteries completed to play on the 
town; viz, one of six 22 pounders, where the mortars are placed, and one 
within 200 yards of the west gate, with four 42 pounders and two 18 
pounders, on which [I] have great dependence. We have been so unhappy as 
to have two of our 22 pounders burst, by which accident several men were 
wounded, among which was William Porter, one of the gunners you were so 
kind as to lend us the assistance of, which gives me the utmost concern. He 
is likely to recover, but has lost one of his legs. The others are well and will 
be of the greatest service.

[I] have ordered a flag to be hoisted at the lighthouse, and design 
tomorrow (or as soon as we can complete the batteries now in hand) to send 
Col. Bradstreet with a sufficient number of men to throw up the battery 
proposed in the northeast harbour, in which to plant the train of artillery on 
board [John] Bosch.

There was an attempt made from the grand battery the night before last

1 For text of the 13 May 1745 letter from Warren, which refers to the destruction by the 
Tartar's crew of 80 houses at Ingonish and 20 at St. Ann's together with 40 shallops, see 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, p. 166.
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to burn the snow that got into the harbour two days since which con 
siderably alarmed the town, but had not the desired success. The enemy 
fired so warmly on the grand battery, both from the town and island 
batteries, to favour the entry of said snow, that they beat our men (being but 
raw and unused to such business) from their guns. One was killed and 
several wounded.

[I] shall take all opportunities to inform you of everything material, and 
shall with the utmost pleasure wait on you on shore whenever it suits your 
convenience.

82. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 16 May 1745

SIR, Yours of yesterday 1 I received by White. [I] hope you will soon have 
the pleasure of being joined by the ships of war expected from New 
foundland, which will add spirit to the whole army. [I] have sent a list of 
what your men lost on shore to the grand battery, where they must chiefly 
be. [I] have given orders that diligent search be made for them there and in 
the camp, and whatever of them can be found shall be taken care of.

Yesterday we gave the enemy about 100 shot from the fascine battery, 
which had good success, having shattered the wall in several places. HJ hope 
this day by plying them briskly we shall make further good progress. Last 
night we began to remove the cannon from the grand battery in order to 
play on the west gate. [I] expect to have the battery there completed tonight, 
with which [I] hope we shall do good execution. [I] hope the ship that has 
joined you is Capt. Gayton, and that he has the provision vessels under his 
convoy. By the bearer [I] have sent you some paper.

83. Admiralty Board to Warren
18 May 1745

We have received certain information that the Marquis de Caylus is 
arrived at Martinique with seven French ships of war, almost all of them 
large ships (which is a superior force to his Majesty's squadron now in those 
parts). [This] may expose the Leeward Islands to danger of an invasion, 
besides intercepting the trade of his Majesty's subjects. In consideration of 
[this] we are sending his Majesty's ships the Duke and Lennox to strengthen

1 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 171-2.
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Commodore Lee, who commands in chief his Majesty's ships at Barbados 
and the Leeward Islands.

We have received later advice that a French squadron of six men of war 
sailed from Brest on 20 March under the command of M. Des Herbiers de 
1'Etanduere and was supposed to be bound for Cape Breton, but having 
been pursued many days at sea by Vice Adm. Martin and his squadron 
without being able to overtake them, and from the account of a Hamburg 
ship which met them, it is become doubtful whether they may not be bound 
to some of the French islands in the West Indies. You may certainly con 
clude they are gone hither if you do not hear of them in your seas before 
this packet comes to you. We send you herewith copies of all the advices 
we have received on that subject for your information.

The preservation of his Majesty's Leeward Islands is of the greatest con 
sequence, and all endeavours should be used to maintain a superiority at sea 
in those parts for the security and protection of the said islands, as well as 
for distressing the enemy in their settlements and colonies neighbouring 
thereto. We do therefore hereby require and direct you (in case the designed 
expedition against the French settlements at Cape Breton or elsewhere shall 
have been attended with success, and it shall not be judged expedient to pur 
sue any further conquests in consequence of that success) to use your best 
endeavours in conjunction with Gov. Shirley or the commander in chief of 
the forces employed therein, for putting the conquered places in as good a 
state of defence as possible, to enable them to resist any attempt from the 
enemy to reconquer them, and for their being well supplied with all 
necessaries for that purpose. Appoint such ships of war to be stationed 
there for the service of the garrison and to intercept the enemy's shipping 
and protect our trade and fishery, as you shall judge proper.

If any designed expedition against Cape Breton or elsewhere has been 
either laid aside or not attended with success, you are then to consult and 
advise with the government of New England for the safety of Nova Scotia, 
restoring the garrison of Canso, if it shall be thought proper. Also provide 
the garrison of Annapolis Royal with sufficient supplies of men, provisions, 
guns and military stores, augmenting its fortifications, if thought necessary, 
and whatever else shall be proper to be done, to enable the place to resist 
any attempts from the enemy. You are to station such ships there for the 
service of the said garrison and for cruising against the enemy as you shall 
think fit.

When you have provided for the aforesaid services, and if the enemy 
shall have no strength of shipping in North America sufficient to disturb his 
Majesty's settlements or the trade or fishery of his Majesty's subjects in 
your absence, you are to leave proper guard ships to attend on the colonies
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of New England, New York and Virginia, and either to send the rest of the 
ships or to repair with them yourself to Barbados and the Leeward Islands. 
In the latter case, we have appointed you commander in chief of his 
Majesty's ships and vessels employed at Barbados and the Leeward Islands, 
and the seas adjacent. You are accordingly to take upon you the command 
of all his Majesty's ships there, and to employ them either separately or 
together, as you shall think proper for annoying the enemy's trade, ships 
and settlements, and for the protection and defence of his Majesty's islands 
and the security of free navigation of the trade of his Majesty's subjects to 
and from those islands.

If you do not judge it necessary or expedient to proceed yourself to the 
Leeward Islands, you are to send the said ships under the command of the 
senior captain. Direct him to repair first to Barbados, and to inform himself 
from Sir Thomas Robinson, his Majesty's governor of that island, of the 
state and condition of the enemy in those parts, and where Fitzroy Henry 
Lee, who commands his Majesty's ships at Barbados and the Leeward 
Islands, may be. [He is then] to proceed to join him, either according to 
such orders as may be left at Barbados for him, or [as] shall be judged pru 
dent with respect to the safety of the ships under his command.

You are to remain yourself with the ship wearing your broad pendant, to 
attend on the colony of New York, and to command his Majesty's ships 
employed to the northward of Carolina, to protect his Majesty's colonies 
and the trade and fishery of his Majesty's subjects, and to repel any 
attempts of the enemy in those parts.

84. Warren to Squadron
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 18 May 1745

When I think the weather favourable for the attack on the island battery, 
and can have the ships' boats ready to go in after dark, I will hoist a Dutch 
flag at the fore topgallant masthead sometime in the preceding day. If they 
would have the boats join them at the grand battery in order to make the at 
tack the same night, I would have them show a blue ensign at the lighthouse. 
If they would have our boats lie under the lighthouse point to be joined by 
them, I would have them show a red ensign upon a pole where it can best be 
seen, near the lighthouse. In that case I will order the boats in two or three at 
a time to make as little noise as possible. That they that make the signals on 
shore may know I see and understand them when they make a signal with a 
blue flag, I will hoist a blue one at my main topgallant masthead. If they do 
it with a red one, I will hoist a red one there. If they make a signal with a
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white flag, I will hoist a white one. If they succeed in the attack, they will 
make two fires at a little distance east and west from each other near the 
lighthouse, and I will be sure to close in with them the morning following in 
order to supply them with any necessaries they may want. [I] will order two 
schooners and a small cruiser or two to lie as near in as possible the night 
the attack is made.

85. Warren to Thompson
[Superbe off Louisbourg,] 19 May 1745

You are to take wood and water out of any of the schooners and tran 
sports in [Gabarus] Bay, and make the utmost dispatch you can to me off 
the harbour of Louisbourg. 1

86. Warren to [Pepperrell] 2
Superbe, off Louisbourg [21 May 1745J

SIR, we are of the opinion that reducing the circular battery and taking the 
island battery will facilitate greatly the entry of our naval force to attack the 
town of Louisbourg, especially taking the island battery. We hope the 
Vigilant3 will be in a condition to go on service in a few days, probably as 
soon as the forces can reduce the circular battery or take the island one. We 
are at a loss to know how to man her, because we conceive that manning 
her out of our ships or cruisers (who we think should all be well-manned 
upon an attack) permits of no retreat and will be little more than being upon 
the foot we were before we took her. We are against manning her out of any 
of the cruisers that are to go in when we do against the town. As to the 
troops to be landed at the town from the grand battery under the fire of our 
cannon, we think it to be absolutely impossible. Therefore they ought to be 
on board the ships, to be landed when the commodore shall think proper 
(who we imagine must be the best judge when it will be proper.)

The marines under the command of Col. Macdonald, shall land with a 
sufficient number of seamen to sustain him at the same time from the ships.

1 Similar order sent the same day to Capt. Fones in the Tartar. New York Public Library, 
Great Britain, Prize Appeal, KC p.v.20, fol. 66v.

2 Undated memo, probably to Pepperrell, should be compared with Warren's plan of 16 
May, sent to Pepperrell, in Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, 
pp. 175-8. See also Warren's orders to his squadron, 18 May 1745, ibid., pp. 182-4.

3 Taken on the night of 20-21 May; a 64-gun vessel, newly-launched, fully-armed and 
with a complement of 520 men.
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If they will let us have their whaleboats with such volunteers as will offer 
their service to attack the island battery, we will join them with our boats. 
Their whaleboats and men must be on board our ships from whence they 
shall proceed under the command of a sea officer and any land ones the 
general shall think fit to send.

We think if, upon our going in with our ships, they cannot spare the 100 
men proposed in our plan, they must be in a bad situation if, with near 3,000 
men which we apprehend they [have] they can be apprehensive of any at 
tack from the Indians.

87. Pepper re II to Warren
Camp, 21 May 1745

SIR, I have judged it necessary for his Majesty's service to dispatch the 
schooner Sally, Joseph Smith master, to Boston, if you approve of it, in 
order to hasten a further supply of powder which [I] fear we shall soon be in 
want of. [I] have ordered him to wait on you for approbation and com 
mands. My last to you was yesterday evening. 1 [I wish] you the greatest 
success.

88. Warren to Rons, Thompson and John Griffith
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 23 May 1745

The general [has] informed me2 that he intends to attack the island 
battery tonight with all the whaleboats, and desires the assistance of the 
boats of the squadron. You are therefore hereby required and directed to 
send your barge and pinnace, manned and armed, on board the Superbe by 
4 o'clock this evening without fail, where they shall receive directions for 
their further proceedings. Besides the usual arms, every man is to carry a 
hand grenade and length of lighted match.

89. Admiralty Board to Secretaries of State
27 May 1745

Mr Stone has transmitted to us, by your excellencies' order, three 
addresses from the respective governments of Antigua, St. Christopher's

1 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, p. 189.
2 Pepperrell's letter with the accompanying plan have not survived. For further reference 

to it see Warren to Pepperrell, 23 May 1745, Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 
6th series, Vol. X, p. 189.
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and Montserrat, 1 together with an extract of a letter from Gov. Mathew, 
dated 23 Mar., and copies of two letters from Capt. Knowles. All contain in 
them complaints against Mr. Warren, for having taken away the Superbe 
from the defence of the Leeward Islands, and also solicitations for a rein 
forcement of ships at the present critical conjuncture.

It being your excellencies' direction that we should consider and report 
our opinions upon the said papers; we beg leave to lay before your excellen 
cies the following state[ment] of that transaction, both as it relates to the 
conduct of Mr. Warren, as well as to the measures we have taken for the 
defence of the Leeward Islands.

After the attempt (and in some degree the success) of the French last year 
against his Majesty's colonies in North America, there was great reason to 
apprehend they would renew their attack early this spring upon Annapolis 
Royal. [This,] if attended with success, would immediately draw after it the 
subjection of the whole province of Nova Scotia, and in its remoter conse 
quences might greatly endanger the rest of his Majesty's colonies in North 
America. No endeavour was to be omitted by the Admiralty for preventing 
so great an impending evil. That which seemed most advisable was to 
preserve a superiority of naval strength in those seas, sufficient not only to 
protect our own trade and settlements, but likewise to annoy those of the 
enemy in such a manner as would in the event produce the most effectual 
security to ourselves.

Instructions were sent to Commodore Warren at Antigua by the Hind 
sloop, directing him to repair with the Weymouth of 60 guns, and such 40 
gun ships as he had before brought with him from North America, to 
Boston, and endeavour if possible to arrive there as soon as those seas 
should be open. By the same conveyance directions were likewise sent from 
his Majesty to the governors of the northern colonies to cooperate with Mr. 
Warren in the execution of his instructions.

Before the arrival of these instructions, Mr. Warren had received a plan 
from Gov. Shirley for attacking Louisbourg, attended with a request of 
shipping from the Leeward Islands to [assist] in it, under the command of 
Mr. Warren. As the unfortunate loss of the Weymouth had made a con 
siderable diminution in the naval force at Antigua, Mr. Warren would not 
take it upon him to proportion the assistance that might properly be spared 
from the Leeward Islands without the advice and concurrence of all the cap 
tains in his squadron, to whom he communicated Gov. Shirley's proposal. It 
was their unanimous opinion that Mr. Warren should in no greater degree 
weaken the force at the Leeward Islands than by sending the two 40 gun

1 The complaints, dated March 1745, with the covering letter from Andrew Stone to the 
admiralty board are in PRO, ADM/1/4114.
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ships to their proper stations in North America, till he should have received 
directions from the Admiralty upon that head (to which purpose the Mer 
cury was immediately sent away with dispatches to England.) Mr. Warren 
acquiesced in that opinion and made the proper dispositions for carrying it 
into execution.

At this juncture arrived the instruction by the Hind sloop, and Mr. 
Warren, having duly weighed and considered the importance of them, very 
justly thought himself not at liberty to debate upon positive and specific 
orders, and that the Superbe only could replace that strength which was 
destined for North America in the Weymouth. His own sentiments upon the 
matter will appear to your excellencies by an extract of a letter from himself 
to our secretary, which we transmit herewith.

Before we quit this part of the subject, we beg leave to observe to your ex 
cellencies, on the behalf of Mr. Warren, that so far from having acted in 
contradiction to the advice of his captains, as is alleged, it is plain that as 
long as he thought himself at liberty to exercise any opinion of his own, he 
submitted that opinion to the advice of his captains, and did not attempt to 
overrule them, till he found himself overruled by instructions from the ad 
miralty. We think it a piece of justice due to Mr. Warren to declare it as our 
opinion that, throughout the whole course of this transaction, he does not 
appear to us to have done anything but what he has always borne: an able 
and discreet officer.

In regard to the application made for a reinforcement of ships at the 
Leeward Islands, we do acquaint your excellencies that upon the earliest 
report of a French squadron being sailed for those seas, we sent two ships 
thither, the one of 70, the other of 60 guns, under the command of Com 
modore Lee, and two more ships of the like force are now under orders to 
proceed thither with the first fair wind.

We have likewise dispatched an express to Mr. Warren with orders to 
send such strength from his squadron to the Leeward Islands as can be 
spared without manifest prejudice to his Majesty's service in North 
America. These we judge to be the properest measures that can be taken 
consistent with the necessary regard which must be had to the state of his 
Majesty's naval force at home. We hope that, in the event, they will prove 
effectual for securing the valuable possessions of his Majesty's subjects in 
the Leeward Islands.

90. Warren to Saunders
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 30 May 1745

SIR, My purser [told] me you are uneasy about the French prisoners. I am 
of your opinion that they should all be put on board of the vessels that have
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no arms, and all their sails and boats should be taken from them. The armed 
guard vessels should surround them and keep a good watch. I presume you 
have shackles. I have written to the general for his opinion about sending 
them to Boston as soon as possible. I shall soon want wood and water, and 
desire when you see me off in fair weather you will send it. I thank you for all 
your diligence.

91. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 31 May 1745

SIR, I went on board a schooner and was out three or four hours, to come 
off to you this morning, with some of my council, but was disappointed by 
the fog's setting in, which obliged us to return. [I] shall gladly embrace the 
first opportunity of clear weather to wait on you, in order to determine on 
something for the effectual prosecution of the design we are mutually and 
heartily engaged in.

92. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 31 May 1745

SIR, [John] Newmarch is returned from Annapolis, but could not land my 
packet, as he says, because the Indians have besieged that place and fired 
several shots at him. There were no ships there, but as it is possible M. 
Duvivier may be expected there, I think it will be right to send some ship 
there, and one or two of the colony cruisers. I think Tyng and Durell will be 
the properest; then Durell may, if the place is safe, proceed to Boston and 
prosecute his orders from the admiralty. I shall be glad to have your opinion 
upon this. I send Newmarch to you, who will inform you of all the 
particulars.

93. Warren to Rons
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 1 June 1745

I have received intelligence by Gov. Shirley from Col. Mascarene, com 
mander in chief of Nova Scotia and of the garrison of Annapolis Royal, 
that a party of Canadians, both French and Indians, are assembling 
together at and about Minas, in order to attack the town and fortress of An 
napolis Royal. I dispatched a schooner immediately with letters to Gov. 
Mascarene, desiring to know the situation of the garrison under his com 
mand, and whether he was under any apprehension of being attacked.
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The schooner returned to me last night, and informs me that she could 
not deliver my packet, being attacked at the entrance of the harbour by a 
number of Indians in canoes which she believes to be French, that have in 
vested and blockaded that garrison. Though no ship or vessel, except 
canoes, are there, yet these canoes may intercept the communication that is 
necessary to be kept open between that garrison and New England, and also 
with me.

You are hereby required and directed to take two good sailing schooners 
under your command (their masters being lately directed at their peril to 
follow your orders) and make the best of your way without a moment's loss 
of time to Annapolis and deliver the packet you herewith receive to Gov. 
Mascarene, and follow his orders. If the garrison is in any danger, he will 
immediately'dispatch one of the schooners with accounts of it to me, and 
send the other to Boston to Gov. Shirley. If any ship of his Majesty's is 
arrived [at Boston] or Piscataqua, he will forward the order I herewith send 
to any such ship of war, who will proceed immediately to the assistance of 
that garrison. If the garrison is in no danger, then Gov. Mascarene will 
please to dispatch you and the schooners to me here.

If you should see any ships or vessels of the enemy in or near the basin of 
Annapolis that you cannot attack, you are in that case to come back to me 
immediately and to send my letter to Col. Mascarene by one of the 
schooners to Gov. Shirley, with your own account of such discovery as you 
shall make of the enemy's motions.

94. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 2 June 1745

SIR, I have this moment received yours of the 31st past [No. 911; 1 1 am sorry 
the fog disappointed me of the pleasure of seeing you & your council. It 
comes on so sudden and lasts so long that there is no knowing what to do.

Capt. Montagu has this morning taken a brig from Nantes, laden with 
wine, brandy, bread, &ca. It has been 48 days from Nantes; but we can 
learn no more.

I now send you ... 500 18 Ib. shot which were sent from Boston for the 
use of the ships.

I have just received your letter of the 1st instant,2 which I think cannot be 
answered till I have the pleasure of seeing you.

1 For a second and more important letter from Pepperrell, dated 31 May, see Connecticut 
Historical Society, Collections, Vol. XI, pp. 299-302.

2 For text, see Parsons, The Life of Sir William Pepperrell, pp. 83-4.
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Capt. Donahew is just arrived, and brought me a letter 1 from Gov. 
Shirley. He gives me hopes that more ships of war may be expected here, 
and that you will be supplied with everything you want from Boston. 
Donahew has brought you one mortar, some shells and powder. 1 am 
greatly disappointed in the quantity of powder that I first thought the 
Vigilant had.2

I will anchor off tonight, if it continues calm, in hopes of seeing you the 
sooner in the morning. I am so uneasy lest anything should get into 
Louisbourg that I have not one moment's rest.

I hope this good news will give our troops great spirits.
I will order the 500 18 Ib. shot on board of Bosch, as I am told they are 

for the guns he is to land at the lighthouse.

95. Warren to Pepper re II
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 2 June 1745

SIR, Capt. Rous waits on you with this to receive your commands to An 
napolis. I forgot to mention in my letter to you of yesterday's date3 that you 
may send for the mortar, but I imagine if Gov. Mascarene is apprehensive 
of being attacked he will hardly let you have it. The fog comes on thick 
again, but the moment it clears I will stand close in to Gabarus Bay.

96. Warren to Tiddeman
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 4 June 1745

It is absolutely necessary to have a number of men on board each ship to 
land in time of the ship's engaging the fortifications of Louisbourg, which 
men are to be taken out of the small vessels employed on this expedition.

You are therefore hereby required and directed to receive all such men as 
shall be sent on board for that purpose, victualling them as your ship's com 
pany till further orders. For so doing this shall be your warrant.

1 Not located.
2 Warren delivered 150 barrels of powder from the Vigilant to Pepperrell, Warren Papers, 

WLCL.
3 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 1st series, Vol. I, pp. 39-40. 

Warren at length met with PepperrelFs Council of War on board the Superbe, 3 June 1745. 
For minutes see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 250-1.
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97. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 4 June 1745

SIR, I have this morning received yours of this date [No. 96], with Gov. 
Shirley's to you and the copy of Col. Mascarene's to him, which I am 
obliged to you for the sight of, and now return. 1 1 think it of importance that 
some vessels of force visit Annapolis, but which and how many (if you 
think Rous not sufficient) you must be the best judge of. I find Gov. Shirley 
writes for several cruisers to be sent to New England. I think it an unhappy 
juncture for so many of the cruisers to leave this place, as blockading it 
seems to be the point at present, and the enemy's storeships hourly ex 
pected. But [I] doubt not of your wise conduct in the matter. [I] am per 
suaded Gov. Shirley will approve of what you do in it. [I] am very glad you 
have intercepted a vessel from Quebec. [I] hope their incredulity there, as to 
an armament against Louisbourg, will continue some time longer.

Please to let me know if you send Gayton to Boston. If so, [II shall be 
glad to send up those transports which we designed to go under Smethurst's 
convoy. [I] hope you will hasten Donahew to Canso. [He] has provisions on 
board for the garrison there, which they will soon want.

98. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 5 June 1745

SIR, I have your favour of the 4th instant [No. 97], returning me Mr. 
Shirley's and Mascarene's letters, which I sent for your perusal. In conse 
quence of the request of Gov. Shirley, and the French and Indians having 
invested Annapolis, I have dispatched Tyng and the Rhode Island ship 
there. [These,] with Rous that went before, will be a good enforcement to 
that garrison, unless some naval armament from France or the West Indies 
should be sent there. In [that] case, I have directed them [to write] to Gov. 
Shirley and myself an immediate account of any such, that I may know how 
to make the best provision in my power for the security of that garrison, at 
a time that our intelligence of a superior force of the enemy's coming here 
makes it highly proper to keep as many of our ships together as we can. 
This intelligence is not unworthy of your consideration.

I have given Gayton his orders to go to Boston with 220 prisoners, Snell- 
ing with 150; I propose the Rhode Island snow shall take 60, which is as

1 For Warren's letter of 4 June, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th 
series, Vol. X, p. 255.



APRIL-JUNE 1745 105

many as they can with safety carry. Gayton has my orders to take all the 
transports that you please to send and the prizes under his convoy.

You see Gov. Shirley writes for the Rhode Island and Connecticut 
sloops and for Fletcher. If we send them we shall not have one cruiser but 
the men of war. Pray give me your sentiments on this head. I think if they 
want to send any succours such as men or stores hither, they cannot have a 
better ship than Snelling's, but it will be a long time, very probably, before 
he can return.

I am very sorry that a blockade should be the only prospect of reducing 
the garrison of Louisbourg, for it may hold out in that shape longer than 
either you or we can possibly stay. If you can stay, I wish you may be 
properly supplied from New England with all the necessaries that will be 
wanting.

The Princess Mary has taken one of the rice ships with 900 barrels of rice 
on board. We propose to give her up to the captain that was taken in her, 
and he will proceed directly to England with the Marquis de la Maisonfort 
and some of his officers, upon their parole. If you have any commands, she 
will carry them.

The Carolina ships say the other was taken off Newfoundland.
We heard some firing about daylight, like small arms, near the fascine 

battery. Pray what was it?
I did not stop Donahew one moment yesterday from the prosecution of 

your orders to him. I wish you health and success.

99. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 5 June 1745

SIR, Mr. Bastide is just now arrived from Annapolis and brings an account 
that the French and Indians have retreated from thence in order to come to 
the relief of Louisbourg by way of Baie Verte. He sends you a letter from 
Gov. Mascarene, to which I refer you. I forgot in my letter of this day's date 
to ask your opinion whether the Connecticut sloop should be sent to New 
London, agreeable to Mr. Shirley's request, to bring two companies of 100 
men each, which he says are voted by the government of Connecticut as a 
reinforcement to you.

100. Warren to the Marquis de la Maisonfort
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 6 June 1745

SIR, I have been informed by the general of our forces here that some 
prisoners, subjects of his Britannic Majesty, have by the chance of war
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fallen into the hands of French and Indian scouts, who have barbarously 
murdered and scalped them, contrary to the usage of war with civilized 
nations, [as] should never be encouraged or suffered. I, therefore, knowing 
the weight your remonstrance upon this head must have with such in 
humanity to prisoners of war for the future, take this occasion to tell you 
that our general and army are so irritated at the treatment the prisoners 
have met with, that if such barbarity is any more suffered to be exercised 
upon the king of Great Britain's subjects, it may have the worst conse 
quences to the parties engaged in the war. I flatter myself the treatment you, 
sir, and all the prisoners that have fallen into our hands have met with has 
been such as will induce you to let the commander in chief of Louisbourg 
know of it by letter, which I will convey to him by a truce, and which will no 
doubt prevent such inhuman behaviour for the future.

101. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 6 June 1745

SIR, Your favour of yesterday I have just received. As soon as I read the 
news from Annapolis last night I sent Col. Bradstreet to wait on you for 
your opinion how to intercept the Canadian party before they can land on 
this island. If you do not employ the Connecticut sloop in that service, I 
think it will be best to send her to convoy recruits from that government, 
agreeable to Gov. Shirley's desire. Of all Ithis] you are the best judge; HJ 
shall be perfectly pleased with what you determine.

102. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 7 June 1745

SIR, I have this moment your favour by Capt. Gay ton, and shall comply 
with the contents as far as is in my power. I have enclosed a letter to Gov. 
Shirley to be delivered to Rous by the schooner that goes to Annapolis, 
which you will please to peruse and seal. I have requested of you some rice, 
peas and butter, as you will see by the enclosed.

103. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 7 June 1745

SIR, Herewith I send you an order for 100 barrels of rice out of the St. 
Andrew, and think it would be better if you send a schooner to take it all out 
at once, and afterwards distribute it ashore.
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I have my orders and letters ready for Annapolis, but have no schooner 
to send there, therefore beg you will order one off.

As to butter and peas, I am not sure there is any, but will let you know in 
my next.

104. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 7 June 1745

SIR, Capt. Gayton informs me that he and all the transports are very uneasy 
for want of shackles. 1 1 beg you will order a number to be immediately made, 
or else the prisoners, you may depend, will run away with half the vessels. 

I am told by all hands that Mr. Shaw has behaved well. I shall take it as a 
favour if you will make him an officer.

105. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 7 June 1745

SIR, I have had an opportunity of advising with the captains of the squadron 
today, and herewith send you a copy of the consultation, which I beg you 
will keep as secret as possible from everybody but your council, lest it 
should get to the enemy's ears.

The schooner for Annapolis is just come off; I will dispatch her away 
tonight. I send you the names of those that I am told are the best pilots, and 
shall be glad to see them: [John] Baston, Gerrard, [Michael] Hodge and 
White.2

106. Consultation of Captains
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 7 June 1745

Present: Capts. Warren, Edwards, Durell, Calmady, Cornewall, Douglass, 
Tiddeman, Montagu

The question [was] put, whether with the naval force we have now here, it 
is practicable and advisable to go into the harbour of Louisbourg and attack 
the town and fortresses, without the island battery being first taken, 
considering the assistance proposed to be given by the land forces by 
General Pepperrell's plan dated 25 May last.

1 Some 600 men from the New England transports had been used to man the Vigilant, 
thus leaving them as prison ships seriously undermanned. See Pepperrell to Warren, 1 June 
1745, in Parsons, The Life of Sir William Pepperrell, pp. 83-84.

2 Many New Englanders acted as pilots for Warren's ships. Some £237 was paid by 
Warren from April 1745 to June 1746 to New Englanders. Details are found in his accounts 
with the Navy Board, Warren Papers, WLCL.
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[We have] examined the pilots and the draughts of the harbour, and con 
sidered the distance the ships must lie from several batteries, [so] that there 
is no material damage done to any of them by our troops, and the dif 
ficulties of bringing our ships to pass. After they are brought to pass, they 
must then have the island battery, consisting of 35, 24 and 38 pounders in 
their rear. In case they do not succeed in their attempts on the town, [there is] 
little probability of the ships ever getting out again. We therefore are 
unanimously of opinion that it is not practicable or advisable to attack 
the town without the island battery's being first taken.

The question then was put whether the island battery is to be attacked 
and in what manner.

It was resolved, after having examined the pilots already on board his 
Majesty's ships, who declare that they do not know how near ships may be 
carried to the battery, [and] therefore decline taking charge of them, that if 
proper pilots can be found who will take charge and anchor the ships within 
half a cable's length of the island battery (so as not to be exposed to the fire 
of the town) and further, if the general will supply us with proper officers 
and 500 men in the whaleboats, to be sent on board the commodore and to 
land when he shall think proper to attack the island battery (under the 
protection of the ships that have been battering) we will then use our 
endeavours to attempt it as soon as the wind and weather will permit.

107. Line of Battle
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 9 June 1745

The Chester to lead with the starboard and the Sunderland with larboard 
tacks on board.

Frigates

Eltham

Lark

Launceston

Hector

Mermaid

Boston Packet

Ships

Chester

Princess Mary

Canterbury

Superbe

Vigilant

Sunderland

Guns

50

60

60

60

60

60

Men

350

400

400

415

420

400

Commanders

Capt. Geary

Capt. Edwards

Capt. Hore

Capt. Warren 

Capt. Tiddemen

Capt. Douglass

Capt. Brett

Defence
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SIGNALS

109

When I would speak with the captains of any of the ships undermen 
tioned, I will put abroad a pendant against their names. If with a lieutenant, 
the same signal and a waft with the ensign. If for a boat without an officer, 
the waft will be hoisted but half-way up.

Red White Blue Place where

Superbe

Canterbury

Lark

Vigilant

Princess Mary

Eltham

Launceston

Mermaid

Sunderland

Chester

Hector

Boston Packet

Defence

Main

Fore

Mizzen

Main

Fore

Topmast

Topsail 

yardarm

For all other signals you are referred to the General Printed Sailing and 
Fighting Instructions.

108. Warren to Pepper re II
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 9 June 1745

SIR, I just now received yours of the 8th instant. I have the pleasure to ac 
quaint you that I have this day met his Majesty's ship the Chester of 50 
guns, which, though she led me some distance from you, brings me the 
agreeable news that the Canterbury and Sunderland, both of 60 guns, may 
be hourly expected here to reinforce me. He parted with them some days 
ago, and a French privateer they had taken, in a fog. As their rendezvous is 
at Canso, I intend to dispatch a schooner there to let them know of the 
Chester's being here. We shall now think of going in, as soon as we meet 
and can make a proper disposition and settle signals with you, which I will 
endeavour to do as soon as possible. I would be glad to see you with some 
of your council and Mr. Bastide (to whom my compliments). Tell him I 
would with pleasure wait on you and him, but that making a proper disposi 
tion for the attack by the ships makes it highly necessary that I should stay 
on board. I beg you will let Capt. Macdonald come to me as soon as 
possible. I flatter myself this reinforcement will give you and the whole 
camp great joy.

P.S. I would not have Gayton go to Boston till he hears from me.
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109. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 9 June 1745

SIR, I have sent out by the bearer a quantity of langrel shot, 1 agreeable to 
your desire. Our smiths are now some of them making handcuffs and 
shackles, and the others assisting at the lighthouse battery. This morning we 
had two Swiss deserters, who say there are about 1,600 or 1,800 men in 
Louisbourg capable of bearing arms, of which about 600 are soldiers. 2 They 
are short of provisions, of which they believe there is not now more than a 
month's stock, and but little ammunition. They expect to surrender if their 
ships do not soon arrive from France, but if the island battery was silenced, 
they would immediately surrender the town. They also say that a mortar at 
the lighthouse battery would very much annoy the island battery. I have 
thought of sending over our large mortar this night and three cannon, which 
I can bring to bear on the island battery. I shall endeavour to gall the enemy 
there, and hope I shall be able to make it too warm for them. When we see 
your ships standing in, I shall send those deserters on board for your further 
information.

110. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 10 June 1745

SIR, I have just received your favour [No. 108] giving advice of your being 
joined by the Chester and of your hourly expecting the Canterbury and 
Sunderland, with which I heartily congratulate you, and assure you it gives 
us all on shore the utmost pleasure. I hope upon their joining you such 
measures may be determined upon as shall speedily accomplish a happy 
issue of our enterprise against Louisbourg. I have communicated yours to 
Mr. Bastide and Col. Macdonald, and shall be ready to embrace any occa 
sion of waiting on you with some of my council, when you think most con 
venient. I have hastened a messenger with yours to Capt. Gay ton. Enclosed 
is a letter I have just received to be forwarded to you. Pray, sir, be assured 
I shall be doing everything in my power for the success of your enterprise.

P.S. I am going to send a party of our men in whaleboats to Mira Bay after 
a number of small arms (about 400) and some ammunition and provisions 
which I learn are sent there to supply the party expected from Annapolis. I 
pray the favour of you to order Bosch to the cove, near the lighthouse, to at 
tend and guard those boats.

1 Two bars of iron joined by a chain or shackle, and having half a ball or iron fixed on 
each end, used principally against rigging on enemy vessels.

2 The militia probably numbered less than 900, of whom more than half came from the 
outports.
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111. Warren to Squadron
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 11 June 1745

The general gives direction against plundering till leave given, upon pain 
of death.

In case the enemy beat a chamade, the general is to give directions that 
the troops do not enter the town till the terms shall be agreed to by the 
general and commander in chief at sea.

If the governor should refuse the proposals made them by us, the men 
of war will commence hostilities, and the land forces should attack at the 
same time with vigour.

All the shallops, whaleboats, and the rest of the boats belonging to the 
vessels that are in Gabarus Bay are to be fitted with oars and ladders, and 
all the shallops and boats that are already in Louisbourg harbour to be fitted 
at the same time.

That the general send us the 8 cohorns and the shells belonging to them.

112. Warren to Squadron
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 12 June 1745

It has been agreed, at a consultation of sea officers held on board his 
Majesty's ship Superbe [11 June 1745], to go into the harbour of Louisbourg 
in order to attack the town and fortress with all his Majesty's ships of war, 
there being no other prospect of reducing it to his Majesty's obedience.

You are therefore hereby required to hold yourself in constant readiness 
to go into the said harbour with his Majesty's ship under your command, 
so soon after the Sunderland and Canterbury shall join us as the wind and 
weather shall permit. You are strictly to observe the following order of 
battle, being looked upon as the best that can be proposed upon considera 
tion of the situation of the harbour, town and fortress: Hector (to lead and 
anchor as high up the northwest harbour and as near the town as possible); 
Eltham, Chester, Princess Mary, Canterbury, Superbe, Vigilant, 
Sunderland, Launceston, Mermaid.

You are to put all your spare topmasts and booms on board of the tran 
sports, in order to be carried into Gabarus Bay, to prevent their being made 
useless by the enemy's shot.

You are to put all your boats with their oars and rudders, except your 
barge (which you are to keep on the offside from the enemy in going in) on 
board such vessels as I propose shall go into the northeast harbour when
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we go to attack the town, in order to their being ready to come on board of 
our ships to go upon any service that may be thought necessary.

When the wind shall be fair to go into the harbour, and we have all our 
ships together, and I make the signal for the line of battle ahead, you are 
then to form into a line agreeable to the above method. Barricade your ship 
in the best manner you can to guard against the enemy's small shot, and get 
ready in every respect to go into the harbour.

A great deal depends upon good management in anchoring and placing 
the ships against the enemy's batteries without hurry or confusion. I 
propose to go in with a fore and mizzen topsail, and have harbour leechlines 
to them, in order to their being hauled up snug when at anchor. Furl before 
we get into gunshot of the enemy every other sail in the ship, unless some 
circumstance should make it necessary to do otherwise. In [that] case you 
are strictly to observe the sail I make. As I propose that the ships shall lie 
with their sterns to the harbour's mouth, you are to leave all your anchors 
clear and your stream cable out of the gunroom port, bent to the ring of the 
best bower anchor, and stopped below at about half a cable, to which you 
are to veer your best bower. You are to have your stream anchor and a 
good hawser hanging over your stern, and your ketch anchor with another 
hawser hanging under your bowsprit, read to let go to steady your ship if 
necessary.

In going in, we propose to be about a cable and a half distance from each 
other, but when at anchor, the flying jibboom of one ship to be over the 
tafferel of the leader.

No ship [is] to fire a shot till she is fairly placed at an anchor, unless the 
wind shall be so as to blow the smoke clear of each other, which I 
apprehend will be the case if the wind in going in should be to the northward 
of east. If so, every ship, finding that the smoke will not incommode her or 
the rest that follow, may in passing the island battery, fire one broadside 
and volley of small arms at it till it shall be silenced. But IheJ is by no means 
to do it if he should conceive the smoke will be in the least inconvenient to 
himself or the ships that follow. When fairly at anchor and properly placed 
you are to use your utmost endeavours to annoy the enemy as much as you 
can, giving your people directions to point their guns well and fire very 
deliberately.

You are to have your tops well manned and barricaded, and, if you have 
any swivel guns, to have them placed there in order to drive the enemy from 
their batteries.

In case your ship shall be in danger of sinking by the enemy's shot, you 
are to use your endeavours to get into the northeast harbour. If you cannot 
get there, haul ashore as near the grand battery as you can, and use your 
endeavours to save your men, powder, ammunition, arms and provisions.
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If you should be in distress and want boats, you are to observe and make 
the signals herewith given you. Then a number of boats with anchors and 
hawsers will come to your assistance.

You are to prepare one-third of your ship's company to land in boats, if 
necessary, to go upon any attack.

Signals are to be observed by the cruisers and all other vessels that go 
into Louisbourg harbour, and the whaleboats at the grand battery.

When any ship shall hoist an English ensign at her mizzen peak, then all 
her own boats are to be sent on board her and boats with small anchors and 
hawsers proper for warping.

When I hoist a Dutch ensign at my mizzen peak in the day, or three lights 
one over the other in the night, then all the boats in the harbour of all kinds, 
both those ashore at and about the grand battery as well as all those belong 
ing to the king's ships or other vessels, are to come immediately on board of 
me and the two nearest ships ahead and stern of me, on the offside from the 
enemy, manned and armed as well as possible. Upon the ships seeing this 
signal made for the boats, they are to get each such a number of men ready 
to go in the boats as I have directed by the order of battle, properly armed. 
The boats belonging to the ships are to go on board their own particular 
ship. Some broad axes and saws [are] to be put into the boats of each ship, 
and hand grenades. When the boats allotted to each ship are manned and 
armed, in every respect ready to go on service, each ship is to hoist a jack 
at the mizzen peak and the boats are to put off and lie on their oars, under 
the cover of each ship. When I would have them land, I will hoist a blue 
pendant at the mizzen peak. [Thereupon] they are to land in three divisions 
with the three officers that command them, who will be distinguished by 
having flags in the bows of the boats in which they are, but the oldest officer, 
when [they are] together, is to command the whole. A lieutenant [is] to go 
with the boats of each ship.

The signal for the boats to return to the ships, if in the day, shall be an 
English ensign in the mizzen topmast shrouds; if in" the night, two lights 
there.

When I make the signal for the line of battle in order to prepare to go in, 
every ship (as soon as she is in every respect ready) [is] to hoist a jack at the 
mizzen peak. When I hoist a flag, half white half blue, on the flagstaff at the 
fore topgallant masthead, the ship that is to lead is to fill and stand in, with 
every ship following in the proper order at the distance directed. The instant 
each ship lets her anchor go, she is to haul down the jack at the mizzen 
peak.

You are to place proper officers and men at your anchors, who are not to 
be taken from the service by any means.

Your marines are all to be dressed in their regimentals, well armed and
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accoutred, with 30 cartridges a man. Upon my hoisting anchoring colours 
at the mizzen peak, you are to send them in the largest of your own ship's 
boats or some of the large shallops, with just such a number of seamen as 
can row them, or tow the boats in which they shall be in with the utmost dis 
patch on the offside of my ship, and of the two ahead and astern of me.

You are to acquaint your officer of marines that he is to follow such 
orders as shall be given him by Capt. Macdonald, he being the oldest officer 
of marines in the squadron.

For all these signals I refer you to the General Printed Sailing and 
Fighting Instructions, and to your own prudence and good conduct, upon 
any alteration of circumstances in an affair of so much importance to our 
king and country.

113. Pepperrell to Warren
Camp, 13 June 1745

SIR, I wrote you this morning 1 by Col. Moore, since which I have your 
favour2 advising me that the Annapolis storeship joined you yesterday in 
company with the Canterbury, Sunderland and Lark, and desiring my 
opinion of detaining her here. Though you, sir, are the entire judge of [this], 
yet, since you are pleased to ask my opinion, I think that considering the 
state of Annapolis at present, and that our affairs here seem to be very near 
a crisis, it may be best for his Majesty's service to detain her here at present. 
I rejoice in the expected additions to your force.

114. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 13 June 1745

SIR, I am favoured with yours of this date, and shall be ready to go in with 
the ships the moment you send off the men and the wind is fair.

I beg they may all be off tomorrow as soon as possible. You will please to 
keep the lighthouse battery and that which annoys the circular battery con 
tinually employed. To enable you to do [so] I have given Col. Moore an 
order upon the storeship in the bay for 150 barrels of powder, and hope you 
received the 50 from the Vigilant this day. You shall tomorrow have 300 
eighteen pound [shot].

1 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 1st series, Vol. I, p. 44.
2 Warren to Pepperrell, 12 June 1745; for text see Massachusetts Historical Society, 

Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, p. 270.
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115. Consultation of Captains
Superbe, off Louisbourg, 14 June 1745

Present: Commodore Warren, Capts. Edwards, Brett, Hore, Durell, Geary, 
Wickham, Calmady, Cornewall, Douglass, Tiddeman, Montagu.

The state of the troops on shore being taken into consideration, it appears 
to us that there is no possibility of reducing the garrison of Louisbourg 
without the ships going in and attacking the town fortresses.

The question being then put, whether with the squadron now here, it is 
practicable and advisable to go into the harbour of Louisbourg and attack 
the same:

We, having duly considered the dishonour it may bring upon his 
Majesty's arms not to attempt the attack with the squadron now here, are 
therefore unanimously of opinion that we should go into the harbour and 
use our utmost endeavour to reduce it to his Majesty's obedience.
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116. Directions for an A larm
Louisbourg harbour [June, 1745J

[If] five topsail vessels or more [are] seen off this point, to make an 
alarm:

In the day: The alarm [is] to be four guns at half a minute's distance of 
time each, at the northeast battery.

If the island battery should see such a number of topsail vessels or more 
in the offing first, they are to fire the alarm guns, and hoist and lower their 
colours as many times as they see topsail vessels. The Sunderland, when the 
alarm is fired, is to hoist a Spanish ensign at her fore topgallant masthead, 
and fire two guns. At [that] time all such seamen as are absent, or at the 
hospitals and able, are to go to the nearest place to their respective ships in 
order to be carried on board by their boats. The companies of the troops ap 
pointed to go on board of each of his Majesty's ships of war should march 
down to the middle gate in order to be taken into boats and carried on board 
the ships for which they were designed.

In the night: If the town is alarmed; two guns from the northeast battery; 
if the island battery, two guns from thence; if the grand battery, two guns 
from thence, (all a half a minute's distance).

Upon any of these signals being made in the night, all the boats in the 
squadron are to go to the assistance of the town or battery, wherever the 
alarm shall be made.

In the night: The signal for boats manned and armed is to be three lights 
at the mizzen peak of the Sunderland and one gun. Upon making [such a] 
signal, all the boats in the squadron are to assemble on board her, and to go 
together from thence to the place of alarm under the command of the 
Sunderland's first lieutenant. [He] is to use his endeavour to support and 
assist the troops wherever they shall happen to be attacked or alarmed. As it 
is most probable that any attack in the night will be by land, the troops in 
that case [are] to assemble at the land side of the town. If attacked by sea, 
then the troops [are] to man the batteries and sea wall [as] well. If the town 
should be attacked both by sea and land, the troops [are] to be at their 
respective quarters in every part of the town.

At any time when the alarm guns shall be fired, all the troops that happen 
to be out of the town or from the batteries where they are quartered are im 
mediately to repair to their respective posts, upon pain of the severest 
punishment by a court martial. No person belonging to the squadron, tran 
sports or other vessels in this port, is to straggle or go farther without leave

119
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than one mile by land from the town or batteries thereunto belonging. All 
fishing vessels of any kind whatever are immediately, when at sea, upon see 
ing five topsail vessels, to make the best of their way into the harbour and to 
their respective officers and posts.

All people that are in the transports, merchant or other vessels that 
happen to be in port and that do not belong to the troops, once the alarm 
shall be made for any force that may appear at sea, [are] to repair im 
mediately on board of his Majesty's ships to aid and assist them. If the town 
or any of the batteries should be alarmed, and the appearance of any attempt 
should be by land, you are to repair immediately with your arms to their 
assistance.

117. State of the Louisbourg Squadron
An account of the state and condition of his Majesty's ships under my 

command in Louisbourg harbour, 17 June 1745 1

Ship's name Commander Borne Mustered Leave Sick Marines Cleaned

Superbe
Princess Mary
Sunderland
Canterbury
Eltham
Chester
Lark
Launceston
Hector
Vigilant
Mermaid

Totals

Tiddeman
Edwards
Brett
Hore
Durell
Geary
Wickham
Calmady
Cornewall
Douglass
Montagu

415
394
400
400
248
350
248
239
238
325
328

3,585

411
363
351
387
209
305
245
198
172
325
311

3,277

123
3

45
9
3

42

38
63

14
340

72
26
37
44
24
40
17
21
31
24
12

348

61
64
57
51
24
60
47
16

3

46
429

20 Feb 1744/5
9 Jan 1744/5
5 April 1745
5 Feb 1744/5

21 June 1744
23 Mar 1744/5
12Oct 1744
15 Aug 1744
23 Jan 1744/5

1 June 1744

118. Warren to Corbett
Superbe, Louisbourg harbour, 18 June 1745

SIR, You will please to acquaint their lordships that on 20 May we took the 
Vigilant, a French ship of war of 64 guns, but with 62 mounted, com 
manded by the Marquis de La Maisonfort, with near 600 men. As I 
thought she would be of great service to the expedition, I commissioned her 
and gave the command to Capt. Douglass who led her to me, and who I 
beg leave to recommend for his prudent and good behaviour upon that 
occasion.

1 This is a simplified version of the original.
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On the 23rd, I was joined by the Princess Mary, and the 25th by the 
Hector.

On 10 June I was further reinforced by the Chester, Capt. Geary, who in 
formed me that he had parted a few days before with the Sunderland, 
Canterbury, and a French privateer of 20 guns they had taken in their way. 
The 13th they joined us, as did the Lark and the Annapolis ordnance 
storeship, whom the Sunderland met in their way hither.

On the 14th I had a consultation with all my captains (a copy of our 
resolution I here enclose [No. 115]) and in prosecution of it, we cleared our 
ships by getting our spare topmast yards and boats out, in order (the mo 
ment the wind and weather should permit) to go into the harbour to make a 
general attack, both by sea and land, agreeable to a plan settled by the 
general and myself. On the 15th I waited on the general at his camp, and 
had not been long there before a flag of truce was sent with a letter, 1 
directed to me and the general, desiring a suspension of arms for a time, to 
consider upon articles of capitulation. We gave them till 8 o'clock in the 
morning of the next day, when they brought the terms of surrender. Many 
articles we would not agree to, but as delays might prove fatal to the main 
end, we agreed to the following articles:

We would give them their private effects and two covered wagons; suffer 
the troops to march to the beach with the honours of war, these to embark 
on board of our ships; and to transport all the French king's subjects within 
the limits of this territory at his Britannic Majesty's expense to France.

The 16th, the articles of capitulation being agreed upon and hostages ex 
changed, I sent a detachment of marines to take possession of the island 
battery.

The 17th, I landed with Capt. James Macdonald. [I], sent him with twelve 
officers and 400 marines to take possession of Louisbourg and place proper 
guards. The governor having delivered me the keys of the town, magazines 
of powder and other warlike stores, which were immediately opened on that 
land side, the general and his troops marched into the town, of which we 
now have quiet possession.

We shall find great difficulty and expense in transporting the prisoners to 
France, agreeable to the capitulation. They insisted much upon going to 
Canada and letting as many of the peasants reside here as should desire it. 
As this is the key to all the French settlements on this continent, and to 
Canada in particular, which his Majesty may think proper to reduce to his

'Dated 26 juin 1745 (N.S.); for text and others in this exchange see Collection de 
manuscrits contenant lettres, memoires, et autres documents historiques relatifs a la 
Nouvelle-France, recueillis aux archives de la province de Quebec ou copies a I'etranger (4 
vols.; Quebec: 1883-5), Vol. II, pp. 221-37.



122 OCCUPATION OF LOUISBOURG

obedience, we would by no means agree to it. We have an example of the ill 
consequence of the French being among us at Annapolis, and it is worthy of 
the ministry to consider whether those people should not be transplanted to 
some other colony, and have an equivalent in such manner as his Majesty 
shall think proper.

I have no time to send you a state of the garrison. It will want a great 
supply of powder, ordnance stores of all kinds for French cannon of the 
calibres of 42, 32, 24, 18, 12, 9, 6, and 4 pounders, and also shells and other 
necessaries for mortars of 13", 10", 1" and 5" French.

Mr. Bastide, the chief engineer of these parts, came here about a fortnight 
before the surrender of the place, and has been of great service to us. [He] 
is preparing to take a survey of all the artillery and ordnance stores, and an 
estimate of the repairs absolutely necessary to be made to the fortifications, 
magazines and houses, which have been very much shattered by our cannon 
and shells, which you shall have by my next. I beg leave to give it as my 
opinion that this garrison should have at least 3,000 regular troops to defend 
it, as the works are very extensive and indeed so strong that, had the French 
had that number and not been disappointed in supplies, no force by sea or 
land could have taken it. [We came] so early upon this coast, and had the 
good fortune by diligent cruising to intercept the Vigilant (who would cer 
tainly have raised the siege had she got in); [of] all the other vessels coming 
to supply them with provisions not one except a small ship and snow laden 
with wine, brandy and salt escaped us.

If this country was once well-peopled, a smaller garrison might protect it, 
but till it is, I am sure the number proposed will be little enough during the 
war, and that with a squadron of four or five good ships of war. [They] 
could entirely destroy the French fishery in the summer, and might be 
employed in the West Indies, or go to Europe with the trade in the autumn 
of every year. Nothing will contribute more to the peopling of this colony 
than making this a free port for a time and establishing a civil government.

I have received intelligence that a strong squadron of the enemy's ships 
from the West Indies with an embarkation of 3,000 regular troops are ex 
pected here. I think it would be highly improper for me to leave this impor 
tant garrison, with the squadron in the confused situation it is at present, till 
I receive proper instructions for my further proceedings from their 
lordships, which I hope to do by the return of the express that carries this. 
(The expense of [it] Capt. Montagu will acquaint you with that you may 
order the payment of it.) So soon as I have, in conjunction with the general, 
put this garrison under proper regulation and a good posture of defence—in 
doing which I shall lose no time—I propose to send one-third of the 
squadron cruising at a time, to intercept the trade to Canada. If any
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enterprise should be intended against it in the spring, it will be of great use to 
harass them this summer.

I send you a copy of my line of battle, by which you will please to 
observe that the Eltham is come.

On my first arrival on this coast, I sent general orders to New England 
for any of his Majesty's ships that might arrive there to join me, upon which 
Capt. Durell immediately did. It has been some disappointment to the mast 
ships he was to convoy, but I am now going to send his ship to prosecute 
their lordship's orders.

The Bien Aime storeship, Capt. Gayton, came to me upon the same 
orders. I sent him back immediately with the captain of the French man of 
war and as many prisoners as he could carry, and several victuallers and 
transports under his convoy.

I am also going to send the Lark to Boston with the Annapolis storeship, 
but if she had not been positively directed there I would have sent her at 
once to Annapolis. I have ordered the Lark to complete her provisions at 
Boston and join me here as soon as possible. If on her arrival, I find I can 
do without here, she shall go to Newfoundland to prosecute their lordships' 
orders. I do not think it will be prudent to part, at least for some time, with 
the Princess Mary, or Hector, or any of the rest of the squadron.

Annapolis has been blockaded this summer by about 700 or 800 
Canadians, French and Indians, it is believed in expectation of a sea force 
from France under one M. Duvivier. [He] attacked it last fall and went 
home to France to solicit the court for that purpose, but I cannot learn that 
he succeeded. If he had, he would no doubt have called here, in which case it 
is possible I would have spoiled his scheme.

The French and Indians before Annapolis, having had a messenger sent 
to them to come to raise the siege of this place, left that place and marched 
off in a great hurry to come here. [This] was one reason that we thought it 
of the greatest consequence to get possession of the town, and of our giving 
the enemy the terms we have done. Happy for us we did, for our ships got in 
at the very critical juncture. The fogs have been such ever since we have 
been in that we could not see the length of our ships. Had we not got in as 
we did, I am almost certain we never should.

There is a good place to heave ships down here, and I propose to send to 
Boston for materials to careen and fit the Launceston.

Large magazines of ammunition, firewood and provisions should be laid 
in here before the winter, as well for the garrison as the inhabitants, (who 
have lost all they had by the ravages of war) that we may not be able to 
transport this fall. [This] should be done from home, as it is uncertain 
whether New England will be at the expense of it.
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The general, who is a gentleman of a very considerable fortune in New 
England, had no inducement to bring him on this expedition but that of 
honour and the service of his country. If his Majesty would be graciously 
pleased to confer on him the honour of a knight baronet, that it might des 
cend to his posterity, and will be also pleased to reward all the officers and 
men that were on this expedition by preferment and otherwise, as shall be 
agreeable to them, and to give pensions to the widows whose husbands have 
been killed and to such as have been maimed and disabled from getting their 
bread, I am persuaded it will have a good effect upon any future expeditions 
that may be undertaken from those colonies. [It] will give the greatest 
satisfaction to all the king's subjects upon the continent, and will be fulfill 
ing the general's and my promises of rewards to all that were engaged in the 
expedition. [It] is the more necessary as they have been disappointed by the 
capitulation of the plunder they expected and were promised upon the 
reduction of the place.

I beg pardon for the liberty I take in recommending this so strongly, hav 
ing no other motive thereto but the good effect I apprehend it will have upon 
future occasions of this nature.

Having been with some part of the squadron near four months at sea 
before we succeeded in this expedition, we are very sickly. There is a very 
good hospital of the king's in this city, but as all the beds and other 
necessaries belonging thereto are private property, I shall be obliged to 
purchase them.

I forgot to acquaint you that upon my first hearing that Annapolis was 
blockaded, I sent two ships of 20 guns and one snow of 16 to raise the 
blockade, and open a communication between that garrison, New England, 
and me. Before they got there I had an account the French and Indians had 
marched off.

The general and I have desired Gov. Shirley to make it known through all 
the governments on the continent and the islands in the West Indies that we 
are in possession of this town and territory, and to encourage their sending 
all sorts of necessaries here for the support of the people. We have assured 
all that shall come shall have free egress and regress, without any duty or 
imposition whatsoever. As there are now some prizes of our squadron here, 
we have erected a court of Admiralty to condemn them, which will greatly 
encourage people to come and trade here.

It will be proper to send directions for forming a proper government here 
as soon as possible.

I shall be glad on behalf of the captors to know what their lordships think 
the Vigilant may be worth. She is quite new, stored with all manner of naval 
and ordnance stores for foreign service, equal to one of our own ships of
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her rank, and eight months provisions. She wants nothing but lower masts, 
which were much damaged by me in the engagement. I have written for new 
ones at the expense of the captors, that she may be none to his Majesty till 
the time for which she was stored is expired.

I beg leave to return my most hearty thanks to their lordships for the ad 
dition of ships they sent to enable me, in conjunction with the New England 
troops, to reduce to his Majesty's obedience so strong a garrison and the 
territories thereunto belonging. [This] conquest, I apprehend, is of the ut 
most consequence to our country, and one that could not have been ac 
quired by the sea force without the land one, nor by the land one without the 
sea.

As I have been in constant employ ever since the commencement of the 
war with Spain, my health [is] a good deal impaired by a scorbutic disorder.

I send you the state of the squadron, and I beg their lordships will give me 
leave to have some respite on shore of New York, and that if my services 
have been worthy of their notice, they will be pleased to recommend me to 
his Majesty's favour.

119. Warren to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 18 June 1745

MY LORD DUKE, Gen. Pepperrell and I have acquainted your grace by a 
joint letter, 1 that we are now in the quiet possession of the town, fortress and 
territory of Louisbourg, upon the island of Cape Breton. [It] has been sur- 
rended to us by capitulation, the articles of which will be transmitted to your 
grace with the said joint letter.

I have written fully upon this subject to the lords commissioners of the 
Admiralty. Therefore I will not presume to be further troublesome than to 
beg, as the general and myself (to encourage the people upon this ex 
pedition, both officers and private men of the New England forces, of the 
squadron and of the marines) would recommend them to his Majesty's most 
gracious favour; we therefore humbly hope that they may be rewarded, by 
preferment or otherwise as his Majesty shall think fit.

As the general is a gentleman of very considerable fortune in New 
England, some honours conferred upon him that might descend to his 
posterity (such as that of a baronet) would have a very good effect upon 
any further expedition that may be undertaken by troops raised in the 
colonies. At any time 30,000 men may be procured by any gentleman in

1 Dated 18 June 1745; for text see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 1st 
series, Vol. I, pp. 48-9.
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whom they have confidence. As they have the hightest notions of the rights 
and liberties of Englishmen, and indeed are almost Levellers, they must 
know when, where, how and what service they are going upon, and be 
treated in a manner that few military-bred gentlemen would condescend to. 
If they do the work in which they are engaged, every other ceremony 
should, in my opinion, be winked at.

Capt. Macdonaid, who is the oldest of the marines here, has been ap 
pointed colonel of that corps by a commission from the general, and all the 
lieutenants were made captains. As he and they behaved exceedingly well, it 
is but common justice to mention them to his Majesty's and your grace's 
favour. One Mr. Bradstreet, who was one of the first promoters of this ex 
pedition and an officer of Gen. Philipps' regiment, has been very active and 
is deserving of his Majesty's favour.

I beg leave to return your grace my hearty thanks for your answer to a 
friend of mine, who took the liberty to ask the government of New Jersey 
for me, when it should become vacant. My wife being of New York makes it 
convenient for me, and Mr. Clinton, with whom I have the pleasure to be 
well acquainted, has assured me that he has no desire to get that government 
added to his, as it formerly was. I would by no means offer at anything that 
interfered with his interest, but if when he is better provided for I could 
succeed to the government of New York, I should esteem it the highest 
favour that could be conferred on me, and I flatter myself I could serve his 
Majesty in that station.

In the meantime, I hope my long services will entitle me to my rank in the 
navy.

I beg your grace's pardon for taking this liberty, as I have not the honour 
to be personally known to your grace.

120. Warren to Pepperrell
Superbe, Louisbourg harbour, 18 June 1745

SIR, I shall send my boats ashore manned and armed before 8 o'clock for 
embarking the French troops. I think it highly necessary our troops should 
be under arms at the same time. This moment the Chester has taken the 
French ship off the harbour's mouth.

P.S. I think the first thing you should do is to move everything within the 
walls. The ship the Chester has taken is from Bordeaux, laden with wine and 
brandy—a good supply for our winter store.
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121. Pepper re II to Warren
Louisbourg, 18 June 1745

SIR, I have yours this minute by Capt. Bosch [No. 120], and shall order the 
troops to be under arms when the boats come to carry off the French 
troops. I have given orders for removing everything from without into the 
town as speedily as possible. I rejoice in your further success in the prize 
just taken by the Chester. I am much obliged to you for hastening the letters 
from northeastward on shore. I have one from Gov. Shirley, which I shall 
communicate to you.

I have ordered my linguister to write copies of the letters sent us and the 
terms proposed to us by M. Duchambon, which the secretary will forward 
to you with our answers thereto as soon as possible, if you should not be on 
shore first.

122. Warren to John Griffith
[Superbe, Louisbourg harbour,] 18 June 1745

You are hereby required and directed to proceed to Boston with such 
prisoners as shall be put on board you, in company with Capt. Gayton. On 
your arrival there you are to receive Gov. Shirley's directions for your 
further proceedings.

123. Warren to Anson
Superbe, Louisbourg harbour, 19 June 1745

SIR, You will herewith receive a letter and a plan of mine that were intended 
for you long ago [No. 63]. I have now the pleasure to tell you it is executed, 
in the part that relates to the expedition against Louisbourg, of which town 
and strong fortification we are now in possession. For the particulars, I 
refer you to Capt. Montagu and to Lord Sandwich, to whom I have taken 
the liberty to write upon this occasion. I beg your interest in the request 1 
have made to him.

For God's sake dispatch a number of troops to keep possession of this 
valuable acquisition. It will not be safe that I should stir [from here] with the 
squadron till I have some directions from home how to settle affairs here in 
conjunction with the general of the New England forces. I had intelligence 
that a squadron of twelve sail of the enemy and 3,000 men were coming to
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the relief of this garrison, which gave me great uneasiness till I got 
possession.

Upon the reinforcement of the Canterbury, Sunderland and Chester we 
determined to go and attack the town and batteries with the whole 
squadron. The enemy, upon seeing our preparations, sent out a flag of truce 
and a plan of surrender upon several articles, many of which we could not 
properly allow, especially one in which they desired to be transported to 
Canada. As we have now the key to that, I would by no means suffer that, 
but agreed to transport them to France, of which I hope the ministry will 
approve, since the acquiring such an acquisition upon any terms is a most 
happy event.

I am persuaded we might have brought them to our terms, but that delays 
I knew would be very dangerous in a country so subject to fogs and bad 
weather, and at a time [that] succours might hourly be expected both by sea 
and land. (We had then certain intelligence that a party consisting of 800 
Canadians, French and Indians, who went and blockaded Annapolis in 
hopes of meeting a sea force there from hence, were, upon notice given 
them of this place being besieged, marching with all possible dispatch to the 
relief of this garrison and were then hourly expected.) I have been these 
three days, ever since I came in, in such a thick fog that convinces me any 
delay must have proved fatal to our scheme.

I cannot think it proper to stir from hence with the squadron till the place 
is in a posture of defence or till I receive orders from home. I propose in a 
short time to keep three or four ships at a time cruising to intercept the trade 
to the gulf of St. Lawrence and Quebec.

I hope you will let me have particular instructions how I am to conduct 
myself with regard to the safety of this garrison, if anything should be in 
tended against Canada in the spring. Intercepting their ships this summer 
would make provisions and necessaries very dear with them in the spring; 
and measures may be concerted for that purpose during the winter season 
with all the governments on the continent. To encourage our people, both 
seamen and landsmen, I have given them assurances that his Majesty would 
reward them by preferment or otherwise, which I hope his Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to do. It will have a good effect on any future under 
takings if I have the honour to succeed in my requests to Lord Sandwich. I 
beg leave to recommend Capt. Macdonald, who has been very serviceable 
here. [He] was by the general appointed colonel of all the marines and 
lieutenant governor of this territory. If they do not make it a civil 
government, it will never increase much in people. That is the case of 
Annapolis and was so of Canso, nobody caring to live under a military 
government. Excuse this inaccurate scrawl in great hurry.
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124. Pepperrell to Warren
Louisbourg, 19 June 1745

SIR, Enclosed are the copies of what passed between us and the governor of 
Louisbourg relating the surrender of the place. I have this moment the 
favour of a message from you, letting me know that you propose to come 
on shore after dinner. I shall wait on you with the greatest pleasure, and 
shall omit being more particular till then. Application has been made to 
me that the New Hampshire regiments put on board his Majesty's ships to 
assist in fighting the same when we agreed upon a general attack, may 
return on shore, which I shall be glad may be done as soon as may be with 
any convenience.

125. Warren to Squadron
Superbe, Louisbourg harbour, 22 June 1745

I have received intelligence that a strong squadron of French men of war, 
with 3,000 men in transports are expected here.

You are therefore hereby required and directed to place the ship under 
your command in such part of the harbour as I shall hereafter appoint, for 
annoying any sea force of the enemy that may attempt to come into this har 
bour. Keep springs ready fixed out of your gunroom port, for hauling your 
ship to front with her broadside, agreeable to the disposition you shall 
receive from me.

You are to keep your ship in as immediate a readiness for battle as 
possible, and to take care that there are a sufficient number of hands in 
good order, ready to put into your boats. If I would have the boats come on 
board me (manned and armed) in the night, I will hoist three lights at the 
mizzen peak, one above the other, and fire two guns. You are constantly to 
keep your water complete and your ship in readiness to go to sea.

126. Montagu to Warren 
Wheel of Fortune, Louisbourg harbour, 22 June 1745

SIR, I am informed the schooner is to sail after me. I hope you will not do 
me so much injustice as to send her till at least ten days after my departure. 
For sending her directly after me, she may be in England as soon as me. I 
beg you will give me leave to return you my sincere thanks for all the 
favours you have continually conferred upon me; and be assured IthatJ
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nothing could give me more uneasiness than leaving you. I hope you will 
find I have a heart sensible of gratitude in acknowledging the many favours 
I have received, which is all that lies in my power at present.

127. Bakers to Warren
London, 25 June 1745

SIR, We confirm what we wrote you which went by Capt. Bryant, who has 
been waiting ever since at Portsmouth to get convoy out of the Channel. 
On 7 May we were sent from the War Office a letter from you, dated 11 
March at Antigua, which being only a letter of compliments is answered by 
thanking you for them. We send this to New York, concluding that on your 
return from Cape Breton you will touch there; or if you should not, your 
friends there will know how to forward it to you....

We had a letter from Capt. Tyrrell, dated the 15 March at Antigua, 1 
wherein he advises that he had ordered a large quantity of cocoa to be sent 
us from St. Kitt's on your account. We wish it may not have been met by 
any of those many ships which of late have been taken coming from the 
Leeward Islands. Such is now the number of privateers out of the French 
ports that scarce any ship escapes them, that makes for the Channel. Your 
relations [the DeLanceys] at New York are great sufferers thereby.2 At the 
same time we have no cruisers out, nor convoys granted. The Board of Ad 
miralty grows very despicable. The Duke of Bedford's principal adviser 
made a contemptible figure in the late inquiry of the House of Commons, 
even in matters of his own profession. The court martial is soon to be held, 
as the accusers and witnesses are all come home. We have not at present 
anything further to add, but to continue our assurances that we always are 
[your humble and obedient servants.]

128. Warren to Pepperrell
Louisbourg, 29 June 1745 3

SIR, Upon considering the little powder that we have in this garrison, I am 
of opinion that we ought to take 100 barrels more out of the Annapolis

1 Not located.
2 See details of the prize Queen of Hungary, owned in part by Stephen DeLancey Jr. taken 

by the Prince de Conti and Comte de Clermont of St. Malo, May 1745; Amiraute de Saint- 
Malo, 9B 625 (a), Archives d'llle-et-Vilaine, Rennes.

3 The successful end of the siege did not mean an immediate end to the Warren-Pepperrell 
correspondence. Few letters appear in this edition as most have already been published 
elsewhere. For instance, between 20 and 28 June, six letters passed between them. For texts 
see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 183-5, 289-93, 
297-8.
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storeship, and that we should desire Gov. Shirley to send that quantity, and 
the 50 barrels you had before, from Boston in the Annapolis ship. That 
would save the trouble as well as the hazard of sending it here, and would be 
no disappointment to Annapolis. Pray send me your answer to this.

I beg you will order some proper person to pitch upon the proper vessels 
to send for wood. I have a pilot to Mira for them. Please to get our joint 
letter to the Duke of Newcastle ready. 1

129. Warren to Pepperrell
Louisbourg, 1 July 1745

SIR, The clergy have been with me to desire that an officer of yours may be 
sent to search their baggage and effects in the hospital, and there mark them 
that they may not be opened in the streets. I have so many complaints and 
delays that I fear we shall not get the people embarked today. For God's 
sake give strict orders to your troops to comply with the capitulation, as the 
consequence of a breach of it on our side may occasion one on theirs, by 
which means it is not improbable but they may seize in France upon his 
Majesty's ship Launceston and the other transports by way of reprisals.

130. Warren to Corbett
Superbe, Louisbourg harbour, 4 July 1745

SIR, I apprehend it to be of the greatest consequence that his grace the Duke 
of Newcastle and their lordships should be apprised as early as possible of 
the success of his Majesty's arms. I have, lest any accident should happen to 
Capt. Montagu who carried my first dispatches, now sent duplicates by 
Capt. Geary, to whom I beg leave to refer you for every particular relating 
to this garrison and what I have done about transporting the French, 
agreeable to the capitulation (by which they are not to bear arms against his 
Britannic Majesty, nor his allies, during one year).

Capt. Geary can inform you what number of regular troops, am 
munition, and stores of all kinds will be necessary to defend this garrison. 
They should, if possible, be here this fall, or a great part of them. Till this 
colony is well settled by his Majesty's subjects, they should be victualled in 
the same manner as those at Gibraltar.

I hope, as the Launceston wanted a thorough repair, their lordships will 
approve of my having (with the opinion of all my captains) dismantled her 
of her cannon and ordnance stores, which will be a great addition to the

1 Dated 4 July 1745 ; for text see ibid., pp. 313-15.
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strength of this garrison, and will rid us of all the chief officers and the 
greatest part of the French regular troops. [She will,] with some small tran 
sports belonging to the colonies, carry to France about 1,500 men, women 
and children. She, with the transports, (on board whom you will find good 
pilots from this place) are after landing the French, to go immediately to 
England, and carry such English prisoners with them as they can procure in 
France in exchange for such French prisoners of war as we give up here 
that are not comprehended in the capitulation. Their lordships will please to 
adjust the payment of the freight of those transports to their satisfaction.

We are sending many of the inhabitants to Boston, in order to be tran 
sported from thence to France: 400 go in the Hector and E It ham. The 
former is to return here with such victuallers or other vessels as shall be 
coming here; the latter is to see the Annapolis storeship to Boston, then to 
convoy the mast ships and trade home, pursuant to their lordships' orders.

I propose to send the Lark to see the Launceston and other transports to 
the eastward of Newfoundland, lest they should presume to go to Canada, 
of which they seem to be very desirous. Afterwards [she isj to dispatch one 
of his Majesty's ships of 20 guns or sloops, if any, at Newfoundland to me, 
to give me the state of our fishery and trade there.

We all grow so short of provisions that I am under the greatest un 
easiness about it. I fear I shall be under a necessity of laying in a store for 
all the garrison as well as the ships. I wish I could have their lordships' in 
structions on this head, and what I am to do in the fall—whether to leave 
any ships here, and what number. If I send the Princess Mary and Hector to 
Newfoundland, pursuant to my orders, I shall then have only the Superbe, 
Vigilant and Mermaid left. It is reported that we may expect a strong 
squadron of the enemy's here, with an embarkation of 3,000 regular troops.

I am in great anxiety to make good the damage this garrison had received 
by cannonading, that it may be tenable till his Majesty's pleasure can be 
known. The general informs me that he has no power from the colonies to 
put them to any expense for the repairs and maintenance of this town and 
garrison, nor indeed can they afford it.

Enclosed you have a copy of my circular letter 1 to the governors on the 
continent, desiring they will send us a supply of men and provisions. As this 
is not to be depended upon, I have ordered a quantity of provisions to be 
sent here from New York and Boston, and hope we shall have some from 
home with the troops that his Majesty pleases to appoint for this garrison. 
In short, if it is not well supported by his Majesty, it will fall again into the 
hands of the French.

1 Dated 24 June 1745; for an example, see text of the letter sent to Gov. Law of Connec 
ticut, see Connecticut Historical Society, Collections, Vol XI, pp. 316-17.
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The general and myself could think of no other means for putting the gar 
rison in a defensible condition but by drawing upon the treasury for such a 
sum as shall be absolutely necessary, till his Majesty's pleasure is signified 
to us upon this head.

Capt. Rous, who commands the privateer snow [Shirley] in the colony's 
service that carries this express, has done his country very great service in 
distressing the French fishery. As he can be very useful upon that service 
again, being a very gallant, brisk man (and nobody here is better acquainted 
about Newfoundland than he) I beg leave to recommend him to their 
lordships for the command of one of the best sailing snows, to be sent out 
here to whoever commands the squadron. I have no inducement to recom 
mend him but his own merit.

I beg by the return of this express I may have full instructions how I am 
to proceed in every respect. As my health is pretty much impaired, if their 
lordships will be pleased to indulge me with a respite on shore, I shall take it 
as a particular favour. I am and have been extremely hurried for some time 
(which I hope will plead my excuse for the inaccuracy of my letters from 
hence).

Capt. Geary carries home, for his grace the Duke of Newcastle and their 
lordships, as perfect a plan of the town and garrison, an estimate of the 
repairs immediately necessary, and a state of the ordnance as the engineer 
could furnish us with. I would have sent one to each, but I had not time.

The Launceston sailed two days ago and some transports, with about 
1,400 people for Rochefort in France, among whom are the governor, inten- 
dant, most of the chief officers and regular troops. With the 400 gone in the 
Eltham and Hector, [this] will make us pretty easy here, though I believe we 
have near 5,000 yet we shall not be able to transport this fall. Many of the 
peasants have offered to take the oath of allegiance to his Majesty. As they 
will be useful in getting in wood and other necessaries for the garrison, the 
general and I propose to tender the oath to such as we cannot transport. We 
are determined by no means to let them remain here longer than until vessels 
can be procured to transport them. We see the ill effects of a thing of this 
nature at Annapolis, and till the French are transplanted from thence, or till 
we have possession of Canada, the colony of Nova Scotia will be con 
tinually alarmed.

The Wager arrived two days ago from Newfoundland, where she left all 
her convoy safe. The Lark sailed for that island in company with the 
Launceston the same day. Capt. Forrest tells me all is well there.

The squadron are in want of naval stores of all kinds; their lordships will 
be the best judges where to send supplies for them.
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I propose in a few days to send the Chester, Mermaid and Wager to 
cruise in the chops of the gulf of St. Lawrence, to interrupt the storeships 
bound to Quebec, which will facilitate any enterprise that may next year be 
undertaken against the French in that quarter.

I took the liberty to recommend establishing a civil government here 
under a good governor, and making this for a term of years a free port, as 
the only means to make it a flourishing place and to answer the great end 
proposed in the reduction of it. I am persuaded if my opinion is followed it 
will soon be so well-peopled that the expense of the garrison now necessary 
may be greatly lessened.

I hope their lordships will pardon my importuning them in favour of all 
the officers and men upon this expedition. Gen. PepperrelPs honour, as well 
as my own, is engaged to recommend them to his Majesty's favour. 
Distinguishing the general in such manner as his Majesty shall think proper 
will be a great encouragement to future expeditions undertaken from his 
dominions upon this continent. No gentleman in any of his Majesty's 
colonies can raise more men upon any emergency than Gen. Pepperrell can.

Nothing more occurs to me at present for their lordships' information, 
but that the general with his troops and I with the seamen are in conjunction 
putting the garrison in the best posture of defence we are able.

P.S. As the careening place wants repair, will their lordships please give 
directions about it? The troops that his Majesty shall think fit to employ 
here should have very thick clothing for the winter. I send you a copy of the 
ratification of the capitulation at the surrender of Louisbourg. 1

131. Warren to Ammi Cutter
Louisbourg, 4 July 1745

SIR, I am much obliged to you for your letters and would answer them 
oftener but that I am much hurried. I have sent Capt. Prentice and another 
vessel to get word to the garrison and to guard you. While Fones, Donahew 
and Becket were in the Gut of Canso and Baie Verte I thought them suf 
ficient for that purpose. I have now ordered Fones and Donahew to lie St. 
Jean [Prince Edward Island] to bring the French inhabitants and their 
effects from thence, agreeable to the articles of capitulation. I hope you will 
use all your endeavours to put yourself in a good posture of defence. I 
believe the late action of Donahew's with the Indians has dispersed them, so 
that we need not fear them for some time. I believe Becket carries your 
provisions.

1 Dated 20 June 1745; text in Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William Shirley, Vol. I, pp. 
239n-41n.
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132. Warren to Navy Board
Louisbourg, 5 July 1745

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, I have the pleasure to acquaint you of our 
having, in conjunction with the American forces, got possession of 
Louisbourg and the territory thereunto belonging on the island of Cape 
Breton. I have been under necessity of purchasing naval stores for the use 
of the squadron under my command, and laying out money upon many other 
occasions for his Majesty's service. An account of [these] disbursements 
I have not at present time to send you, but have drawn bills of exchange 
upon your board, payable to Messrs. Samuel and William Baker, for 
£1,200, for which I will send you by the next opportunity proper vouchers.

Agreeable to the capitulation at the surrender of Louisbourg (wherein it 
was stipulated that the French inhabitants of this town and territory should 
be transported to France) several transports are gone thither with them. You 
will please to adjust and pay them their freight to their satisfaction. I have 
acquainted the lords commissioners of the Admiralty of my having so done.

The squadron under my command are in great want of naval stores of all 
kinds. Their lordships will be the best judges where to send the stores to 
them.

133. Warren to Pepperrell
Louisbourg, 5 July 1745

SIR, M. Boniface, superior of the hospital, has been with me and desires that 
you will appoint somebody to receive the keys of the hospital and to take an 
inventory of the utensils therein.

I design, as soon as the French leave the hospital, to appoint my surgeon 
to look after the seamen, and you will please to appoint somebody to take 
care of your troops. [They] should go now together and take an account of 
everything in it.

134. Warren to Rons
Superbe, Louisbourg [harbour], 5 July 1745

I think it necessary to send Capt. Geary to England in the snow under 
your command with Gen. Pepperrell's and my dispatches to his grace the 
Duke of Newcastle, and to the lords commissioners of the Admiralty. You 
are therefore hereby required and directed to follow all such orders as you 
shall from time to time receive from him for his Majesty's service.
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135. Warren to Fones
Superbe, Louisbourg [harbour], 5 July 1745

You are hereby required and directed to proceed to the lie St. Jean in Baie 
Verte in company with Capt. Donahew. There take on board and bring here 
all the French inhabitants and such of their effects as you can carry, 
agreeable to the capitulation on the surrender of Louisbourg. You are to 
treat them with the utmost civility and humanity. In case any of the natives 
of the place are desirous to stay there, and willing to take the oath of 
allegiance to his Majesty, you may [so] permit them. Bring with you a 
hostage and an exact list of the names of such as remain there. You are to 
bring all the powder, ammunition and warlike stores you shall find there, 
using the utmost dispatch.

136. Warren to Thompson
[Louisbourg,] 7 July 1745

You are hereby required and directed to put forty of your best seamen on 
board his Majesty's ship Vigilant, assuring them that on her arrival at 
Boston they shall be discharged, if they desire it. You are to take on board 
as many of the French inhabitants of this place as you can conveniently 
carry, and convoy all the transports that are now ready to sail to Boston. 
On your arrival [you are] to follow such directions as you shall receive from 
his excellency Gov. Shirley. 1

137. Warren to Griffith
Louisbourg, 20 July 1745

You are hereby required and directed to take on board the snow under 
your command as many of the French inhabitants of lie Royale as you can, 
and proceed with them to Rhode Island. On your arrival there, you are to 
deliver them to the governor, or in his absence to the commanding officer. If 
they desire it, they are to be transported from thence to France agreeable 
to the capitulation at the surrender of this place. The great and heavy ex 
pense that has attended New England makes it necessary to distribute them 
among the colonies.

On your arrival at Rhode Island you are to acquaint the governor of
1 Shirley sent him then on to Newport, Rhode Island, where the ship was discharged, 7 

Aug. 1745. Records of the Massachusetts Vice-Admiralty Court, Vol. Ill, 1740-1745.
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Boston of it. I presume they will then look upon you as discharged from the 
country's service... .*

138. Warren to Wanton
Louisbourg, 22 July 1745

SIR, I have the honour of your letter of 24 June,2 at which time you were not 
apprised of the glorious success that has attended our united land and sea 
forces in the reduction of this most important garrison—an acquisition 
which, if well supported, will secure to our posterity the quiet possession of 
their civil and religious rights. His Majesty and our mother country must 
feel the highest satisfaction when they find their children in a capacity to 
make so glorious a conquest, in which I am sorry New York has had so little 
a share. It, as well as the rest of the colonies on the continent, will share in 
the good effects of our success.

It gives me pleasure to find you so ready to influence the other branches 
of your legislature to lend us a helping hand. I thank you for the men you 
raised for the Vigilant. We still want many more; and you may be assured, 
sir, that I shall have a great regard to the gentlemen you and your assembly 
have recommended. To them all I pray you will make my compliments and 
assure them of any acceptable service in my power. We are obliged to you 
for letting Capt. Fones, who has done us particular good service, stay longer 
with us. When the service will admit of it, he shall be sent home to you. I 
find [the] New York and [New] Jersey governments have raised a sum of 
money for provisions for this place. It will be very much wanted; I hope the 
colonies will contribute such a quota as will be sufficient for this winter, lest 
it should not be in his Majesty's power to supply us this fall from England.

I shall remain here till the return of the general's and my express. Where I 
shall then be destined I cannot say. Be that where his Majesty pleases, I 
shall be extremely glad to hear that this acquisition flourishes and is well 
supported; a greater and more beneficial one could not be added to his 
Majesty's dominions either at home or abroad. I am in great hopes it will be 
the means of settling a good peace with the Indians.

My service to Messrs. [Godfrey] Malbone and [Jahleel] Brenton. I will 
answer their favours3 by the next vessel.

1 His vessel was discharged, 11 Aug. 1745 at Newport, Records of the Massachusetts 
Vice-Admiralty Court, Vol. Ill, 1740-1745.

2 Not located.
3 Not located.
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139. Bastide to Warren and Pepperrell
Louisbourg, 22 July 1745

GENTLEMEN, I received yesterday the honour of your joint letter. 1 You are 
pleased to acquaint me that, having resolved to erect a barrack shed for 
lodging part of your troops which are now in this garrison (who otherwise 
will be exposed this next winter to the inclemency of the weather) you desire 
I may give a plan for such a building to contain 700 men. Materials and 
tools shall be provided as may be necessary to dispatch the work.

I shall with pleasure, gentlemen, draw out a plan which I shall show you 
for your approbation; and give my attendance to cause the same to be 
proceeded to as soon as the persons are known to me to whom you may 
entrust the overseeing and carrying on of this building. It will require the 
constant attendance of several experienced master builders and carpenters.

I believe, gentlemen, you will think it very necessary to order an exact ac 
count and list to be taken of what materials are within this place or may be 
found round the harbour, and to give strict charge to the public that none be 
embezzled or applied to private use.

You will, I dare say, approve of directing that the timber, planks, boards, 
stones, bricks, lime and sand which are within the walls may be collected 
and carted near to the place whereon the building is intended, and to bring 
from without (either in this or the country harbours) anything that can be of 
service to forward this work without injuring any private person's property.

140. V/arren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 25 July 1745

SIR, Nothing material has happened since my last to you by Capt. Geary, 
who I sent home with duplicates of my first expresses, giving an account of 
the reduction of this place to his Majesty's obedience.

The general and I and Mr. Bastide, the engineer, are using our endeavours 
with the few materials and tools we have to repair the damage done to the 
works of this garrison during the siege. The general had no authority to put 
the colonies to any expense upon that account, though absolutely necessary 
for the defence of the garrison. We therefore thought it for his Majesty's 
service and the security of this important garrison to lose no time in making 
the necessary repairs. To enable us to do [so] we have been obliged to issue 
out our own notes to pay for materials and workmen, and we shall draw on 
the treasury for such sums as shall be expended for that purpose till his 
Majesty's pleasure shall be known.

1 Not located.
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The 7th instant, I sent the Superbe and Wager to cruise to the southward 
of this port. I ordered the latter to call at Virginia and New York, to know if 
the coast was clear of privateers, then to return thither. The Chester and 
Mermaid sailed at the same time to cruise in the gulf of St. Lawrence. I ex 
pect them every day off this port, and the Superbe after the 4th next month.

The 18th instant one of the colony cruisers brought in a large French 
schooner from Quebec, laden with flour and other provisions. The 22nd, a 
large ship appeared in the offing which I took to be a 60 gun ship; the next 
morning I sent out the Princess Mary and Canterbury, and had the pleasure 
to see them from the ramparts take her without opposition. They brought 
her in the day following. She proves to be the Charmante, a French East 
India ship of about 500 or 600 tons, 28 guns and 99 men, commanded by 
M. Nousal of Contrie. He assures us that she is (except Mr Anson's) as 
good a prize as has been taken in this war. By letters in her we find that our 
ships in the Indies (I presume under Commodore Barnett) have taken four 
of their China ships and one from Pondicherry, called [La Favorie] of 600 
tons.

By all I can learn we may expect more of their India ships here to rendez 
vous for a convoy which probably they expect from France to join them 
here, as they did last year. As the court of France is ere now apprised of our 
being in possession of Louisbourg, they will no doubt send a strong 
squadron as soon as possible to meet their India ships and to prevent their 
falling into our hands.

I therefore think it will be prudent to keep the squadron under my com 
mand in this port in a constant readiness to go out after any ships that may 
appear off, and that we may be able to cope without risking this important 
garrison. Ships from the Indies, if they meet nothing in their way, will not 
know that this place is in our hands. [The one] we have taken never 
attempted to go out of the way of our ships (who went out of this port under 
French colours) till they were within musket shot.

I expect the Hector daily from Boston, with a convoy of provisions both 
for the ships and troops, the latter consisting of near 3,000 men. Numbers 
of them are impatient to get home, and have a right to insist upon it by Gov. 
Shirley's proclamation.

The general and I have written to all the governors upon the continent for 
provisions and men to relieve such as want to return home. We hope our 
solicitations will have some weight with them, and that the importance of 
this garrison and territory to our country in general and to the colonies in 
particular will induce the British legislature as well as those of the colonies 
to provide amply for the encouragement of inhabitants to settle here. 
However expensive maintaining this garrison for a few years till such a
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number of people are introduced into it may be, it will be fully made up by 
its consequence to the fur and fish trades.

We are in great hopes that this acquisition will be a means of bringing the 
Indians in the French interest to a neutrality while the French war shall 
continue.

I expect Gov. Shirley here in the Hector, with whom I shall consult on the 
properest measures for carrying on his Majesty's service. His application 
and attention have been exerted greatly, to the prejudice of his own health 
but highly to the honour of his Majesty's arms. The reduction of this ex 
ceedingly strong fortress is .entirely owing to his timing the expedition so 
early in the season, before any ships could come from France upon this 
coast. He is a gentleman of honour, temper and good sense, and greatly 
beloved by all his Majesty's subjects under his government, upon whom he 
has such an influence and they such a reliance upon his integrity that he can 
do what he pleases with them. I beg leave to assure their lordships that his 
Majesty has not more loyal subjects in any part of his dominions than in his 
colonies.

I took the liberty to mention to the Duke of Newcastle and their lordships 
the happy union that has subsisted, and I flatter myself always will, between 
Gen. Pepperrell and myself. As he had no inducement to come upon such a 
command but the honour and service of his country, nothing will be a greater 
encouragement to future expeditions from the colonies than rewarding him 
and all the officers and people who have been engaged upon this expedition.

I have sent the Lark to Newfoundland, and propose to send the Princess 
Mary there in a short time. I wait with great impatience for the return to my 
expresses.

The vessel that carries this to Boston being now under sail, I have no 
more to add, but that I shall act in every shape as near as I can in confor 
mity to their lordships' orders.

141. Warren to Fones 
Sunderland, Louisbourg [harbour], 25 July 1745

You are hereby required and directed to proceed to sea this afternoon in 
company with the French ship Malouin 1 and see her 60 leagues off the 
coast, steering from hence south and SSE, if you can. You are not to suffer 
her to speak with any ship or vessel you may see in the sea, nor to discover 
yourself to be English to any large ship you may see on this coast. After

1 Of the port of St. Malo; she was carrying refugees from Louisbourg back to France.
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having seen the French ship as far as directed, you are to return im 
mediately to this port.

142. Warren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 1 Aug. 1745

SIR, Enclosed you have a duplicate of my last to which I refer you. I have 
only now to acquaint you that the Chester and Mermaid have brought in 
here the Heron, a French East India ship from Bengal, pretty rich. By her 
we learn that the Triton is on her passage, and that this is the appointed 
rendezvous for their India trade. Therefore it is to be hoped more of them 
will fall into our hands. The French at home know ere now this place is in 
our possession, and so valuable a branch of their trade by this means [is] like 
to be in danger. They will no doubt exert themselves to protect them, if they 
cannot attempt to regain the acquisition we have made. I imagine the season 
will be too far advanced for any operation by land, but it is probable they 
will make a vigorous push early in the spring. I hope their lordships will take 
this into their consideration, and that they are well apprised of the impor 
tance of this place to the British dominions in general.

One great use that I think this place proper for is that I think it will be the 
best we can have to rendezvous all our trade from the continent of America 
at, and even those from the West Indies, in order to make up a grand fleet 
here twice a year in the summer and fall, and then proceed home with the 
whole number of ships of war that otherwise would go very weak from each 
trading colony. This is as well as being a great means to protect our trade 
during the war would soon make a flourishing colony here, and greatly 
lessen the expense of the garrison that at present is, and will for some time 
be, absolutely necessary for its protection.

I have now only time to beg their lordships' excuse for offering them my 
weak opinion, though in obedience to their own commands. I hope soon to 
receive more from them for my future proceedings.

I have sent the Wager to range along the coast of Virginia, Pennsylvania 
and New York, calling at the first and latter, then to return to me. I have in 
the strongest terms recommended to the governors to use their influence 
with their legislatures to fit out vessels for their own protection, at least till 
his Majesty's ships can be spared from so important a service as they are at 
present engaged in. I must own I think it would be the greatest act of im 
prudence to lessen our force here till an alteration of circumstances, or till 
their lordships shall signify their future commands to me, for which I wait 
with the greatest impatience.
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143. Bakers to Warren
London, 1 Aug. 1745

SIR, The three annexed copies are what we sent you to New York by the two 
captains Bryant and Waddell, the first of which is but lately gone through 
the Channel, and the second not gone to Portsmouth. Whatever we wrote 
you previous to these we find you had received, since you mention a circum 
stance in ours to you of 23 March last.

Mr. Montagu delivered us on 22 July past your letter of 19 June dated 
from Louisbourg harbour, and at the same time a copy of one dated at sea 
aboard the Superbe in latitude 40° 00', 2 April 1745. 1 We heartily join in 
the joy and satisfaction which everybody is zealous to express for the ac 
quisition of the island of Cape Breton. We have a particular pleasure in it, 
because you were the principal instrument of so great and glorious a con 
quest. We find the behaviour of all concerned in the expedition has given 
great satisfaction, particularly that part of the execution of which we 
presume to be entirely by your direction. (We mean sending the French all 
off the island and obliging them to go to France.) The scheme was ex 
ceedingly right, and the immediate putting it in execution right also. We find 
by Capt. Rous (who, by the way, brought us no letters from you) that the 
greatest part of the people were already shipped off when he left you.

Mr. Pelham tells William Baker that you had written to his brother the 
Duke of Newcastle about the New Jersey government, and also that you 
hint towards that of New York hereafter. As we before wrote you, the first 
we think you are sure of, fall when it will; the other we believe, with the 
friendship of the present governor and your own merit, may be obtained. It 
is supposed that you still intend to continue in your services at sea while the 
war lasts. This also agrees with Mr. Anson's opinion, who professes great 
friendship for you as an old acquaintance. Our William Baker waited upon 
him on the receipt of your letter. He says he will be always regardful of 
doing you any service, and believes nothing you ask but will be granted. Yet 
at the same time he said there was some doubt about a request you had 
made of having a grant of the late governor's house at Louisbourg. We 
could say nothing on that head, having no instructions or advice relating 
thereto. He said you had an inclination to have an appointment of the 
government of Cape Breton. That also was new to our William Baker.

Might we advise, it should be that you seek first to be made an admiral, 
and all these things will be added to you. Mr. Anson told our William Baker 
that the Duke of Bedford had written to Hanover the night before (this was

1 Not located.
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last Saturday) to desire an order from his Majesty to appoint you to a flag, 
and which he doubted not would be sent to him. We shall not fail keeping up 
acquaintance with Mr. Anson for your service by waiting on him as occa 
sion requires.

What the ministry intend to do by way of supporting and establishing 
your conquest we need not mention to you, since you will have it more 
authentically from the proper offices. Capt. Rous is to bring your dispatches 
in two or three days. The Duke of Bedford having been out of town may 
possibly retard his dispatch somewhat; our William Baker was at his grace's 
this morning, but he is not yet returned. Mr. Montagu has been with his 
brother in Huntingdonshire ever since he came here, so had only one half 
hour with him.

From what you have already received from us you will find what share of 
property you have under our management in the funds. We received from 
Messrs. [Edward] Lascelles and [Gydney] Clark of Barbados sometime 
since a copy of a certificate for receiving head money belonging to the 
Launceston's prizes, but being only a copy is of no avail. We have written to 
those gentlemen advising them what will be wanting. We shall take care to 
pay Capt. Robert Long what you order; also we will enquire about what 
you write of the Squirrel. We have heard nothing from the merchants of 
Barbados about the present they intend you. We have paid Mrs. Mary 
Travascus £20 for a half year's annuity to midsummer last. We have 
received from Capt. Pritchard £17 14s 8d, being your share of freight by 
the Scarborough man of war. We are advised that Mrs. Warren was at 
Boston, and we are told she was going to Cape Breton. We heartily wish 
you and yours all prosperity. Our Samuel Baker will write you about the old 
prizes.

144. Samuel Baker to Warren
London, 1 Aug. 1745

SIR, I have with much pleasure lately looked on a series of your successes, 
and heartily congratulate you thereupon, wishing you a continuance 
thereof. Here have been your two expresses, Capts. Montagu and Rous, 
touching Cape Breton. The former, you will have heard, was received and 
celebrated with universal joy and acclamation of both public and private. 
For particulars, be pleased to refer to our prints, &c.

Now comes to the affair of my agency in conjunction with Messrs. Bell 
and Jasper. You will have heard some time ago that all was at first con 
demned to the captors, from which sentence two appealed, to wit, the 
Charles, Capt. Harramond, and the Clapham galley, Capt. Augier, whose
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sentences were reversed, and but one-eighth of the true value ordered to the 
captors. The other two, to wit the Defiance and the Hare, let slip the time of 
appealing; therefore our proctor says the whole of the two Isharesj remains 
to the captors. Thus far you see how things stand. We are endeavouring by 
frequent meetings with the parties to finish everything, if we are not 
prevented by law suits we are threatened with by insurers and others, who 
think they ought not to be debarred of their right (though they did let slip the 
time of appeal). In fine it has proved a troublesome affair, and indeed the 
more so by Jasper's not being so tractable as he might be, and his hurrying 
to and fro to little or no purpose. Mr. Bell and I have often wished we had a 
more assisting partner.

145. Warren to Clinton
Louisbourg, 1 Aug. 1745

SIR, I have received two of your favours, acquainting me that some 
privateers of the enemy have been hovering about your coasts. As soon as I 
could possibly spare a ship, I sent the Superbe and Wager to cruise to the 
southward in the way of the trade to America, with directions to the Wager 
to call at Virginia and New York. I presume she may be with you before this 
reaches you, and I hope she will clear the coast.

I cannot help thinking the colonies should take spme care of themselves 
when they see on what important services this Majesty's ships under my 
command are employed and must of necessity continue to this fall for the 
protection of this valuable conquest to our country. Two rich ships from the 
East Indies have already fallen into our hands, and by them we learn that 
this is the appointed rendezvous for some others. I am therefore of opinion 
that, as the French in Europe must ere now know trjat this place is in our 
hands, they will use their endeavours to send a squadron here for the protec 
tion of so valuable a branch of their trade as they have directed to rendez 
vous here. It will therefore I think be prudent in me to keep the squadron as 
much together as I can, to enable me to give them (should they come) a 
proper reception.

I sent your excellency a hogshead of claret by Capt. Forrest; the madeira 
is gone home in the Eltham, and as I had occasion to write to his grace of 
Newcastle, I mentioned it to him as from you. I will soon write more fully to 
you, till when I beg your excuse for this hasty, inaccurate scrawl. Make my 
compliments to your lady antf family.
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146. Warren to Fones 
Canterbury, Louisbourg harbour, 7 Aug. 1745

I expect Gov. Shirley down here in the Hector. As the weather is so foggy 
they may be afraid to venture in with the land, you are therefore hereby re 
quired and directed to cruise up along the coast as far as Canso, and if you 
meet her you are to receive Gov. Shirley's commands. If you should not, 
you are to put into that place and bring me the state of the garrison with the 
utmost dispatch. If you should meet with any ships of the enemy's that you 
think are of too great force for you to cope with, you are to make the best 
of your way hither, hoisting French colours in order to entice them to this 
port.

147. Warren to Corbelt
Louisbourg, 8 Aug. 1745

SIR, Herewith you will receive a triplicate of my letter of 25 July iNo. 140], 
and a duplicate of my last [No. 142], which gave an account of the two East 
India ships that have fallen into our hands.

On the 2nd instant the Sunderland and Chester brought in the French 
ship Noire Dame de la Deliverance, Capt. Pierre Litant, of 22 guns and 
about 60 men, from Lima in the South Seas, for which place she sailed from 
Cadiz in the year [1741]. She has on board in gold and silver upwards of 
£300,000 and a cargo of cocoa, Peruvian wool and Jesuits' bark. 1 She came 
from Lima with two others, each of them much richer than she, and near 
the banks of Newfoundland they met with two ships which took the other 
South Sea men while this with difficulty escaped. The captain thinks they 
were privateers, one about 40 guns, the other about 20, but as he says the 20 
gun ship had a mizzen top-gallant yard and marines on board, which the 
Wager I remember had, I have a glimmering of hope that they were the 
Superbe and Wager who have taken those valuable prizes. Whether we shall 
find it so or not, I am extremely well pleased to know the common enemy is 
so much distressed. Those South Sea ships belong to St. Malo, and there 
are two more of them in the South Seas. One was coming home with those 
taken, but sprung a leak before she got round Cape Horn and put back. The 
other is to come home next year, with a 70 gun ship that is [being built] 
there, whose stores are gone from Cadiz.

1 Quinine.
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If Mr. Barnett has had the good fortune to distress their trade in India, 
that company will be reduced to the lowest ebb. All the letters which we 
have intercepted mention the miserable condition of their affairs in the East 
Indies, though some say they were fitting out ships there to cruise upon Mr. 
Barnett. In their situation, I do not apprehend, without some assistance 
from France, that they can hurt him.

I am at a very great loss what to do with the East India ships. The South 
Sea man is so old that I propose to put the money on board the king's ships 
and break her up here. One of the India ships is very leaky. I can propose 
nothing till I receive answers to my first expresses from this place; then I 
hope to be able to judge for the best.

It is reported that the Canadians are training up to military discipline all 
their militia and Indians. It is not impossible but they may expect, when they 
are in order, that a squadron of ships will join them from France to make a 
vigorous attack upon this place. The season is so far advanced that I believe 
with ships they must do it very soon or cannot this fall.

The general and I are using all our endeavours to put the garrison in the 
best posture of defence. To do [this] (as he has no authority to put the 
colonies to expense) I am obliged to advance money till Gov. Shirley, who is 
hourly expected, arrives, or till the king's pleasure is known, to make up the 
breaches and such other necessary works as can be done [only] in the best 
season. I hope the importance of this garrison and territory will induce his 
Majesty to make a good provision for its support. If it is not very inconsis 
tent with the acts of trade, establishing Louisbourg as a free port with civil 
government under a man of honour will soon give room to lessen the expense 
that till it is well settled must needs be the consequence of this acquisition. I 
look upon it as a great happiness to our country that her colonies, with the 
assistance of his Majesty's ships, are in a condition to add such an acquisi 
tion to his dominions, an acquisition that I want time and words to tell their 
lordships the importance of to our country in general. It will, if properly en 
couraged, be in a few years as populous a settlement as any on the continent 
of North America. I think it my duty this freely to give you my sentiments, 
as you have laid your command on me so to do.

The squadron under my command are very sickly with a scorbutic dis 
order which they have fallen into by a long continuance at sea. Indeed I 
have a good deal of it myself, insomuch that the doctors tell me it is highly 
necessary that I should have some respite on shore for the recovery of my 
health. I hope their lordships will be pleased to indulge me with [such] 
sometime, for since the commencement of the Spanish war, I have been 
continually at sea, and since that of the present expedition have undergone 
the greatest fatigue and anxiety both of body and mind. I am very thankful



1745-1746 147

to God for enabling me to go through with it, and for giving such great 
success to his Majesty's arms both by land and sea, under Gen. PepperrelPs 
command and mine. The harmony that has subsisted between us has greatly 
contributed to our success. Should it ever be my fate to go on any service 
again, I should choose the captains I have now with me, who, I flatter 
myself, are to a man as well pleased and satisfied under my command as I 
am with them.

I wish some provision from home had, during this expedition, been made 
for the protection of the colonies, though the moment I could with any 
propriety, I sent the Wager round to them, as I informed you before. 
Neither she nor the Superbe is yet arrived, but the latter I expect hourly.

I wrote some time ago to the governor of Virginia to know when the trade 
will be ready to go home, and that if I possibly could I would send a convoy 
for them. I hope they will be provided with one from England, as 1 conceive 
the ships that may convoy the outward bound trade thither will carry the 
others home. Let me be destined wherever their lordships think proper; I 
fear it will be too late when I receive their orders to send for the Virginia 
ships to join me here, or call there for them. Indeed I think for the future, 
while the French war continues, this will be the best place to make up the 
American and even the West Indies trade, in order to go home all together 
under strong convoys.

I told you before that I had sent the Lark soon after the reduction of this 
place to Newfoundland. I think it would not be prudent to weaken the 
squadron here, especially as I have found this is an appointed rendezvous 
for a valuable part of the French trade whom they will no doubt endeavour 
to protect. I shall therefore keep the Princess Mary till I receive their 
lordships' commands, which I hope will be in time enough for her to join the 
Newfoundland trade for Europe. I hear there is a lieutenant governor ap 
pointed there for the administration of justice, I hope my detaining Mr. 
Edwards will be no disappointment nor inconvenience to that place, and 
may be of the greatest consequence to our safety here.

When his Majesty has determined what number of troops will be suf 
ficient to garrison Louisbourg, it will be necessary that they should be 
supplied with the thickest and warmest kind of clothing, the winters here 
being very long and severe. They will also want considerable allowance for 
firewood and some spirituous liquors, such as rum or brandy. It will not be 
possible for them to support themselves here without an allowance of 
provisions in the same manner as the garrison of Gibraltar, at least for some 
time, till the country is so well peopled as to produce the necessaries of life, 
which they must till they can be supplied with from the other colonies.
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When Gov. Shirley arrives, I will in conjunction with him consider 
everything I can conceive necessary for their lordships' information.

Should their lordships' directions to me be to go to the West Indies with 
the whole or any part of the squadron now with me, I shall (as the ships will 
be all foul) consider whether cleaning the ships there will be attended with 
great difficulty, loss of time, expense and desertion. It might be better to run 
home from hence with the ships and treasure we have in our possession and 
clean there, and by that means be readier for service than by going to the 
West Indies, with foul and single-bottomed ships to be eaten up by the 
worms.

No doubt but the French, when they hear we have taken these two India 
[men] and the South Sea ship, will keep a lookout for us, though I think, 
could we go all together and were well-manned, they could hardly afford a 
force to hurt us.

148. Corbett to Warren
9 Aug. 1745

SIR, I have received and communicated to my lords commissioners of the 
Admiralty your letter of the 18th of [June] [No. 118], brought hither by 
Capt. Montagu. [They] are well pleased with your success in taking the 
Vigilant, French man of war. Their lordships approve of your having given 
the command of her to Capt. Douglass on account of his good conduct in 
leading her to you.

Their lordships congratulate you on the success of his Majesty's arms 
against Louisbourg and the island of Cape Breton. [They] command me to 
assure you they are greatly pleased with your good conduct, zeal and ac 
tivity in that important service, and with the good harmony kept up between 
you and the general of the land forces, without which happy temper, 
enterprises of war do seldom meet with success.

The lords justices have ordered the two youngest regiments 1 at Gibraltar 
to be sent to Louisbourg. Transports are getting ready with all expedition to 
carry them thither. Vice Adm. Townsend has sailed with the Lennox and 
Pembroke to Gibraltar in order to take six more ships of the line of battle 
from the fleet in the Mediterranean and proceed with them to the West 
Indies. The lords have dispatched the Hound sloop after him with orders to

1 The two regiments were the 29th Foot (Fuller's) and the 56th Foot (Warburton's), under 
the command of Lt.-Col. Peregrine Thomas Hopson and Lt.-Col. John Horsman respec 
tively. The regiments wintered in Virginia and New York, and reached Louisbourg only on 
21 April 1746.
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him to wait at Gibraltar till the said transports arrive, and then to convoy 
the two regiments from Gibraltar to Louisbourg, and afterwards to proceed 
on his voyage to the West Indies, leaving the transports under your com 
mand. The said admiral is further directed, if you shall be under any well- 
grounded apprehension of the enemy's coming with a strong force your 
way, to leave such ships of his squadron with you as may be necessary for 
you to keep up a superior strength to the enemy.

Their lordships have taken still a further care, in case the above orders do 
not meet with Vice Admiral Townsend, to order two ships of between 40 
and 70 guns, part of the fleet in the Mediterranean, to lie ready at Gibraltar 
to proceed with the transports out to you. It is to be hoped this supply will 
arrive there before the winter.

Their lordships have laid before the ministers the several propositions you 
have made for settling a civil government at Louisbourg and giving en 
couragement to the officers and soldiers concerned in the expedition, and to 
others to come and settle on the island of Cape Breton. All [these] they have 
now under consideration.

I believe Jamaica or some other of his Majesty's islands in the West In 
dies has more reason to fear an attack from the enemy (who, their lordships 
are informed, have now a squadron in those seas) than Louisbourg. But 
your advice is certainly right, that the place should be constantly garrisoned 
and a squadron of his Majesty's ships stationed there. Indeed there is in 
telligence of seven men of war being sailed on 1 July from Brest... said to 
be bound for Cape Breton; if true, you must have heard of [it] before this 
comes to your hands.

Their lordships approve of your sending back the EItham to New 
England to convoy home the mast ships, and also of the orders you have 
given to the captain of the Bien Aime. As to what you mention in relation to 
the Newfoundland ships, their lordships do not doubt of your having an eye 
to the protection of the fishery there, and also appointing convoys to 
proceed with the fishing ships to Europe, according to the orders given on 
that head. It is not improbable but that the French may endeavour to indem 
nify themselves for the loss of Cape Breton by seizing upon some port in 
Newfoundland. Their lordships do not doubt but your vigilance will take 
care to prevent it.

In return to what you say of the necessity of having large magazines of 
ammunition, firewood and provisions laid in at Louisbourg before winter: 
their lordships take it for granted that what necessaries the place shall want 
in the winter, which are not expected or cannot be sent timely from England, 
will be supplied from New England or some other colony of North 
America.
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The ministers here have under their consideration what rewards to bestow 
upon the general and his officers and men who have behaved so well; I hope 
the care of the widows of those who are slain will be considered. The lords 
approve of the care you have taken of the sick men of your squadron, and 
of your purchasing beds for the king's hospital at Louisbourg.

There is no power in your parts to erect a court of Admiralty, and 
therefore I am afraid no sentences given in the court you have erected will 
be legal. If you will send me the names of the persons you think best 
qualified to be appointed judge, registrar and marshall of the Vice Admiralty 
at Louisbourg, I will move the lords to order proper patents to be drawn out 
for them. It will be necessary they should write to some correspondent in 
London to solicit and attend passing their patents, and to transmit the same 
over to them.

Their lordships have sent the paragraph of your letter which related to the 
purchase of the Vigilant to the Navy Board with directions to them to con 
sider thereof. I here enclose to you an order grounded on the Navy Board's 
opinion of the best method of having her valued, which you will comply 
with.

I have also received and communicated to their lordships your letter of 
the 4th past. [They] approve of your having dismantled the Launceston of 
her cannon and ordnance stores, and sent her with some transports belong 
ing to the colonies to carry the chief officers and part of the regular troops 
from Louisbourg to France. Orders will be given for adjusting the payment 
of the freight of those transports when they arrive in England.

Your complaint of want of all kinds of naval stores is sent to the Navy 
Board, with directions to consider the best manner of supplying you.

149. Newcastle to Warren
Whitehall, 10 Aug. 1745

SIR, I received on the 20th of last month, by Capt. Montagu, yours and Mr. 
Pepperrell's joint letter of 18 June, 1 with the agreeable news of the reduction 
of the fort and town of Louisbourg and of the territory thereto belonging to 
his Majesty's obedience. I had by the same conveyance your separate letter 
of the same date [No. 119]. On the 28th, Capt. Geary arrived and brought 
me your letter of 28 June and you and Mr. PepperrelFs joint letter of 4 
July,2 with duplicates of your former dispatches.

1 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 1st series, Vol. I, pp. 48-9.
2 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 

313-15.
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I laid them all immediately before the lords justices, who had the greatest 
joy in an event which does so much honour to his Majesty's arms, and may 
be attended with such happy consequences to the trade and commerce of 
his Majesty's subjects. Their excellencies recommended it to me in a par 
ticular manner to assure you of the sense they have of your prudence, 
courage and conduct, which contributed so greatly to the success of this 
enterprise; and to which Mr. Pepperrell, in his separate letters to me, does 
ample justice.

I lost no time in transmitting copies of your dispatches to my Lord 
Harrington at Hanover to be laid before the king. I have now the pleasure to 
acquaint you that the news of the reduction of Louisbourg was received by 
his Majesty with the highest satisfaction; which, the king has commanded, 
should be signified to all the commanders and other officers (both of sea 
and land) who were instrumental therein. In consequence of which, I am to 
desire you would acquaint the officers under your command with his 
Majesty's most gracious approbation of their service upon this occasion.

It is a great satisfaction to me to acquaint you that his Majesty has 
thought fit to distinguish in a particular manner the commanders in chief in 
this operation by giving you a flag 1 (upon which promotion, as it is made in 
a manner and upon an occasion which does you so much honour, I most 
sincerely congratulate you,) and the dignity of a baronet of Great Britain to 
Mr. Pepperrell. I am to acquaint you, at the same time, that their excellen 
cies have been pleased to recommend you to his Majesty to be appointed 
governor of Louisbourg. I am persuaded you will receive your commission 
for that purpose by the next opportunity.

The lords justices had under their consideration what orders might be 
necessary to be immediately given for securing this important conquest. As 
you and Mr. Pepperrell have represented the necessity of establishing a gar 
rison of regular troops there, their excellencies have ordered two regiments 
to be sent thither immediately from Gibraltar. Orders were dispatched to 
Gibraltar on the 27th past to hold two regiments in readiness to embark 
from Cape Breton immediately upon the arrival of the transports from 
thence. We hope they may arrive at Louisbourg in good time.

Their excellencies have not yet received his Majesty's pleasure with 
regard to establishing one or more regiments of the New England forces 
now at Louisbourg, as proposed by you and Mr. Pepperrell. No time will be 
lost in settling that affair. I shall be able to acquaint you, when I have the 
next opportunity of writing, with what shall have been determined therein. 
In the meantime, you may be assured that in this consideration the greatest

'See Bedford's recommendation to Harrington, 26 July 1745; Russell, ed., 
Correspondence of John, Fourth Duke of Bedford, Vol. I, pp. 28-30.
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regard will be had to establish such a force as may be sufficient for the 
security of this important place; and, in so doing, to distinguish those 
gentlemen who have so greatly signalised themselves in the service of their 
king and country.

Their excellencies have given directions for the ammunition and stores, 
mentioned in the enclosed list (which was delivered by Capt. Geary) to be 
immediately provided by the office of ordnance and sent to Louisbourg with 
the utmost expedition. Besides the stores mentioned in Capt. Geary's list, 
there will be sent spare arms for 2,000 men and 200 wall pieces. The Board 
of Ordnance will also send two engineers to remain at Louisbourg. The com 
missioners of Victualling are directed to take care that the garrison of 
Louisbourg be forthwith supplied with a quantity of provisions sufficient for 
3,000 men for eight months.

Care will be taken to provide the warm clothing, which you represented 
to be necessary for the garrison to preserve them from the inclemency of the 
climate.

As to the manner in which the expense that may be necessary to be im 
mediately made is to be answered, the lords justices have thought proper to 
direct that for the present and till a regular establishment shall be made, bills 
should be drawn upon the Paymaster General of his Majesty's forces, the 
Treasurer of the Navy, or the Treasurer of the Ordnance, for such sums as 
shall be expended (relative to those several offices) by you and Mr. 
Pepperrell for the necessary services. [This] method you will accordingly 
observe, transmitting constant and particular accounts of the services on 
which the several expenses shall have been made.

The lords justices were glad to find that you had under consideration how 
to enter upon a treaty with the Indians in the interest of France. I am to 
recommend it to you to use your utmost endeavours to -cultivate and im 
prove the good disposition which you think they have to come into our in 
terest. Directions will be given for providing here and sending by the first 
opportunity such presents as are usually made to those people.

As to the other points mentioned in your letters, particularly establishing 
a civil government at Louisbourg, making it a free port for a certain time, 
giving a power to grant lands to such of his Majesty's subjects as should be 
willing to settle them, I can, at present, only acquaint you that they are 
under consideration and that no time will be lost in coming to a determina 
tion upon them.

I am persuaded it is unnecessary for me to recommend it to you to con 
tinue to employ the same zeal, vigilance and activity which you have already 
exerted in doing everything that shall be necessary for the security and 
preservation of Louisbourg. In Ithis] the lords justices are persuaded you
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will have the hearty concurrence and assistance of Mr. Pepperrell and of 
Gov. Shirley, who has had so great a share in forming and carrying into 
execution this enterprise.

As the perfect union and harmony which has happily subsisted between 
you and Mr. Pepperrell have so eminently contributed to the success of that 
undertaking, the lords justices have the firmest confidence that the same 
good agreement will continue between you, and that you will employ your 
endeavours for securing in the most effectual manner, the valuable acquisi 
tion that has been made by his Majesty's forces and the squadron under 
your command.

Give me leave to assure you that I shall be extremely glad to obey your 
commands, whenever it is in my power to do anything that is agreeable to 
you.

150. Warren to Fones
Canterbury, Louisbourg harbour, 20 Aug. 1745

You are hereby required and directed to proceed immediately to St. 
John's, Newfoundland. Deliver the letters on his Majesty's service which 
you will herewith receive, from Gov. Shirley and me to the commanding 
officer of that place, and to the captain of the Lark, or any other captain of 
his Majesty's ships that may be there. After you have delivered them and 
received the answers from the commanding officer and captains, you are to 
make the best of your way to this port for further orders. If there should be 
no ships of war there, you are not to wait for one, but proceed with the com 
manding officer's letters. In case of being taken, you are to take the greatest 
care to destroy your packets that they do not fall into the enemy's hands. 
For so doing this shall be your warrant.

P.S. The schooner Elizabeth, who has troops on board belonging to Lieut. 
Gen. Philipps' regiment, and ordnance stores for Newfoundland, you are to 
take under your care and protection and see her safe there.

151. Warren to John Wickham
Louisbourg, 20 Aug. 1745

SIR, Enclosed I send you a copy of a deposition sworn to before Gov. 
Shirley, which I think proper to send to you that you may be upon your 
guard lest the seven ships mentioned therein should, upon hearing of the 
reduction of this place by an accident, bend their course your way.
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I am not sure that I shall be able to spare the Princess Mary or Hector to 
convoy the trade to Europe. I think when they are ready, you [should] do it.

You will send me any intelligence you may have procured by the bearer, 
and let me know the exact time that the trade will be ready to proceed.

Since you sailed from hence some of the squadron under my command 
have brought in two East India ships and a South Seaman, the two former 
being valued at near £200,000 each, and the latter at about £400,000 and 
£330,000 in cash.

152. Warren to Clinton
Louisbourg, 21 Aug. 1745

SIR, I have now before me your excellency's favour of 31 July, 1 wherein you 
mention your having used your endeavours to prevail on your legislature to 
provide a quota of men and provisions for the defence of this garrison. I am 
well assured your zeal for his Majesty's service will always induce you to do 
what you can to support an acquisition of so much importance as this is, 
not only to the colonies in particular but to Great Britain in general.

The £5,000 you have raised, with £6,000 from Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey and what may reasonably be expected from the other colonies in 
terested in the safety of this conquest, will go a great way in the purchase of 
provisions till the king's pleasure shall be known, for which I wait with great 
impatience. I hope the answers to the general's remonstrances and mine will 
be such as the colonies cannot be displeased with, by an ample provision 
being made at home for the security of this garrison. It is impossible that the 
colonies can bear the expense of it.

Men are much wanted to relieve such as by Mr. Shirley's proclamation on 
forming the expedition think they have a right to go home, but I know how 
difficult it is to raise any in your government. I wish I could get a few for 
the Vigilant.

It is with the greatest concern I find by some of your letters that the 
enemy's privateers have annoyed the trade of the colonies, when it was not 
with any propriety in my power to send ships from this service. Surely it is a 
pity that, if the expense of a good cruiser is too much for one government to 
bear, all the colonies—Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Connecticut, and even Rhode Island—should not contribute, and keep one 
or two to protect themselves at such times as his Majesty's are employed on 
other important services. Those colonies [are] so contiguous that securing 
the trade of one by cruisers secures in great measure the whole.

As soon as possible, [I] sent ships to cruise, the Wager to Virginia and
1 Not located.
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New York. I presume she will be with you when this kisses your hand. If so, 
I have sent Capt. Forrest an order to convoy some provision vessels men 
tioned by Gov. Thomas, intended for this place, if they can join him in time 
at New York. I am in some pain for the Wager, should she meet the 36 gun 
ship, and was going to send the Mermaid round the coast of Virginia and 
New York, but upon receiving the enclosed deposition and the captains' 
opinions upon it, I shall delay sending her a little longer at least.

Gov. Shirley and his lady with Mrs. Warren are arrived and eat turtle 
with me today. I hope he will be able to keep the troops easy with regard to 
their construction of his proclamation, which assures them they should be 
only kept here till the expedition was over, which they think is now.

I have had great injustice done me in an address from the council 
representatives to Gov. Shirley, of which I flatter myself you will soon be 
convinced.

Mrs. Warren joins with me in regards to your lady, family and all friends.

P.S. You will ere this have heard of the great success that has attended me 
and my squadron in taking two East India and a South Sea ship, the latter 
alone richer than Mr. Anson's, and all in cash. My service to the chief 
[justice, James DeLancey]. Oliver [DeLancey] is arrived.

153. Warren to Wickham 
Canterbury, Louisbourg harbour, 24 Aug. 1745

Whereas I think it for his Majesty's service to keep Capt. Edwards of his 
Majesty's ship Princess Mary with me (at least for sometime longer), you 
are therefore hereby required and directed to continue with the Hector and 
Wager (whose captains will have orders from me to put themselves under 
your command) at Newfoundland until the 30 September. I You may stay] 
some days longer, if the bulk of the trade shall desire it. At [that timej you 
are to send the Hector or Wager to see the trade homeward bound to 
England in safety as far as Plymouth. Off that port you are to direct the 
commander to call for orders from the lords commissioners of the Ad 
miralty. [Should he find none, he is] to repair with such trade as shall be 
desirous of accompanying him to the Downs, and remain there till he 
received orders from the ... Admiralty.

You are yourself, either with the Hector or Wager, to take under your 
convoy the trade bound to Portugal. Having seen those safe off to their 
respective ports without going in yourself, you are to proceed to Lisbon. 
After staying ten days, you are to go away with such homeward bound
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trade as shall be ready and desirous to accompany you, and then to proceed 
with them as far as the Downs, where you are to remain till you receive 
orders from ... the lords commissioners of the Admiralty.

154. Admiralty Board to Warren
24 Aug. 1745

[We have] given orders to the captains of his Majesty's ships, whom we 
have appointed to convoy the transports with two regiments of foot from 
Gibraltar to Louisbourg. In case it shall so happen from the lateness of the 
season and contrary winds that they shall not be able to gain their passage 
thither, [they are] to repair with the transports to Boston and New England, 
or, if they cannot reach that place, to put into New York and land the forces 
there.

We do hereby acquaint you therewith, and require and direct you, if it 
shall so happen, to take proper care for the reception and subsistance of the 
said forces on shore, and for their being brought to Louisbourg as soon as 
the seas are open and the season will permit.

155. Warren to Clinton
Louisbourg, 28 Aug. 1745

SIR, All of my former letters have been of a public nature to your excellen 
cy. I now thank you for the offer of your friendship in procuring the New 
Jersey government. The success which has attended me in this conquest has 
been a great addition to my fortune and I hope would be [no] less to my 
reputation if, please God, I get home safe with the squadron. You know my 
attachment to New York. If at any time you shall think of leaving that 
government, if you will use your good offices for me to succeed you, I 
would gladly be as grateful as you can wish. 1 What I propose is to give you 
one-third of all the profits of the government while I should continue there, 
and in case Mrs. Clinton should survive you, during that time I would allow 
her £500 a year then. You will please to let me know your sentiments on this 
head, and keep it secret.

1 Warren had written to Clinton on 26 Oct. 1742, 4 I shall be glad on all occasions to be ser 
viceable to you here. As my affairs will oblige me to continue here even without a ship, I 
should be glad to make a very advantageous proposal to you, should you not think it worth 
your while to come here. This, I dare say, may be brought to maturity to your satisfaction, as 
well as mine if you approve of it. Please communicate your thoughts to me without suffering 
them to take air till a proper occasion.' George Clinton Papers, Vol. I, WLCL.
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I wait with impatience for a return to our first express to the ministry. Mr. 
Shirley is now here and I believe convinced how falsely things have been 
represented as to any difference between me and the general. [Thatj false 
representation has been the foundation of, I think, an odd address to Gov. 
Shirley, which I cannot help till that matter is set right by those concerned in 
its present[ation], with the highest indignation.

I am preparing my squadron for the execution of such orders as we may 
daily expect to receive. I am sorry we shall be obliged to carry our two In- 
diamen with us [as] Mr. Shirley differs with me in opinion [about] the 
legality of the appointment of a judge of Admiralty by Gen. Pepperrell and 
myself. I am still clear in my opinion that we might do it under the circum 
stance of our affairs here, if many of our prizes were laden with such 
necessaries as are absolutely wanted both by the troops and squadron, not 
to mention the necessity of taking the Vigilant into the king's service. This, I 
am sorry, will be a disappointment to the merchants of the colonies, for 
whose service only the captors agreed to sell one of the India ships here, for 
they are convinced they will [sell] better at home. I think they should be 
advertised of this disappointment.

The Mermaid sails tomorrow for the protection of Virginia. I have 
directed Capt. Gayton to extend his cruise as far as Sandy Hook till a ship 
[is] appointed for New York. I have sent the Hector two days ago to New 
foundland to join the Lark and guard the trade there. I should be extremely 
glad to carry all the American trade home with me, but am in doubt [about] 
the propriety of their joining me here when it is strongly suggested, even by 
affidavit before Gov. Shirley, that seven sail of French [ships] from 70 to 
80 guns [have] sailed from Brest for this place.

Mine and Mrs. Warren's compliments attend you and yours.

156. Warren and Shirley to Joseph Richardson
Louisbourg, 4 Sept. 1745

Whereas we have received certain intelligence that seven sail of French 
ships of war are coming into these seas, and may possibly make a descent 
on the garrison of Annapolis Royal, you are therefore required and directed 
to proceed without a moment's loss of time to Annapolis Royal, and deliver 
the packets you herewith receive to Gov. Mascarene. After having so done, 
you are to go to the harbour of Grand Passage, ten leagues to the westward 
of Annapolis, and remain there till the last day of September, keeping a 
good lookout for any large ships of the enemy's standing up the Bay of
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Fundy. Upon the appearance of one or more, you are immediately to dis 
patch a whaleboat, well-manned, to Annapolis to apprise Gov. iMascarene] 
thereof. [You are then] to make the best of your way with your sloop to this 
port, taking care to get clear of the enemy's ships, as your falling into their 
hands would be of the worst consequence.

When you shall send a boat with intelligence to Gov. Mascarene, you are 
to do it by means of a very discreet officer and good boat's crew, well 
armed, whom you will direct, as well as your whole company, not to men 
tion the cause of your being sent there, not talk of any French ships being 
expected into these seas. For your better keeping your message secret, you 
are not, upon your first arrival at Annapolis, to send your boat ashore, but 
to hail the garrison for a boat, and to wait on the governor in her, suffering 
no person to go on board your vessel, not any person to go out of her but 
yourself. In case any alteration of circumstances, which may make it 
necessary for Gov. Mascarene to alter these orders (which you are to show 
him) you are in that case to follow his directions. You are to continue on 
this service till the last day of this month, and then make the best of your 
way to this port.

157. William Baker to Warren
8 Sept. 1745

SIR, I write this out of the country in my way to Bath with my wife; the op 
portunity of the conveyance may be lost before my return. I would not have 
[it] pass without advising you a circumstance relating to myself and partner 
in which your [interests are concerned]. Though I do it in my own name it 
passes our company books and will be forwarded by my cousin, Mr. Samuel 
Baker, from London.

A few days ago, Mr. Stephen Theodore Janssen, a merchant bred and in 
the Italian trade, came to me (he was referred to me by Sir John Norris) to 
propose my joining with him in an application to you to be made joint 
agents for the sale of six French East India ships and their cargoes, one of 
which there is advice of being fallen into your hands at Louisbourg. [She] 
parted from five others bound to the same port, who doubtless will have the 
same fate. Mr. Janssen told me he had been with the Duke of Bedford and 
Mr. Anson of the present and some of the late board of Admiralty, who 
would recommend him to you. On his speaking to Sir John Norris, he told 
him I was your correspondent and he thought I should be spoken to also. 
Thus far Mr. Janssen's account.
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My answer was at first somewhat short, as thinking [himj somewhat im 
pertinent in the proposition, but ended in taking time to inquire and think 
about the matter, that I had a partner who ought and must be consulted. I 
then went to Sir John Norris to ask the truth of what I had heard and his 
opinion. [He] agreed as to the fact of Janssen's having been with him, and 
that he thought him a very impertinent fellow to endeavour by application 
to great folks to intrude himself into the trust and management of your par 
ticular concerns. The admiralty, he thought, could not as a board 
recommend, and the duke, he thought, would hardly interfere in an affair of 
mere private property. From Sir John Norris I went to Mr. Anson, who told 
me he had not seen Mr. Janssen. The Duke of Bedford had told him that Mr. 
Janssen had been with him to desire his recommendation to you, but wanted 
to know what it was that Mr. Janssen wanted.

Before I left Mr. Anson I convinced him of the impertinence of Mr. 
Jannsen and the impropriety of the duke's recommendation; for that in ap 
pointing agents, you could only name for yourself, which being a matter 
merely personal you ought to be left at liberty to do. To desire you to inter 
fere with your officers and men in recommending a person to their agency 
would be below the duke, who might as well recommend to the officers 
immediately as by your intervention. On the whole Mr. Anson seemed to be 
ashamed for the duke, and I believe you will hear no more of it, or if you do, 
you need not regard any recommendation at all. As to Mr. Janssen, you will 
judge his character from this story, and his consequence among the great 
ones is no more than that of a merchant who is continually running up to 
one or another of the ministers of state with news his correspondents 
abroad send him and the interruption of his business gives him time to 
dispense.

I should not have said a word about it at all, but to introduce what 
follows; that is to recommend our house of Samuel and William Baker to 
the consignment of those or any other prizes that may fall into your direc 
tion and are fit for this market. I should not have thought there had been 
any occasion for mentioning this, but when a man finds his friends and cor 
respondents likely to be attempted to be taken from him by the influence of 
the great, he must be excused for recommending himself. I heartily wish this 
report of the French Indiamen falling into your hands may be true. If so, 
they can be sold nowhere so well as in London. My advice would be for you 
to send them with the invoices (if you have them) without breaking bulk 
hither, as they may some of them be ships of great value. We think it would 
be worth the while of all concerned to put them into the hands of some 
merchants to sell them, and to draw a commission as usual between one
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merchant and another. By this means there would be a shorter account with 
less commission and fewer charges, which in a matter of so large concern is 
of great consequence. For this purpose I beg leave to offer the services of 
Samuel and William Baker.

I think we could do merchant's business as well as anybody, but in this 
particular, perhaps I could have some advantages which others might not so 
easily come at. Whatever favours are in the power of the commissioners of 
the Customs or of the Treasury with relation to the duties and entries. I think 
I have very just pretensions to ask. As much advantage in the sale of goods 
arises from the proper sorting and allotting of goods; all that I can com 
mand the doing of by the assistance of the officers of the East India Com 
pany, who are used to goods of the like kind. For these reasons, and 
forasmuch as it will be a matter of advantage to me and my cousin Baker, I 
beg leave to press you to interfere in our behalfs. To this you may add what 
I assure you is of great weight with me, that it will be a mark of that 
friendship which I pride myself in avowing there is between us.

158. Bakers to Warren
London, 10 Sept. 1745

SIR, ... Yesterday was brought us a letter from Mr. B. Whitney of Dublin. 
It came it seems by a relation of yours, a young gentleman Mr. Warren 
Johnson, whom we are to see. He purposes to make the best of his way over 
to you; wherein we are to give him the best advice we can, of which more 
hereafter. Further, the said Mr. Whitney says he expected that the purchase 
you had in view to make in Ireland might be effected between this and 
Christmas, of which he would give us timely notice to provide the money. 
We apprehend you continue to us your former order on that head, which we 
shall comply with accordingly, if not countermanded ere then.

[There] are in town many letters, importing a French Indiaman's putting 
in with you homeward bound, and that four more were under like orders to 
call there, all of which will probably have fallen into your hands. Noble 
prizes indeed! [Such] news, for your sake, we long to hear confirmed under 
your own hand.

Upon what is written as before has broken out an affair, the particulars 
whereof you will be apprised of in the enclosed from the alderman, to which 
please be referred. [We] doubt not of your inclination to prefer us to 
strangers. We beg our compliments may be made to Mrs. Warren, whom we 
presume you have with you.
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159. Newcastle to Warren
Whitehall, 11 Sept. 1745

SIR, I have not received any letters from you since I wrote to you on the 
10th past [No. 149].

Agreeable to what I then mentioned to you, you will receive by this con 
veyance his Majesty's commission appointing you to be governor of Cape 
Breton. I heartily congratulate you upon this mark of his Majesty's favour 
and confidence.

The king has been pleased to direct that two regiments should be formed 
out of the American troops to garrison Louisbourg, and to give command 
of them to Gov. Shirley and Sir William Pepperrell. 1 Besides this force, two 
regiments (as I acquainted you in my last) are ordered to be embarked for 
Louisbourg from Gibraltar. We are in hopes, although the season is now 
pretty far advanced, that the transports which are to carry these regiments 
which their convoy may be able to make their passage to Louisbourg before 
the contrary winds set in. In all events we conclude they will be able to get 
into some port of North America.

I have written to Mr. Shirley, in case they should be forced into Boston, to 
take the proper measures for providing for their subsistence until the sea 
should be open for their passage to Louisbourg. I send you enclosed a letter 
to Mr. Clinton, governor of New York, to the same effect, which you will 
transmit to him if you shall think it necessary.

160. Mascarene to Warren
Annapolis Royal, 11 Sept. 1745

SIR, I have received your kind injunction2 to correspond often with you with 
a great deal of pleasure, not only as it invites me to the discharge of my duty 
of applying to you for the succour you may afford this province in time of 
necessity, but as it affords me occasion to testify to you the great esteem 
and respect I have for you.

If Gov. Shirley, whilst at Louisbourg, has time to think of us here he may 
have communicated to you that I have at several times written to his ex 
cellency, in regard to the temper and behaviour of the French inhabitants

1 Shirley's was the 65th Foot created on 31 Aug. 1745, and Pepperrell's the 66th Foot on 1 
Sept. 1745. Both were disbanded in 1748. Many of the officers were commissioned, not 
among the Americans, but from England, giving rise to some considerable irritation in New 
England; re-established in 1755 as the 50th and 51st Foot.

2 Not located.
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who, besides our troops, are the only subjects of this province. The sub 
stance of it is that they have not joined in arms against us, but have supplied 
the enemy with provisions, cartage and all necessaries they were required to 
furnish, for which they plead force. How willingly they have submitted to 
that force is the grand difficulty to make out. I am certain it may be proved 
on a good many, if a proper time can be found for it, that excepting taking 
up arms they have too willingly assisted the enemy. I have two of these in 
habitants in irons and the wife of another in prison, but deferred their 
further trial by advice of Gov. Shirley, as well as any further prosecution by 
reason of the incumbrance this would bring, which is not consistent with our 
present circumstances.

In the meantime, these inhabitants, especially of this river, while the 
enemy was not about us have answered all my summonses for furnishing 
materials for the repairs and other necessaries, by which this fort, from a 
very ruinous condition it was in last year, is now in a tolerable one. They 
themselves have and still do work on these repairs, and since the taking of 
Louisbourg show more humble and of a better disposition to obedience than 
before. Still, the ties of religion must keep them attached to their masters. 
Nor can it be expected, as I always represented, that if they are suffered to 
remain in this province, that notwithstanding the mildest treatment, they will 
make good subjects for some generations. This, sir, has made my task not 
very easy. While I was obliged to treat them with all mildness that they 
might not have the least colour to revolt (which would certainly have oc 
casioned last year the loss of this place) at the same time I had not a suf 
ficient power to call to account those who I had reason to suspect were en 
couraging the enemy in their attempts upon this place.

Depriving the enemy of their stronghold of Louisbourg, in which you 
have borne so glorious a part, will rid us of the emissaries which that place 
poured continually amongst our inhabitants, and secure us against sudden 
land invasions. It will make this province be more thought of at home and 
bring it to be of more value to the British nation than it hitherto has been.

I forget whether I had time by Capt. Tyng to thank you for the hogshead 
of claret you were pleased to send me by him. I know you [arej of too 
generous a temper to require any more than my grateful thanks for it. 
Should I aim for more, it would not be now in my power, as we have much 
ado to procure in this river fresh provisions [for] this garrison, who have 
signed an application to me on that acount. I have sent to Minas for sheep 
and black cattle, and I have had advice from thence that Douglass has 
procured cattle to load his vessel for your port.

I have not a letter from England this year, and do not know what is 
become of the recruits intended for this part of the regiment. I am in expec-
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tation to hear from them every day, as well as from your parts, wherever his 
Majesty's service shall carry you. I wish you all health and good success.

161. Warren to Clinton
Louisbourg, 14 Sept. 1745

DEAR SIR, I wrote you a long, private letter a few days ago, since when I 
have the honour of yours of 25 Aug., 1 enclosing two for London, of which I 
shall take care. The express you sent me some time ago from Gov. Young 
was to the same purport with what you tell me, about the Virginia fleets 
having unfortunately fallen into the enemy's hands. We have retaken a 
Carolina ship, who, in her way home, fell in with seven sail of French ships 
of war (a list of them you have on the other side) near the banks of New 
foundland, bound to this place. They know nothing of the reduction of it, 
though I think as we have seen nor heard nothing of them, they must have 
fallen in with some intelligence that may have altered their schemes. The 
French prisoners tell us that this squadron was to have been joined by part 
of the Toulon ships to the number of eight or nine of the line, and they were, 
it seems, got as far as Rochefort, into which port they were forced by 
sickness. [They] were recruiting with all expedition, 3,500 men being sent 
from the adjacent ports for that purpose. So that it is very probable it was 
this last squadron that took the Virginia fleet. The other, would they come, 
we would manage very well, but we must prepare for the worst. The season 
will now put it out of their power to do anything here, and then we shall go 
home.

Le Mars 66 guns La Galatee 32 guns
Le St. Michel 64 LaRenommee 32
La Parfaite 46 L'Etourneau 32
L'Argonaute 46

I am sorry to hear the Indians are dissatisfied and that you find so much 
trouble with your assembly in the means of keeping them in our interest; it 
shows they think very little of their own. I sent your pipe of madeira to 
Jamaica, and as poor Dragon was at that time drowned, I presume it came 
to Capt. Mayne's hands. Mr. Shirley, to whose opinion I pay a high 
deference, thinks we cannot condemn our India ships here, for which I am 
very sorry.... It disappoints the gentlemen at the colony, for whose service 
the sale of one of them was intended. If that had been the case, I would with

1 Not located.
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the greatest pleasure have obeyed any commission of yours; but they must 
now go home with us, where I shall be proud to receive your commands. If 
what I mention in my last is worth your attention, I beg you will let me 
know it and you will oblige. Mrs. Warren and Oliver join in respects to you 
and all your family. I hope the addition at Greenwich 1 will be agreeable. I 
am told it comes to a greater sum than intended.

162. Shir ley to Pelham
Louisbourg, 27 Sept. 1745

SIR, Three days ago I was honoured with a letter from the Duke of New 
castle, wherein his grace informed me that the lords justices had done me 
the honour to recommend it to him to acquaint me with their great satisfac 
tion in my conduct with regard to the late expedition against this place, and 
that the account of the reduction of it was received with the highest satisfac 
tion by his Majesty....

Upon this occasion, as his grace had mentioned a regiment, I have taken 
this liberty to beg of him to recommend me to his Majesty for the command 
of Gen. Philipps' regiment, now posted at Annapolis Royal (if that is 
vacant) instead of the regiment of American troops.2 1 beg leave of you, sir, 
to permit me to engage your attention for a few minutes, whilst I observe to 
you, that when I reflect that towards the fall of last year, when his Majesty's 
service would not permit Mr. Warren (then in his Majesty's ship Launceston 
stationed at New York) to assist me in the preservation of Annapolis Royal 
from falling into the enemy's hands, by his making a short visit there (ac 
cording to my application to him for that purpose) I undertook that service 
by myself. When very soon after he (not knowing that I would employ the 
cruisers belonging to the province under my government in the protection of 
Annapolis Royal) proposed to me to send them to meet him near St. 
George's banks in order to try to intercept one of the rich French East India 
ships then in this harbour, with offers of their sharing equally with him in 
any prize. In this case I might have had a good chance for making some 
provision for my family in that part of his Majesty's service. I refused the 
offer; and employed them for the protection of his province of Nova Scotia, 
and actually saved it, by that means and the former succours which I had

1 Clinton rented one of Warren's houses at Greenwich Village, north of New York City.
2 For text of Shirley's letter to Newcastle, 27 Sept. 1745, Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of 

William Shirley, Vol. I, p. 269.
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sent to the garrison, from the enemy. When, in the beginning of this expedi 
tion I first applied to Mr. Warren for the assistance of one or more of his 
Majesty's ships under his command at Antigua, he utterly declined having 
any share therein, till he received positive orders by his Majesty's sloop 
Hind, to come to Boston without loss of time and to concert measures with 
me for the protection of Annapolis Royal and the annoyance of the French 
settlements, and his Majesty's other service in these parts.

Notwithstanding this I pushed on with the expedition, depending upon 
assistance from England, and sent away the New England forces and ship 
ping. I have ever since sustained a most complicated and difficult part in the 
support of it from New England, throughout the whole siege and ever since 
the reduction of it, in raising recruits, providing materials and supplies of all 
sorts. [Moreover I have saved] the garrison from a very dangerous spirit 
of discontent which had prevailed among the soliders, by coming here in 
person.

I say, sir, when I compare my services in respect of Nova Scotia and this 
acquisition to his Majesty's dominions with Mr. Warren's (who besides 
gaining near £70,000 sterling—the direct consequence of this expedition, 
wholly formed, set on foot and carried into execution in New England by 
myself, and into which he was forced by his orders—is immediately dis 
tinguished with a flag, a government, and as I farther hear the dignity of a 
baronet & compare the fate of his services with that of my own, which seem 
degraded below those of Mr. Warren or Sir William Pepperrell (who will 
also have doubled the value of a large estate in lands by this conquest by 
the superior marks of this Majesty's favour shown to them) I must 
acknowledge that it gives me no small concern & makes me less able to bear 
the loss of my health, which I have almost wholly destroyed in the public 
service.

What I have mentioned of my own services in respect of Nova Scotia and 
Cape Breton, compared with Mr. Warren's, is not with the least design to 
detract from the merit of his, but to do justice to my own. I have a very high 
opinion of Mr. Warren's zeal for his Majesty's service, which he follows 
with indefatigable diligence and an honest, warm heart. I had the utmost 
dependence upon him when I first determined to set the expedition on foot. 
No gentleman could have served his Majesty more faithfully and 
successfully in his situation, than he did (after he entered upon the service of 
the, expedition) or better deserves the marks of his Majesty's favour. In par 
ticular I am persuaded his being appointed governor of this place will be 
much for the security of it, and for his Majesty's service. I should not upon 
any consideration have mentioned what I have done here in a public letter; 
and I hope you will be pleased to excuse it in this.
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163. Consultation of Captains
Superbe, Louisbourg harbour, 30 Sept. 1745

Present: Rear Adm. Warren, Capts. Edwards, Brett, Hore, Durell, 
Calmady, Douglass

An express from Capt. Wickham of his Majesty's ship Lark at New 
foundland arrived here this morning, giving an account that some of the 
French squadron commanded by M. Perier (who by former advices were 
designed for this place) were put into the port of Croque on the northeast 
part of Newfoundland. 1 It [is] apprehended that port may be the appointed 
rendezvous for the rest of M. Perier's squadron, and that they may intend 
an expedition against Newfoundland or the trade there. The contents of the 
said express being taken into consideration, it was unanimously agreed that 
it would be most for his Majesty's service and the safety of Newfoundland 
and the fishery to [send] as soon as possible the [Princess Mary, Sunderland, 
Canterbury and Superbe] under the command of Capt. Edwards to New 
foundland. He may gain further intelligence [there]; and not hearing of 
them [is] to remain at St. John's till the trade for Europe shall be ready. [He 
is] then to proceed to Great Britain with such as shall be bound thither and 
to appoint a proper convoy for the Portuguese and Lisbon trade.

We are of opinion that the season is so far advanced that there is not 
much to fear here from any sea force. The better to guard against any, we 
think the Vigilant should be kept at Louisbourg some time after the sailing 
of Capt. Edwards. When the season is so far advanced as to put it out of the 
power of the enemy to make any attempt on this place, then the Vigilant 
[should] be sent to Newfoundland in order to proceed home with Capt. 
Edwards and the trade. As by our own advices we learn that a convoy with 
troops may be expected here this fall from Gibraltar, and these ships cannot 
possibly winter here, and even if they could would be useless as ships, we 
are the stronger in our opinion. We are further of opinion that a fire ship 
should be made and kept in the harbour, and also two good sailing tenders 
to be sent express to the adjacent colonies or to England upon any 
emergency.

164. Warren to Anson
Louisbourg, 2 Oct. 1745

SIR, I have the pleasure of your obliging favour of 12 Aug.2 by Capt. Rous, 
by which I find myself highly honoured upon the success that has attended

1 South of Hare Bay. 51° Ol'N 55° 50'W.
2 Not located.
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his Majesty's arms under the joint command of Gen. Pepperrell and myself. 
Lord Sandwich and you have been much my friends, and I do assure you 
it will ever be the highest satisfaction to continue in your esteem and under 
your patronage to merit, which shall ever be my constant study. Lord 
Sandwich in his letter mentions an intention to create me a baronet. 1 have 
no son; therefore if that could, without offence, be let alone I shall take it as 
a favour. I have prayed the favour of his lordship to solicit my being 
recalled from this government when the squadron shall arrive in the spring, 
for my health will not admit of my longer stay abroad, nor indeed do 1 think 
I can serve my country in any way so much to the purpose as on the ele 
ment to which I was bred, especially in time of war.

I beg your friendship earnestly in joining your good offices to Lord 
Sandwich's, that I may be gratified in my desire. Give me leave to assure 
you my request is not made from any addition to my fortune. His lordship 
[did] me the justice to solicit for this government previous to our success 
here (I mean in prizes), which has almost equalled that which you mention 
to have attended Mr. Barnett in India. This has been a severe year to the 
French ships. Some more of the latter will be returning home next summer 
and may, it is to be hoped, meet with the same fate.

My letter to the lords is so long that I need not repeat its contents to you. 
I have taken a liberty which I hope you will excuse, that is to join you and 
acquaintance and my friend Mr. Norris as my attorneys to Messrs. Samuel 
and William Baker. The two latter will take all the trouble, except that of 
your advice in laying out [in] the best funds such sums as I shall remit, in 
my name, not to be sold out without your and Mr. Norris' consent.

The captain that I now send home under Capt. Edwards' command 
carries home the South Seamen's money. They will pay 100,000 pieces of 
eight to my attorneys, and the eighth of her cargo and that of the two East 
India ships (when sold and settled) and also the Vigilant, all which you will 
please to vest in the best funds you can for my advantage. You see, sir, what 
a trouble you bring on yourself by taking me under your protection. This 
will be delivered you by a brother of my wife; if you can serve him, you will 
highly oblige me.

Capt. Durell goes home with the express. [He] can let the lords and the 
ministry into the state of this garrison and the harbour, of which he has 
taken a strict survey, and of the careening place. 1 His going home gives me 
an opportunity also of providing for Capt. Spry, who was taken in the 
Comet bomb, and whose good behaviour upon that and another occasion 
entitles him so much to their lordships' favour that I am persuaded they will 
be pleased that I have this occasion to serve.

1 This drawing is now in the British Museum: K. Top. CXIX.89, 'A Plan for Harbour and 
Fortifications of Louisbourg ...'
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Whoever of the captains serves with me again in the spring I hope will be 
gratified. I have the greatest friendship and regard for them all, and service, 
you know, is ever best carried on where a good harmony subsists. I have 
mentioned Mr. Knowles' affair to Lord Sandwich. I think I owe him no ser 
vice for his breach of friendship with me, yet I will ever do him the justice to 
acknowledge his valuable qualities, which as you justly observe are many, 
and therefore could be induced to forget the injury [Ij have received from 
him, as I do not see how or for what reason he could mean to hurt [me].

You have not owned the receipt of a long scheme I wrote to you from 
Antigua, therefore presume it miscarried. I hope that has reached you 
wherein I have told you the height of my ambition was to be governor of 
New York when Mr. Clinton can be better served. In the meantime, should 
Gov. Morris of New Jersey, who is very old, die, I should like that very well. 
I beg leave to assure you, my worthy friend, that no increase of fortune can 
alter my intention to live in the Albanies. I therefore hope for your 
friendship and Lord Sandwich's in setting me down there. You will have 
Mrs. Warren's hearty thanks for it (I mean after the war) as well as [my 
own].

165. Warren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 3 Oct. 1745

SIR, Capt. Rous arrived here the 23rd last month, by whom I received your 
letter of 9 Aug. [No. 148] with one from his grace the Duke of Newcastle, 
and the several other papers and letters in the enclosed schedule.

I beg leave to assure their lordships that the satisfaction his Majesty, the 
regency and nation in general express to have received upon the news of the 
success of his Majesty's arms under the joint command (for such it really 
was) of Gen. Pepperrell and myself gives me the greatest pleasure. The good 
harmony that has subsisted between us, as you justly observe, did greatly 
contribute thereto. As it did so to our getting possession of this important 
garrison, I make no doubt, if properly supported from home, but the con 
tinuance of that harmony will do the same in protecting it against any 
attempts that may be made upon it by his Majesty's enemies.

I flatter myself when the importance of this acquisition to our country in 
general is thoroughly considered and known, it will induce his Majesty and 
the legislature of Great Britain to put it into such a posture of defence as 
that no force of the enemy's can retake it. It is very probable that they will 
attempt it early in the spring with great vigour by sea and land, both from 
France and Canada. This makes me very impatient (as the season is far ad 
vanced) for the arrival of the two regiments from Gibraltar, and the propor-
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tion of ordnance and other stores said to be designed for this garrison. I am 
in pain for the reception those troops must necessarily meet with here, from 
the scarceness of firewood, want of barracks and other necessaries. 
However all possible care shall be taken to do the best we can for them.

As I see by the General Evening Post of 17 to 20 Aug. that Commodore 
Townsend (whose title I presume may be a mistake) sailed from Gibraltar 
on 2 Aug. for the West Indies. I am in very little hopes of the troops coming 
under his convoy, and am therefore glad the Board guard against that disap 
pointment by ordering the other convoy you mention, though much weaker. 
I hope with the greatest earnestness they will arrive here before the winter 
sets in, which is now advancing very fast in this climate.

You acquaint me their lordships have laid before the ministers the several 
propositions made by Gen. Pepperrell and myself for settling a civil govern 
ment here. That and making Louisbourg a free port, if it can be done consis 
tent with the acts of trade, for a term of years will be a certain means of 
making this a flourishing colony, and of reducing the very great and ex 
traordinary expense the government must necessarily be at, till the colony is 
well peopled, to maintain it merely as a garrison and military government. 
We really see a recent instance, by the little improvement of Nova Scotia, 
how much his Majesty's subjects dislike that kind of government.

While I am upon that subject, I cannot avoid acquainting you that while 
such a number of French are suffered to remain in [Nova Scotia], with a 
very little mixture of English (if any at all) except the garrison, it will ever be 
a thorn in our side. For the truth of this I appeal to the enclosed letters, one 
from Gov. Mascarene, the other from a papist missionary 1 there to his 
superior at Paris. Gov. Shirley, who is better acquainted with the state of 
that colony, tells me he has represented this to the ministry, and proposes to 
repeat it again. If an equivalent could be found for those French, by inter 
mixing them in some of the remotest of our colonies from the French, a 
great advantage would thereby accrue to our country, and the expense of so 
many garrisons would be taken off. That of Annapolis Royal might be trans 
planted to strengthen this or Newfoundland, for it would be useless there.

Your apprehension of an attack upon Jamaica or some of our islands 
may possibly be well-founded. An attempt to relieve this place was certainly 
intended, we find by the enclosed abstract of a French journal list of the 
squadron (who were not of that force that you conceive) and orders given 
by M. Duvivier, one of them to the officer he put in the prize that they had 
taken, [that] was afterwards retaken off this harbour. We are by the 
prisoners informed that they expected to be joined by seven or nine ships of 
the line. [They] were detached from the Toulon squadron, who in their way

1 Not located.
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to Brest to join M. Perier were forced by sickness into Rochefort, where 
3,000 seamen were, with the greatest expedition, ordered to them from the 
adjacent ports.

This intelligence alarmed us here, and we put our ships and the garrison 
in the best posture we could to receive them. I We] formed a kind of boom 
across the entrance to the harbour, and intended to have fixed some fire 
vessels upon it (for which we shall want some chains to buoy up the cables).

Gov. Shirley and I, upon this intelligence, dispatched scouts all about this 
island, to the Cape Sable shore and all the harbours on the south side of it, 
to Annapolis and Newfoundland, but could learn nothing of them. [ThisJ 
gives me [reason] to believe they must have heard of the surrender of this 
place, and altered their measures thereupon. However I cannot think it pru 
dent to send the ships home and leave this place naked, till we can learn 
what route they may have taken, or till the season shall set in so severe as to 
make it too hazardous for them to attempt anything upon this coast (which 
I believe will be about the latter end of October). I am glad their lordships 
approve of my having sent the EItham to convoy the mast ships and trade 
from New England, and hope they are safe arrived. Capt. Rous tells me he 
met them about 100 leagues from Scilly.

I sent the Hector on 24 Aug. (which was as soon as she arrived with Gov. 
Shirley from Boston) to join the Lark at Newfoundland for the protection 
of the trade. The Mermaid sailed for Virginia the 26th to protect the trade of 
that colony till further orders. The Wager is not yet arrived from Virginia 
and New York, whither I informed you I had sent her to scour those coasts 
of privateers and convoy the provisions I had sent for. The Super be arrived 
after a cruise of about six weeks in which she met nothing.

I have now with me six ships: [Superbe, Princess Mary, Sunderland, 
Canterbury, Vigilant and Chester]. Of them I propose only to keep the 
Chester to send with the Wager and Shirley in the winter to the southward, 
as directed by their lordships' order of 9 Aug. Then the two India ships (the 
South Sea ship being rotten and condemned, and the money distributed in 
the ships of war) will have a strong convoy of five 60 gun ships, which 1 
propose shall if possible join the Newfoundland trade to strengthen their 
convoy home and to Portugal.

Their lordships will be pleased to think of a ship for South Carolina, in 
stead of the Hector. She was gone from me previous to the receipt of my 
orders to send her upon that station.

Gov. Shirley was of the same opinion with you that we could not 
regularly erect a Court of Vice Admiralty, so have not condemned any 
prizes here. [We] will send you the persons' names proper for composing 
such court which will be absolutely necessary.
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The honours his Majesty has conferred upon Gen. Pepperrell, rewarding 
the officers and men that were upon this expedition, and granting the poor 
widows that were made so by it pensions (all which you inform me the 
ministry have under consideration) will have a very good effect if any future 
expedition is to be carried on where the assistance of the colonies should be 
thought necessary.

We have been and still are procuring firewood, coal and provision for the 
use of this garrison. For the expense of [these] and all others for the service 
of it, his grace the Duke of Newcastle has given me directions to draw bills 
in conjunction with Gen. Pepperrell upon the respective officers to which 
those expenses do properly belong. In order to enable the better to provide 
for the necessities of this garrison, I shall keep 100,000 dollars of my own 
particular share of the South Seaman's money for which I shall draw bills in 
the same denomination. To show my real intention to do the strictest justice 
in the execution of any trust reposed in me, I have communicated this to the 
captains of his Majesty's ships who carry home the rest of the said ship's 
money, that when my bills appear for dollars, I may be allowed what those 
are valued at. To all [this] I am appointed agent by the captors, and have 
therefore consigned it to the bank, because I apprehend some claims may be 
made which will probably put a stop to the division of at least five-eighths 
till I get home.

Herewith I send you all that can be said of the Vigilant. As the captors 
have chosen me their agent, we humbly hope his Majesty will be pleased to 
direct her being paid for in some proportion with a new ship filled and 
stored in the manner and for the time mentioned in the enclosed.

I hope the Launceston and transports are got to England, and that the 
masters of the latter are paid to their satisfaction.

I think I have now fully answered your letter. I must still continue to 
trouble you with what I think necessary for the support of this garrison, the 
expense of which will be very great till the colony shall be peopled, which 1 
am persuaded with proper encouragement may be done in a very few years. 
Let the necessary expense be what it will, I am certain this acquisition is 
capable of making our country full amends, for many reasons that I could, 
if not stinted in time, give their lordships and the ministry. What 1 
apprehend will greatly contribute to the prosperity of this acquisition and 
make it answer all the great ends of which it is capable, I shall mention in 
the shortest method I can.

As I have before said, a civil government under a man of honour and 
humanity should have a power to grant land to his Majesty's subjects upon 
proper tenures, giving the preference to those people who [somehow helped 
in reducing this place.] The poor, [assisted] in carrying on the fishery, would
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soon be able to repay any sum that should be expended. [They] would in 
time be so numerous as that the garrison, which must till then consist of at 
least 4,000-5,000 troops, may be annually reduced in proportion to the 
number of inhabitants that shall settle here.

Using this port during the war as a rendezvous for making up the trade 
from the West Indies and all America between the month of April and the 
middle of November, would secure the trade (who are now exposed under 
very insufficient convoy) by joining here and going to Europe together. His 
Majesty's ships employed on this service might, while the trade were making 
up here, cruise on the enemy about the entrance of the gulf of St. Lawrence 
and Newfoundland, to distress the French in their fishery.

The careening place may for £2,000 be made capable of heaving down 
two ships at a time, even of 70 guns. However I hope to fix it at a very small 
expense for one of 50 or 60 [guns]. If their lordships approve, they will 
please to direct the Navy Board to send careening gear by the squadron they 
design shall come here in the spring. [Such] squadron should be on this 
coast by the beginning of March and should not consist of less than twelve 
sail of the line, some of which should be of 70 guns, one fireship, two 
frigates and a sloop. If this place should not be vigorously attacked, and we 
find the Canadians who have been for some time arming are not in motion, 
[they] may most of them be employed on any other service that their 
lordships shall appoint, leaving as many as shall be necessary here.

As I thought I had finished this letter (or rather journal) I received in 
telligence from Capt. Wickham at St. John's that four of the smallest ships 
of M. Perier de Salvert's squadron were put into the harbour of Croque, 
about 90 leagues to the north of St. John's. Capt. Wickham imagined it the 
appointed rendezvous, and that the commodore with the two large ships 
may join them there (though the prisoners that escaped from the small ones 
at the above harbour say the two large ships are gone to France). However, 
to prevent as much as possible their attempting anything against that island 
or the trade, I immediately called my captains together, who came to the 
resolution I herewith send you, and hope it will be approved of.

Capt. Durell, to whom I refer [you], has taken a great deal of pains to 
make an exact survey of this garrison, harbour and careening place. His 
waiting upon their lordships in the express that carries this gives me room to 
provide for Capt. Spry, who from his gallant behaviour upon several 
occasions (which I formerly mentioned) greatly merits their lordships' 
favour.

I shall send some pilots home in the squadron to be ready for those ships 
that shall be sent out in the spring. If they are not here by the beginning of
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March, and the troops do not arrive this fall (of which I almost despair) this 
garrison will be in very great danger. Their lordships may be assured 
nothing shall be wanting in Gen. PepperrelFs and my part to defend it to the 
last extremity.

The four ships with Mr. Edwards and the two French Indiamen are very 
rich, and I presume will leave Newfoundland about the beginning of 
November.

I have now only to beg their lordships will be pleased to accept my 
humble acknowledgements for the honour they have done me in making me 
an admiral. In [that] station alone, without the addition of this government, 
I hope they will give me leave to act, and be therefore pleased to appoint 
another governor, that I may act in my own sphere with the squadron that 
shall be sent here in the spring, and return home with it. My health [is] so 
much impaired as to make it absolutely necessary that I should have 
some advice. When that is established I shall always be ready to serve dur 
ing the war wherever their lordships shall command me.

[These] ships will sail for Newfoundland in two or three days: [Princess 
Mary, Sunderland, Canterbury, Superbe, Charmante and Heron (two 
French East Indiamen).]

P.S. I send you a signal to be made by the squadron which shall come out 
here in the spring, for our better knowing them when they shall arrive off 
this port.

If they will hoist a Dutch tack at the main topgallant masthead, and a 
Spanish one at the fore, the island battery shall hoist a union flag and fire 
two guns.

You will please to observe the captains join with me in opinion that it is 
absolutely necessary to make a fireship for the defence of this garrison 
against any sea force. There [is] a prize here very fit for that purpose. I 
ordered her to be appraised by the masters, carpenters and boatswains of 
all his Majesty's ships, who valued her with her tackle and furniture at 
£1400, which I thought too much. [I] therefore got some judges of ships 
from the shore to survey her, and they valued her at £1300, which I men 
tioned to the captains as unreasonable. They have consented (though I 
really think her worth a good deal more) to take £800 for her. I shall draw 
on the Navy Board for that sum.

Please to send signal colours and several copies of the General Printed 
Sailing and Fighting Instructions, and spare naval stores, especially sails 
and standing and running rigging. Bar iron will be much wanted here for the 
use of the garrison and ships.
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166. Warren to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 3 Oct. 1745

MY LORD DUKE, I have the honour of your grace's favour dated 10 Aug., 
[No. 149] by Capt. Rous, who arrived here 23 Sept. You acknowledge the 
receipt of Gen. PepperrelFs and my joint letter by Capts. Montagu and 
Geary, which gives you an account of the happy success of his Majesty's 
arms against this place....

I have in obedience to your grace's commands acquainted the officers 
and men of the squadron with what satisfaction his Majesty received the 
news of the reduction of this garrison to his obedience. They, as well as 
myself, are highly pleased with the honour done them in his Majesty's 
approbation of their conduct. I beg your grace, when a proper opportunity 
shall offer, to pay my most dutiful thanks to his Majesty for honouring me 
with a flag, under which I hope to have an opportunity of distinguishing 
myself and of showing my zeal for his service.

Distinguishing Gen. Pepperrell, establishing some American regiments, 
rewarding the officers and men that were employed upon this expedition, 
and giving pensions to the few widows that have lost their husbands here 
will have a very good effect upon any future expeditions, where the 
assistance of the colonies shall be necessary. I beg leave to assure your 
grace if all the governments were under the influence of their respective 
governors as New England is under that of Mr. Shirley, they could do great 
things. It is a pleasure to me to concert measures with him for his Majesty's 
service, which no man can have more at heart. I am extremely glad he is to 
be rewarded for his service, since to his prudent management and well- 
timing matters our success here has been greatly owing. Indeed a con 
siderable addition to my private fortune by prizes has been the consequence 
of his scheme, which naturally lays me under further obligations to him. He 
has been here for some time, and has had a difficult task to make the 
forces easy under the promise of his proclamation, which assured them they 
should have leave to return after the expedition should be over.

I should have been very well satisfied with the honour done me in the flag 
without that of the government of this place, which you are pleased to tell 
me is intended for me. If the commission is not taken out, I beg it may not 
[be], though I look upon myself to be, by your grace's letter, obliged to stay 
here in that capacity until I have your further directions. I beg to give up the 
government to whom his Majesty shall think proper to appoint when the 
squadron intended shall arrive here in the spring, that I may act my part 
upon that element that I know most of, and where I may probably best 
serve his Majesty. As I did not expect that appointment, it lay with Mr. 
Shirley and Sir William Pepperrell to take an exact state of the garrison. I 
believe the former will transmit it to you by the express.
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I am glad the ordnance stores and troops are ordered for this place. I 
almost despair of their getting here this fall. Where they can winter, if they 
leave Gibraltar, I am at a loss to think, and am very uneasy at the weakness 
of this garrison. [It] will be in the utmost danger of falling into the enemy's 
hands if not supported by a strong squadron and those regiments by the 
beginning of March. This I have represented to the Admiralty, with many 
other circumstances of the squadron and garrison, which they will no doubt, 
if necessary, communicate to your grace.

We find it impossible to transport the inhabitants of lie St. Jean this fall 
to France, which is a part of this government and therefore within the mean 
ing of the capitulation. We have made a treaty with them to be neutral and 
to remain there during our pleasure. I hope they will be sent away next 
spring, as we see the ill consequences in Nova Scotia that attend keeping 
any of them in our territories. Indeed it would be a good thing if those now 
at Annapolis could be removed, and this I have mentioned to the Admiralty; 
I believe Mr. Shirley does [so] now to your grace.

I have now only to assure you that the harmony that has always sub 
sisted between me and the general is now grown into a strict friendship, 
which I flatter myself will always last. No breach of it, should that unfor 
tunately be the case (of which I am not in the least apprehensive) shall ever 
prejudice the king's service. We will, you may depend, in conjunction defend 
this garrison to the last extremity, should we be put to it. We hope we shall 
be supported by a squadron of ships by the time I mention and by the two 
regiments. It is certain that the Canadians are arming their militia and 
Indians, who are very numerous, and we shall not have 2,000 men in this 
garrison till the troops arrive.

My attachment to New York is such that I hope when Mr. Clinton shall 
be better provided for, your grace will do me [the] honour to think of me. If 
the government of New Jersey should in the meantime become vacant by 
the death of Gov. Morris, who is very old, I should take it as a particular 
favour if your grace would confer it on me.

I have not had a moment's time that has not been exerted for his 
Majesty's service since the commencement of the Spanish war which has so 
much impaired my blood by a scorbutic humour that the doctors advise my 
retiring for some time. I must own I should do it with great regret while the 
war with France continues.

167. Warren to Bedford
Louisbourg, 4 Oct. 1745

MY LORD DUKE, I beg leave to assure your grace nothing could have given 
me equal pleasure with that of finding my conduct during the course of the
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expedition against Louisbourg and the reduction of it approved of by your 
grace and the lords under whose direction and protection I hope to dis 
tinguish myself upon all occasions. Though I think myself highly honoured 
in his Majesty's intention to give me this government, I shall esteem it a par 
ticular favour if you will be pleased to interest his Majesty to appoint a 
properer person for this trust by the squadron that shall come here in the 
spring. 1 Give me leave to serve in the sphere in which I from my infancy 
have been bred, and in which I flatter myself I am capable of doing his 
Majesty and my country most service.

168. Warren to Pepperrell
[Louisbourg, ? Oct. 1745]

SIR, Please to let me know if you approve of 20 of the sick men in the most 
declining condition going home to Piscataqua in Capt. Brooks, and as many 
to Boston in Giddings. If you do, then the commissary should put a proper 
quantity of provisions on board for them, and the masters will provide 
water and a platform. I think all the sick should be sent in the vessels that 
are in the government's service. The doctors should send the weakest first, 
and we should see them in my opinion, for this day a man as well as I am 
had a certificate to go home.

169. Warren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 6 Oct. 1745

SIR, Since my last of the [3rd][No. 165], the Wager is arrived with some 
provision vessels from Virginia and New York. Enclosed you have the 
names of two gentlemen who Gov. Shirley desires I would recommend to be 
judge and marshall of the Court of Vice Admiralty here. I beg you will lose 
no time in soliciting my removal from this government and my return home 
for the benefit of my health, which is exceedingly impaired. When [it is] 
reestablished, I shall ever be ready to serve upon all occasions. Mr. Lloyd is 
just now arrived and very well recovered. I will desire him to write by this 
opportunity.

I agreed with the vessel I now send for £250, and the master runs the risk 
of insurance himself. It would be a great satisfaction to me to have her sent

. 1 Bedford's reply, accepting Warren's resignation, was dated 30 Oct. 1745. For text see 
Russell, ed., Correspondence of John, Fourth Duke of Bedford, Vol. I, pp. 54-5.
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out immediately with any orders you may have to send, as [she] can come 
upon this coast even in February. I beg by her you will let me know if a 
governor will be appointed. I refer you to Capt. Durell.

P.S. John Choate to be judge at the Admiralty, Mr. John Cluckenbrink to 
be marshall, Mr. Benjamin Green [to be] registrar.

170. Warren to Navy Board
Louisbourg, 11 Oct. 1745

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, Since my first arrival upon the expedition 
against Louisbourg, which I thank God has been brought to a happy con 
clusion, I have employed Mr. Charles Apthorp, agent to the contractor for 
victualling his Majesty's ships at New England and a merchant of very good 
repute, to supply me with all such stores as were absolutely necessary for 
the squadron under my command. I am now appointed governor of this 
place and rear admiral of the blue squadron, as well as commander in chief 
of the ships on these seas. I shall continue to employ him, and have directed 
him to draw bills on your Board for such naval stores as I have or may 
direct him to purchase, sending you the accounts properly vouched. I can be 
answerable for his integrity in the just and faithful execution of this com 
mission. I hope you will be pleased to honour his drafts. Proper receipts for 
such stores as he has or shall purchase shall in due time be transmitted to 
you. I beg you will do me the justice to assure yourselves that I shall use my 
utmost endeavours that everything shall be transacted for his Majesty's ser 
vice with all possible frugality. I therefore hope you will dispense with some 
of the forms of your office, if not so strictly complied with upon this occa 
sion as you expect they should be upon all others, where regularity can be 
better observed than it was possible or is yet under my present situation..

P.S. I have acquainted the lords of Admiralty that the careening wharf in 
this port may be made fit to receive and careen ships of 70 guns two at a 
time. It will be absolutely necessary to have at least a conveniency for heav 
ing down one ship at a time. I hope I shall receive their directions on that 
head, and careening gear by the squadron intended here in the spring, and 
chains which I have also [written] for to buoy up with vessels a boom in 
tended to cross the entrance of the harbour. There should also be three large 
cables and anchors besides those which I have directed four of the squadron 
to leave here. This would effectually secure this garrison from being at 
tacked by any sea force.
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171. Warren to Clinton
Louisbourg, 11 Oct. 1745

DEAR SIR, I am honoured with the favours of 13 and 17 Sept. 1 I find you 
are going to Albany, where I dare say you will be able to convince the 
Indians how much they are imposed upon by the fallacy of the French, who 
will leave no stone unturned to give them an ill impression of us. I think it 
will be no bad policy to give out that your scheme of going to the Indians is 
to lay the plan for attacking Canada in the spring. That may prevent their 
making any attempt on us here till we are in such a situation as to support 
ourselves against them.

You will have heard that I am appointed rear admiral of the blue and 
governor of this colony, with the same sea command that I had before. I 
have orders to send such of the squadron under my command as they have 
thought proper should remain abroad (which consist of only the Vigilant, 
Chester, Wager, Mermaid at Virginia, and the Shirley snow) to cruise to the 
southward during the winter months and to return to me here early in the 
spring. The Princess Mary, Capt. Edwards ... [with your free freight on 
board], sailed yesterday with the Sunder land, Canterbury, Superbe and two 
India ships for Newfoundland. I hurried them away upon receiving certain 
intelligence that three ships of the squadron intended for the relief of this 
place were put into the harbour on the northeast part of Newfoundland. If 
they do not meet the French ships, they will strengthen the convoy home.

With regard to your proposals about the government at New York, I 
think the sum you mention a great deal too much, especially if I have to give 
up my half pay of an admiral, which will be daily growing. This is a more 
profitable government than yours, yet I have it and the command of a 
squadron at the same time. I have in the most earnest manner solicited all 
my friends to be recalled next spring, and it is the greatest disappointment to 
me to be kept here this winter. I should be extremely glad to have it in my 
power to retire to New York, where I flatter myself I should be very happy 
as a private gentleman while you remain our governor, but while the war 
lasts, I fear I cannot hope for that satisfaction. I am very sorry to find the 
town is so sickly. Poor Mrs. Warren and I are under the greatest concern 
for our poor brother Stephen [DeLancey]. I hope Master [Henry] Clinton is 
recovered, and that the weather will restore health to the town. Gov. Shirley 
is here and will leave us soon. Oliver is gone in an express to England. Mrs. 
Warren joins with me in regards to you and Mrs. Clinton. If this reaches 
you at Albany, please to make my compliments to all my friends there, and 
to call on Berry and Wendell, and to the Mohawk Indians—I am a little

1 Not located.
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known to them. I hope they will assist us against Canada. In my amphibious 
situation I have too much to do that I hope you will pardon this long, 
inaccurate scrawl.

P.S. Two of the youngest regiments are ordered here from Gibraltar, but I 
fear we shall not see them this fall.

172. Warren to Navy Board
Louisbourg, 19 Oct. 1745

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, Upon a consultation held with the captains of 
his Majesty's ships under my command before they sailed, it was resolved 
that a fireship, to be placed upon the boom that I had fixed across the 
entrance of this harbour, would be of very great consequence, in case of any 
attack by sea. There being a prize ship here proper for that purpose, 1 
ordered her to be surveyed and justly appraised both by the masters and 
carpenters of the squadron and afterwards by some judges of vessels from 
the shore. Copies of both appraisals I herewith send you. Though the ship 
was by the lowest appraised at £1,300, yet the captains whose prize she was 
agreed to let the government have her for £800. For [this] sum I have now 
drawn on your board, and have acquainted the Admiralty therewith.

I have been under a necessity to appoint a storekeeper to look after the 
naval stores and provisions, of which I hope you will approve.

P.S. Pursuant to their lordships' direction to me of 9 Aug. last to purchase 
the Shirley frigate and to commission her for his Majesty, and to draw on 
your board for her cost, I have drawn on you of this date in favour of Mr. 
John Jones, merchant in Boston, an order for £3,300. [This] with £200 
received by him in England, is the full cost of the stores, hull and other ap 
purtenances of the said vessel, as will appear by the copy of the appraisal 
which you will receive with the said bills.

I will send you the copy of the appraisal of the Louisbourg fireship in my 
next, it being at present mislaid.

I have hired the Norfolk Palarcha of 120 tons of Mr. Middleton 1 to carry 
home some French inhabitants of this place. I beg you will settle with him to 
his satisfaction in the same manner you did with those who carried the other 
French people within the capitulation at the surrender of this garrison.

I have ordered masts at Boston for a 60 and 40 gun ship. If they should 
not be wanted here, they may be sent for his Majesty's service wherever you

1 Alexander Middleton for this service was paid £250, PRO, ADM/20/199, bill No. 2149, 
entry No. 1080.
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please to direct. I have ordered the gentlemen to draw bills for them and to 
send you proper vouchers. I must repeat my desire that you will send 
careening gear by the first opportunity, as I shall make the place at least 
convenient for heaving down one ship at a time.

173. Bakers to Warren
London, 19 Oct. 1745

SIR, Herewith you have triplicates of what we wrote you by Capt. Rous on 
1 and 9 Aug. [Nos. 143-144], also [duplicate] of what we wrote you 10 
ultimo [No. 158], with one of the same date from our William Baker, all 
which we confirm. We believe you will have them by this same conveyance 
of the Kinsale man of war, Capt. Lofting, who has long been intended for 
this voyage. The present rebellion and fear of a descent from France have 
made it necessary to employ all our shipping in our immediate defence, so 
that we are uncertain if Capt. Lofting may have had those letters which we 
then sent to him into the Downs, he having been then out on a cruise.

Your nephew Mr. Warren Peter Johnson will bring you this. He sets out 
on Monday for Portsmouth, having an order from Mr. Corbett of the Ad 
miralty to be taken a passenger on board the Kinsale\ we heartily wish you 
well to meet each other. He is a pretty, modest young gentleman and we 
doubt not will be a credit and in future a service to you. As our William 
Baker has been these two months shifting house, he had not the opportunity 
of accommodating the young gentleman as he had wished, having had 
scarce a bed or chair for accommodation of anybody. He carried Mr. 
Johnson up to Sir John Norris, but without success.

Everybody and everything has been of late in great confusion. People 
now begin to be in spirits since we have got our best officers and the 
greatest part of our army home, so that we hope and believe the rebels will 
be soon dispersed. In the meantime the great suppression of the stocks 
removes but slowly. But everybody in England appears in general (with 
reality too) to be very loyal.

Enclosed herewith you have a commission to be governor of the island of 
Cape Breton and of the town and fortress of Louisbourg and the territories 
thereunto belonging, on which we beg leave to congratulate you. We have 
paid the fees of passing it. We most heartily wish you honour and success in 
the command, and a continuance of it equal to your wishes....

We know your time is extremely taken up with public matters and dis 
patches for the respective offices and great men, yet perhaps it would not be 
inexpedient to advise your friends of your progress and transactions. This
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might be done by your secretary or other person whom you might think fit 
to confide in. We mention it now because many things are enquired of us 
which we are perfectly in the dark about. For instance, there are reports of 
your disagreement with Mr. Pepperrell and Mr. Shirley as to the govern 
ment affairs, which, as we know nothing about, we can neither justify nor 
deny.

We have been much enquired of by the ministry gentlemen what you in 
tend to do with the East India and South Sea ships that have fallen into your 
hands, because the destination of prizes of such value is of great national 
moment (we mean where they are disposed of). The [East] India Company 
also are inquisitive what they are to expect of the sale of your prizes, for 
first or last much the greatest part of them must come to Europe. One we 
know has more pepper in her than all America will consume in thirty years, 
and their piece goods are quite unsuitable as well as abundantly too much 
for American markets. You will pardon us for this freedom, but believe it is 
an earnest desire to serve you that induces us to be thus anxious for infor 
mation of what relates to your affairs....

174. Corbett to Warren
30 Oct. 1745

SIR, I am, by this opportunity of the Kinsale's being appointed to convoy 
the ships with provisions and stores for the island of Cape Breton, to own 
the receipt of your letter of 8 Aug. [No. 147], with a duplicate of yours of 
the 1st of the same month [No. 142] and a triplicate of that of 25 July [No. 
140] (the originals being not yet come to hand). All [these] have been com 
municated to my lords commissioners of the Admiralty. [They] have great 
satisfaction in finding your zeal and care for the settlement as well as 
maintenance of Cape Breton (which carries so advantageous a prospect to 
all the rest of the colonies of North America in particular, as well as to his 
Majesty's dominions in general) so well rewarded by the valuable prizes 
which have fallen into your hands, and of which their lordships wish you 
joy. Herewith I send you duplicates of what orders or letters were sent you 
by the Dover, fearing the two regiments from Gibraltar will not come to you 
this winter.

The accounts you have had of Commodore Barnett's success are very 
near true. He has taken three French East India ships, one French man of 
war and a Manila ship. The two South Sea ships which you mention to have 
been taken off Newfoundland were taken by the Prince Frederick and 
Duke, two privateers belonging to London.
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The Eltham is arrived safely with the trade, and the Launceston has 
delivered her prisoners in France, and is put into Ireland by bad weather. 
Most of the transports which you employed in transporting part of the 
stores from Cape Breton are likewise arrived in England. The L'Aigle and 
St. Dominique, privateers, are detained at Rochefort on account of a com 
plaint of the violation of the articles of capitulation at Louisbourg, as you 
will find by another letter which goes by this conveyance.

Their lordships sent out his Majesty's ship the Dover from England the 
12th of last month with empty transports to take on board two regiments of 
foot at Gibraltar. [She], with another man of war ordered to be ready at 
that place against their arrival, is to carry them on to Louisbourg, or in case 
of not gaining their passage thither (which their lordships much doubt of) to 
repair to Boston or New York.

Their lordships have received advice that the Mars, Renommee, St. 
Michel, three of the squadron mentioned in my letter of 9 Aug. to have 
sailed on 1 July for the relief of Louisbourg, having got intelligence of your 
success of that place are returned to Brest, the latter very much shattered. 
The remainder of that squadron, when they were near the coast, separated 
from the rest and went to Newfoundland.

They have also advice of a squadron of 9 French men of war, consisting 
of the Invincible of 74 guns and the [Soleil Royal] of 80, the rest from 50 to 
24 guns, under the command of one McNamara, having sailed from 
Rochefort on 26 Aug. with 200 sail of merchant ships under their care, sup 
posed to be bound for America.

Their lordships very much approve of your having solicited the governors 
of North America to fit out vessels for their protection during the absence 
of the men at war. The wicked rebellion in Scotland, with other necessary 
services, makes full employment for his Majesty's ships. However their 
lordships will have a due attention to the protection of the colonies of North 
America, and to sending you such a force early in the spring as they hope 
will enable you to defend your conquest at Cape Breton from any attempts 
to dispossess you of it.

In return to what you mention of having drawn upon the Treasury for 
money to pay for materials and workmen employed in the repairs of the 
garrison, I am only to acquaint you that the Ordnance is the proper office to 
correspond with on that head.

The paragraph of your letter which relates to furnishing the soldiers with 
warm clothing in the winter, and allowing them firewood and spirituous li 
quors, and supplying them with provisions in the same manner as those in 
garrison at Gibraltar, is sent to the Duke of Newcastle. As his Majesty has 
been pleased to appoint you governor of Cape Breton, you will no doubt
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correspond with his grace upon everything you judge for the advantage of 
that new settlement. You will receive his Majesty's instructions on any 
proposals you have to offer thereupon.

As to your request of having some respite ashore on account of your ill 
health; their lordships do heartily wish that your stay ashore this winter will 
be a means to recover [from] all your complaints and reestablish you in 
good health.

Their lordships are pleased with the character you have given of the 
behaviour of all the captains under your command, which will always be 
remembered to their advantage.

I have only to desire that you will, with your further letters, send hither a 
particular state of the ships under your command, with their commanders' 
names and present disposition. It contributes to the more regular keeping 
[of] the general account of his Majesty's ships employed in sea pay.

175. Corbett to Warren
1 Nov. 1745

SIR, The lords commissioners of the Admiralty [are] apprehensive that the 
measures they had taken to send two regiments of foot from Gibraltar to 
Louisbourg, and also other supplies of ordnance and other stores from 
hence, by the lateness of the season may be rendered fruitless, and the said 
forces and stores not be able to get thither this winter. There [is] just cause 
to apprehend that the French will attack the said place both from France 
and Canada very early in the spring. In order, therefore, to provide for the 
safety of the said place as much as possible, their lordships have sent orders 
to Vice Adm. Townsend to repair either from Barbados, the Leeward 
Islands or Jamaica (at whichever of those places he happens to be) with a 
squadron of his Majesty's ships under his command, to the defence and 
protection of the town and fortress of Louisbourg. [He is] to take care to be 
there by the beginning of March (which you have represented to be 
necessary) and, taking such of his Majesty's ships as he finds there under 
his command, to use his utmost endeavours in conjunction with you and 
Gen. Pepperrell, and also with Gov. Shirley if he is there, for repairing and 
strengthening the fortifications of the said place and for putting it into the 
best condition of defence to resist any attempts that the enemy may form 
against it.

Enclosed you will receive an order for putting yourself under the com 
mand of Mr. Townsend while he remains in your parts. I am at the same 
time to assure you that a reinforcement of ships will be sent out to



184 OCCUPATION OF LOUISBOURG

Louisbourg early in the spring. Orders will be sent by them to recall Vice 
Adm. Townsend home to England, or yourself if you choose it.

176. Samuel Baker to Warren
London, 2 Nov. 1745

SIR, we have already written you by this conveyance of the Kinsale, by your 
nephew Mr. W. P. Johnson who goes as passenger in her. This we send 
down to Portsmouth to go there, also to acknowledge the receipt of your 
favours of 17, 20, and 26th, written at Boston, and 2 and 6 Oct., 1 by your 
brother Mr. O. DeLancey. In the former we note your further success in 
having taken a South Seaman and two French Indiamen, on which we hear 
tily congratulate you. In the other we observe your order for £7,500 in 
surance on each of the said Indiamen, which ships we see were intended 
here.

Now as to the said order for insurance, we find by other letters from you, 
we are [asked] to advise with Mr. O. DeLancey concerning it, which we 
have done accordingly. But £8,000 is done on him, to wit: £4,500 on the 
Charmante and £3,500 on the Heron ... because so high a premium as 8% 
is insisted on. [This] insurance of £8,000 as above costs you ... £680 9s. 
You are debited a further £770 4s 6d the cost of the £14,000 insurance ... 
on bullion in the four men of war, viz: Superbe, Canterbury, Sunder land 
and Princess Mary, in equal proportions.2 In case one of your said men of 
war shall not proceed to London or Portsmouth from Newfoundland, then 
the risks [will] be on the other three ships in equal proportions. Thus far we 
[have advanced]; and shall do more when Mr. DeLancey thinks fit.

We see whom you have joined with us as attorneys [Adm. Anson and 
John Norris] in your affairs, with whom we shall consult in all transactions 
and do the best for your interests. We are much obliged to you [for] so 
strongly recommending us to all the captains, which no doubt will have a 
good effect. [Your] brother[-in-law] Oliver, for whom we have the greatest 
esteem, we think should share in the agency....

We take notice that Mrs. Warren was with you; [and that] you would 
bring [her] over, when you come home. We apprehend that cannot happen 
soon, now [that] you have a commission [as] governor. We pray [convey] 
our compliments to her; and should rejoice much to see her again. Mrs. 
Baker of Tottenham had the pleasure of writing her a few lines by your

1 None of these letters have been located.
2 Details of the bullion they carried is found in the receipts they gave Warren before sailing 

from Louisbourg, 4 Oct. 1745, Warren Papers, Vol. I, WLCL.
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nephew. Our William Baker is at present absent. At his return he will write 
to you about soliciting your return home next summer.

177. Willard to Warren
Boston, 2 Nov. 1745

SIR, The ready disposition you have always shown to promote the interest 
of his Majesty's subjects, makes us to rely upon your friendly offices in 
every instance when the circumstances of the province shall require it and 
you shall judge it consistent with his Majesty's service. Therefore we take 
the liberty to offer the following things to your consideration.

The constant supplies of seamen of his Majesty's ships, which have come 
for that purpose to this province, since the beginning of the present war, 
rendered it extremely difficult to man the vessels that were employed in the 
late expedition. The country now is so drained that not only the trading 
vessels lie laden without any prospect of men to navigate them, but our tran 
sports with clothing, provisions and other stores for the service of the gar 
rison and fortress of Louisbourg are detained here for no other reason but 
because sailors cannot on any terms be procured.

His Majesty's ship Bien Aime, Capt. Parish commander, has lately taken 
a considerable number of men from us. Not only coasters & fishermen have 
been impressed by him, but also several of those who have served in the ex 
pedition, contrary to the promises made them by this government, and to 
the orders you caused to be published to the commanders of the ships in 
your squadron.

This proceeding has struck such a terror into those people, who have been 
employed in coasting, that while a man of war lies in the harbour impressing 
men, nobody will venture to bring provisions & fuel by water, for the supply 
of the town of Boston, since no assurances are a security from the press. 
We are in danger of continuing a long time in this distressed state, for his 
Majesty's ships the Wager and Shirley frigate are both of them now in this 
port in order to press men into the service. The former wants upwards of 50 
men, & the latter her whole complement, as those she brought in must 
(agreeable to the proclamation by which they were encouraged to enlist) be 
now discharged. Should these ships remain here impressing for three 
months together, it is not probable a sufficient number of foreign vessels 
will arrive to man them. During this time many of the inhabitants of the 
principal town in the province must be in danger of perishing for want of the 
necessaries of life.

There is no want of disposition in the people of this government to
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promote his Majesty's service. Their exerting themselves in the late expedi 
tion will be a lasting proof of it. But we apprehend it very unequal that when 
we have thus distinguished ourselves, & when so many men have been taken 
from this province to man his Majesty's ships, & several hundred seamen 
have been constantly employed in the vessels of war maintained by this 
province (no man of war having been stationed here by his Majesty for 
many years past). At the same time the other governments on the continent 
are in a great measure free from these burdens. The seamen who escape 
from the press here flee to Rhode Island, and are an advantage to the trade 
of that place. As they are now there in great numbers, his Majesty's ships 
may be more easily manned in that government, and his subjects will more 
equally share in the burden of the war. Your regard to these circumstances 
will greatly oblige the inhabitants of this province.

In the name and by the order of the great and general court or assembly 
of the province of the Massachusetts Bay.

178. Warren to Corbett 1
Louisbourg, 23 Nov. 1745

SIR, I hope my letter of 3 Oct. [No. 165] by an express in which Capt. 
Durell sailed the 8th, or the duplicate sent by Capt. Edwards at the same 
time, will reach your hands. I have now only to refer you to them, and to 
mention what has occurred and appears to me necessary for their lordships' 
information from that time.

Since the receipt of his grace the Duke of Newcastle's letter, acquainting 
me of his Majesty's gracious intention to appoint me governor of this im 
portant conquest, Gen. Pepperrell and myself have been continually 
employed in putting the garrison in the best posture of defence that we 
possibly can. Gov. Shirley, who has been here for some time but will leave 
us shortly, has been pacifying the troops, who are very uneasy that they 
cannot return home agreeable to their own absurd construction of his 
proclamation upon their first enlistment for this expedition. [This] 
proclamation declares that they should be dismissed as soon as the expedi 
tion should be over. Surely it cannot be looked upon in that light till his 
Majesty garrisons this fortress with his own troops, and forms a proper 
establishment for its support.

1 Warren's letters to Corbett, Anson and Newcastle of 23 Nov. 1745 iNos. 178, 179, 1801 
were carried to England in the brig. Mary Ann, owned by Oliver DeLancey, for which service 
he received £250. See bill No. 721, entry 335, 14 Feb. 1745/6, PRO, ADM/20/199.
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The forces, by sickness and a number of them gone home, are now 
reduced to about 2,000 men, and near a third of them sick. Unless the 
troops from Gibraltar arrive (which is very improbable, the season being 
very far advanced) this garrison will be extremely weak, if the enemy should 
make any attempt on it during the winter or earlier in the spring than suc 
cours may be hoped for to our support (which in my former letter, I in 
formed you should be here the beginning of March).

The weak state of the garrison has induced me to alter my resolution of 
sending the Vigilant (at least till the arrival of some ships) from hence, as 1 
find it absolutely necessary to keep her here, as well to prevent desertion in 
the troops as to strengthen the garrison.

I have sent the Wager to Boston to clean, with orders to cruise to the 
southward and be with me the beginning of March, and have sent orders to 
the same purpose to the ship at Virginia.

I have, in obedience to their lordships' directions, purchased the Shirley 
frigate for her appraisal of £3,500, and appointed Capt. Rous to command 
her. She is also gone to Boston to clean, and is to return if possible to me 
hither. I propose to send her with the Chester who is now with me to cruise 
to the southward during the winter months. They all are or shall be directed 
to be with rne here by 10 March at farthest. By [that] time, as they will be 
foul, I hope to have a convenience to clean one ship at a time. If you please, 
direct the Navy Board to send out proper careening gear. I have bespoken 
crabs for that purpose already in New England, to be sent here as soon as 
may be in the spring, of which I hope their lordships will approve.

[I have] fixed and commissioned a fireship, agreeable to the opinion of 
my captains, to be placed upon the boom I propose for the entrance of the 
harbour. I took out the spare anchors and cables of the ships that went 
home [for her], and two cannon of 24 pound shot from each to make good 
our batteries. This boom, when properly laid, will be a very great addition to 
the security of this place against any naval attack but to make it complete, 
the cables should be large, and chains to buoy it up with vessels upon any 
alarm should be sent from home.

The very great expense that I foresee this garrison must necessarily be to 
the government gives me great concern lest it should bring me under the im 
putation of being lavish of the public money. I beg their lordships will be 
assured that all the disbursements that shall be made here, both for the gar 
rison and squadron, shall be done with the utmost justice and frugality.

I observe in one of yours you inform me that their lordships had directed 
the commissioners of victualling to send out eight months' beef and pork for 
3,000 men. I believe, for the future, it will come cheaper to the government 
to have all kinds of provisions for this garrison supplied by the neighbouring
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colonies. If so it will be proper to advise the commanding officer here of 
their lordships' approbation of this method.

It will be impossible, till a regular establishment shall be formed, for all 
the expenses of this garrison to keep within any rule but that of strict justice, 
both to the government and people.

I just now received intelligence that I think may be relied on that a sloop 
which carried the officer and twenty soldiers from lie St. Jean to Canada 
soon after the reduction of this garrison is returned again to that island, and 
that a scheme is on foot at Canada to send 6,000 French and Indians to 
surprise this garrison this winter. What the consequence of this may be, time 
must show, but we shall be upon our guard. I have sent a sloop round this 
island to procure intelligence.

A great inducement to me to believe this intelligence is that one of the 
chief inhabitants of lie St. Jean (who we keep here as a hostage for the 
neutrality and good behaviour of the rest, as we could not transport them to 
France this fall) did, upon my asking him whether they had any news lately 
from Canada, tell me no vessel had arrived from thence to lie St. Jean this 
year. Upon my taxing him closely with this falsehood, he acknowledged the 
arrival of the said sloop, and that the governor of Canada had approved of 
their entering into a neutrality with us—no doubt in hopes to give him an 
opportunity to make use of those people when proper occasion shall offer. 
This shows what little confidence should be put in those people.

If the regular troops arrive, I think we shall be in no danger, for I believe 
it will be impossible for the Canadians to bring any heavy artillery with 
them should they make an attempt upon us this winter. In order to keep the 
garrison in the best posture I can (which is, as I told you, very weak and 
sickly) I propose to keep the Chester and Vigilant here till some of the 
transports or their convoy shall arrive. Before this intelligence I intended to 
have kept only the Vigilant and sent the Chester as directed to cruise during 
the winter months to the southward, for the protection of his Majesty's 
subjects and destruction of his enemies.

To prevent splitting upon the same rock the French did, we have resolved 
to dismantle the grand battery of all its heavy cannon during the winter 
months, that if the enemy (who cannot, I think, bring cannon with them in 
that season) should happen to get possession of that battery, the town, 
island battery, and ships in the northeast harbour may soon drive them out 
of it. It will be as tenable for our people against anything but shipping 
without the heavy cannon, which face only the entrance of the harbour and 
town, as with them. This you will perceive by the plan of this place formerly 
sent you.

I sent a tender some time ago to Newfoundland for men for the Vigilant.
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She has brought 47, and letters from Mr. Edwards at Aquaforte harbour, 
dated 19 and 20 Oct. 1 [He] informs me of his being well there in the 
Princess Mary with the Sunderland, Canterbury and Superbe and the two 
French East Indiamen mentioned in my former. He found the port so com 
modious for making up the trade, that he had sent to St. John's for the Lark 
and Hector to join him there with the trade. He expected to sail the latter 
end of last or beginning of this month. I hope he will be safe arrived in 
England ere this reaches you.

The Triton, one of the French East India ships expected here, has not yet 
made her appearance. I therefore hope she has fallen to the lot of somebody 
else. Mr. Edwards likewise informs me that he has heard nothing of the 
three French men of war, which I formerly told you had put into the 
northeast part of Newfoundland. [He] therefore believes they are returned 
to France.

By the letters which we intercepted in the South Seaman, I have found 
that the three others expected home next year, of which I gave you an ac 
count in my last, were under the same orders to touch for refreshments if 
necessary at Martinique or this place. I shall acquaint Mr. Lee therewith, 
that he may keep a good lookout for them off that island at the proper time, 
it being probable they will, before their departure from the South Seas, hear 
of the reduction of this place.

I am just now upon the recovery from a touch of the epidemical dis 
temper that has carried off numbers of our people. What with that, and the 
scorbutic disorder that remains full about me, I am under a necessity of 
repeating my former request to be recalled and to have some short respite at 
Bath. [This] my physicians inform me, will be the most probable if not the 
only means of reestablishing my health, which, when done, their lordships 
shall find me ready and willing to serve where they shall think proper. If by 
any necessity I should be kept here with the squadron next spring for the 
support of this place, which I have extremely at heart, I hope as his Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to confer the honour of this government upon 
me that I shall not be superseded as such till my departure from these seas. 
Then I shall give it up without any reluctance, if a man of honour and 
humanity succeeds me, upon which the welfare and prosperity of this 
valuable acquisition will greatly, if not entirely, depend. I have taken the 
liberty to mention this to his grace the Duke of Newcastle.

I have only now to beg their lordships' pardon for trespassing so long on 
their time, and to assure them that my highest ambition has and shall ever 
be to act in such manner as that my conduct shall merit their lordships' 
favour and esteem.

1 Not located.
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I cannot conclude without repeating in the most earnest manner my un 
easiness at the weak state of this garrison, especially as I find the sickness 
with which we are visited has not abated upon the approach of the cold 
weather. I am told by the French (some of the first settlers here) that Ithey 
were] for some time after they came very sickly, but afterwards always ex 
tremely healthy. This I think worthy of their lordships' consideration, to 
which I shall always with pleasure submit.

Gov. Shirley and I have sent some captive Indians to consult with those 
of Nova Scotia upon the terms of a peace which they themselves have 
proposed. I dare hope this step will have a good effect, especially as I have 
the assurances of the Duke of Newcastle that proper presents may be 
expected from England for those people.

The following is a paragraph which I have just now seen in the Boston 
Weekly Journal of 22 Oct., which has given me great pleasure, viz:

"On the 20th instant, in the evening the commissioners appointed by the 
province returned from Albany, and we are informed that the Indians of 
the Six Nations have very readily renewed their covenant with the several 
governments that treated with them; that the jealousies that were raised 
among these nations the last winter are entirely removed; that they have 
taken the hatchet against the French and Indian enemy, and only wait till 
the governor of New York shall order them to make use of it."

This is a happy event for the colonies in general.
Though my ill state of health makes my application to their lordships to 

be recalled absolutely necessary, I hope they will pardon me for giving them 
my opinion. No person can be so proper for this government during the war 
or till the colony is well settled than a sea officer, commanding at the same 
time the squadron that shall be employed in these seas. By [these] means he 
will have it so much in his power to distress the French, both in their fish 
and fur trade, as to make it impossible for them to supply the Indians or 
even their own people with European goods, without which neither of them 
can subsist. The former will be under a necessity of at least making a peace 
with us, if not coming wholly over to our interest, and the country in general 
made by this means useless to France. Many other circumstances too 
tedious for their lordships might be mentioned in favour of my opinion.

Lieut. Holburn, who is a very good officer and commanded the Vigilant 
for some time by an order from me, waits on their lordships with this 
express, and carries with him a very correct draft of the river St. Lawrence.

In a few days we shall send two vessels away to France with about 120 of
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the inhabitants of this place, agreeable to the capitulation. [They] will no 
doubt give an exact account of the weak state of this garrison and of the 
number of people that die, which are generally from eight to fourteen a day. 
God only knows, if this sickness should continue (which I am assured is 
partly owing to the want of necessaries) who among us will survive till next 
spring.

This may encourage the French to make an early and vigorous push to 
regain so valuable a possession. I think it proper to apprise your grace fully 
of this situation, lest we should be disappointed in the troops and ships from 
Gibraltar intended for our support.

I shall use my endeavours in conjunction with Gov. Shirley, with all the 
colonies, to send us succours as early as may be in the spring. There can be 
no great dependence upon them, especially if the sickness should not abate.

We find we can put no confidence in these French who we thought 
absolutely necessary to suffer at their own request to remain on their 
possessions hitherto in order to supply the garrison with wood, &ca. We 
have issued out orders for them (who consist of 287 men, women and 
children) besides the 120 before mentioned, to come immediately into the 
garrison, We shall send them to France as soon as possible. Though we may 
suffer a little by this in the article of firewood next year, yet the danger of 
their giving intelligence to our enemies makes it appear more eligible for us 
to suffer in that point rather than hazard the other.

In your former letter, you acquainted me the ministry had under con 
sideration giving pensions to the poor widows who lost their husbands on 
this expedition. I hope that point is settled, as nothing will be a greater 
encouragement to any future undertakings by his Majesty's American 
subjects.

P.S. I humbly submit to their lordships, as the French seem to vie with [us] 
for naval power, whether establishing a dockyard under proper regulations 
in the most convenient of the colonies for building ships of war, would not 
be worthy of their consideration. To build a few [would] put his Majesty's 
subjects in the way of supplying us with shipping if ever their assistance of 
that kind should be necessary. They have or may raise materials of all kinds 
for this purpose. Though their timber is not thought to be as durable as that 
of Great Britain, I am assured it would be found to last longer than our 
modern ships do, if proper care were taken in cutting and seasoning it. The 
French have built and are building ships at Canada, and the Spaniards do 
the same at Havana and others of their colonies....
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179. Warren to Anson
Louisbourg, 23 Nov. 1745

SIR, I hope ... you will pardon the liberty I have taken ... in appointing you 
one of my attorneys in conjunction with Mr. Norris and my two former 
attorneys: Messrs. Samuel and William Baker. Nothing but your goodness 
could have induced me to take this freedom and [the consciousness] that 
Messrs. Baker will take all the troublesome part of that office upon 
themselves.

Since my arrival here, I have made them and you the remittances in the 
enclosed list. Some of [them] you will please to observe are in pieces of 
eight, which I do to show the justice of my intentions in the execution of the 
trust reposed in me by his Majesty. As those dollars which I have drawn for 
are the same with those sent home in the squadron, their value may be 
ascertained by them.

I told his grace the Duke of Newcastle of my intention to pursue this 
method in the disbursements that should be necessary for the support of this 
garrison. Happy it was I had it in my power to return 100,000 dollars (part 
of my own share of the South Sea ship) for this purpose. Otherwise we 
should have been in the utmost distress.

I am sorry to tell you how weak this garrison will be if the troops from 
Gibraltar do not arrive this fall (which I very much doubt, the season being 
so far advanced). A great mortality common to all towns that have been for 
any time besieged has snatched away a number of our people. [This] has 
been increased for want of a proper supply of necessaries to preserve the 
people from the inclemency of the climate, which they expected to have 
been relieved from by troops from England, and to have returned home ere 
this time. There is not the least prospect of refreshments of any kind here 
during a long ensuing winter, and should the troops arrive they will be 
miserably put to their shifts.

I thank God I am just now recovering of the common distemper that has 
carried off numbers. I shall be well satisfied under every hardship and 
trouble which I foresee I must go through in regulating and protecting this 
important garrison, if I can but support it against his Majesty's enemies till 
it is in a good posture of defence.

I must beg to repeat my desire of being recalled, my health being much 
impaired. But should any attempt be made by the enemy to regain this place 
in the spring, and it shall be thought necessary to keep me here with a 
squadron of ships for its support; in that case I beg your and Lord 
Sandwich's interest with the Duke of Newcastle that I may not be
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superseded in the government till my departure for England with the 
squadron. After [that], if his grace thinks proper to take notice of my men 
tion of Gov. Shirley, I think he will be as anxious as any man for the welfare 
of this new colony.

Gen. Pepperrell would not, I believe, reside there upon any terms, but 
assures me that if after his return to New England, which will not be till the 
arrival of the regular troops, any attempt should be made on this garrison, 
he will come immediately to its relief with a number of men.

My good sir, give me leave to tell you my zeal for his Majesty's and my 
country's service will soon wear me out, unless I have some little respite 
from public business. You cannot imagine nor conceive how anxious I am 
for the success and well executing every piece of service reposed in me. No 
dose of laudanum or cannon ball could be a more violent or sudden death to 
me than a consciousness of deserving the least just censure upon my con 
duct. I can answer I never shall, God willing, deserve any upon my inten 
tions or inclinations to serve [to the best ofl my power and capacity....

As it is very probable you will see in some of the New England papers, or 
hear of an address from the council and general assembly of the 
Massachusetts Bay to Gov. Shirley upon his departing for this place. I think 
it proper, as it carries a reflection in it both upon the general and me—upon 
him for submitting to and upon me for assuming (if it had been true) an 
undue authority—to tell you of it as my friend, to prevent any ill impression 
with regard to my conduct. This was done without any manner of founda 
tion by ill-disposed people to make a breach between the general and me to 
serve some dirty end.

The general and I have resented it, both to Gov. Shirley and his council 
and assembly, who all declare their concern at it. [They] say they are now 
convinced it was done too rashly upon a misrepresentation, and that they 
will give no public satisfaction for it when the two houses meet. I resented 
this treatment so warmly that I have had many letters of excuse from 
numbers of the people concerned in the address. As I value nothing of this 
kind, I beg you will make no other use of this than of retaining the same 
opinion of my conduct which you had before this was mentioned, and that 
you will keep Lord Sandwich and my friends in the same opinion. If I 
deviate one syllable from truth, I desire as the greatest punishment to forfeit 
your and their esteem.

If you should hear anything of this to my disadvantage, I only pray that I 
may be called home to answer face to face any objection that can be made 
to my conduct. I hope you think I have no private views, my circumstances 
being such as that I have no motive of that sort to induce me to regard in-
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terest or anything else but honour and the good of my country. I flatter 
myself you and all that know me will do me the justice to believe I shall ever 
scorn to misrepresent any fact whatsoever.

My public letter will tell you all the news of this place. I have therefore 
only to beg you will make my compliments to Lord Sandwich, Mr. Norris- 
and all friends.

P.S. I beg your countenance in dispatching everything for the support of 
the garrison. Mrs. Warren is with me, and desires her compliments. I sent for 
her, expecting to have gone home this fall, but I wish her somewhere else 
now, for I believe I shall lie in my boats the greatest part of the ensuing long 
winter and live upon good salt pork and peas. [This,] as for my own part, 
will be no other mortification than that I fear it will increase the scorbutic 
disorder which I have now upon me. Since finishing my letter, I have 
received the enclosed, taken from a New England newspaper, which will 
show you what I told you about the concern the legislature of New England 
express at my resentment to their address is fact.

180. Warren to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 23 Nov. 1745

MY LORD DUKE, Since the receipt of your grace's favour, dated 10 Aug. 
[No. 149], wherein you were pleased to communicate his Majesty's inten 
tion to honour me with the government of this place, both the general and 
myself have been constantly employed in forwarding the necessary works 
of the garrison, in conjunction with Gov. Shirley. [The governor's] presence 
here has been of very great service towards [placating] the troops. [They] 
were and indeed still are very uneasy that they cannot be dismissed 
agreeable to their own construction (which to be sure is very absurd) of the 
governor's proclamation upon their first enlistment. It could not with any 
colour of reason be supposed that they were to leave this important acquisi 
tion till his Majesty should take it under his own protection.

I am under very great apprehension, as the season is now far advanced, 
that the troops intended for that purpose will not arrive here this fall. In 
[that] case the garrison will be very weak, with only 2,000 men, many of 
them sick and unfit for duty in so severe a climate. The garrison has indeed 
been very sickly and [has] buried a number of men. This I have observed as 
common to all towns that have been besieged for any time, but I hope the
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cold weather will restore it to its former state, which has always Ibeen] 
looked upon as very healthy.

I could wish that some of the troops designed for this place had been sent 
in the ships of war for dispatch without waiting for transports, which 
always takes up much time.

Considering the weak state of the garrison, I am in some doubt whether I 
ought not to keep the Vigilant here all the winter, and order the few ships 
I have now under my command to be here as early as possible in the spring. 
I hope the squadron from England will be with us before the French can 
send one of theirs to block us up.

I think I shall be able to lay a good boom across the entrance of the 
harbour in the spring. That, with a fireship which I have made, will greatly 
embarrass any sea force that should attempt to come into the harbour to 
attack us.

I beg leave to assure your grace that I foresee the expense of this garrison 
will be very extraordinary, and can only be lessened by encouraging a 
number of inhabitants to carry on the fishery, which they may do with great 
advantage to themselves and to our country in general. As they increase the 
number of troops may be lessened.

The West Indies and American trade making up into fleets here in order 
to go home under strong convoys twice a year during the war, I apprehend, 
will be both a great advantage to this place and a security to them. 1 have 
often taken the liberty to recommend establishing a free port for a term of 
years (if consistent with the acts of trade), a civil government under a man 
of honour and humanity, and toleration to the dissenters, in the manner 
which they now enjoy it in the government of Massachusetts Bay. [TheseJ 
are points that will undoubtably make this a most flourishing colony.

I do assure your grace that, whatever sneers have by volatile and unthink 
ing people been ludicrously cast upon the dissenters in New England for 
their stiffness in opinion, their morals and behaviour are far from being so 
dissolute and disorderly as is too common in others of his Majesty's sub 
jects. I must own their merit appears in a high light with me for thus cheer 
fully carrying into execution, almost to the utter ruin of their province, an 
enterprise by which they have contracted a debt never to be got over 
without the assistance of their mother country.

I hope the candour of my intentions will plead with your grace for the 
inaccuracy of my expression. I have really nothing in view of it but the 
general good of my country.

My desire of being recalled from this government I flatter myself your 
grace will think a proof how disinterested I would choose to act. I shall in 
parting with it (in which I hope your grace will indulge me in the spring)
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have no uneasiness but that of having a better governor to succeed me. If I 
might presume to give your grace my sentiments as to a proper person, I 
know none that could put this acquisition upon so good a footing as Gov. 
Shirley, would he undertake it. Indeed I have in this faith urged him to give 
up his ease and quiet to the service of his country in an affair of so much 
importance. I beg leave to tell your grace my reasons for my opinion.

He is governor of Massachusetts, where no man had ever greater in 
fluence upon the people of all ranks. From [there] this young colony must 
for some time hope for its greatest support, both against its enemies as well 
as for the necessaries which it will continually want, which he from that in 
fluence can always readily procure and send here to the next commanding 
officer. His presence in New England will be of greater service to 
forwarding the settlement of this colony than continuing here, except upon 
extraordinary occasions. Once a year would be sufficient for him to visit 
this place.

His knowledge of the law would no doubt be very useful in settling this 
new acquisition, and his integrity and zeal for his Majesty's service have I 
think been very apparent to all who know him. He is indefatigable in his 
application to business, and does by this express communicate everything 
necessary to your grace, which saves you the trouble of a repetition from 
me.

If three regiments of the Americans should be established here, Brigadier 
Waldo (who has greatly assisted Mr. Shirley in forming this expedition and 
carrying it into execution and who will, I believe, be strongly recommended 
by him) is a gentleman of good estate and worthy of your grace's favour for 
the command of [them].

Gov. Shirley and I have had several interviews with regard to Canada. 
Should his Majesty think fit to extend his conquests so far as to extirpate 
the French entirely from the northern parts of this continent, it would if 
effected lay the most lasting and solid foundation for increasing the power 
of Great Britain in its wealth, navy and numbers of people. An enterprise of 
such consequence ought not to be too rashly undertaken and will want the 
concurrence and assistance of all the colonies to the northward of South 
Carolina, as well as that of a strong squadron and perhaps some regular 
troops from home. Both Mr. Shirley and myself are of opinion that it will 
take up too much time to form a proper plan for carrying into execution 
such an expedition next summer, especially where so many different 
governments are to be concerned and consulted upon it, let their inclinations 
towards carrying it into execution be ever so great.

It is certainly the interest of all the colonies to carry on such an ex 
pedition, and Gov. Shirley's influence with his I am persuaded will bring
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them heartily into it. I flatter myself the little I have in the colonies would 
contribute something thereto, if I had a proper opportunity of going among 
them. As we have now possession of the key to such conquest, we should 
thoroughly secure that before we engage farther. I really believe, should the 
war continue with France till the spring after next, all matters might be 
brought to pass in the colonies for undertaking such an enterprise. Procur 
ing good pilots for [the] Canada river [St. Lawrence] would be the most dif 
ficult task that would attend such an enterprise.

Gov. Shirley writes 1 so fully and well upon this subject that it would only 
in me be troubling your grace to say more. Therefore I have now only to 
beg your grace's favour, to put me again (when I have established my 
health) in the way of serving his Majesty and my country on the element 
where I from my infancy have been bred, and where I have the vanity to 
think I can do it best.

I beg leave to mention Capt. Tyng, who I believe Mr. Shirley 
recommends to your grace's favour. 2 He commands the New England 
galley called the Massachusetts and had the command of all the armed 
vessels employed by the colonies till my arrival upon this expedition. Mr. 
Shirley assures me raising the siege of Annapolis last year was greatly 
owing to his diligence and good conduct. If a way could be found to serve 
him—and indeed a method in some shape to distinguish the colonies con 
cerned in this expedition, especially that of Massachusetts (which has shown 
so much zeal and spirit on this occasion and has been at an expense that will 
almost ruin the people) were considered at home by his Majesty or by 
Parliament—it would have a very good effect upon the colonies in general, 
should any future schemes be undertaken by them.

Mr. Shirley and myself have considered the danger that must attend suf 
fering the French inhabitants to remain in Nova Scotia. He writes to your 
grace fully upon this head.

Just before the sailing of the four 60 gun ships of my squadron for New 
foundland in their way home, we were alarmed by a vessel who imagined he 
had seen six sail of ships going round Cape Sable into the Bay of Fundy. 
We immediately concluded that they were M. Perier de Salvert's squadron, 
of whose being upon the banks of Newfoundland in their way to the relief 
of this place we had certain intelligence some time before. Therefore [wej 
imagined, as M. Duvivier who commanded the attack upon Annapolis last 
year was one of that squadron, that they had met with intelligence of the 
surrender of this place and were therefore going there to endeavour to sur-

1 Shirley to Newcastle, 20 Oct. 1745, PRO, CO/5/900, fol. 255-68.
2 Shirley to Newcastle, 6 Nov. 1745, printed in Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William 

Shirley, Vol. I, pp. 288-9.
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prise the garrison. In order to prevent [this] I was just getting under sail with 
the squadron and 600 of the New England troops when we found it a mis 
take. Indeed the ill consequences that must have attended the French getting 
possession of that garrison gave us no room to hesitate about going to its 
relief, though by that means this garrison must have been left exposed.

Had our intelligence proved true with regard to that squadron, and they 
had been so fortunate to have got possession of that garrison, they would 
have added immediately to the power of the French king upon the continent 
5,000 or 6,000 fighting men. [That] would have proved fatal to this acquisi 
tion in particular and very troublesome to the colonies in general. It seems 
by the constitution of that government that the French inhabitants of which 
the whole is composed (except the garrison) imagine they are to stand 
neutral no longer than while the English flag flies in the fortification. Upon 
the hoisting of a French one, they are at liberty to declare for the French 
king.

Mr. Bastide, the engineer, has shown me a plan of this garrison, 1 with 
some alteration that he thinks necessary to be made. He sends it to the 
board of ordnance, from whence your grace may please to send for and 
view it, for he has no time to get another done for this conveyance. Upon 
considering the state of the garrison, though I do not pretend to know much 
of engineering, I think there are some necessary works to be done, especially 
at those weak parts of the fortifications that encouraged Gov. Shirley to un 
dertake the expedition. On the whole I am of opinion that instead of laying 
out any considerable sum in making additions to this garrison, it would be 
more for its security and future welfare to give at once a proper sum to en 
courage the fishery and immediate settlement of the colony. [Such] will be 
the most natural and effectual addition of wealth and strength that can be 
made to it, and our country in general would soon feel the good effects of it. 
Should this method be approved of, the trust would be so great that much 
would depend upon the honour, integrity and ability of the persons who 
should be appointed to execute it.

I cannot conclude without repeating to your grace the great uneasiness I 
feel from a prospect of the vast expense of this garrison. To give you an 
idea of what you are to expect, it was a question (as I have been informed) 
often in the mouth of the French king and his ministry whether the streets of 
Louisbourg were paved with gold, or its walls composed of louis d'or.2

1 This drawing is now in the British Museum: K. Top. CXIX.92, 'A Plan of the City and 
Fortress of Louisbourg ... drawn on the spot by John Henry Bastide'.

2 About 3.7 million livres were spent by the Ministre de la marine on lie Royale between 
1716 and 1745. See Frederick John Thorpe, The Politics of French Public Construction in 
the Islands of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 1695-1758' (unpubl. Ph.D. diss.; Univ. of Ottawa, 
1974), pp. 154-5.
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[This] however is an argument of the prodigious advantage they reaped 
from it, and that upon the whole they found it answered very well, since this 
must have been their only inducement to support it. Though this garrison 
has proved so expensive, the French king obliged all his subjects trading to 
this place from France to bring free stone hither for the use of this garrison 
as ballast, without any expense to him but that of putting it on board. If 
such method is consistent with the liberty of British subjects, those trading 
to this place doing the same would be a great saving to the government, and 
I think no great imposition upon the subject, as they must otherwise be at 
the expense of purchasing ballast.

If the regular troops do not arrive this fall, I shall have an infinite deal of 
trouble to regulate those we have to garrison duty, for I really find it re 
quires greater regularity to keep than take a fortification.

Should his Majesty be graciously pleased to appoint another governor 
here, I hope if the service should require my stay in these seas with the 
squadron that my commission as governor will not be superseded till my 
departure for England. I must own that the consequence which I know this 
acquisition will (if properly managed) be of to our country, I have its 
prosperity extremely at heart. Let my fate lead me where it will, I shall have 
the highest satisfaction to hear it answers the great ends of which I am con 
vinced it is capable.

The French have suffered very much this year in the three following 
branches of their trade: the East India, South Sea and fishery. The latter 
they quite neglected upon our undertaking this expedition. The two former, 
your grace knows how that has happened by their having fallen into our 
hands here, Mr. Barnett's in India, and the two South Sea ships taken by the 
privateers and carried into England. All the intercepted letters from India 
mention the great distress they were in there, and the South Sea letters give 
an account of two or three more very sick South Sea ships that may be ex 
pected in France about April or May next. I have .communicated this in 
telligence to the admiralty, that their lordships may take such measures as 
they shall judge proper thereupon. These ships, as well as their India trade, 
will probably hear of the reduction of this place before the departure of any 
of them, either from India or the South Seas, so that we may give up all 
hopes of seeing any more of them here.

I beg your grace's excuse for trespassing so long on your time. I have 
now only to hope you will assure yourself that nothing shall be wanting on 
my part that can tend to the welfare of this young colony. I flatter myself, as 
all my application shall be upon every occasion exerted for his Majesty's and 
my country's service, I shall never want your grace's patronage and favour, 
though I have not the honour to be personally known to your grace.
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P.S. Since finishing the above letter I received the following intelligence that 
I think may be relied on. That sloop which carried the officer and twenty 
soldiers that were garrisoned at lie St. Jean from thence to Canada, soon 
after the reduction of this place, is returned again to that island. A scheme is 
on foot at Canada to send 6,000 French and Indians to surprise this gar 
rison this winter. What the consequence of this may be, time will show, but 
we shall be upon our guard, and I have sent a sloop round this island to 
procure intelligence.

A great inducement to me to believe this intelligence is that one of the 
chief inhabitants of lie St. Jean (who we keep here as a hostage for the 
neutrality and good behaviour of the rest as we could not transport them to 
France this fall) did, upon my asking him whether they had any news lately 
from Canada, tell me no vessels had arrived from thence to lie St. Jean this 
year. Upon my taxing him closely with the falsehood, he acknowledged the 
arrival of the said sloop. The general of Canada had approved of their 
entering into a neutrality with us—no doubt in hopes [of providing] him 
[with] an opportunity to make use of those people when a proper oppor 
tunity shall offer. This shows us what little confidence should be put in 
those people. I fear the fidelity of those in Nova Scotia is as little to be 
depended upon as that of the inhabitants of lie St. Jean.

In order to prevent as much as possible the success of any attempts that 
may be made upon us by the enemy, or splitting upon the same rock that 
they did by the loss of the grand battery, Gov. Shirley, Gen. Pepperrell and 
myself have resolved to dismantle it of all the heavy cannon during the 
winter months. If the enemy (who we apprehend cannot bring cannon with 
them in that season) should happen to get possession of that battery, the 
town, island battery and ships in the northeast harbour may soon drive them 
out of it. It will be as tenable for our people against anything by shipping 
without the heavy cannon (which face only the entrance of the harbour and 
town) as with them. This you will perceive by the plan of this place formerly 
sent your grace.

Gov. Shirley has shown me the quota of men which he thinks may, upon 
occasion, be raised in each of the governments upon the continent. I am of 
opinion it is a very just and reasonable one and what they can readily com 
ply with whenever his Majesty shall think proper to take such a number or 
any part thereof into his pay, for carrying on any expedition against his 
enemies upon this continent.

I beg leave to tell your grace before I conclude that my good opinion of 
Sir William Pepperrell's honour and humanity would have induced me to 
presume so far with your grace as to have mentioned him as a fit person to 
have succeeded me here. But he does not choose to reside, and I think his
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absence [could not] be dispensed with from this government with the same 
advantage to this place as that of Gov. Shirley, should your grace approve 
of him. Sir William assures me if at any time after his return to New 
England an attempt should be made by the enemy to regain this place, he 
will immediately come with a number of men to its relief. 1 No gentleman in 
his province is more popular or can influence more men than he can. I dare 
assure your grace he will always deserve any future marks of his Majesty's 
or your grace's favour.

In a former part of this letter I told you that sending free stone from 
England would be of great use. I think all the public buildings that may be 
erected here should be covered with slate to prevent fire. It will not be amiss 
to send some in the same manner with the stone as ballast in such ships as 
shall come from England to this place light.

If in this long scrawl I have omitted anything worthy your grace's notice, 
I need only refer you to Gov. Shirley's dispatches, which are more accurate 
and full, and go by the same conveyance.

Every hour which the express waits for Gov. Shirley's packets and mine 
opens new matter proper for your grace's knowledge.

We have sent some captive Indians to consult with those of Nova Scotia 
upon the terms of a peace which they themselves have proposed. I dare 
hope this step will have a good effect, especially as your grace informs me 
that proper presents will be sent. [These] I hope will be considerable, as the 
first impression made in our favour upon these people may be of infinite 
service.

I congratulate your grace upon the success of Gov. Clinton's negotiation 
with the Indians of the Six Nations, who, it was apprehended, were stagger 
ing in their fidelity and in danger of going over to the French interest. They 
have now, we are told, taken up the hatchet (which is their way of declaring 
war) and are ready upon the first orders to act in a hostile manner against 
the French and their Indians....

We should have sent the two French vessels mentioned on the other side 
home some time ago. But we apprehended they would have given in 
telligence of the four 60 gun ships and two India prizes who we sent for 
Newfoundland to convoy the trade from thence to England, and the South 
Sea ship's cargo (besides the India ships)—near 1,500,000 pieces of eight.2

Upon maturely considering the situation and state of this garrison and 
colony, I am humbly of opinion that Mr. Shirley, who had so great a share

1 After a couple more winter months in Louisbourg Pepperrell had less stomach for 
soldiering: 'I think a Merchants life is much more Easyer than a Soldiers', he confided to his 
fellow New England merchant, Charles Apthorp. MHS, Belknap Papers 61C.

2 About £330,000.
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in making the acquisition to his Majesty's dominions, could be rewarded in 
a manner which his high merit deserved and more agreeable to him than 
what I have before mentioned in this letter to your grace. Nothing could be 
a greater security to this garrison and conquest, especially during the war or 
till it should be well peopled and in the best posture of defence, than having 
a sea officer appointed governor of it with the command of such squadron 
of his Majesty's ships as shall be destined for the protection of the northern 
colonies. This would put it effectually in such an officer's power to make 
use of all the advantages over the enemy that this conquest has given us, by 
intercepting all supplies from Europe to Canada, without which neither the 
French nor their Indians can subsist. The latter, who are extremely 
numerous, would by this means be put at least to the necessity of suing for 
peace, if not of coming entirely over to our interest. In either case, Canada 
would be rendered quite useless to the French, and we should engross (for 
the British manufactures) all the valuable fur upon the continent as far 
southward as Mississippi. Nor would it be in the power of the French to 
carry on any cod fishery, either on the banks of Newfoundland or Acadia, 
by which their West Indies colonies must greatly suffer, as well as their 
trade to Europe in that commodity.

Your grace will pardon me for taking the liberty this freely to give my 
opinion upon such matters as I apprehend will tend most to the good of his 
Majesty's service. As my health will not admit of such a command, your 
grace will the readier do me the justice to be assured I have no private view 
nor interest in what I do now or shall hereafter recommend.

It being impossible to keep people enough at Canso to support the 
blockhouse there, Gov. Shirley, Gen. Pepperrell and I have agreed to dis 
mantle it. 1 The people that were there are come here to strengthen this 
garrison....

P.S. [To] procur[e] good pilots for Canada river would be the most difficult 
task that would attend such an enterprise.

181. Warren and Pepperrell to Waldo
Louisbourg, 9 Dec. 1745

SIR, It has been determined to have the grand battery dismantled of its 
heavy cannon, and the troops now there removed to this city. You are 
hereby directed to march the troops under your command out of the said

1 For a plan of the Canso fort see PRO, MPD 176. It was built that summer on 
Pepperrell's orders.
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battery into this city, and to deliver up the battery and stores to Mr. Philip 
Delamott, first lieutenant to Adm. Warren.

182. Warren and Pepperrell to Apthorp and Sparhawk
Louisbourg, 14 Dec. 1745

GENTLEMEN, His grace the Duke of Newcastle has signified to us his 
Majesty's pleasure that we should, for the present and till a regular establish 
ment shall be made, employ our joint endeavours for securing in the most 
effectual manner this valuable acquisition. [He] has directed that the ex 
penses necessary to be made for that purpose shall be by bills to be drawn 
upon the Paymaster General of his Majesty's forces, the Treasurer of the 
Navy, or the Treasurer of the Ordnance for such sums as shall be expended, 
relative to those several offices. We, being sensible of your integrity and good 
address in business, have enclosed herewith a list of sundry articles wanted 
for this garrison, which we desire you to procure at the cheapest rates and 
best exchange and forward to us here as soon as possible. Draw bills for the 
same on the respective offices to whose branches the several charges may 
be relative, send therewith particular and authentic vouchers (duplicates of 
which bills and vouchers you will please to forward to us here). Enclosed 
you have letters 1 to be forwarded to England with the bills. The beds men 
tioned in the enclosed list are exceedingly wanted, and we desire they may 
be hastened down as soon as possible. Also that you would by every oppor 
tunity send down some fresh provisions for the sick in such manner as you 
think best, i.e. either live sheep or quarters of mutton and beef.

183. Warren and Pepperrell to Shir ley
Louisbourg, 14 Dec. 1745

SIR, We hope this will find your excellency safely arrived at your 
government. The bad weather and hard gale which happened soon after you 
left this place gave us much concern, but we had the satisfaction to hear 
soon after of your being arrived safe at St. Margaret's Bay. The men on the 
enclosed list are arrived here since your excellency's departure, also the 
snow with the Vigilanfs masts. The sloop and schooner with about 90 
French persons on board sailed two or three days after you left this place.

1 These letters described Messrs. Apthorp & Sparhawk as 'gentlemen of approved reputa 
tion and address in business'. Warren Papers, Vol. I, WLCL. They were addressed to the 
Paymaster General, Treasurer of the Navy, Treasurer of the Ordnance.
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Although very few are come in lately there yet remain here more than Col. 
Bradstreet's sloop can carry, which will very soon follow with as many as 
possible.

We have removed the carriages of the heavy cannon and the powder and 
shot from the grand battery, and the troops that were posted there into the 
town. The seamen belonging to the ships are removed into that battery. As 
no troops or stores from Europe are yet arrived here, we have but little ex 
pectation of them this year. Indeed as we are so scant of room and other 
necessaries, it may be happiest that the troops should not arrive here this 
winter. The houses are still shattered, and the soldiers being scattered up and 
down in them is attended with much inconvenience on many accounts, 
besides that of its being impossible to prevent their wasting fuel.

We have determined to build barracks for 2,000 men more and their of 
ficers, and have accordingly written to Messrs. Apthorp and Sparhawk for 
materials therefor, imagining that it would not be acceptable to the com 
mittee of war to take the trouble of sending them. We have also written to 
them for 500 beds more, to be hastened as soon as possible, and fresh 
provisions for the sick by every opportunity. The want of [these] we fear 
has been very much the occasion of the sickness here, which continues to 
prevail in this garrison.

We shall go on to employ our joint endeavours for his Majesty's service 
in the care of this important acquisition. We cannot doubt of your 
assistance in everything in your power, and in particular by using all your 
influence in your government and the neighbouring ones that timely provi 
sion may be made to reinforce this garrison with troops, so as to relieve 
such whose necessities may require their dismissals, and for the effectual 
security of the place in case we should meet with a disappointment by the 
troops expected from Europe not arriving here in season.

184. Warren and Pepperrell to Waldo
Louisbourg, 19 Dec. 1745

SIR, You are hereby requested to furnish thirty men out of your regiment, 
with an officer, all well provided with their arms and ammunition and each 
man [with] a wood axe, to go under the command of Col. Moore into the 
neighbouring parts of the island to cut and bring in cord wood for the gar 
rison. For the encouragement of the men so employed, they shall be paid for 
every cord of wood delivered to our order in this garrison between this time 
and 1 January, at the rate of three dollars per cord for oak and other 
hardwood.
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You are also required to furnish twelve men to go on a scout and to fetch 
after cattle, under the command of Capt. John Card. For their encourage 
ment they shall have one half of the cattle they bring into the garrison and 
the other half shall be given to the sick.

185. Warren to Navy Board
Louisbourg, 16 Jan. 1745/6

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, I have drawn bills on you of this date payable 
to Messrs. Samuel and William Baker for £800, being disbursed by me for 
his Majesty's service here. The accounts and vouchers and all former drafts 
shall be transmitted to your board by the first of his Majesty's ships which I 
may have occasion to send home.

For such necessaries as I am obliged to send to Boston for, I have desired 
(as I informed you before) Mr. Apthorp to send you with all the bills he 
draws proper accounts and vouchers, and to transmit duplicates to me. As 
he is a gentleman of fair character, I doubt not he will give you satisfaction 
in every point in which I shall have occasion to employ him.

The masts for the Vigilant are arrived. The freight of them I find comes 
to a great deal of money, but I believe at that season they could not be 
bought cheaper.

As I thought it would be proper to have a convenience to clean ships here, 
I have acquainted their lordships of the Admiralty that I had written to New 
England for three crabs for that purpose, of which (I flatter myself) they 
and you will approve. If the use is made of this acquisition of which it is 
capable and which I have recommended, it will be necessary to complete the 
careening wharf and build some storehouses and have a proper officer ap 
pointed for the care of them. Whether their lordships will come into this I 
cannot say.

I hope we shall not be disappointed in the careening gear I wrote for, nor 
in the materials for a boom across the entrance of this harbour, which will 
be the greatest security this garrison can have against a sea force.

On 27 December the Rousby, Joseph Lock master, was lost and beat to 
pieces within two leagues of this place, and only three of the seamen out of 
twenty-four that they had on board were saved. The survivors give us a very 
imperfect account of the lading in the ship, and only tell us they sailed from 
England in company with the Kinsale and several other ships for this place, 
with whom they parted in a gale of wind three weeks before they were lost. 
What the quality or quantity of the stores they had on board was they knew
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not. As they tell us she wore a navy jack, we fear they are naval. As you 
must know, you will be the best judges how to supply the loss.

Where the Kinsale with the rest of the convoy are, we know not, but they 
cannot get here until March or April, by which time it is to be hoped the 
troops from Gibraltar will arrive.

186. Warren to Anson
Louisbourg, 18 Jan. 1745/6

SIR, You will know our situation here by my public letter to your board iNo. 
187]. I have only to beg your pardon for troubling you with a remittance of 
£6,000 by bills on the Victualling [Board] which I have enclosed to Messrs. 
Baker, with some other small bills payable to them only. I would not take up 
your time but in matters of the most consequence to me.

I hope ere now Capt. Edwards is safe arrived with the other men of war, 
the two French East India ships and the money of our South Sea prize, and 
that you have the latter safe in the Bank of England till a legal distribution 
can be made. I think the captains giving good security as I told you before, 
there can be no ill consequence attend paying them their shares, 
notwithstanding any claims that may be made by other people. To my 
eighth there can be no demur, so that I flatter myself you have put it in 
some fund where it will bear interest for me. Had we taken the two other 
South Seamen that were carried to Bristol, my share would have almost 
equalled your Manila ship. But that would have been too much for such un 
equal merit, however I have that of being yours.

As I find the scorbutic disorder that lurks about me daily increasing, I 
must continue to beg you will join your interests with Lord Sandwich (to 
whom you will pay my respects) to have me recalled, if not already done. 
Otherwise I fear I shall be under the necessity of leaving my command with 
the next officer. If we should be attacked by the French and I have life, I 
will stay to oppose them. Should it be thought necessary to keep me abroad 
for any future service, could not I be indulged with leave to go to New 
England or New York till I could reestablish my health? After [that] I 
should be most ready and willing to execute any commands that his Majesty 
or your lordship should lay upon me. Believe me, good sir, no addition or in 
crease of fortune should ever make me indolent. As I have acquired both 
that and some share of honour in the service of my king and country, I 
desire to devote (while I live) every little faculty of mine in gratitude to both.

I now and then in my letters to the Admiralty intermix some matters that 
may be more immediately proper for the secretary of state. I shall take it as
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a particular favour if you will apprise me of anything I can do of that kind 
which I may have or shall make, and give me some allowance for being a 
bad scribe. I shall be glad to hear our affairs at home go on so well as to 
bring the French in due time to a peace, without making them any con 
cessions or giving up the valuable conquest which puts the whole fish trade 
into our hands.

I have been often surprised that there has not happened in so long a war 
more brushes between our ships of war and those of the French and 
Spaniard, since it is plain they all go to sea. I think if I commanded ten 
good, clean sailing ships of the line, not too much limited by orders, but left 
to follow the enemy wherever I could trace them by intelligence or 
otherwise, I could not fail to give a good account of some of them or a bad 
account of myself. You will pardon me when I beg to tell you I am far from 
having the vanity to imagine I could do better or so well as many other 
gentlemen. I verily believe their being too much circumscribed, or that they 
cannot be spared from other services, is one great reason why they do not 
often meet.

Mrs. Warren joins with me in compliments to you, and hopes you will 
enter into the holy state that she may visit Mrs. Anson. Let me tell you it is a 
good thing to have a good companion after we grow a little tired with the 
gaiety of the world. I sincerely wish you all it can afford.

187- Warren to Corbett 1
Louisbourg, 18 Jan. 1745/6

SIR, My letters of 23 Nov. to his grace the Duke of Newcastle [No. 180J 
(triplicates whereof I sent, which I make no doubt have been received) in 
formed his grace [and] their lordships [No. 178] of the particular state of 
the garrison to that time, and of the disposition I] had made of the few 
ships [under my command].

Among other difficulties] which we then laboured under, I mentioned] 
that of the sickness that raged particularly] among the American forces, 
and car[ried many] of them off before Gov. Shirley [departed] from hence 
on 27 Nov. [Since then] the weather has been too severe [to receive] any 
account of [his arrival at Boston, nor is it probable we shall have any vessel 
from] thence till the beginning of March.

When he left us we [were] inclined to believe that the sickness [would] 
abate on the approach of the cold wea[ther]. But to our great concern we 
find it continues with so much violence that if] Provid[ence does] not put a

1 This letter is in poor condition.
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stop to it, G[od] only knows who of us will survive the [winter]. Exclusive of 
what died before from the time Mr. Shirley went from us to the date hereof 
we have out of 2,000 buried nearly fo[ur] hundred, and have now 1,100 
sick.

What the causes are that produce such a melancholy effect we cannot 
find out. No doubt the want of refreshments of all kinds for the sick, which 
it was not in our power to procure this first year of our possession, con 
tributed greatly to this our misfortune. Of all [this], Gen. Pepperrell and 
myself have by this express [which we think absolutely necessary] apprised 
his grace the Duke of Newcastle, that he may know how weak this garrison 
is, how much more so it is like to be in the spring, and consequently in how 
great danger of falling into the enemy's hands should they attack it.

Especially if, by any unforeseen accident, we should be disappointed of 
the early arrival of the troops from Gibraltar and the storeships and 
squadron which we hope for from England.

Gov. Shirley knew our situation and will use his endeavours with his own 
and the neighbouring governments to reinforce this garrison. Yet I 
apprehend he will have many obstacles to encounter in providing men to 
come upon this service, if there be not some stop to the terrible fatality 
which has been and now is [among us....]

Gen. Pepperrell and I have already and shall by the next opportunity 1 
represent our want of men to all the colo[nies], though I must own I have no 
very sang[uine] expectation of success from our solicitations.] 

• My having kept the Vig[ilant] and Chester here, who are both frozen [in] 
the northeast harbour, will probably prove [to be] a happy event for the 
security of this p[lace]. It has enabled us to garrison the grand battery 
(which pursuant to what I communicated to you in my last, we have [now] 
dismantled of the heavy cannon) with seamen, and to bring the Americans 
into [the] town.

Our seamen are much more healthy than the land forces. [This] I 
attribute to their being more accustomed to a salt diet than these latter who 
when at home have great plenty of roots, milk and other wholesome food 
that cannot possibly be come at here. Add to this that the expectation of the 
greater part of them had of getting home made them careless about any 
provisions for [the] winter. The disappointment they h[ave] undergone in 
this respect has chagrined many of them to such a degree that their spirits 
are quite sunk.

1 Identical letters were sent to the governors of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia, all 
dated 25 Jan. 1745/6. For a printed version see Warren & Pepperrell to Gideon Wanton, 
John Russell Bartlett, ed., Records of the Colony of Rhode Island (10 vols., Providence: 
1856-65), Vol. V, pp. 150-1.
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[The gener]al and I ha[ve had a] troubleso[me time] to make them water 
[and boil] their provisions reglularly, they choosing [to have their meat] 
broiled in thin [pieces], which method must be very pernicious.

I told you in my former [No. 178] that I had directed the Wager and 
Shirley frigate, (whom I dispatched to Boston to clean and afterwards to 
cruise to the southward during the winter months) to return so as to be with 
me the beginning of March. As I heard the Fowey was arrived at Virginia, I 
sent her orders to the same purport, and acquainted Gov. Gooch that if I 
was not under any absolute necessity of keeping her here, I would let her 
return to her station. I hope those ships will not fail joining me at the time 
appointed.

I believe the Spanish 30 gun ship 1 from whom I [re]took Capt. Spry's 
bomb off Antigua will take a tour through the Gulf of Florida in the spring, 
and [lie] off our colonies to pick up provisions to enable her to cruise in the 
West Indies as she did last year. I am in great hopes, if I can get one of my 
sailing ships cleaned early and spare her to go off Virginia and Penn 
sylvania, she may have the good fortune to meet and give a good account of 
the said privateer or some other of the enemies that may attempt to annoy 
our trade in those parts.

I think it will be very necessary, if the enemy should not disturb us here, 
to keep a lookout for their storeships and other trade [vessels] both in the 
p[art] to the northward of Newfoundland [and Belle] Isle, which I believe 
they will choose [if] we keep a squadron here as well as in the [part] between 
this island and the former. By [this] means, if they should employ any 
vessels in the fish trade, our cruisers may greatly distress them, and be at the 
s[ame] time a protection to our own. Since it is so much in our power, [we 
can] prevent the French from having the least share with us in so valuable a 
branch of commerce. [This], when we can occupy alone, will be a very great 
advantage to our co[mmerce] in the returns made upon the sales of our fish 
to foreigners and the increase in our navigation. All this seems to have been 
thrown into our hands with this conquest.

Sir William Pepperrell [and I] have, in our joint letter of this date to [his] 
grace the Duke of Newcastle,2 recommended building a small fort at Ste. 
Anne's, a harbour about eighteen leagues from h[ere, the] plans whereof we 
send his grace and their lordships. It is a place very commodious for the 
fishery and has several improved farms about it, the produce of which will 
be very serviceable to this garrison.

Such fort or castle, with a few large cannon and a small detachment from

1 Privateer Galga.
2 PRO, CO/5/44, fol. 16-22; printed in Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th 

series, Vol. X, pp. 437-42.
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hence, will be very necessary as well [to] protect such inhabitants as may 
settle [there] as to hinder the French from getting possession of it by a 
squadron of ships or otherwise. If they ever should it would be very difficult 
to dislodge them, the en[trance], their lordships may observe, being shallow 
and very narrow. I shall only add on this head that the French themselves 
had so good an opinion of that harbour that it was a long time before their 
most ingenious engineers could come to a determination whether 
Louisbourg or Ste. Anne's was the more proper place to be fortified.

We have not had a syllable of news from England since the arrival of 
Capt. Rous, till a few days ago, when by three seamen (who were the only 
persons saved out of twenty-four) we had the disagreeable account that the 
Rousby, Joseph Lock, master, was on 27 December wrecked and beat to 
pieces within two leagues of this place. We cannot learn what her lading 
was, nor anything material relating to her, only that she sailed from England 
under convoy of the Kinsale in company with some other ships for this 
place. She parted [with them] in a gale of wind near the banks of New 
foundland three weeks before this unfortunate disaster happened. Their 
lordships will be able to judge how far this accident can affect this garrison 
and how to repair it. If the ship was a victualler the loss to the government 
will be greater than the disappointment to us. I have taken particular care to 
have a good stock lest the troops from Gibraltar should [have! arrived last 
fall and not the provisions intended us from England.

I esteem it a happy event that those troops did not get here, provided we 
have them [earl]y en[oug]h [in the] spring. They must have s[ufferedj 
greatly by so sudden a transition fr[om a] warm to an extreme cold climate. 
No doubt as they must have hurried away from Gibraltar they w[ould] have 
wanted clothing fit to encounter] inclement weather as we have here. Add 
to this the want of lodging [and] all manner of refreshments; [on] the whole 
it is a mercy they did not [come]. Where they are, if they have left, or where 
the Kinsale is with her co[nvoy] is very uncertain. This we are s[ure of], 
that we can have no hopes of seeing them till March or April. The season 
did not set in so severe as to prevent ships getting here till the middle of 
December.

As this goes by a ship's tender manned out of the Chester., their lordships 
will please send her back after having directed the master to h[ave as] much 
money impressed to him as [will] fit her for the voyage.

It will be very convenient for the colonies on the continent, if a packet 
were appointed between England and this place. It might also call in her way 
to and from hence at Newfoundland. In this case all the colonies would load 
their advices for England here....

Their lordships must realize the uneasiness we will be continually under
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till the arrival of the storeships and transports from an apprehension of their 
dropping in separately and falling into the hands of a superior force of the 
enemy that may probably appear upon this coast.

Nothing more occurs to me at present for their lordships' information. I 
must repeat my application to be recalled for the recovery of a scorbutic 
disorder which daily increases. When I shall have established my health, HJ 
assure their lordships I shall upon all occasions be ready and willing to 
receive and execute their commands.

P.S. Since writing the above, we have an account [fromj a small vessel, 
thirty days from Boston, that Gov. Shirley was safe arrived, but not a 
syllable of any other news.

188. Warren and Pepperrell to Shirley
Louisbourg, 5 Feb. 1745/6

SIR, Our last to your excellency was of 28 Jan. 1 by way of Piscataqua, 
duplicate of which you have by this opportunity. Notwithstanding the hopes 
we therein express that the sickness was abating, we have since that time 
buried near a hundred men more. We much want to hear from England for 
our better directions what further expense may be prudent for us to engage 
in for this garrison. Your excellency may perhaps have before this reaches 
you such intelligence as may make it prudent for us to alter our orders for 
procuring such a quantity of materials for new barracks and some of the 
other articles [for] which we have written to Messrs. Apthorp and 
Sparhawk. We have desired them to wait on you for your opinion thereon 
and to act agreeable to what you shall advise them relating to sending whole 
or a part thereof, though every article [is] absolutely necessary for the 
preservation and support of the garrison.

189. John Osborne to Pepperrell and Warren
Boston, 5 Feb. 1745/6

SIRS, ... The committee of war received your joint letter in October last, 
enclosing a large invoice for sundry materials for the use of his Majesty's 
garrison at Louisbourg. [This] invoice we immediately put up and shipped 
on board the sloop Philadelphia, John Stinson master, in order to its being

1 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 442-5, 
and Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William Shirley .. ., Vol. I, pp. 303-6.
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sent you.... The abovesaid Stinson (who [commanded] a transport in 
the expedition) as he was coming in here from Louisbourg, Capt. Forrest of 
his Majesty's ship Wager sent his boat on board, and impressed two of his 
men. Notwithstanding the application of this government to Capt. Forrest 
for their dismissal, it could not be obtained, although the vessel was actually 
in the service to carry soldiers, provisions and stores for the protection and 
security of that important acquisition.

What can be more unnatural than for one part of his Majesty's good sub 
jects to be weakening and pulling down what another part is building up and 
supporting? Verily the case is thus: Adm. Warren's sending his Majesty's 
ships under his command to be manned here (instead of their being ordered 
to Rhode Island, New York, &c.) has and does so distress this province that 
[it] renders it almost unable to man the transports in carrying the 
necessaries for his Majesty's service at Cape Breton. The sailors that went 
first in our transports had but £8 old tenor 1 per month, but now we are put 
to it to get them for £16. Besides all these pullbacks, that still prevents you 
having the above invoice which was shipped on 20 November.

This poor Stinson is harassed in the law by being sued in the Court of 
Admiralty by Mr. Frankland, our collector, for £100 for not coming to the 
Custom House on his first arrival here from Louisbourg, although in ballast. 
Then again at the common law for not rendering him a list of the sailors 
belonging to his sloop. We know of no reason for his vessel's being dis 
tinguished from other transports, except it be that this Stinson, when he 
could not get his two men clear from Capt. Forrest, sued him at the com 
mon law for twice £20, agreeable to [an] Act of Parliament, with still is 
in the law.

Now, gentlemen, it is possible your not having those invoices sent you in 
time may give some umbrage. We mention this because we see a letter from 
one of your commissaries to a gentleman in this town, wherein he says that 
the admiral and general not liking the management of the committee of war 
have ordered the affair into other hands. If this be [a] matter of fact, it is 
not a little surprising to us. Although we are far from being fond of the con 
tinuance of the great trust reposed in us by the general court, yet we 
apprehend it is giving them the go-by in a very sudden and extraordinary 
manner without first letting them know the defects of their committee. 
[They] without vanity or reflection have as faithfully and as industriously 
executed their part as any set of men employed in the expedition. This I 
write in the name and by order of the committee.

1 Massachusetts' government bills, first issued in 1702, were replaced with three successive 
'new tenor' issues in 1737, 1742 and 1744. See Andrew McFarland Davis, Currency and 
Banking in Massachusetts Bay (2 vols.; reprint edition, New York: Augustus Kelley, 1971), 
Vol. I, pp. 126, 158, 165, 271.
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190. Bakers to Warren
London, 1 Mar. 1745/6

SIR, It is now 11 o'clock at night. Your brother-in-law, Mr. Oliver 
DeLancey, just come in, tells me that the express which he knew came from 
you and arrived in town this day at noon, had induced the lords of the Ad 
miralty to return a man of war express to you, and that he must this instant 
set out in order to take his passage in her. I have therefore only time while 
my man is gone for a post office warrant to write you this. I cannot 
enumerate the several letters we have had from you since our last. Mr. 
DeLancey will tell you many things we could not write, except only your 
private affairs, so I will just give you a list of the several sums we have 
received and paid since last we wrote you. We have received of Capt. 
Tiddeman £122 13s 6d for your third of the freight he made hither from 
Boston, £20 by Capt. Warwick Calmady's draft on the navy office, ... 
£320 by William Holburne's draft on Francis Holburne, ... £75 to Capt. 
Robert Long for three years' rent of Turtle Bay to midsummer last.... lOf 
the 3 percent (1745) annuities there are now] £10,000 standing in the joint 
names of George Anson, John Norris, Samuel and William Baker. We 
yesterday gave the broker orders to buy £10,000 more, of which he has 
bought £2,000, [which] will be transferred into the same name next week. 
You have £4,000 old South Sea annuities, and £500 East India stock which, 
standing in your own name, can be moved without a special power of at 
torney. Mr. Boleyn Whitney writes us he should want the purchase money 
before Easter. These are all in short that I can recollect of material for your 
immediate notice.

The Deliverance's effects are not yet condemned. We shall have par 
ticular regard to your interest in the part we shall take in that affair, as well 
as see to your not being wronged by the management of the East Indiamen. 
I cannot omit thanking you for the interest you took in endeavouring to 
serve our house by obtaining those agencies. We wish it had been more 
successful; perhaps too it might have been for the benefit of [those] 
concerned.

I cannot close this letter without mentioning to you that we have under 
taken by contract to victual and pay the garrison of Louisbourg, for which 
purpose we shall send over by the next man of war an agent, Mr. Peter 
Bennett. We hope he will have your assistance, advice and credit if wanted, 
and that you will recommend him to your successor when you come home, 
and to the proper officers while you stay. For further particulars pray be in 
formed by Mr. O. DeLancey, who knows the whole matter and who will
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have the principal part in supplying this contract. [It] must at all events be a 
very profitable job to him. I heartily wish you and all yours all health and 
happiness.

191. Shirley to Pepperrell [and Warren]
Boston, 1 Mar. 1745/6

SIR, Yesterday I was favoured with yours and Mr. Warren's joint letter and 
his separate one of 28 and 29 Jan., 1 and am much concerned at your 
melancholy account of the late mortality and present sickness in the gar 
rison. I pray God to put an end to both. Nothing has or shall be wanting in 
me to press upon the assembly in this province and the neighbouring 
governments the necessity of their providing recruits to repair your great 
loss, relieve the soldiers now in the garrison, and guard against all unfore 
seen accidents which may happen to the Gibraltar transports with the 
troops in their passage. Seven of [them], I have the pleasure to inform you, I 
have a certain account by one of their pilots, just come from Virginia, are 
arrived safe there under convoy of the Dover and Torrington. The troops 
were in good health and spirits, only twelve of them having died in their 
passage. These seven, with that arrived at New York, make up the whole of 
the Gibraltar transports. The Kinsale, I hear of a certainty, is arrived at St. 
Kitt's, but without any of her convoy. I have had no advice of the arrival of 
either of the ordnance ships (for which I shall be in pain) nor of any other of 
the transports bound for Louisbourg except those mentioned in my last to 
you and Mr. Warren by Bennett and Stinson.

The materials for the barracks, with fresh provisions, bedding and other 
things mentioned in yours to be expected by you and Mr. Warren from 
Messrs. Apthorp and Sparhawk, my son informs me are all sent. As there is 
no list of the drugs and medicines wanted for the sick, it will I am afraid be 
impracticable to furnish you with more than what may be sent by Bennett, 
Stinson or the other transports for your garrison.

I am entirely of your opinion with regard to the transporting of the French 
from lie St. Jean the ensuing spring, and shall endeavour to supply you with 
small vessels for that purpose. Tyng shall assist in that, and every other 
branch of his Majesty's service in my power to employ him with 
Massachusetts guardship.

I am sorry to find such a general disinclination in the New England

1 Warren's separate letter of 29 Jan. has not been located. The joint letter of 28 Jan is 
printed in Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William Shirley ..., Vol. I, pp. 303-6, and in 
Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 442-5.
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soldiers within the garrison to enlist into either your or my regiment. We 
must very much depend on raising them in time. Gov. Wentworth writes me 
word in answer to my letter upon the subject of raising recruits to relieve 
their countrymen in May, that he has not a prospect of raising ten men 
within his government for that service. Gov. Clinton informs me that 
though he has been extravagant in offering a bounty upon that account, yet 
not a man had enlisted within his whole government. Pray God send the 
Gibraltar troops well to you, and defend them against the devouring dis 
temper's contagion upon their arrival, and that you and I may succeed in 
our levies upon this continent. I begin to have a some[what] better opinion 
[of that] than I had at first, and am not without hopes that we may.

Mrs. Shirley joins me and Judy 1 and the rest of my family in their com 
pliments to you. I shall receive all your commands with the utmost pleasure.

192. Sandwich to Bedford
London, 4 Mar. 1745/6

MY DEAR LORD, An express is arrived from Mr. Warren at Louisbourg, 
giving a melancholy account of the state of that garrison. Out of the 2,000 
men that were left there at the close of the summer, near 500 are dead and 
1,100 now sick. Not above 400 of the land forces are remaining and those 
so weak and dispirited that little good can be expected from them in case of 
an attack.

No news of the transports that sailed from Gibraltar, and great reason 
for apprehensions with regard to the Kinsale's convoy. One of the victual 
ling transports [was] wrecked within two leagues of Louisbourg. Only three 
men out of 24 were saved, who are so benumbed with cold that little can be 
got from them, but that they parted company with the rest of the convoy in 
a storm of wind about 3 weeks before the loss of their ship.

In order to [preserve] this valuable acquisition, in the uncertainty of the 
timely arrival of the troops from Gibraltar, the king has consented to send 
another regiment of 1,000 men from hence with all possible expedition. 
Three companies of [them] are to be carried in the two men of war that will 
be ready to sail for Louisbourg in a few days. The remainder [are] to follow 
under convoy of the Tilbury as soon as ever the storeships, &c. are ready, 
which cannot, we hope, exceed a fortnight.

Mr. Warren in all his letters, both public and private, solicits his recall, 
and indeed I believe from all accounts his health is so bad that a short retire 
ment will be absolutely necessary for his preservation. Mr. [Henry] Osborn,

1 One of Gov. Shirley's five daughters.
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though he was afraid of expressing his real sentiments to your grace, is I 
find not desirous of the employment you intended to honour him with, and 
would be gladly excused from this service. As the safety of this important 
acquisition may possibly depend on the early appointment of a prudent 
governor, there seems to be one at hand who (if your grace should judge 
him a fit person) may set out immediately. By his being employed, Ihe] will 
ease us of all the difficulties we laboured under with regard to the intricacy 
of command between Admirals Townsend and Warren. By Ithis] means we 
may have the use of the entire squadron in North America during the whole 
summer season.

If your grace approves this plan and will give me your directions upon it, 
I will propose it to the Duke of Newcastle tomorrow morning, or as soon as 
I have received your answer. It seems on many accounts a prudent measure 
(in which we are all of the same opinion) both on account of Mr. Knowles' 
ability and experience, and his particular knowledge of fortifications. [This] 
points him out as the most likely person to make the necessary im 
provements towards securing us all the advantages that may be the conse 
quence of the reduction of this fortress to his Majesty's obedience. It will 
tend greatly to the prosecution of any further conquests in that part of the 
world by enabling us to keep our whole force there the whole summer 
season. [This] otherwise could not be done without some disagreeable cir 
cumstance with regard either to Mr. Townsend or Mr. Warren, which ought 
doubtless if possible to be avoided. However reasonable this plan seems to 
be, we would by no means take any step in it till your grace's intentions are 
known. Nor should we have troubled you with this express, did not the 
nature of the service seem to require the utmost dispatch.

P.S. It is proposed that Mr. Warren should (according to his desire) have 
leave to go to New England, where he will have opportunities to concert 
measures with the several governments towards any further settlement in 
those parts, as he will be directed by this board to do. [He] will be assisted 
by the Duke of Newcastle with letters to the several governors for that pur 
pose. In the meantime, if anything has been already projected and can be 
executed immediately, Mr. Townsend will be directed to put ten sail of the 
line under Mr. Warren's command, who is certainly the only proper person 
to be at the head of such [an] expedition.

193. Bakers to Warren
London, 7 Mar. 1745/6

SIR, Some sudden circumstances have still detained the men of war going, to 
be put under your command; and by that means we have [an] opportunity
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this post to write you more particularly on your affairs.... We advise you 
not to draw bills in dollars ... because there is no ascertaining the value 
here. Those bills, which you have paid, will remain as an imprest of so much 
sterling money, to be accounted for by you in sterling disbursements, which 
you must determine by some exchange or other. Dollars here are no more 
than ounces of silver of no determinate value....

At present the stocks incline to recover a little [from] their late fall, so 
that scarce any of these three percents come to market. This is the fund 
which is by much the most advantageous to lay your money out in, because 
(as you will not want to alter the situation of it) there is no doubt but when a 
peace comes, these three percents will be at or above par. By that means 
you will have an increase of your principal equal to the present discount. 
This is the concurrent opinion of Mr. Anson, Mr. Norris and ourselves....

The memorandum of money you have advanced sundry persons shall be 
attended to; what lies in our power done to secure what you have lent them. 
We believe there will be no distribution before you come home; but should 
there, we cannot say whether it will be in us to make it.

One of the ships (that is the officers and crew of the Sunderland) have 
revoked the power made to you, and substituted one, [John] Kerly [Jr.], a 
litigious attorney, brother to one of Capt. Brett's lieutenants. Brett himself 
has been very injuriously treated by them for endeavouring to prevent this 
folly to themselves, and indignity to you. Thus we shall very likely find 
ourselves under the necessity of seeing only that no injustice is done to you 
and our friends. If it be[comes] necessary to act jointly in a distribution with 
such a chap, we must endeavour to excuse ourselves.

As to the two East Indiamen, they are at Portsmouth still awaiting con 
voy. The Charmante Mr. Edwards is agent to for his own ship's company 
and himself. Capt. Here's agent is a lawyer of good character, but knows 
nothing of this kind of business. The Canterbury's officers and men have, it 
seems, joined us with Mr. Douglass as their agent. You see what small con 
cern we have in all these matters. What we have in the Charmante we 
believe we shall renounce for Mr. Edwards. We are told he will appoint the 
famous Mr. [Richard] Nash for his substitute. As he has already withheld 
all the papers and everything from us whereby we could either inform 
ourselves or serve the concerned, we have all the reason in the world to con 
clude no business can be done with him but on the foot of opposition, which 
we shall not choose to enter into for any consideration of profit. The Heron 
we have nothing to do with [that] we know of. Thus all the promises of your 
captains to you are performed. We should not have mentioned these things 
to you (but have left the account of their behaviour to Mr. O. DeLancey) 
only as your property is concerned as a share in these prizes, we could not 
give you a true state of your affairs in our hands, without so much as we 
have said.
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We are sorry the occasion of your express was to give us such bad news 
of your situation at Louisbourg. We hope all will soon be reinforced in 
every shape both by land and sea supplies. There seems to be a good inclina 
tion to retain the place at all events; but such is the usual method of doing 
business here in our public offices that no one can say when the service will 
be performed, or whether properly applied. By this means it was that those 
transports &c. that were destined for your support were sent from hence too 
late, and thereby missed their opportunity of getting into your harbour.

You desire to have news! Mr. O. DeLancey will tell you all that we could 
write. It is intended you should come home this summer, and generally 
believed and hoped (not merely on your own account but for the public) that 
you will be sent for and put at the head of the fleet here. Somebody is 
wanted that has credit and authority to command here!

We desire you will talk over with Mr. O. DeLancey the nature of our 
contract. Do not let [Peter] Bennett want your assistance. Much depends on 
his setting out right and being on good terms with the officers of the gar 
rison. As to [the] supply of silver, we depend at first on your being able to 
help him. Thereafter it must be done from New York and Boston in case the 
circulation of Louisbourg will not supply a sufficiency.

194. Warren and Pepperrell to Apthorp and Sparhawk
Louisbourg, 8 Mar. 1745/6

GENTLEMEN, Yours by Capt. Gould we received with invoice and bill of 
lading of sundries for this garrison, which are to our satisfaction. We are 
pleased you have sent such an assortment. We must recommend it to your 
particular care that the remainder which you shall send be also good in their 
kind and purchased and transported with all possible frugality and at the 
best exchange.

In answer to your desire that we would advise you what boards to draw 
on for the several articles, you will please to observe the enclosed directions, 
duplicates of which draft with the proper vouchers you will not omit to send 
us as soon as may be. We think it may be necessary when you draw to 
make an apology, desiring that it may be excused if, for want of rightly 
knowing the proper boards or forms of drawing, any mistake therein should 
be committed, and that they would be so good as to rectify and adjust the 
same among themselves if it should so happen. Be pleased also to mention 
in your drafts that the expense is on account and for the use of the garrison 
and troops here (as all that is already sent is). Anything for the squadron
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must be kept in a separate account, concerning which the admiral will give 
the necessary directions.

We desire also that what vessels you employ to transport what we have 
written you for may be such as are suitable to carry wood.... Agree for 
them on the best terms you can to remain here on hire by the month for 
some time to fetch wood from the neighbouring parts for this garrison, if we 
shall think proper to employ them in that service, in which case their pay 
therefor [is] to commence after delivering their cargoes here.

195. Corbett to Warren
13 Mar. 1745/6

SIR, Since mine to you of 1 Nov. [No. 175], which went by the Kinsale (a 
duplicate of which you will receive herewith) I am to own the receipt of 
yours of 23 Nov. by Lieut. Holburne [No. 178], which I have com 
municated to my lords commissioners of the Admiralty.

The Dover and Torrington sailed for Gibraltar on 7 Nov. with two 
regiments of foot in transports bound to Louisbourg. Their lordships hope 
they have got hold of North America, that they will arrive timely enough at 
Louisbourg to strengthen and assist the present garrison, and that the com 
ing of fresh provisions and proper necessaries from our colonies will recover 
and keep the whole garrison to good health.

Their lordships approve of your having kept the Vigilant at Louisbourg 
in order to prevent desertion among the forces and to strengthen the 
garrison.

According to your desire in your letter of 3 Oct. [No. 165], the captains 
of the Norwich and Canterbury have orders to make the signal you mention 
when they arrive off Louisbourg. Whatever other ships shall be sent out this 
spring shall be instructed to make the same signals. Their lordships advise 
you not to trust too much to them, as it is possible some of your dispatches 
may have fallen into the hands of the enemy or that notice of the signal may 
some other way come to their knowledge, especially in so long a distance of 
time as from the beginning of October. You will do well not to rely upon 
that signal, especially if a considerable number of ships be in company when 
it is made.

Their lordships have taken into consideration the great improvement the 
people of New England have made in shipbuilding. [They] are very desirous 
of having one or two ships of war of 44 guns and two of 24 guns built in 
that country. [They] do recommend it to you to treat and agree with such 
persons whose skill you have the best opinion of for building four such ships
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accordingly. I send you the principal dimensions, and also the weight of the 
metal of the guns for your guidance in contracting with them.... One con 
dition of the contract must be to transport and navigate the ships, when they 
are finished, to Spithead with such a number of officers and men to sail 
them as you shall think proper, according as it shall be time of war or peace. 
You may enter into such obligation for the return of the said officers and 
men who shall desire it as shall be to their satisfaction. I send you the form 
of a contract between the navy board and contractors for building ships of 
war, which may be a guide to you in drawing up a contract with those you 
shall treat with. 1

I have received and communicated to my lords commissioners of the Ad 
miralty your letter of 18 Jan. [No. 187J from Louisbourg, which came by 
the sloop tender, manned out of the Chester. [That] vessel being in very bad 
condition, their lordships have ordered the navy board to sell her, and the 
men who came in her will return to you in the Canterbury.

As to the settlement of a packet boat from hence to Louisbourg for the 
convenience of the colonies, the utility thereof is very certain. Things of that 
kind will come into the general consideration of rendering the settlement of 
Louisbourg useful to Great Britain. When such regulations shall come into 
deliberation, this scheme of the establishment of a packet shall not be 
forgot! ten].

Their lordships are sorry the necessity of the service has made it un 
avoidable to send to Louisbourg a squadron of ships from the West Indies 
under the command of a flag officer superior to you. It was impossible to 
send a squadron from England so early as they hope Mr. Townsend will be 
able to arrive there. Their lordships have now sent out two ships for the pre 
sent relief of the garrison, but the convoy will not probably depart from 
hence sooner [than] three weeks or a month.

Their lordships have ordered me to send you, as I do herewith, a copy of 
their instructions to Vice Adm. Townsend. You will see the great care they 
have taken to render this summer agreeable to you in the way your letters to 
them, as well as your private ones to your friends, suggest would be so. 
They heartily wish you a perfect reestablishment of your health, and that 
nothing may prevent your serving with your flag against his Majesty's 
enemies and increasing the reputation you have so universally acquired.

1 A copy of the actual contract made by Warren has not been located.
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196. Newcastle to Warren and Pepperrell
Whitehall, 14 Mar. 1745/6

GENTLEMEN, I received on the 28th past the favour of your joint letter of 18 
Jan., 1 and laid it immediately before the king.

His Majesty was extremely concerned to find by it the present weak con 
dition of the garrison of Louisbourg, occasioned by the late sickness there. 
The king hopes that the two regiments which were sent from Gibraltar will 
be arrived before this time at Louisbourg, (the lords of the Admiralty having 
received an account that some of the transports with those troops on board 
were met off the capes of Virginia in January last). His Majesty also hopes 
that Vice Adm. Townsend, with a considerable squadron from the West In 
dies, will be at Louisbourg before any attempt can be made upon that place 
by the enemy. However his Majesty has been pleased to order that Major 
Gen. Frampton's regiment, consisting of 800 men, should be immediately 
sent thither, three companies of which will embark on board two 60 gun 
ships, by which I send this letter. The remainder of Frampton's regiment will 
go with the convoy which (as I am informed by the lords commissioners of 
the admiralty) will be ready to sail in about a fortnight.

I send you enclosed a copy of the letter I wrote by his Majesty's order to 
the master general of the Ordnance, directing him to provide the stores 
desired in your last letter, and to send them with the above-mentioned con 
voy, and also to send directions at the same time for performing the other 
services mentioned by you. I enclose a copy of the answer which I have 
received from the Duke of Montagu.

I have written by his Majesty's order, to Gov. Shirley and the other 
governors of his Majesty's colonies in North America to contribute all the 
assistance in their power towards the forming such a force at Louisbourg as 
may be sufficient for the defence of that important place. His Majesty is 
fully persuaded that nothing will be wanting on your part for that purpose.

As to what you mention relating to the establishment of a civil govern 
ment at Louisbourg, his Majesty will order that affair to be considered by 
the lords of the council, before whom I shall lay all that has been 
represented by you relating to it.

197. Newcastle to Warren
Whitehall, 14 Mar. 1745/6

SIR, You have represented as well in your letter to me, as in those you have 
written to the lords of the Admiralty, that the state of your health was such 

1 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 
437-^2; original in PRO, CO/5/44, fol. 16-22v.
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as made it necessary for you to desire his Majesty's permission to resign the 
government of Cape Breton. Their lordships having recommended Com 
modore Knowles to his Majesty to succeed you in that employment, his 
Majesty has been pleased to appoint Mr. Knowles to be governor of Cape 
Breton with the same commission that was granted to you. As his Majesty 
is extremely satisfied with your conduct and with the services you have per 
formed, you may be assured the king would not have made any alteration in 
the government of Cape Breton had you not yourself desired it. His Majesty 
has ordered Commodore Knowles not to make use of his commission nor to 
act in any respect as governor of Cape Breton until you shall leave that 
place, as you will see by the enclosed copy of my letter to Mr. Knowles. 1

I am in a particular manner to recommend it to you to give Mr. Knowles 
all the lights and instructions that you shall think necessary for his conduct. 
You will endeavour to establish the same good correspondence between him 
and Sir William Pepperrell that has always subsisted between you and that 
gentleman.

As you are perfectly well acquainted with everything that relates to his 
Majesty's service in North America, and able to judge what impression may 
be made on the French settlements in those parts, his Majesty ordered me to 
recommend it to you to consider with Mr. Shirley (to whom I also write on 
this subject) in what manner his Majesty's squadron may be best employed 
for the defence of Cape Breton, and for making an attempt on any of the 
French settlements in North America (and particularly the town of Quebec, 
or any other part of Canada; and in general in what manner the French 
may be the most effectually molested and annoyed in those parts). If it 
should be thought practicable to make any such attempt, what numbers of 
land forces can be raised in his Majesty's colonies in North America for 
that purpose? I send you herewith letters to the several governors of the 
northern colonies, with a copy for your information. 2 You will forward such 
of them as you and Mr. Shirley shall think proper, [should] you judge it 
practicable to make any attempt in which a land force shall be necessary. I 
should be glad to have, as soon as possible, your and Mr. Shirley's joint 
thoughts on this subject, to be laid before the king. In the meantime, the 
lords of the admiralty inform me that they have sent orders to Vice Adm. 
Townsend to put ten ships of the line under your command, in case you 
shall think it practicable and advisable with that force to make an attempt 
upon any of the French settlements, which his Majesty is persuaded you will 
employ in the best and most effectual manner for his service.

1 PRO, CO/5/45, fol. 334.
2 PRO, CO/5/45, fol. 331-2, dated 14 Mar. 1745, addressed to each governor from South 

Carolina to Massachusetts.
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Though I have not the pleasure of being personally known to you, 1 am 
so well acquainted with your abilities and zeal for his Majesty's service that 
I shall always have a particular pleasure in showing the regard and esteem, 
with which I am &ca.

P.S. I hope I shall have the pleasure of hearing from you as often as 
anything occurs to you for his Majesty's service.

198. Bedford to Newcastle1
London, 24 Mar. 1745/6

MY LORD, I have gone through all the several papers I received from your 
grace relating to Cape Breton, and the proposals for the future reduction of 
Canada, which [papers] were sent your grace from Adm. Warren |No. 180] 
and Gov. Shirley. I have also endeavoured to get what further lights 1 could 
into this affair from other papers which I have obtained from people who 
have been conversant [with] those countries and employed there in his 
Majesty's service.

The great consequence to this nation of the reduction of Canada, 
Louisiana and the French empire in North America to his Majesty's 
obedience is so self-evident that I shall be much shorter on that head than 1 
should otherwise have been. I shall confine myself to those five 
propositions, which I believe will be denied by no person at all conversant in 
trade and with the present state of our American colonies.
1. The conquest will secure to us forever the whole fish and fur trade by 
both of which the French gain yearly such vast sums besides the means of 
training up great numbers of seamen, and thereby gaining a prodigious ad 
ditional strength to their naval forces.
2. By this they will be debarred [from] supplying their sugar islands with 
provisions, lumber and all other things necessary for carrying on their sugar 
and indigo works. [This] must in the end prove their ruin, or at least enable 
our sugar planters to undersell them in all the European markets, which 1 
fear is far from being the case at present.
3. The trade of old France must inevitably be greatly diminished if the two 
foregoing propositions are just, as both the inhabitants of Canada (Indians 
and French alike) and also those of the sugar islands take off vast quantities 
of French manufactures in return for the respective commodities of their 
own growth.

1 This letter should be compared to the one sent to Newcastle by Bedford, Gen. Wade and 
Gen. St. Clair, 30 Mar. 1746. See Russell, ed., Correspondence of John, Fouth Duke of Bed 
ford, Vol. I, pp. 65-9.
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4. France will no longer have it in her power to build ships of war in 
America, and will be obliged to furnish herself with great masts and other 
things absolutely necessary for the building of great ships from the Eastland 
Country 1 only, which will be a great means of keeping her naval force 
within due bounds.

I have hitherto only mentioned the great blow France will receive from 
her loss and our conquest of his important country. As it will greatly dis 
tress her, must necessarily in equal proportion to that avail us. iWe] can 
never look upon an increase of naval strength and commerce in her but with 
jealous eyes. I will now more particularly enumerate the advantages this 
country will gain by this acquisition with regard to our own security and 
commerce.
5. This conquest will secure to us our present possessions on the continent 
of North America, almost all of which are exposed to frequent inroads of 
the French and the Indian nations in alliance with them. By their situation, 
as they lie on the back of our settlements, [they] have ever been troublesome 
neighbours to us. More particularly [it] will secure that country 
appropriated for masting the Royal Navy. [It] will enable us to settle in a 
better manner the eastern parts of New England and Nova Scotia than they 
now are, the last of which particularly, as all the inhabitants are of French 
origin, seems to be greatly exposed as long as the French continue masters 
of Canada.

The means proposed to attain this valuable country are various, but they 
almost all seem to agree in this one proposition. A body of regular troops 
[should] be sent from hence to be there time enough to act as soon as the St. 
Lawrence river shall be open and free from ice, and the summer far enough 
advanced to permit our troops to keep the field. This season (considering the 
coldness of the climate) can hardly be expected before the latter end of May 
or beginning of June. By [that] time I hope and believe (if great expedition is 
used) the troops, train of artillery, stores and victuals and all other things 
necessary may arrive in the river St. Lawrence. It is likewise asserted to by 
all that a number of troops, forthwith to be taken into his Majesty's pay, 
should be levied in each of the colonies to the northward of the two 
Carolinas. What number of these troops are requisite, and in what propor 
tion each colony shall raise them is impossible for me to suggest, especially 
as the numbers that will be wanted will depend very much on the force his 
Majesty shall think proper to spare from hence. On [these] I must own my 
greatest reliance will be. It must be allowed that American troops (though 
new[ly] raised), if supported with good battalions from hence, will be of

1 Southern coast of Baltic Sea, see R. W. K. Hinton, The Eastland Trade and the Com 
monweal (Cambridge: at the University Press, 1959).
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great service for scouring the woods and making war in the American 
manner.

I would propose that his Majesty should please to send orders to all the 
governors of the provinces to the northward of the two Carolinas to direct 
them to levy what men they can in so short a time in order to be employed 
in this expedition. Those raised in New York and the governments to the 
southward of it [should] rendezvous by 1 June next at Albany, within the 
province of New York and the nearest city in our possession to Montreal, 
the second city of Canada. [These should then] proceed from thence across 
the country by land, under such generals and officers as his Majesty shall 
please to appoint, to Montreal as soon as they shall have intelligence that 
our fleet is entered into the river St. Lawrence, in order to form the siege of 
that city or at least to break up the settlements between that and Quebec. 
Thereby [they will] prevent [the inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal from] 
being supplied with provisions, which must inevitably reduce both those 
cities to surrender in a short time. [This in turn will] force the whole 
province ([whose] strength consists in them and in the country on each side 
of the river immediately between them) to submit to his Majesty's 
obedience.

In case the Americans, without the assistance of regular troops, should 
not be able to form the siege of Montreal, they will at least be sufficient, 
with the assistance of our allies the Five Nations of Iroquois, to destroy the 
open country (and indeed the only well settled one in Canada) between the 
two cities of Quebec and Montreal, and leave the reduction of this last place 
till that of Quebec is effected by the regular troops.

The forces proposed to be raised in New England (viz in the provinces of 
the Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, Rhode Island and New Hampshire) 
should all be at their rendezvous at Louisbourg by the middle of May at 
latest. [They should then] proceed from thence in conjunction with the 
troops that are proposed to be sent from England and any part of the gar 
rison of Louisbourg that can be spared, under the convoy of his Majesty's 
fleet to the river St. Lawrence, so as to arrive there by the beginning of June. 
[Then they should] proceed up the river immediately to Quebec with such 
ships of war, sloops and such other armed vessels (which may be furnished 
by the provinces) as his Majesty's admiral commanding in chief shall please 
to appoint. The admiral himself (if he shall not think it proper to proceed up 
the river in person) [will] cruise with the remaining part of the squadron at 
the mouth of the river and round the islands of Newfoundland and Cape 
Breton in proper stations to intercept any force the enemy might attempt to 
throw in for the relief of their colonies.

I have the satisfaction to be able to inform your grace that his Majesty's
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sea force there at present is very considerable. I make no doubt but that a 
reinforcement may be spared from hence to make up a fleet of near twenty 
ships of war, besides bomb vessels, fire ships and some vessels IwhichJ I 
hope the colonies (upon his Majesty's pleasure signified to them) will furnish 
us with. Those with whale boats and other small craft to go ahead of the fleet 
will be of infinite service in the river St. Lawrence, the pilotage of which is 
difficult and little known to us. I fear that obtaining [dependable] pilots for 
that navigation is very improbable, which renders the precaution of small 
boats being kept ahead of the fleet absolutely necessary.

Your grace must doubtless have observed that Gov. Shirley, in his letter 
from Louisbourg of 29 Oct. last, proposes that 20,000 men should be raised 
in the several provinces of North America for this expedition. The terms in 
which they are to be raised are such [that] I believe could never be agreed to 
by this country. The plan [was] that they should be paid, subsisted, clothed 
and armed entirely [at] his Majesty's expense, that they should have all the 
plunder and the conquered lands distributed amongst them, and should re 
tain their arms. I must own [if] this scheme [was] practicable (which I think 
it is not) I should have great objections to it as well upon my unwillingness 
to trust this important affair (after the experience we have had of them) 
wholly to American regiments, and also on account of the independence it 
may create in those provinces, towards their mother country, when they 
shall see within themselves so great an army possessed of their own right by 
conquest of so great an extent of country, which, though to be enjoyed by 
them, is yet to be attained at the expense of their mother country, who is to 
arm, pay, clothe and subsist them.

All these objections and many more that might be made to the plan of 
Mr. Shirley's will be obviated by this present proposal of mine. Your chief 
dependence [must be placed] upon your fleet and the troops you will send 
from hence. The Americans [must be looked upon] only as useful troops 
when joined to battalions of your own which you can trust. [They] cannot 
be depended upon when singly by themselves, either to make head against 
an army of the enemy or to form a regular siege. But [they can] be 
employed in scouring the woods, driving the enemy's cattle and breaking up 
their plantations and settlements, which has been a kind of war they have 
been accustomed to.

I imagine pursuing the plan I now propose may take off the objections in 
Adm. Warren's letter of 23 Nov. last [No. 180] against undertaking this ex 
pedition this year. They seem to arise almost wholly from the difficulties he 
apprehends must unavoidably happen and the delays that must necessarily 
ensue in settling the quotas each province must furnish, and the 
preliminaries that must be adjusted with each of them before any steps can
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be taken for raising so great a body of troops as proposed by Gov. Shirley 
(from whom Adm. Warren seems to have taken the plan of operations for 
the land forces, and to have grounded his hopes of success from the efforts 
of the northern colonies). [Warren's objections] will be entirely obviated by 
our sending a force from hence sufficient to answer the ends proposed, in 
conjunction with the troops the provinces may be able to raise at so short a 
warning....

Before I entirely quit Adm. Warren's letter of 23 Nov. last I think it right 
to take notice that I fear his second reason for deferring this expedition to 
the ensuing year will then have as much if not greater weight than it now 
has: obtaining pilots for the river St. Lawrence. It is not to be imagined that 
the French will either suffer our obtaining any pilots from them that we can 
depend on, or permit our small boats to appear in the river to take the 
depths of the water or observe the setting of the tides or make any other 
observations that may be of use to us. On the contrary [they] will endeavour 
as much as lies in their power to obstruct and shut up the navigation from 
us. I may in general venture to affirm that half the expense and trouble 
properly staked now will go farther towards obtaining what we hope and 
wish for than the double of it will the next year. As it is not to be presumed 
that the French will omit taking the necessary precautions towards 
defending themselves, the ensuing summer season will permit them to do, 
such as strengthening their fortifications, collecting together large quantities 
of stores and provisions and endeavouring to debauch from us the Iroquois, 
our ancient allies. [Here] I fear they have too great a likelihood of 
succeeding by means of their priests and missionaries. [This will happen! es 
pecially if those people see that we have not the courage to follow the blow 
we have given our enemies in the reduction of Cape Breton, which doubtless 
must as yet have great effect amongst the Indians in convincing them that 
the French are not the nation they can rely upon to protect them in opposi 
tion to us....

I believe it will not be improper to inform your grace that as the bent of 
the French inhabitants of these countries is more to trading with the Indians 
than to agriculture, and as they have no slaves there as in the West Indies to 
till the ground for them, the produce of the country is barely sufficient to 
support the inhabitants. I flatter myself that the proposal I have above made 
of the New York forces, &ca. making an inroad from Albany into the best 
settled country, between Montreal and Quebec, will soon oblige them to sur 
render for want of provisions, which they cannot be supplied with from 
abroad, as our fleet will stop up the entrance of the river St. Lawrence, their 
sole way of communication with Europe.

I make no doubt but that if this plan, or any part of it, meets with your



228 OCCUPATION OF LOUISBOURG

grace's approbation, you will consult with the most able land and sea of 
ficers in order to its being put in a proper shape to be laid before his Majesty 
for his royal approbation. If I should have the good fortune of its being 
approved, that immediate orders may be given for getting ready the troops, 
train of artillery, stores (military and naval), provisions, ammunition and in 
general all things that shall be judged necessary, with the utmost dispatch, I 
think the success of it greatly depends (I may say wholly) upon not being 
prevented by the alertness of our enemies, who will leave no stone unturned 
to frustrate us in an attempt, which if it succeeds, must be so fatal to them. I 
can assure your grace nothing shall be wanting that is in my power to 
accelerate this work....

199. Warren to Shir ley
[LouisbourgJ 2 Apr. 1746

[SiR,] 1 ... I am sorry your fund is so small for raising the American 
regiments, and upon a notion of whoever deceived the ministry by telling 
them the soldiers are already raised for you at Louisbourg. Had I been con 
sulted upon this I should have assured them that I could not apprehend it 
was possible to raise two regiments in America at any rate, such is their 
[hostility] to enlist[ing] as soldiers. Had you not enlisted for a term of years, 
I do not think you could get ten men in all the colonies.

200. Warren and Pepperrell to Benning Wentworth
Louisbourg, 4 Apr. 1746

SIR, We are favoured with your excellency's of the 18th ultimo. 2 by Capt. 
[Edward] Brooks, and observe with pleasure your readiness to furnish a 
quota of recruits for this garrison, agreeable to our late representations. As 
we have now a good prospect of the speedy arrival of the Gibraltar troops, 
and his Majesty's orders for raising two American regiments being come to 
hand, we are in hopes that your trouble and expense may be spared. You 
represent the difficulties you labour under in the affair to be peculiar, es 
pecially if the number of men proposed to be raised by your government 
should speedily be enlisted there for the new regiments, and be transported 
here. We doubt not of your promoting [this] by giving all the encourage 
ment in your power for that purpose. The terms of enlistment your

1 Only this extract has been located.
2 For text, see Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 462-4.
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excellency will be made acquainted with by the officers that are employed in 
that service among you. Those that enlist may be assured that those terms 
will be honourably and punctually complied with. We have taken care that 
Capt. Brooks should be dispatched agreeable to your desire. [We] hope we 
shall soon have the pleasure to inform you of the safe arrival of the ex 
pected troops and stores.

201. Warren and Pepperrell to John Osborne
Louisbourg, 4 Apr. 1746

SIR, Yours in the name and by the order of the committee of war of 5 Feb. 
[No. 189] we have received by Capt. Stinson. The difficulties you mention 
him to have laboured under are what we were entire strangers to, and are 
sorry to hear of, nor do we know anything of what you mention of one of 
the commissaries here writing to Boston. What relates to Mr. Warren's 
branch he will answer.

[This] reduces our present answer to what regards our sending to the 
committee last October for sundries for this garrison, and our sending since 
to Messrs. Apthorp and Sparhawk for the same. The occasion of [this], we 
assure you, was not any desire in us to slight those gentlemen in whom the 
general court had reposed so great a trust. We had no answer for a long 
time, by which we concluded that they thought it giving them too much 
trouble, and the necessity of the garrison being such as required our taking 
those measures that would most expedite their being sent. We have received 
no account of what is sent by the committee, but as a considerable quantity 
of stores are already arrived here and more are daily expected from 
England, we do not propose to have any further quantity sent in conse 
quence of our late directions.

202. Warren and Pepperrell to Apthorp and Sparhawk
Louisbourg, 4 Apr. 1746

GENTLEMEN, Enclosed is a copy of our last to you [No. 194]. A con 
siderable quantity of stores for this garrison are since arrived here, and 
more are daily expected from England. We desire you would omit sending 
any further part of what we wrote to you for, except the materials for 
building new barracks, which we desire may be hastened down as soon as 
possible, viz, boards, ranging timber, shingles, clapboard, glass, &c., 
agreeable to the indent sent you.



230 OCCUPATION OF LOUISBOURG

203. Warren and Pepperrell to Mascarene
Louisbourg, 5 Apr. 1746

SIR, We have your favour of 11 Jan. 1 by the Ordnance Packet, Giddings 
[master], and observe the contents. We are sensible the situation of affairs 
at Annapolis must be peculiarly difficult at this juncture, especially as you 
can repose no confidence in any assurance of fidelity or submission from 
the inhabitants with which you are surrounded. We are in great hopes that 
measures will very speedily be taken by the ministry for putting the affairs 
of Nova Scotia on a better footing, and thereby remove the difficulties you 
mention. You may be assured on all occasions of our best assistance. We 
wrote you on 8 Mar., 2 to which we must refer you [for] our opinion of the 
best measures for setting on foot a treaty with the Indians, when their 
presents expected from England arrive here. We hope we shall be able to 
afford your garrison any assistance it may stand in need of.

204. Admiralty Board to Warren
Admiralty Office, 7 Apr. 1746

Plan of an Intended Expedition Against Canada
1. A body of 4,000 foot, regular troops, commanded by Lieut. Gen. St. 
Clair, are getting ready with a train of artillery, stores, provisions, and all 
necessary things. It is hoped they will be able to sail from England, under a 
convoy of five men of war of the line (including ships of 44 guns) with a 
fireship and a bomb vessel, by the latter end of this month, or the beginning 
of May and proceed directly to Louisbourg.
2. His grace the Duke of Newcastle has written by this conveyance to the 
governors of Massachusetts Bay, New Hampshire, Connecticut and Rhode 
Island/ to raise ais many men as they can within their respective 
governments to serve in his Majesty's pay, and to send them in transports to 
the rendezvous at Louisbourg, by the middle of May. [There they will] join 
the regular forces under Lieut. Gen. St. Clair and proceed in conjunction 
with them, and such part of the garrison at Louisbourg as can be spared, to 
the river St. Lawrence, so as to be there by the beginning of June, and to 
proceed up the river immediately to Quebec.
3. He has likewise written to Gov. Shirley and the other aforesaid gover 
nors to get as many armed vessels as possible to serve with the fleet in this

1 Not located.
2 For text, see Massachusett Historical Society, Collections, 6th series, Vol. X, pp. 450-3.
3 Newcastle letters, dated 9 Apr. are found in PRO, CO/5/45, fol. 222-4, 229-35.
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expedition, and to be under the command of Rear Adm. Warren, and also 
to get small boats and other small craft to go ahead of the fleet in the river 
St. Lawrence, the pilotage of which is difficult and very little known to the 
English. It is recommended to them and to Rear Adm. Warren to procure if 
possible pilots acquainted with the navigation of the said river.
4. It is intended that Lieut. Gen. St. Clair shall command in chief both the 
regular troops and the American forces employed in this expedition. Rear 
Adm. Warren shall command the squadron that is to go with them and act 
by sea, which squadron is to be composed of such ships as Mr. Warren, 
with the agreement of Vice Adm. Townsend, shall choose of the main 
squadron. It is to be recommended to him to take no more ships than shall 
be judged necessary for carrying on the expedition, and those not to be of 
the largest rates. The remainder [are] to be left under the command of Vice 
Adm. Townsend for the defence of Louisbourg, and also to protect the 
fishery at Newfoundland, and to send convoys with them to Europe.
5. The Duke of Newcastle has written to Gov. Shirley and Sir William 
Pepperrell to complete their respective regiments, in order to garrison 
Louisbourg, in the absence of the army. 1
6. The Duke of Newcastle has written to Gov. Shirley to assign Mr. 
[Thomas] Hutchinson, commissary of stores in contracting for any quantity 
of provisions he may think necessary to lay in, for the use of his Majesty's 
troops upon their arrival in North America.
7. Besides the expedition by sea, it is intended to have forces make an erup 
tion into the southern parts of Canada by land. [They] are to be com 
manded by Mr. Gooch, Lieut. Gov. of Virginia. For this end the Duke of 
Newcastle has written to the governors of New York, New Jersey, Penn 
sylvania, Maryland and Virginia to raise as many men as they can to serve 
in his Majesty's pay. [They] are to rendezvous by 1 June at Albany, which 
is the nearest town to Montreal, or at such place as Mr. Gooch shall ap 
point. Mr. Gooch is to follow such orders as he shall receive from Mr. St. 
Clair or other superior officers. These forces are to proceed from the place 
of rendezvous, cross the country by land to Montreal so soon as they shall 
have intelligence that our fleet has entered into the river St. Lawrence, and 
form the siege of that place. But if they should not be able to undertake the 
siege of Montreal without the assistance of the regular troops, they will be 
able at least, with the assistance of our allies the Five Nations of Iroquois, 
to destroy the open country between the cities of Quebec and Montreal, and 
leave the reduction of this place till that at Quebec is effected by the regular 
troops. These American troops will be very serviceable for scouring the 
country between Quebec and Montreal, driving the cattle, breaking up plan- 

1 PRO, CO/5/45, fol. 343-5, 354-60.
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tations and settlements, which will prevent their being supplied with 
provisions and inevitably force them to surrender in a short time, and 
reduce the whole province to his Majesty's obedience.

205. Newcastle to Warren
Whitehall, 9 Apr. 1746

SIR, You will receive an account from the lords commissioners of the Ad 
miralty [No. 204] by the sloop which carries this letter that his Majesty has 
been pleased to order five battalions of his troops to go from hence as soon 
as possible, with a sufficient convoy of men of war, to Louisbourg. [There 
they will] be employed together with the regiment of Major Gen. Frampton 
(which I acquainted you by my letter of the 14th past [No. 197| was 
ordered to embark for Louisbourg) and with the two regiments sent thither 
from Gibraltar, and such troops as can be levied in his Majesty's colonies in 
North America for the immediate reduction of Canada.

These troops are to be commanded by Lieut. Gen. St. Clair, an officer of 
great ability and experience. I am persuaded you will find [him] ready and 
desirous to act in the strictest concert with you for carrying on his Majesty's 
service in this important expedition. You will receive from the lords com 
missioners of the Admiralty by this conveyance a general plan [No. 204] of 
this undertaking. You will have by the next opportunity more full and par 
ticular instructions for your conduct. 1 In the meantime you will make the 
necessary preparations so that everything may be ready for proceeding 
upon this expedition as soon as the troops shall arrive at Louisbourg. It is 
hoped [they] may be able to sail from hence the latter end of this month or 
the beginning of May.

I must particularly recommend to you the important article of procuring, 
if possible, pilots that are acquainted with the difficult and hazardous 
navigation of the river St. Lawrence. I need say nothing to induce you to 
exert your utmost endeavours for promoting the success of this expedition. 
You have already given such proofs of your zeal and abilities for his 
Majesty's service that the king entirely depends upon your doing everything 
that lies in your power for that purpose.

It has been represented to his Majesty that there is a very good hospital at 
Louisbourg. I am commanded to signify to you the king's pleasure that you 
should take care that the same may be prepared in proper manner and

1 No further instructions were sent to Warren either by Newcastle or the Admiralty until 
his return to England late in Dec. 1746.
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provided with necessaries for the use of his Majesty's troops upon their 
arrival at Louisbourg.

206. Bakers to Warren
London, 10 Apr. 1746

SIR, We wrote you [on] several different dates by the Canterbury man of 
war, who went in company with Commodore Knowles. We cannot doubt 
but those letters will get safe to your hands, so we refer ourselves thereto. 
This we are the more obliged to do, not having had a line to transcribe the 
letters then written you (the last date was 7 Mar.) [No. 193].

The express by [which] this is intended to go will bring you all necessary 
public instructions. We must repeat however our desire that you will take 
care of your concerns in the contract, which will now become more exten 
sive and demand more money, at Louisbourg. You will be saving all you can 
conveniently. Leave with Mr. [Peter] Bennett, or should the Canterbury mis 
carry (which God forbid!) pray assist Mr. Bradshaw, to whom we have 
written about it, and let Mr. [John] Watts be acquainted with such mis 
carriage. Inform him also that the demand will probably be, for the present, 
for a much greater number of men than is expressed in our contract and 
which we suppose will fall on us to supply, but that is not absolutely deter 
mined yet. We shall write you fully by the men of war who are to carry 
Gen. St. Clair as to all your private concerns, which however you have 
pretty clearly stated by the Canterbury.

P.S. Samuel Baker's and spouse's (who is at present in town) compliments 
wait on you, Mrs. Warren and the young ladies, all whom we hope to 
embrace here ere long.

207. Corbett to Warren
11 Apr. 1746

SIR, My lords commissioners of the Admiralty, hav[e] seen a letter from 
Paul Mascarene Esq., commander in chief of his Majesty's forces at An 
napolis Royal. [The letter] representls] that, among the several wants at that 
place especially since war has been declared with France, [there is need] of a 
man of war to defend the harbour and to convoy their supplies from New 
England, and of a tender to carry and procure intelligence, and keep the 
upper part of their bay in respect. [The letter also points out] that you, being 
sensible of the same, have encouraged him to take a sloop of about 100 
tons, lately in the service of the Board of Ordnance, which has been judged
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then in council to be absolutely necessary [to maintain] such a vessel with 
the addition of a man of war for the service of that province, as before 
mentioned.

Their lordships command me to acquaint you that they approve of your 
taking the said vessel into his Majesty's service, and employing her in 
attending on Annapolis Royal and carrying intelligence between the two 
garrisons of Louisbourg and that place, and New England. [It is alsoj 
recommend[ed] to you to employ a small frigate likewise in guarding the 
entry of the basin and [in] convoying the stores and provisions, which that 
garrison receives from Boston for its support, when one can be spared.

P.S. If you are not in the command yourself, please to recommend this to 
Vice Adm. Townsend.

208. Warren and Pepperrell to Shirley
Louisbourg, 14 Apr. 1746

SIR, Your excellency's favour of 27 Mar. 1 we have received, by which we 
find how little dependence we can have on this garrison's being reinforced 
from the colonies. We join with you in opinion that the scheme pro 
posed by the assembly of Massachusetts would not have answered any 
good purpose, and would have involved both you and us in the difficulties 
you have pointed out. We think it highly reasonable that the colonies should 
contribute all in their power to speed[ily] fitting up the American regiments. 
This place, when once well-garrisoned, will be a strong barrier to them and 
greatly contribute to their advantage without any further expense to them. 
To that end we think that it would be but prudent in them to give a bounty 
to such as would enlist. In the meantime, [we] are glad to find you have so 
good a prospect of success in recruiting.

We impatiently wait the arrival of the Gibraltar troops, which, with the 
levies raised here and in the colonies for the new regiments, will we hope, 
with the ships expected here, soon put the garrison into a good posture of 
defence. On their arrival we shall readily dismiss as many of the troops now 
here as his Majesty's service will possibly admit of, agreeable to the expec 
tations of the several governments to which they belong. By a vessel that 
arrived here a few days ago twenty days from Antigua, we hear that Adm. 
Townsend with his fleet, having met with bad weather on this coast, were 
returned to Antigua where they were refitting. It is supposed they are now 
on their passage hither, but as the vessel brought no letters we do not learn 
any intelligence of their designs.

1 Not located.
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209. Clinton to Warren
New York, 116 Apr.] 1746

SIR, I have the favour of yours of 10 Feb. 1 signifying your further applica 
tion to me for succour in support of the garrison of Louisbourg. I am 
perfectly sensible it is incumbent upon the respective colonies on the conti 
nent to contribute all they can in maintenance of that acquisition to his 
Majesty.

I can assure you that none has taken more pains than myself to promote 
so necessary a service with the assembly of this province, particularly in a 
message I sent them upon that subject when I received your letter in con 
junction with Gen. Pepperrell of 25 Jan. I beg leave to refer Ito it], having 
enclosed it for your observation. I shall likewise lay your last letter before 
the assembly tomorrow. It may more fully appear how requisite it is for 
them to take your representations into their immediate consideration, 
though I arn of opinion they will not act their part in behalf of his 
Majesty on this occasion. I am doing my part to have his Majesty's orders in 
the most effectual manner complied with, and whatever consequence may 
ensue by a neglect thereof on the part of the assembly must be imputed to 
them.

I applied last post to Gov. Shirley to have the brass cannons and 
carriages returned which I lent for the service of the expedition against Cape 
Breton. We are erecting additional batteries in this city for its better security 
against an enemy, [and] have erected several but [have] no guns to put in 
them till those are returned. I must desire you will please send us those 
cannon from Louisbourg, as I conclude you are by this time sufficiently 
supplied from England with all warlike stores.2

210. Clinton to Warren
New York, 24 and 27 Apr. 1746

DEAR SIR, I am favoured with yours of 10 Feb. 3 and am very glad you and 
family have escaped being ill as the place has been so sickly. As for us here, 
we are continually so with one thing or another, which gives Mrs. Clinton 
great uneasiness on account of not being able to see any of the ladies. There 
is not one family in New York but what has had or has the smallpox in their

1 Not located.
2 On 6 Sept. Knowles informed Clinton that he had received a letter from Shirley and 

Warren, dated 11 Aug. (not located) instructing him to return the guns to New York. The 
sloop Content (Thomas Prince, master) had been hired for this purpose. George Clinton 
Papers, Vol. IV, WLCL.

3 Not located.
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houses. Mrs. Oliver [DeLancey] has also had it in her family ... and is 
now out of town.... We hope to be good neighbours [andj ... have the 
pleasure of your lady coming to Greenwich, or Mrs. [ ]. ! As to Mr. and 
Mrs. [Joseph] Murray, there is a very wide breach between us occasioned 
by her having applied to Mrs. Clinton for her interest with me in helping Mr. 
Murray to succeed me in the government. When she assured [my wife) no 
money should be wanting, and did not question but he should get it with my 
interest and hers with the Pelhams, my wife told her it was not in her power 
to assist her in it, being already engaged upon. She got Mr. Murray to men 
tion it to me in the same manner she had done to my wife, and I gave him the 
same answer. I did imagine you and I had settled that point, and am heartily 
sorry we cannot agree about it, on my wife's account, the climate disagreeing 
with her and she not caring to leave me. On looking over your first proposal, 
I find it would be impossible to accept it by reason of its interfering with my 
half pay, which is more than what you offer. That such a sum can do it. 

I find you are in expectation of Mr. Townsend's arrival. It has been 
talked of here for some time. In case it is so, how greatly should I have been 
disappointed in the exchange of this government for that which, if I had 
accepted of, [would] not have been with the view of having the [command] 
which Townsend is now to have.

I find also by the papers that Knowles is appointed governor at Cape 
Breton. If true, I imagine you will be going [to] England in the fall, [and] 
that if anything is to be done between us it must be settled before you go. 
When [you are] in England it will be too late; letters miscarry daily. 
Therefore the sooner we can agree, the better. As I mentioned before, it 
must be possible without my half pay being a hindrance for anything else. 

Now, my dear sir, I deal ingenuously with you by telling you I am deter 
mined to leave this government, [if] I can get anybody to take it off my 
hands without [my] being a sufferer, which I doubt not I shall meet. 
However I had much rather it was you, as you are desirous of being here, 
and upon the strength of that imagine we do not differ in the thing. Should it 
not succeed, as much as I dislike the place and ways of the people, yet 
rather than hurt my family I am determined to stay till I have met with an 
offer worth waiting for. Upon the answer to this I shall act accordingly. If 
we do not agree [I will] see what is to be done at home, where in all 
likelihood I shall meet with somebody who will be glad to take it at the terms 
I require.

As I do not doubt but you will agree to this proposal, (it being much the 
same terms as you mention in your last) the way will be for us to write to

1 Illegible.
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each of our friends. Before [this] everything must be adjusted and well 
understood between us, and also clearly explained to our friends we employ 
at home, that they may know what they go upon, that there be no mistake in 
a matter of that consequence. Should our friends not have it well explained 
it might be a means of not succeeding. By a letter I have just received from 
[ ] ! , [I am told] the sooner we come to an agreement the better, for it is 
vastly coveted by some people. I do not doubt but we shall succeed, 
provided, as I said before, things must be made very plain to our friends at 
home.

Mrs. Clinton and myself should have been very glad of your excellency's 
good company here, but fear it would not have agreed with your health, it 
being the worst climate I ever was in. Not one of my family or myself has 
enjoyed one day's [health] since we have been in this place. My wife and 
children desire their best compliments to you, and are greatly obliged to you 
for the many favours to our son, who, I do assure you, is greatly mortified 
he cannot have the pleasure of being at Louisbourg.

211. Warren to Clinton
Louisbourg, 27 Apr. 1746

SIR, The Torrington not sailing to town as expected gives me time to inform 
your excellency that I have given Capt. Hardy orders to receive on board 
any recruits for the American regiments, which the recruiting officers sent 
into your government may have raised, and to bring them hither, victualling 
them at two-thirds allowance of the usual. We have now got the troops from 
Gibraltar with us, who will not muster above 1,200 when the transports now 
with you arrive. I hope we shall be no longer troublesome in our 
applications to you2 for raising men to support this garrison in any other 
shape then, as I now do. [I pray] you and the legislature of your province 
will encourage and countenance the enlistments for this garrison till our 
number is complete, which when done will, in my opinion, be in a good 
posture of defence. I cannot think such a number as will keep up the four 
regiments appointed for the support and protection of an acquisition of 
such consequence to our country and to the colony in particular can in the 
least distress so many different governments as will or ought to bear their

1 Name illegible.
2 Again on 6 May 1746, Warren & Pepperrell felt obliged to write jointly to all the colonial 

governors from Virginia northwards requesting that troops be sent to Louisbourg. For a 
printed version of the letter, see Lincoln, ed., Correspondence of William Shirley, Vol. I, pp. 
317-18.
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proportion in an affair of so much importance. I hear the levies go on pretty 
well in Pennsylvania. We shall, I hope, out of the Americans here prevail 
upon about 400 to enlist for three years in Gov. Shirley's and Sir William 
Pepperrell's regiments. I believe it will be no difficult task to raise men in the 
colonies upon the same terms.

212. Isaac Townsend to Warren
Kingston, Louisbourg harbour, 9 May 1746

I have received the lords commissioners of the Admiralty's order [of] 1 
Nov. last to repair to Louisbourg with the squadron under my command, 
and there to take under my command you and all the ships under your 
direction for the security of the said place. [I amj also, in conjunction with 
you, Gen. Pepperrell and Gov. Shirley, to consider the most proper and 
effectual measures for repairing and strengthening the fortifications thereof, 
and for putting it into the best condition of defence, to resist any attempts 
the enemy may form against it. This therefore, in consequence of their 
lordships' order aforesaid, is to direct and require you immediately to send 
me the state and condition of his Majesty's ships under your command. 
Also acquaint me what progress has been made in repairing and putting in 
condition the fortifications since the place has been in the possession of his 
Majesty's forces. You are likewise to inform me what additional works are 
thought proper to be made for the further security of Louisbourg.

You are to let me know from time to time your proceedings, and obey all 
such orders you shall receive from me for his Majesty's service. For which 
this shall be your order.

213. Warren and Pepperrell to John Osborne
Louisbourg, 14 May 1746

SIR, We have informed you by our letter of 4 Apr. last [No. 20 U that the 
only reason [for] our applying to Messrs. Apthorp and Sparhawk to send us 
materials for building and other stores for this garrison, after having written 
to the committee of war for them was that we received no answer to our 
letter on that head. We imagined the committee esteemed it giving them too 
much trouble. Being now informed by Col. Choate that they have a parcel 
of plank which they purchased with design to send it here, we take this op 
portunity to acquaint them that, if they please to send it with an invoice of 
the cost, we will receive it. If they choose [we] will give our bills of exchange 
on the Board of Ordnance for the payment.
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214. Townsend, Warren & Pepperrell to 
Capts. Harman & Colby & Col Choate

Louisbourg, 14 May 1746

GENTLEMEN, On your arrival in the harbour of Port La Joie in lie St. Jean 
of this government, in Baie Verte on the south side, you are to dispatch Bap- 
tiste Dion in an Indian canoe which you have for that purpose, with the 
enclosed letter for the inhabitants of said island, which letter is to be signed 
by you and dated. You have also enclosed a letter for said inhabitants, 
signed by us, which you are to communicate to such of those as shall come 
on board. You find it is our express order that they repair with all 
possible dispatch to be transported to France. You are to keep as many of 
the chief inhabitants on board your ships as you think will be sufficient 
security of their due performance of the capitulation. Let them take turns to 
go and prepare their effects to be shipped on board the vessels we shall send 
you for that purpose.

On Baptiste Dion's return with some of the inhabitants or an answer 
from them, or let the case be what it will, you are to dispatch the sloop with 
the soldiers on board her to us with an account of the same for our better in 
formation how to proceed. Send one or more of the deputies in her, if they 
can be obtained, in order to know what number of vessels will be necessary 
for their transportation, inasmuch as some things may happen which we 
cannot foresee. In the more particular conduct of this, we entirely leave it to 
you to act in the best manner you can for his Majesty's service during this 
transaction.

You will endeavour to get the best intelligence of the motion of the enemy 
at Canada, the state of the garrison of Annapolis Royal, and where the 
Indians of Nova Scotia now are, or any other for his Majesty's service.

If upon the strictest enquiry you shall find the French have deserted lie 
St. Jean, you are in that case to use your endeavour (without exposing your 
men too much to the hazard of an ambush) to burn'and destroy as many of 
their houses, vessels and settlements as you possibly can, using your utmost 
diligence and dispatch in the execution of this service. After which you are 
to return to this port with the Albany brig.

215< Warren and Pepperrell to Inhabitants of lie St. Jean
Louisbourg, 14 May 1746

GENTLEMEN, [We] have had your two memorials of last fall under con 
sideration. [We] find it inconsistent with his Britannic Majesty's interest to
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permit you to remain on the lie St. Jean [as neutrals]. Therefore we have, 
agreeable to the capitulation (in which you all are expressly comprehended) 
sent vessels to transport you and your effects to France. 1 We doubt not of 
your being fully sensible of the ill consequences of your endeavouring to 
evade any part of the capitulation. [You] will with all possible dispatch 
repair on board said vessels for that purpose, yourselves, families and 
effects. You may be persuaded all possible care and tenderness shall be had 
for you all. M. Dubois died here last winter, and his little effects remain in 
our hands, which shall be paid to his proper heirs.

216. Warren and Pepperrell to Apthorp and Sparhawk
Louisbourg, 16 May 1746

GENTLEMEN, We desire you would forward to us by the first opportunity an 
account of the cost and charge of such articles as you have sent us for the 
garrison, with the proper vouchers. Inform us what boards you have drawn 
upon for the payment. For the future, we would have invoices of what you 
send to us therewith. We will send you bills drawn by ourselves for the 
payment. We desire you would pay Capt. Brooks' freight for the lumber 
and soldiers, &ca., brought here by him, as you have paid to others. Charge 
it with your other disbursements for this garrison, and take his receipt in full.

We also desire you would take care that the vessels employed by you for 
the service be well loaded, and that no persons be suffered to put any goods 
on board but what are shipped by you for the public account. We must also 
recommend it again to you to purchase everything at the cheapest rate, and 
to contract for the freight as low as may be, some part of which we think 
has been high. As we are entrusted by his Majesty as stewards in this affair, 
we are obliged to mention these things.

We desire that materials for building may be hastened, they being much 
wanted, among the rest lime and bricks in particular.

217. Warren to Townsend
Louisbourg, 16 May 1746

SIR, In obedience to your commands, I take the liberty to lay before you the 
plan of operation which I had formed and proposed to put in execution this 
summer, if the squadron of his Majesty's ships employed in these seas had 
remained under my command. My first and principal care was securing this

1 After Warren had left Louisbourg, and with preparations underway for the attack on 
Quebec, these plans were altered. The inhabitants of the island were ordered, under 'Articles 
of Indulgence', drawn up by Knowles on 9 June 1746, to send ten or twelve of their 
'Principal Young Men' as hostages to reside at Louisbourg to ensure the peaceful disposition 
of lie St. Jean. For a complete text of the 'Articles' see D. C. Harvey, The French Regime in 
Prince Edward Island (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1926), pp. 116-118.
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acquisition from any attempt that might be formed against it from France 
or Canada or from both. In order to frustrate as much as in my power any 
attempt that should be made by a naval force, I laid (as soon as the ice 
would admit of it) cables and anchors across the entrance of the harbour, 
slanting, by way of a boom. I proposed upon the appearance of any great 
number of the enemy's ships to place the fireship and some other vessels 
upon it, which I apprehended would greatly embarrass ships coming in and 
expose them very much to the fire of our batteries and men of war, if in 
port. I might, as they could not force the boom at right angles, throw them 
on shore on the rocks the opposite side of the island battery. I dare say the 
appearance of such an obstruction would prevent any number of ships from 
attempting to come in a hostile manner into this port.

Should the enemy land anywhere else and make regular approaches with 
cannon, I am of opinion that they could soon raise batteries and either 
oblige the ships to go out of the harbour, or sink them in it. This being ad 
mitted, I submit to your superior judgment whether the greatest part of this 
squadron might not be employed more to the advantage of his Majesty's 
service than lying in this port upon only an apprehension that the French 
may endeavour to regain this conquest. The strength of [Louisbourg] they 
have a high opinion of and look upon it as impregnable, especially by sea.

The next part of my plan was that of evacuating lie St. Jean of all the 
French inhabitants (who I am informed are about 1,000 souls) 1 and burning 
their settlements, in order to their being transported with their effects from 
thence to France, [according] to the terms of capitulation agreed upon at 
the surrender of this garrison to his Majesty's obedience. By one of the 
articles of [it], the French of this territory were not to bear arms against his 
Majesty or his allies for one year after the ratification of the capitulation, 
which expires [on] 17 June next. It is therefore necessary to take proper 
measures for this evacuation as soon as possible, before the French can 
without a breach of faith take up arms against us. I was making a provision 
for that purpose before your arrival, but the ice made navigation too 
hazardous.

Another part of my plan was to endeavour by cruisers to intercept the 
trade to and from Canada in order to prevent their being supplied with 
necessaries for life or war. [Such] attempts, if we could succeed, would dis 
tress them extremely, and make the conquest of that country (if it should be 
undertaken) easier than otherwise. [It] might probably bring the Indians, 
when they cannot be supplied with European commodities without which

1 A census of 1747 numbered only 653 souls. See Andrew Hill Clark, Three Centuries and 
the Island: A historical geography of settlement and agriculture in Prince Edward Island, 
Canada (Toronto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1959), p. 32.
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they cannot subsist, over from the French to our interest. [That] would be 
the greatest service that could be done to our country and the colonies in 
particular, who are daily harassed by the Indians in their remote settlements. 
This would also give us the whole fur trade on the northern continent. [ToJ 
destroy the French fishery on the northeast side of Newfoundland was also 
part of my plan, by taking their ships and burning or otherwise destroying 
their boats, flakes and salt, great quantities of which I am told they always 
have in store there. This, if it can be done, will make us sole masters of the 
cod fishery.

[To] send a ship of war of about 40 guns to give countenance to the gar 
rison of Annapolis (situated among a body of what they call neutral French 
who have upon several occasions shown their attachment to the French in 
terest, and only want a good opportunity to revolt) would in my opinion be 
very proper. [This] is what I intended to do at Gov. Mascarene's earnest re 
quest, but with orders unless that garrison was in danger not to continue 
above fifteen days there.

The care of Newfoundland and the trade of his Majesty's subjects within 
the limits of my command was another part of my scheme. All [of this] I 
submit to your consideration. As you are pleased to inform me you have 
orders to concert measures with Sir William Pepperrell and me for putting 
this garrison in the best posture of defence, I will, when your leisure will 
admit of it, [take] you round it to show you the repairs that are necessary, in 
which we have the engineer's opinion.

I flatter myself from our long acquaintance that a mutual confidence in 
each other while together will greatly contribute to the good of his Majesty's 
service.

218. Warren and Pepperrell to Apthorp and Spar hawk
Louisbourg, 17 May 1746

GENTLEMEN, We may have occasion for a sum of sterling money to defray 
the necessary public expense of this garrison. We desire you would advise 
us by the first opportunity whether you can procure any considerable sum 
in silver or gold, ([a large] part of it in small specie) in New England for bills 
to be drawn by us to London, and on what terms, having the money 
delivered to us here free from charge and risk. As the freight and insurance 
to this place will be much less than to London, we conclude that any per 
sons that have occasion to remit money to England will be glad of such an 
opportunity and deliver the money here at their own risk and charge.



Sir William Pepperrell, by John Smibert (Courtesy of the Essex 
Institute, Salem, Mass.)



Admiral Sir Charles Knowles (Courtesy of The Athenaeum, 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire)



Admiral Sir John Norris, by George Knapton (Courtesy of The 
National Maritime Museum)
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219. Pepper rell to Warren
Louisbourg, 19 May 1746

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY: We, the officers of his Majesty's New 
England forces who have been employed in the reduction of Cape Breton, 
its territories and dependencies, to the obedience of his crown and in gar 
risoning until this time this important acquisition, beg leave most sincerely 
to congratulate your excellency on the additional honour done you in your 
appointment to the government here.

The hazards and difficulties your excellency encountered in your naviga 
tion to and in these parts so early in the year, your singular services in 
blocking the harbour of Louisbourg whereby the siege carried on by the 
army was so effectually covered and the enemy prevented from receiving 
the designed succours; and your resolution to have brought his Majesty's 
ships against the enemy's fortresses and joined with us in a general storm 
had they not so timely surrendered, together with many others [are! in 
stances of your zeal for his Majesty's service and the public good. [These], 
and great beneficence manifested to us in that uncommon concern shown to 
our sick (who by their toils and fatigues became very numerous and have so 
largely shared your bounty) are grounds sufficient to support the strongest 
confidence. His Majesty's interest, the good of the provinces and colonies to 
which we belong, and this acquisition will be greatly promoted^ and those 
under your administration made happy. We should all of us esteem 
ourselves [happy] had we the honour of being confirmed in this garrison 
under your excellency's command. We question not [that this] would have 
been the lot of many of us, had there not been unjust representations made 
to our disadvantage by some who claimed a share with us which in no wise 
belonged to them.

We apprehend our return to our several homes may now be dispensed 
with. We beg leave to assure your excellency that we earnestly wish the 
blessings of heaven on your person and government. We shall always hold 
ourselves ready to give any assistance in our power to the preservation of 
this invaluable acquisition to his Majesty's dominions, the foundation of 
which we conceive to be in the best manner laid by your excellency's ap 
pointment to the government thereof. Under your influence and wise ad 
ministration, we doubt not by its situation and the improvements it is 
capable of, [it] may become one of the most flourishing settlements, and of 
the greatest consequence of any in his Majesty's dominions.
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220. Bakers to Warren
London, 26 May 1746

SIR, Our last to you was 10 Apr. [No. 206], since which we have no fresh 
advices from you. We hope long before this the Canterbury is arrived with 
you, and Mr. Oliver DeLancey has communicated everything needful 
relating to our contract, so we shall say no more on that head. We intend 
this letter by two or three ships of the squadron now going out under the 
direction of Gen. St. Clair to Louisbourg. From thence we are in the dark as 
to its destination, nor are we desirous to know otherwise than by the success 
of the undertaking, be it where it may. We shall be very materially con 
cerned therein, since we have undertaken to find whatever provisions and 
pay will be wanted. For the performance of this, we depend on Mr. Bennet 
and your brothers, Mr. O. DeLancey and Mr. John Watts, who will have 
your countenance and assistance.

We find Mr. St. Clair's chief dependence for advice and assistance is on 
yourself and Mr. Shirley. We believe had he not been assured that you 
might be detained in America for that purpose, he would not have under 
taken the expedition. Thus the public concerns will still keep you from com 
ing home, which, with regard to your private affairs, we think cannot be too 
soon. Till you are here, we believe no determination will or can be made with 
regard to the property of the prize Not re Dame de la Deliverance. It were 
needless and almost endless to give you an account of the several obstruc 
tions that have been thrown in the way to the possession of the effects, so 
that they must lie dead in the bank in the same state they came. By [this] 
means two good opportunities have already been lost of selling the silver to 
good advantage and making interest [on] the money till it can be divided; by 
that all the parties would have been benefited. Besides these disputes, there 
are great variety of claims, all of which must be determined upon and some 
of them will be long, first. All we can do will be to see that no embezzlement 
happens to your share, and even in that we shall have no assistance....

P.S. We have yet no demand made on us from Mr. Whitney. It seems 
lawyers are very tedious in Ireland! ...

221. Warren and Pepperrell to Corbett
Louisbourg, 31 May 1746

In answer to the memorial of the Seigneur commissaire de 
guerre at Brussels upon the execution of the capitulation of 
Louisbourg:
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It is set forth in the.said memorial 1 that by the first article of that 
capitulation, it was agreed that the goods and movable effects belonging to 
the French should be preserved to them, and that they should have liberty to 
transport themselves and their said effects to any part of the French king's 
dominions in Europe that they should think convenient.

The first article of the capitulation is that 'All the subjects of the French 
king now in said city and territories shall have their personal estates secured 
to them, and have leave to transport themselves and said effects to any part 
of the French king's dominions in Europe'.

Hereby it is most evident this agreement extended only to the subjects of 
the French king then in Louisbourg and the territories thereunto belonging 
and their effects.

It is further set forth in the said memorial that by the second article of the 
capitulation, it was agreed that if the vessels actually in the port of 
Louisbourg and belonging to the French should not be judged sufficient to 
transport their persons and effects to France, they should be furnished at 
his Britannic Majesty's charge with such a further number as should be 
necessary therefor.

The plain words of the said second article of the capitulation are that: 'If 
the vessels in the harbour of Louisbourg belonging to the French there shall 
be found insufficient for the transportation of their persons and proposed 
effects to France, such a further number shall be provided on his Britannic 
Majesty's account as may be sufficient for that purpose' &c.

Hereby it appears evident that no vessels but those that then belonged to 
the French there could, by this article, be claimed by them or any other sub 
jects of the French king for the transportation of them or their effects, 
except those to be furnished on his Britannic Majesty's account for that 
purpose.

By the said memorial, M. Duchambon, the French king's lieutenant late 
commanding the Island of Cape Breton, makes complaint that those con 
ditions have not been fulfilled by Messrs. Warren and Pepperrell. First, they 
have detained all the boats belonging to the inhabitants, although it was 
represented to them that they were movable effects which by the first article 
of capitulation were to be secured to [the French], as also were the ships by 
the second article. The French could not have them without paying the 
value, and some were obliged to purchase vessels to transport themselves to 
France.

1 For the text of the French memorial see Seigneur commissaire de guerre charge des 
echanges et ransons des prisoniers to Mr. Abraham Hume, Bruxelles, 28 Sept. 1745 (N.S.), 
PRO, ADM/1/4115. It had been sent Warren and Pepperrell by Corbett on behalf of the Earl 
of Harrington and the Admiralty Board, on 7 Oct. 1745. PRO, ADM/2/492, p. 278.
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This article of complaint is entirely groundless. No boats or other vessels 
whatsoever, which were at the surrender of Louisbourg the property of any 
of the inhabitants there or any part of the territory thereunto belonging, (all 
which vessels the French had secured within their own booms) were 
taken from them or detained by the English. They were allowed full liberty 
to fit up and improve them for the transportation of themselves or effects, 
or [to] dispose of them as they thought best. True it is that several small 
vessels in the harbour did, upon the French's abandoning the grand battery 
and at other times during the siege, fall into the hands of the English and 
were taken possession of by them. The major part of them being out of 
repair were fitted up and applied to his Britannic Majesty's service during 
the siege. Others of them that were decked vessels were taken possession of 
and had English colours hoisted on board them long before the surrender of 
the place, two of which were made use of for fireships.

The second article of Mr. Duchambon's complaint is that most of the 
French were obliged to leave the greatest part of their furniture in their 
houses because the English commanders refused to furnish them with 
vessels to transport them.

To this we would observe that the vessels belonging to the French I were I 
found insufficient for the transportation of them and their effects. A 
number of other vessels were, agreeable to the capitulation, provided on his 
Britannic Majesty's charge, sufficient for the decent and comfortable tran 
sportation of them and their effects to France. Amongst [these] were the 
ships L'Aigle and St. Dominique which were detained by the commandant 
de Id marine at Rochefort. True it is that, at the request of some of the most 
considerable merchants at Louisbourg, who had large families and a great 
quantity of effects in store there and were desirous to have their families 
transported by themselves, for the sake of greater accommodations than 
they could reasonably claim by the capitulation. They were permitted to 
ransom and purchase from the English some vessels for that purpose.

This complaint is the more surprising inasmuch as it is notorious that all 
the furniture that was of even the most inconsiderable value was taken out 
of the houses by the French. A large quantity of empty old chests, trunks, 
cupboards, tables and chairs were all carried away by them, except such 
[for which they received a price] agreeable to their demand (which was 
generally a greater rate than such articles might have been purchased at in 
Great Britain or any of his Majesty's plantations in America).

The third article of M. Duchambon's complaint is that the English com 
manders have sent 500-600 French to Boston, instead of sending them 
directly to France.

To this we answer that the French inhabitants included within the
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capitulation had the largest and best vessels belonging to his Majesty's sub 
jects provided for them (besides his Majesty's ship the Launcestori) in which 
they might have been all transported directly to France. But several of the 
French represented that some of the vessels here destined for their transpor 
tation were small and out of repair. As no larger or better could be found 
here, they chose rather to go to New England to be transported from thence 
in larger vessels. This, we are informed, was accordingly done soon after 
their arrival there (as were also about 500 mariners taken in the Vigilant).

In regard to the article of the commandant de la marine at Rochefort 
having detained the vessels L'Aigle and St. Dominique, [we must note that 
they were two among several] furnished for those sent to France. The 
memorial says these two vessels had been fitted out at Bayonne by le Sieur 
Haraneder, and happended to be in the port of Louisbourg at the time of the 
reduction of the place. Upon the faith of the capitulation, the captains had 
fitted them so as to be able to conduct them back according to the orders of 
their owners, but when ready the English commanders seized them. It was 
upon this representation of the owners that the commandant at Rochefort 
resolved to detain those vessels in that port and send back the English crews 
in other vessels.

[It is true that] those two vessels (as the memorial says) happened to be in 
Louisbourg at the time of its reduction. As it was not then known by the 
captors that the said vessels were not the property of some of the French 
king's subjects then in said city, they did not molest their masters when they 
were prepared for sea. [Though the masters] must have known that the 
vessels were not [covered by the terms of the capitulation of Louisbourg, 
they] proceeded to work upon them. It afterwards appeared, by the said 
vessels' papers produced by the masters, their confessions, and the oaths of 
the mariners (the papers are hereunto annexed) that said vessels belonged to 
persons in old France (agreeable to what the memorial expresses, that they 
were fitted out by le Sieur Haraneder at Bayonne, &c.). The said masters 
were dispossessed of those vessels. In order to prevent the least pretence of 
complaint, the said masters were, upon their making a claim for the money 
by them disbursed on said vessels from the time of the surrender of 
Louisbourg to their being dispossessed of them, paid the same, as appears 
by the receipts therefor annexed.

The honours of war were granted to the French troops, agreeable to the 
capitulation. The French court, since the said memorial's being presented, 
has acknowledged [this]. [They] require no answer on that head.

Upon the whole it is our humble opinion that no breech has been made of 
any article of the capitulation on the part of his Britannic Majesty. His 
court will approve of the proceedings, notwithstanding the articles of com-
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plaint exhibited in the memorial of the seigneur commissaire de guerre 
thereon. We are also humbly of opinion that the French court ought to 
order full satisfaction to be given to the owners, masters and crews of the 
L'Aigle and St. Dominique for the damages by them sustained by the said 
vessels being detained in France by the commandant de la marine at 
Rochefort.

222. Warren to John Norris Jr.
Louisbourg, 2 June 1746

DEAR SIR, I have your favour of 26 Aug. from Deal and 18 Mar. from 
London, 1 both by the same conveyance with my successor in the govern 
ment of Louisbourg, Mr. Knowles. I must own, when I was first told that he 
wore the broad pendant in the ship coming in, I imagined his appointment 
was intended to be an insult to me, as the little dispute upon discipline that 
happened between us was well known to both the ministry and the Ad 
miralty. I was soon convinced of my error in that point, as he assured me he 
was in the contest, by a very pretty letter2 previous to his landing. All the 
letters I received, both public and private, are panegyrics upon my conduct, 
the latter from several great men. [They] hope and do not doubt that, 
notwithstanding he may not have deserved so well from me, yet recommend 
it to my prudence not to resent it. [They] expect a great deal from a disposi 
tion to return good for evil.

His letter had more weight with me than all those, in which he 
acknowledged his error and owns his repentence. [It] melted me not only 
into a determination to receive him well, as his Majesty's service required, 
but even to renew our former friendship in which I hope I shall not again be 
deceived. His Majesty has been graciously pleased to order that his commis 
sion should not supersede me in my government till my departure, which I 
make in ten days. [This is] as little time as I could settle my affairs and give 
him all the light I could for his conduct in an affair to which, though a man 
of great abilities, a very great stranger.

He honours me in assuring me he will follow my advice. I hope if he does 
it will contribute to his own felicity [and] that of the people under his ad 
ministration, and to promoting the welfare of that colony which (as I know 
its value) I have extremely at heart. I hope to live to see it answer the ends 
expected from it to our country, which I am sure it will if a proper use is 
made of it.

1 Neither letter has been located.
2 Not located.
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Upon my resignation, I am going to execute a commission of some im 
portance in the colonies, both from his grace the Duke of Newcastle and the 
Admiralty, which I hope to succeed in to their satisfaction. The respite it will 
give me from an extreme hurry of business and fatigue at Louisbourg will 
be a means of establishing my health. That is at present very much impaired 
by a disorder contracted by a long series of sea service. Mrs. Warren and 
my two little daughters are with me, happy in the hopes of a return to their 
native country. The manner in which his Majesty has given me leave to 
resign my government with an entire approbation of my past conduct is a 
very high satisfaction to me, and I dare say will influence my future when 
any occasion shall offer.

I am extremely obliged to you for the care of my affairs. I never meant 
more trouble to Mr. Anson or you than your advice how my remittances 
should be invested. Could I have ventured to have trespassed so far upon 
you solely, I would have thought myself secure and happy, in your care of 
ten times more than I shall ever acquire. In the affair of the South Sea ships 
I imagined, as Mr. Anson, my old acquaintance and if I remember right 
yours, had to deal in an Acapulco ship, [being] a seaman, a great man and 
very popular; to name him should show the justice of my intention in that 
distribution. I am sorry power or popularity alters him, though I always im 
agined the evenness of his temper his greatest virtue. This to ourselves: if he 
can look askew upon Mr. Mathews, as you observe, he may crush me to 
atoms. I hope God will take me from the world, or the king [take mej from 
his service, when either affluence or fortune or a high station makes me 
think myself unequal as man to the meanest of that race.

The government of New Jersey is now vacant by the death of Mr. Morris. 
I wish I could be named for it, till Mr. Clinton can be provided for more 
agreeably to himself than being at New York, where I should hope to 
succeed him. We are in treaty about it, but this must not be named till I can 
bring it to bear. Lord Sandwich assures me that in return for the services I 
have done his brother, he will be my friend and solicitor upon all occasions. 
The Duke of Newcastle says handsome things to me, and I look upon 
myself to be quite sure of my patron, your father's, interest and yours. I 
cannot see how I can well fail in my project of being a governor and at New 
York. I find myself growing old or would with pleasure serve out the war at 
sea.

I here enclose you an account of several bills of exchange remitted to you 
and Messrs. Baker. The small ones, as I would not trouble you with [them], 
are made payable to them. I have only to beg you will give [the BakersJ your 
opinion of the best method of investing the produce of them, amounting to 
£ 12,546 8s 8^d for my interest. You will greatly oblige me in letting me
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know how much I have in all the funds, that I may cut my coat according to 
my cloth. I shall trouble you soon again from New England. I therefore will 
conclude with Mrs. Warren's regards and mine to your good family, and to 
beg your acceptance of a pipe of old Maderia which Mr. [Oliver] DeLancey 
left with Messrs. Baker by my direction, in which you will highly oblige.

223. Warren to Gydney Clark
Louisbourg, 2 June 1746

DEAR SIR, I have received several of your favours since my being at 
Louisbourg. 1 Your last brought with it the snow Hannah, Robert Or am 
master, a cargo of rum, sugar and molasses amounting as per account to 
£733 6s 6d Barbados money. I could do nothing better with the rum than 
taking it at 2s 6d per gallon, for which you shall have credit, by bills lifj you 
direct or by my stopping so much of mine, if in your hands. The sugar and 
molasses I have left with old Mr. Tattum to sell, for you must know 
Louisbourg is full of all those commodities—indeed a glut of them. I could 
buy what West Indies rum I pleased at 2s for bills.

Agreeable to my own request, his Majesty has been pleased to give me 
leave to resign the government of Louisbourg, and I am now upon another 
scheme here, of which I must say nothing. You will soon hear if it goes on. I 
have also orders to build four ships of war, two of 44 and two of 24 guns, in 
the colonies by way of trial. You will be surprised to hear that my old friend 
Mr. Knowles has succeeded me. On his arrival he made an acknowledgment 
by letter, previous to his landing, for his ill behaviour at Antigua, which 
melted me into forgiveness. We are again upon good terms, of which I hope 
I shall have no reason to repent.

I am sorry to find self-interest has weighed so much with my friend 
[Edward] Lascelles and Mr. Rawlins as to undermine you in the agency of 
prizes with some of the captains. I wish it was within my power to alter it. 
As to what you mention about the captains sharing with me in the two 
privateers, they can have no right. If I thought they had, I would not dispute 
it one moment. I have settled with Mr. Knowles his half of the eighth. He in 
forms me we shall get our shares of Herbert's prize.2

Enclosed is the account of your rum, by which you will observe there is 
not the least deduction for wastage, but that you have full credit for the

1 None of these has been located.
2 Knowles and the Warren heirs were still pursuing Herbert's estate for their share of the 

1744 prize money as late as 1760. See Knowles to John Cleveland, 4 & 6 Aug. 1760, PRO, 
ADM/1/578.
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quantity shipped and no other charges than the freight and primage. 
Therefore I hope when the sugar and molasses is sold you will be no loser, 
though no great gainer. I believe if you send molasses and write to Mr. 
Knowles, it may answer. The troops from Gibraltar are such drunken curs 
that there is no suffering them to come at rum, but I believe they will be 
allowed beer. I shall be much obliged to you for a general account of all the 
transactions between us as to prizes and the Curasao affair. I am obliged 
for the piece of plate and the fine inscriptions intended for me.

If my health admits (which is at present much impaired by a scorbutic 
disorder which occasioned my begging leave to resign my government) to 
transact my part with success in the affair now upon the tapis, I hope to add 
one laurel more to that which the world thinks I plucked in conjunction with 
the American forces at Louisbourg. Mrs. Warren joins in thanks for the 
many pretty presents she and I have received from Mrs. Clark and you. I 
hope we shall be able to make some return when our hurry is a little over. I 
beg you will make my compliments to all friends, and be assured I shall 
upon all occasions be glad to serve you.

P.S. I am very glad, upon looking over the account of your rum, that Mr. 
[Thomas] Wolcott and you are greater gainers by it than I at first imagined. 
If the sugar and molasses sell as well, you will make an East India voyage. I 
assure you I will not. I believe you would have been glad to contract with 
me, had I stayed in Louisbourg, for 2s per gallon.

I have sent orders [No. 250] to Messrs. Samuel and William Baker as you 
desired, to pay the balance of your account of rum, amounting to £710, to 
Messrs. Whitacker & Hannington in London for your account and Mr. 
Wolcott's. If you have any balance of mine in your hands, please remit it to 
Messrs. Baker.

224. Warren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 2 June 1746

SIR, Mr. Knowles informs me Capt. Herbert has not yet paid my eighth part 
of the prize taken by him when under my command and orders, in which 
Mr. Knowles is to share, by an agreement between us when we commanded 
in the West Indies alternately. If I had no right to that I could have none as 
a captain in the squadron, because (for his Majesty's service) I had ap 
pointed Capt. Tyrrell into the Launceston (before my proper ship). Mr. 
Knowles was, when the prize was taken, then actually my captain in the 
Superbe, where I had my broad pendant. He tells me if I apply to their
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lordships for Capt. TyrrelPs confirmation, from the date of his appointment 
to the command of the Launceston, it will put it out of all dispute. I flatter 
myself from your good offices and their lordships' justice, they will readily 
comply with so reasonable a request.

I think when any officers in the navy have any contests of this kind they 
should not put them on the issue of a lawsuit, but leave them to the deter 
mination of men of honour of their own profession. This I would have 
gladly done in this case between Capt. Herbert and myself, or upon any 
other of the like nature. I should be of opinion that taking any other method 
by a sea officer would highly deserve the censure of the Admiralty and of all 
the corps of sea officers. Capt. Tyrrell is a nephew of mine, and a very good 
officer. I hope their lordships will always find him to answer this character, 
and to deserve their favours. Your friendly offices in this affair will add to 
the many favours already conferred upon [me]. Enclosed you have the date 
of Capt. Tyrrell's commission for confirmation. He was appointed into the 
Launceston on 26 Dec. from the Comet bomb.

225. Warren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 2 June 1746

SIR, By my successor Mr. Knowles, I am favoured with yours of 11 Jan. 1 
and 13 Mar. [No. 195], and am greatly obliged to you for your concern at 
our melancholy situation by sickness. That, I thank God, is over in general, 
but as to my own part, my scorbutic disorder increases so fast that had not 
his Majesty been graciously pleased to have suffered me, upon my 
application, to resign, I must have done it at all hazards. The manner in 
which it has been done, both by the king and their lordships of the Ad 
miralty, gives me a very sensible satisfaction. I hope when my health will 
permit me to serve, that my future conduct will merit approbation more 
than my past.

I will use my endeavours as far as I can under my present indisposition to 
execute my new commission from his grace the Duke of Newcastle and 
their lordships. The former directs me to concert measures with the several 
governors upon the continent for carrying into execution as early as 
possible next year an expedition of very great importance, in which I hope 
my health will allow me to have a greater share than of soliciting the 
colonies to undertake it. They are all greatly interested in the success of this 
project, and nothing I apprehend will give the least check to their vigour in 
raising levies for that purpose. But the American officers, and indeed the

1 Not located; probably a private letter.
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colonies to which they belong, are greatly chagrined that so little notice has 
been taken of their services in this expedition not to establish them in the 
two regiments given to Gov. Shirley and Sir William Pepperrell. This has 
greatly lessened Sir William's influence and my own, I believe, in the 
colonies. I must own I think it would not have been bad policy in the 
ministry if they had suffered both his recommendations and mine to have 
some weight with them, for the power of serving mankind will ever raise a 
spirit of emulation.

I assure you the colony had not a better opinion of my integrity than I 
have the vanity to think I deserve. There were not wanting some that would 
have raised a jealously in them that I was the cause of their disappointment 
in the commissions that many of them expected. I hope Mr. Knowles will 
agree with the people of his government [that] I have given him the best ad 
vice in my power, and he does me the honour to assure me he will religiously 
observe it. I dare say if he does it will contribute very much to his own 
felicity, as well as to that of every individual under his administration. He 
wrote me a pretty letter acknowledging his error in the disagreement with 
me, before his landing, which not only melted me into forgiveness but into a 
renewal of friendship, which I hope I shall no more be deceived in or 
repent.

My public letter to your Board will let you into all the affairs of 
Louisbourg, so I have only to tell you that Mr. Lloyd is now my first 
lieutenant, and behaves very well. I hope ere I have done with him to return 
him to you a post captain that will do you and me no discredit. What gave 
him this sudden rise was my being obliged to commission a brig 1 (mentioned 
in my public letter [No. 227]) the command of which I have given to Lieut. 
Colby, a very good officer and I am told a friend of yours. I do not know 
whether I have stretched my power; if I have, I hope you will get me ex 
cused for sending Capt. Everett of the fireship to the vacancy made by the 
death of Capt. Utting at Carolina in the Aldborough. If I have, there are 
many precedents for it, though it is what I was a little averse to, but that my 
regard for you prompted me to do it [to make room for Mr. Lloyd]. Indeed 
the captain of the fireship, who bore the fatigue of a terrible winter with me, 
deserved it well.

I cannot say whether I would choose to have a squadron in the spring, as 
their lordships have done me the honour to offer me, because I do not know 
whether my health will be well enough established to act with it. If it should, 
I shall desire, till a period is put to the French war, to serve my king and 
country. The government of New Jersey is vacant by the death of Mr. 
Morris. I should be extremely pleased to be appointed to that till Mr.

1 Named the Albany, and purchased from John Bradstreet of the 40th Foot.
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Clinton can be gratified with something more agreeable to him than the 
government of New York, which is the height of my wishes and ambition. 
Pray why may I not serve at sea and be named to a government during the 
war?

To be free with you, my worthy friend, I would only ask what has been 
done for me more than common. To be sure, his Majesty's approbation of 
my services is a reward sufficient for all I ever did or ever can do. I am in 
deed made an admiral, but I hope and believe [am not] put over a man for 
any particular service but of course—for long services without blemish. I 
only mention this, sir, to show that I shall be glad to convince you Ithat] my 
desire of being rewarded by a government in the colonies, where my family 
and estates lie, is not an unreasonable request.

In this I hope I shall have your friendship and good offices, for either in a 
private or public capacity I am determined to live in New York. I am in 
some doubt that I cannot do better than in submitting to the former, which 
is so much (I thank God!) in my power. I hope you will pardon this 
freedom, which flows from an entire confidence in you.

P.S. Pray give me leave to ask if there be any doubt about keeping our late 
conquest, why do we think of attempting to make another that, from the 
same reason, must prove a bone of contention at a treaty of peace?

226. Warren to Knowles
Louisbourg, 2 June 1746

SIR, His grace the Duke of Newcastle has signified to me by his letter of 14 
Mar. last [No. 197], that his Majesty has been graciously pleased, upon my 
application, to give me leave to resign the government of this important gar 
rison and the territories thereupon depending, and to appoint you upon my 
resignation to that high trust, in which I wish you success and happiness. 
Under your prudent, mild and wise administration, this new colony may 
flourish and be brought in time to answer those great ends to our country in 
general of which all who are acquainted with its situation think it capable. 1 

Some advantages may be hoped for from it and must necessarily be the 
consequence of this conquest, if not cramped in its infancy. But the proper 
use made of it will, in all probability, be [in] securing to his Majesty and to

1 Knowles took quite the opposite view. For him Louisbourg remained: 'the most mis 
erable ruinous place I ever beheld. The harbour is very indifferent both as to the anchoring 
ground and security against winds, and the land is the most barren spot on earth. There is not 
ten feet square of good ground clear of rocks or swamps in the compass of many leagues, so 
that it will never afford sufficient herbage for beasts much less grain and necessaries for the 
inhabitants'. To Corbett, 5 July 1746, PRO, ADM/1/2007.
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his loyal American subjects to [the] last generations the possession—I may 
almost venture to say the quiet possession—of their religion, lives, liberties 
and estates. Those of them and of his Majesty's dominions in general who 
are engaged in trade to and from the continent or West Indies are greatly 
secured by the reduction of this place to his Majesty's obedience. UtJ was, 
when in the enemy's hands, growing into a strong nest for their privateers 
and men of war, who by its commodious situation must have rendered our 
navigation extremely hazardous and precarious.

The whole cod fishery, a glorious nursery for seamen upon whom the 
security and prosperity of Great Britain does very much depend, and the 
valuable fur trade will be all our own without any competitor. The French 
themselves have allowed that if we should be suffered to keep this colony, 
Canada would be useless to them. I join in this opinion because if from 
hence (as it is very much in our power while masters of the sea) we intercept 
their intercourse with France, the Indians now in their interest I will find] 
themselves cut off from all supplies from the French. [They] must of course 
fly to us for relief and join us, if thought necessary, against the French, who 
I am apt to believe would grow tired of a settlement from which they could 
not reap the benefit of any trade or commerce. This might be an easier way 
of extirpating the French than attempting the conquest of Quebec by arms.

Nothing can contribute more to bringing this acquisition to answer the 
expectations of our country of it than the government of it being in a sea of 
ficer of your merit and ability, commanding at the same time a squadron of 
his Majesty's ships, which will be solely in you when Mr. Townsend and I 
shall leave these seas.

His Majesty, by his grace the Duke of Newcastle and the lords com 
missioners of the Admiralty by their secretary, has directed me to proceed to 
the different colonies upon the continent to transact some matters of im 
portance there, and concert measures for carrying on his Majesty's service 
with the several governments. I am of opinion that the sooner I resign this 
government and proceed upon the execution of my commission, the more 
time I shall have to do it to the purpose. Therefore, as Mr. Townsend has in 
structions to appoint me a ship for this service, I now resign [this 
government] to your care, and with his leave shall set out from hence as 
soon as possible. [I shall] settle in conjunction with Sir William Pepperrell 
the account of such disbursements for the service of this garrison as have 
been jointly made by us in obedience to the directions we had received from 
his Majesty.

It has been the unanimous opinion of the council appointed by the 
colonies, in conjunction with Mr. Townsend, myself, the lieutenant gover 
nor, and all the field officers of this garrison, to which upon your arrival we
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had your concurrence, that the faith of Gov. Shirley's proclamation upon 
the commencement of the expedition against this place and of all the 
governments concerned in it, as well as my own, should be sacred. The 
American forces not enlisted in the regular regiments [should] have leave 
agreeable thereto to return to their families upon the arrival of the Gibraltar 
troops. I did therefore think it necessary to call them together to com 
municate a resolution that would give them so general a satisfaction. 1 In 
consequence of this, proper vessels are preparing for their departure.

Gov. Shirley intimated to me that it would be of great service if in their 
return they could march through the eastern frontiers of the colonies, which 
had lately been annoyed by the French Indians. I prevailed upon a great 
part of the men and officers to consent to do this service to their country, 
under the direction of Brig. Waldo. I hope Ithis] will have the desired effect.

Mr. Townsend has done me the honour so far to approve of the plan of 
operation [No. 217] which I took the liberty to acquaint him [with], which I 
intended to have pursued, had the command of the squadron remained 
mine. [He has] already sent to lie St. Jean to settle measures for tran 
sporting the French of that island to France, agreeable to the terms of the 
capitulation upon the surrender of this garrison to his Majesty's obedience. 
By one article of which the inhabitants of this territory were not to bear 
arms against his Britannic Majesty or his allies for one year. [This] expires 
on 17 June next, and makes it necessary to evacuate that island before the 
inhabitants can have a right to take up arms to defend themselves. For the 
other matters recommended in my plan, I refer you to Mr. Townsend.

I think it necessary, sir, further to acquaint you that to encourage the 
speedy settlement of this colony, the following articles have been strongly 
recommended to the ministry, under whose consideration they still remain: 
establishing a civil government and a free port at least for a term of years, 
if consistent with the Acts of trade; toleration to all Protestants; granting 
lands upon such terms as his Majesty should think proper, in which great 
regard should be shown to persons actually employed in the conquest; mak 
ing up the American convoys here, which would be a benefit to this settle 
ment and a security to the trade; and fixing the careening place for the use 
of his Majesty's ships, which latter is approved of by the Admiralty. (This 
will for years to come be the only place in America where the king's ships 
can clean with dispatch without losing their men by desertion.) All these 
points I take the liberty to apprise you of, as [they] are apprehended likely 
to conduce greatly to the welfare of this acquisition.

1 Warren appears to be referring to his speech to the Louisbourg garrison shortly after the 
first of the Gibraltar troops arrived in the last week of April. A copy is found in the Fogg 
Autograph Collection, Maine Historical Society, and printed in Parsons, The Life of Sir 
William Pepperrell, Bart., pp. 135-9.
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If the distribution of land shall be left to your discretion and disposal, I 
beg leave as a piece of common justice to recommend the people who were 
upon the expedition to your favour, as I also do those of them who remain 
under your government.

Mr. Green, the secretary, has all the orders and rules made in this gar 
rison while under the joint care of Sir William Pepperrell and myself, to 
which I refer you.

Give me leave further to recommend that, when the chief command of his 
Majesty's ships devolves upon you, you will in pressing to keep them well- 
manned, show what lenity you can, consistent with his Majesty's service, to 
the people of those colonies that were instrumental in the reduction of this 
place. 1 By [that] and the great mortality here last winter, they have lost a 
great number of men.

I am under great concern for the want you will find of proper barracks 
for the reception of such a number of his Majesty's troops as are already 
arrived and daily expected. Sir William Pepperrell and myself have not been 
wanting in constant application to New England for materials to repair and 
build quarters. Some indeed have arrived and more are hourly expected, but 
not enough I believe to accommodate the additional troops whom you 
expect.

I have ordered the proper officers to give you an exact account of the 
stores of all kinds belonging to their several branches now in this garrison. 
The engineers will give you the state and condition of the fortifications and 
ordnance. I have already given you for your guidance all the paragraphs of 
the Duke of Newcastle's and Admiralty's letters to me that relate in any 
shape to this government.

There are in Mr. Winslow's possession a quantity of slops that were sent 
for last fall for the American troops which did not come to hand till the 
spring. He is directed to give you an exact account of them, that you may 
the better know how to order it so that his Majesty may suffer as little as 
possible by converting them to some use, as they are not proper for the 
regular troops.

You will find the article of fuel, without a quantity of which the garrison 
cannot subsist, very expensive. It is my opinion that coal might be procured 
at an easier rate, if the king would purchase vessels for that purpose. By 
hiring, especially till the inhabitants of the town have vessels of their own to 
hire for that service, you will never be able to get wood into this garrison 
under 20s a cord. The French themselves paid 15s, though the peasants in

1 In 1747 Knowles ignited a riot in Boston by pressing men from ships in the harbour 
there. Earlier in Antigua in 1743 he had been gaoled and fined for pressing men from a 
privateer. See Justine Winsor, ed., The Memorial History of Boston, including Suffolk Coun 
ty, Massachusetts 1630-1880 (4 vols. Boston: Tichnor, 1880-1), Vol. II, pp. 488-9.
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the country had nothing else to do but to cut it all the winter. Allowing a 
cord and a half to a man, which the French did and is as little as can be 
allowed in so cold a climate, it will amount to £6,000 for 4,000 privates, ex 
clusive of the officers, who must of course have a greater allowance.

You are, sir, a very good judge of the repairs and additional works that 
will be absolutely necessary to put this garrison in a good state of defence. It 
will be very expensive, but its importance to Great Britain will in time make 
amends for any sum the government can lay out upon it.

I sincerely wish you health and strength to go through the fatigue that 
must necessarily attend your putting this young colony in such a posture as 
to make it answer the ends expected from it.

There is a sloop employed by me as a tender for intelligence between this 
garrison, Annapolis and New England. I am of opinion lit] should be dis 
charged, as there is a strong squadron now in these seas and some small 
ships of war, particularly the Albany brig, very proper for that service. The 
sloop is named the Ordnance Packet, Giddings master, and is hourly ex 
pected here from Annapolis.

I give you copies of Gov. Shirley's letters to me of 9, 10 and 17 May, 1 
wherein he recommends the care of Annapolis to my consideration, and the 
sending to New York of some cannon that were borrowed from thence for 
the service of the expedition.

I must recommend one Baptiste Dion, a Frenchman who is an exceeding 
good pilot. I have prevailed upon him to stay here, as he may be very useful 
if any attempt should be made upon Quebec. He is now on board the Kin- 
sale at lie St. Jean, upon my promise to give him £100 if he can prevail 
upon the inhabitants of that island to comply with the capitulation. You will 
please, if he succeeds, to pay him that sum when he returns, and £42 which 
I now leave with you for his wages as pilot of the Chester, where, for his en 
couragement, I ordered him to be borne as such. I believe it will be 
necessary to retain him in the king's interest and service.

I am apt to believe you will find yourself, as Sir William Pepperrell and 1 
did, under a necessity of victualling the women in this garrison till the 
country shall be peopled and produce the necessaries of life. Upon landing 
the troops from Gibraltar, as the Kinsale was then hourly expected with a 
proper establishment for victualling them, we, with the consent and advice 
of the council and field officers, gave directions to the commissary to victual 
them in the same manner as they had been victualled in the transports till 
the king's pleasure should be known. Having no instructions on that head by 
the Kinsale, we have continued to victual them at two-thirds allowance, 
which I thought proper to apprise you of. I shall transmit by the first oppor-

1 Not located.
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tunity to his grace the Duke of Newcastle the opinion of the council and 
captains of his Majesty's ships that wintered here, setting forth what provi 
sion and liquor the troops of this garrison should be allowed for their com 
fortable sustenance.

Nothing more occurs to me proper for your information. I beg you will 
let the people who remain here and that were upon this expedition enjoy the 
quiet possession of the houses they now dwell in. I shall always be proud of 
your correspondence, both public and private.

227. Warren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 2 June 1746

SIR, I have received your several letters and orders, and my commission as 
governor, of the following dates: 7 and 30 Oct. [No. 174] and 1 Nov. [No. 
175], by Adm. Townsend. [He] arrived here on 9 May with [these ships: 
Kingston, Pembroke, Kinsale (men of war) and Bedford and Concord (ord 
nance storeships)], this being his second attempt to reach Louisbourg. His 
first was so early that he met with very bad weather which obliged him to 
put back to Antigua, much shattered, after losing company with the 
Princessa and Ipswich, two of his squadron. The former we learn is got to 
England, but the latter we have not yet heard of.

The troops from Gibraltar (but last from Virginia) arrived here about a 
fortnight before Mr. Townsend under convoy of the Fowey, Dover and 
Torrington. I dispatched the former at Gov. Gooch's desire to Virginia for 
the protection of the trade of that and the colonies adjacent to it to the 
northward. The Torrington [I sent] to New York for the Ruby transport, 
who has two companies and a quarter of Gen. Fuller's regiment on board 
and may be hourly expected. She is the only one of the Gibraltar transports 
that is not arrived safe here.

Of the ordnance storeships that came out with the Kinsale the Mary 
Galley is missing, and the Margaret and Ann transport with 100 recruits for 
Annapolis was taken and carried to Havana. Some of the recruits, I am told, 
are arrived [under] a flag of truce at Philadelphia. We have had no accounts 
from Newfoundland, so we cannot say what may have become of the 
Onslow and Neptune, ordered with ordnance stores for that place.

I have been very happy under Mr. Townsend's command, since his 
arrival, and am extremely obliged to their lordships for the apology they 
condescend to make me for sending a superior sea officer here. I hope they 
will do me the justice to be assured that I shall command or obey with equal 
pleasure when his Majesty's service shall require it. Their lordships'
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approbation of my conduct will ever give me the highest satisfaction, as giv 
ing them the least room to censure it would give me the greatest concern.

On 23 May Mr. Knowles arrived in the Norwich with the Canterbury, 
and delivered me your letter of 13 Mar. [No. 195], and one from his grace 
the Duke of Newcastle. [He] acquaints me that his Majesty has been 
graciously pleased, upon my application for the recovery of my health, 
to give me leave to resign this government. [He] has also signified his 
Majesty's approbation of my conduct upon this expedition, which is the 
greatest pleasure to me. I beg leave to assure their lordships that the choice 
his Majesty has made of Mr. Knowles for my successor (by their lordships' 
recommendation) is very agreeable to me. He is a sea officer to whose 
abilities I am no stranger. [His] friendship I shared from my first acquain 
tance without interruption till I was, as I then apprehended, under a 
necessity by my instructions of taking the Superbe from him at Antigua, 
upon the unhappy loss of the Weymouth. [It] gave me too much concern at 
that time, and Mr. Knowles too much resentment. However as he, upon 
consideration, allows he was in error on that point of discipline, our esteem 
for each other (I am sure on my side) is thoroughly reestablished, and I 
believe it is so on his.

I will give him all the light I can into the best method of making this a 
flourishing colony, being happy in it himself and making all those so who 
are under him. In two days I shall proceed to Boston in the Chester, which 
ship Mr. Townsend has been so good to allow me. On my arrival there, I 
will acquaint their lordships what prospect I shall have of executing their 
orders in the colonies, both with regard to building ships and promoting the 
progress of the project directed to be put on foot against the French 
settlements or any other that may be thought for his Majesty's service. If 
my health will permit me, when the plan of operation is well digested and 
agreed upon, I shall be proud to have a share in the execution.

Nothing of greater consequence can be attempted this year in those seas 
than what is mentioned in my plan given to Mr. Townsend upon his arrival. 
He approved [of it], and has begun to comply with it in part, by sending to 
lie St. Jean to transport the French from thence to France, agreeable to the 
terms of that capitulation. It was necessary to begin with this, as the time to 
which the French were limited not to bear arms against his Majesty or his 
allies expires the 17th of this month. By [that] time I hope we shall have 
most of them here.

One of the sloops that was sent thither is just arrived here with two of the 
French deputies of [lie St. Jean. They] inform us they are ready to comply 
with the capitulation, but hope we will pay them for their cattle. I This I I 
believe will be agreed to, and vessels sent immediately to transport them (be-



1745-1746 261

ing about 1,000 souls). Mr. Townsend will no doubt acquaint their lordships 
of all his proceedings and of the state and condition of the squadron.

I sent the Wager last fall to Boston to clean. After having so done, I 
directed her captain to cruise during the winter months to the southward, 
pursuant to their lordships' orders. In case of his wanting water or 
provisions, I ordered him to touch at any of the islands, but to be with me 
here the beginning of March. I find he was obliged to put into Jamaica, 
where notwithstanding my positive order, Mr. Davers has taken him under 
his command. I have not heard a syllable of him since the receipt some 
months ago of Capt. Forrest's letter telling me of the admiral's having so 
done.

This is really what I should not do to any inferior officer if the king's ser 
vice did not greatly justify my so doing. I wish this may be the case with Mr. 
Davers. It may be often absolutely necessary and very much for his 
Majesty's service that commanding officers abroad should have full power 
to divert a ship or ships from prosecuting their full orders, whether from a 
superior or inferior officer. Yet I think great inconveniences might accrue if 
an improper use should ever be made of such power. I hope their lordships 
will pardon my troubling them with a complaint of this kind, not made from 
any disgust to Mr. Davers.

When the Wager was fitting at Boston last fall, a press gang of her had 
the misfortune to kill [or] to be where two men belonging to a merchant 
vessel were killed on shore. Two of the Wager's press gang have been tried 
and found guilty of the murder, but upon some flaw in the indictment, 
sentence was not pronounced then. A new trial [is] appointed, which will be 
in August next. I have written to Gov. Shirley in favour of the two men, and 
I hope he will not suffer them to be executed, though they should be con 
demned, till his Majesty's pleasure shall be known.

By what I can learn from the cooler and disinterested sort of people, the 
case of those poor men is very hard and deserves their lordships' interposi 
tion with his Majesty to save them. While the Act of 6: Anne 1 which forbids 
pressing in the colonies continues in force, which all the law courts abroad 
construe it to do, the Attorney and Solicitor General have given their opinion 
that it expired with the war [at that time]. It occasions continual 
prosecutions against sea officers who cannot avoid pressing, and in my 
opinion is not the least advantage to the trade.

1 In 1708 the Act 6 Anne c.37 abolished pressing in North America and the West Indies 
till the end of the war in 1713. In 1746 a new Act, 19 Geo. II c.30 banned pressing in the 
West Indies only. This occasioned considerable resentment in North America where, ever 
since 1708, colonial authorities had prosecuted captains for impressing seamen. See Baugh, 
British Naval Administration in the Age of Walpole pp. 215-25.
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I sent the Shirley frigate last fall to clean at Boston, with directions to 
proceed and cruise to the southward with the Wager. Her men leaving her, 
she was obliged to remain there all the winter, and did not arrive at 
Louisbourg till yesterday, 30 men short of complement. The captain used all 
possible diligence—so much [soj that he dared not set foot on shore for 
four months for fear of being prosecuted [by] the above Act or murdered by 
the mob for pressing

I am of opinion Louisbourg for some years will be the only place in 
America that his Majesty's ships can clean at with any dispatch and prevent 
desertion. I am therefore glad their lordships approve of putting the careen 
ing wharf in order. I have already fixed three crabs there, and it is fit to 
heave down a ship of 50 or 60 guns.

I have transmitted the papers in the enclosed schedule with my letter of 
this date to his grace the Duke of Newcastle, to all which I presume their 
lordships may have recourse if necessary. I hope they will excuse my want 
of time to send their lordships copies of them.

I was under a necessity for the evacuation of lie St. Jean, which I had 
prepared for before Mr. Townsend's arrival, [to] commission a very pretty 
brigatine of 10 carriage and 16 swivel guns and 90 men, by the name of the 
Albany. I gave the command of her to Lieut. Colby a very good officer.

I will give you no further trouble till my arrival in New England.

P.S. Herewith you will receive Sir William PepperrelPs and my answer to 
the memorial of the seigneur commissaire de guerre at Brussels upon the ex 
ecution of the capitulation of Louisbourg [No. 221]. Since [I finished] my 
letter, the Ruby transport before mentioned is arrived from New York, and 
all the troops on board her are in good health.

228. Warren to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 2 June 1746

MY LORD DUKE, I was honoured with your grace's letter [of] 11 Sept. [No. 
159] and my commission as governor of this colony by Adm. Townsend 
with [these ships: Kingston, Pembroke and Kinsale, men of war, and 
Bedford and Concord, storeships. He] arrived here on 9 May, this being his 
second attempt to reach the port [from] Antigua. In his first he was obliged 
to put back much shattered by bad weather, and lost company with the 
Princessa and Ipswich. The former we learn is got to England, but we have 
not heard of the latter.

The transports from Gibraltar (last from Virginia) arrived here about a
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fortnight before Mr. Townsend, under the convoy of the Fowey, Dover and 
Torrington. I dispatched the Fowey immediately to protect the trade and 
colony of Virginia, agreeable to Gov. Gooch's request, and the Torrington 
to New York. [The Ruby transport] put in there, and is the only missing ship 
of the whole convoy from Gibraltar. She has on board two companies and a 
quarter of Gen. Fuller's regiment, and may be hourly expected. Both 
regiments do not muster more than 1,219 men, officers included, and of 
Gov. Shirley's and Sir William PepperrelPs [regiments] ... not yet above 
874, most of whom enlisted here. Mr. Shirley informs me the levies for the 
American regiments go on pretty well in the colonies and that he will be 
daily sending them to us. It is to be hoped they will be complete within the 
time limited by his Majesty's warrant.

On 23 May, Mr. Knowles arrived here with the Norwich and Canterbury, 
by whom I have had the honour and pleasure of receiving your grace's most 
obliging letter of 14 Mar. [No. 197] with one of the same date to Sir William 
Pepperrell and myself [No. 196]. The former acquaints me that his Majesty 
upon application, has been graciously pleased to give me leave to resign the 
government of this important acquisition to my successor, Mr. Knowles. 1 
beg leave to assure your grace I would by no means have declined [this 
government], as I have the prosperity of this conquest extremely at heart, 
did my health admit of my undertaking so much fatigue as must attend well 
regulating and conducting the affairs of this garrison and the squadron ap 
pointed to protect it. When God shall please to reestablish me in that, I shall 
always be at your grace's devotion, ready to undertake any service that his 
Majesty may judge me proper for. The manner in which his Majesty has 
been pleased to suffer me to resign for the recovery of my health, with this 
approbation of my past conduct, is such a mark of royal favour as can 
never be remembered but with pleasure and gratitude.

Give me leave to assure your grace that I am greatly pleased with my 
successor. I have had a long acquaintance and a strict friendship [with him I, 
till it was a little interrupted by his resenting too warmly my taking the 
Superbe from him upon the unfortunate loss of the Weymouth at Antigua. I 
thought I could not avoid doing [so] under the orders I then was, and indeed 
it was with very great reluctance I did what I myself thought a little harsh, 
though [no more than] I could easily have suffered from him, had his case 
been mine.

He is now convinced that he was in error as to that point of discipline. 
Therefore I shall not be wanting to convince him that I can forget and 
forgive, by renewing my friendship and regard for him. During the whole 
time of our coolness, I did not fail to do his merit justice, both to this friends 
and my own. I have now given him up the government with all the I advice I
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in my power for his future conduct, both for his own and the general 
satisfaction of those whom he is to govern, as well as for the welfare and 
prosperity of this young colony. Your grace may perceive IthisJ by the copy 
of my letter to him, herewith transmitted.

Mr. Townsend, under whose command as a sea officer I have been ex 
ceedingly happy since his arrival, will probably remain here some time. I 
thought it my duty to let him know the plan of operation upon which I in 
tended to act, had the command of the squadron to be employed here this 
summer continued in me. He so well approves [of it] that he has already 
begun upon it by sending the Dover and Shirley frigate to give countenance 
to the garrison of Annapolis, where they are to clean. The Kinsale and 
Albany brig [are] to evacuate lie St. Jean of all the French, who are about 
1,000 souls, agreeable to the terms of the capitulation. As it will give your 
grace most light, I send you my letter to Mr. Townsend, which I hope will 
meet your grace's approbation, as it has his. Nothing can be done against 
Quebec this year, more than intercepting their trade and storeships, which 
may render the conquest of it easier if it should be attempted next summer.

I shall sail in two days for Boston, where I will concert the measures 
your grace recommends with the respective governors of the colonies, as far 
as my health will permit me. Could I hope to meet with the same zeal for his 
Majesty's [service] in the others as I am sure I shall in Mr. Shirley, there 
would be no doubt of the success of my commission, of which I shall 
apprise your grace as soon as possible.

I think it my duty to his Majesty and your grace to acquaint you of any 
circumstances that may contribute in any measure to prevent [my success]. 
I must beg leave to tell your grace that the American officers are a good 
deal chagrined, and indeed so, I hear, are the colonies in general to which 
they belong, because they have [not] been considered in the promotion of 
officers made to the two American regiments. To let your grace more into 
their discontent, I enclose you their letter of congratulation to me [No. 219] 
upon the receipt of my commission, by which you will see they conceive 
their services have been lessened by misrepresentations. Whether they have 
any reasonable foundation for this supposition I cannot say, but their being 
overlooked has contributed greatly to lessen both Sir William Pepperrell's 
and my influence with them. I fear it will have a bad effect on any future ex 
pedition that should be set on foot where their assistance may be wanted. 
Many of them have left their business in hopes of mending their fortune in 
the king's service by the reduction of this place.

Your grace will find the expense of this garrison has been and will be very 
great, especially for some time, till the works are repaired and barracks built 
(which are absolutely necessary for the reception of even four regiments, as
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were first intended to garrison this fortress). As three companies of Col. 
Frampton's are come with Mr. Knowles and more [are] daily expected, 
there must be additional barracks for them more than those already 
bespoken.

We have been obliged to convert the hospital into a barracks. [ItJ makes a 
very good one for near a regiment of 700 men. Another hospital (with your 
grace's approbation) should be erected without the east or Maurepas gate. 
[This] will be a properer situation than in the town, for though I thank God 
it is now very healthy, it may be otherwise next winter.

We have buried near 2,000 men since we have been in possession of this 
place, owing greatly to the want of necessaries. Till proper barracks are 
provided for the troops, there will be no houses to receive inhabitants who 
would flock here from all the colonies if they could have the land and 
fishing places granted them and a civil government established. Without 
[these] this acquisition will never answer the expense nor the ends which are 
expected from the addition of it to his Majesty's dominions. I beg your 
grace will excuse the zeal which prompts me to take the liberty of thus freely 
offering my weak opinion of what I conceive will tend to the good of this 
colony and his Majesty's service.

I hope if the American governments come heartily into what I am 
ordered by your grace to solicit and propose to them, there will be time 
enough to prepare everything that will be necessary from England and the 
colonies for the execution of the intended project next spring. I drop this 
subject till I shall have concerted with the different governors. After [that] 
your grace shall have Mr. Shirley's and my joint opinion upon the whole 
scheme, to which, when brought to maturity (if my health will permit) I will 
readily give any assistance in my power. Your grace will excuse me when I 
take the liberty to tell you I shall be very unwilling to go upon any service, 
especially in chief command, unless there shall be such necessary 
preparations made and supplies of all kinds allowed as will give a strong 
probability of success. I am well assured, whenever the conquest of Canada 
shall be attempted, the ships and troops [should] be well provided and 
prepared to winter in the country, especially [troops], for I am in doubt 
whether ships can. The season would probably be too short to reduce to his 
Majesty's obedience [the whole of Canada] in one summer's campaign of 
four months at most.

I send for your grace's information the papers in the enclosed schedule. I 
will give you no further trouble till my arrival in Boston. [I have] 
recommended it to Gov. Knowles to send your grace a particular state of 
the garrison, after the regular surveys are taken and the stores put into the 
possession of the proper officers.
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P.S. Since finishing my letter, the Ruby transport is arrived from New 
York, the troops all well on board her. Had I remained at Louisbourg I 
should have been extremely obliged to my old acquaintance Col. Hopson 
for his instructions in garrison discipline, of which no man can be a better 
judge.
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229. Warren to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 6 June 1746

MY LORD DUKE, Herewith your grace will receive a duplicate of my letter 
of the 2nd instant [No. 228] and of the several papers in the enclosed 
schedule, acquainting your grace of my having on that day resigned the 
government of Louisbourg to my successor, Mr. Knowles. The same even 
ing I embarked in order to proceed without loss of time to New England. |1 
was to prosecute] the directions I had the honour to receive from your grace 
by Mr. Knowles [No. 197] (received 23 May) to concert measures with 
Gov. Shirley and the other governors of the northern colonies for carrying 
on his Majesty's designs against the French settlements upon the continent 
of America. [I was] to execute at the same time the instructions [No. 195] 
received by the same conveyance from the secretary of the Admiralty, 
directing me to contract for building four ships of war in the colonies, two 
of 44 and two of 24 guns.

Your grace's desire to have Mr. Shirley's opinion and [mine] upon the 
content of your said letter as early as possible prompted me to leave 
Louisbourg as soon as I could let Mr. Knowles into the affairs of that gar 
rison and settle the public accounts that were absolutely necessary. The 
weather proving very foggy, though I embarked with Gen. Pepperrell on the 
2nd (the day of my resignation to Mr. Knowles) we could not get to sea till 
the 5th, and then with a bad wind.

On the 6th in the morning, I met his Majesty's sloop the Hinchinbroke 
from England and Boston. By her I had the honour to receive your grace's 
letter of 9 Apr. [No. 205], together with a general plan of an expedition in 
tended against Canada, dated 7 Apr. [No. 204] from the secretary of the 
Admiralty. [It] informed me that the command of the squadron destined for 
this service was designed for me. Your grace's letter informs me that his 
Majesty has been pleased to order five battalions of his troops with a suf 
ficient convoy to Louisbourg. [They], in conjunction with Major Gen. 
Frampton's regiment, the two regiments from Gibraltar and what can be 
levied in the colonies are, under Lieut. Gen. St. Clair, commanded to 
attempt the immediate reduction of Canada.

Upon maturely considering the purport of your grace's letter and the 
above plan, I concluded my return to Louisbourg (being then within three 
hours' sail of that place and the wind not fair to proceed to New England) 
would be most for his Majesty's service. I might by that means com 
municate the instructions I had received to Mr. Townsend and Gov.
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Knowles (who, I found, had no dispatches directed to them) and act upon 
my instructions as should be resolved at a consultation. IA council of war I 
on my arrival was convened, and produced the enclosed resolutions iNos. 
230 & 231]. In consequence of Ithis], I shall proceed tomorrow to New 
England, to use my endeavours in conjunction with Gov. Shirley to forward 
the levies and make the necessary provisions and preparations for the im 
mediate execution, if possible, of his Majesty's commands.

I must own my apprehension that there is too little time given for con 
cocting and forming the plan of operation intended against a place of such 
strength and importance as I conceive Canada to be. I could give your grace 
many reasons for this doubt. I will defer doing [so] till, on my arrival at 
Boston, I see what progress Gov. Shirley and the other governors of the 
colonies have made in their levies and other necessary services. Your grace 
may be assured nothing shall be wanting on my part, as far as my health will 
admit of it, for carrying his Majesty's commands into execution. iHisJ royal 
approbation of my past conduct give me the greatest satisfaction and will 
ever influence my future.

I must acknowledge to your grace that I am at a loss to account for so 
sudden a resolution, without giving any previous notice to prepare for an ex 
pedition of such consequence. A disappointment [there] must put our 
country to an immense expense of subjects and treasure, and (as usual) the 
commanding officers to shame, let their conduct be ever so [blameless]. I 
will trouble your grace no longer upon this subject until you have Mr. 
Shiriey's and my joint opinion what can be done in obedience to your com 
mands. I presume whether they can be put in execution this year or not, Mr. 
Shirley will think it necessary to come to Louisbourg with me to concert 
measures with Gen. St. Clair.

Your grace will please to observe by my letters to Mr. Townsend and 
Gov. Knowles that I was, before the receipt of yours of 9 May, of opinion 
that nothing could be attempted against Canada this year, more than in 
tercepting any succours from France to that colony. [This] I recommended 
strongly to Mr. Townsend, as I did the distressing the French fishery about 
Newfoundland. I conceived Mr. Shirley was of the same opinion and had 
apprised your grace fully of it.

I flatter myself your grace will excuse me and in some measure come into 
my opinion when I take the liberty to acquaint your grace that I think 
(though great honour is done me in the trust intended) my treatment upon 
this occasion a little severe, not to say hard. Your grace may remember my 
application for leave to resign the government of Louisbourg and to have 
some respite from public business was founded upon the ill state of my 
health, which rendered me incapable of undertaking the fatigues of that
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office. In consideration of [this], your grace informs me by your letter of 
14 Mar. [No. 197], his Majesty had been graciously pleased to give me leave 
to go to the colonies, with the directions before mentioned to build ships, and 
some others for his Majesty's service. The execution of [these] and of your 
grace's commands I hoped would have been no impediment to the restora 
tion of my health, which is impaired by a scorbutic disorder. This, with your 
grace's directions to me to communicate to you as soon as possible Mr. 
Shirley's and my joint sentiments upon the question of your grace's said 
letter of 14 Mar,, induced me to resign my government without delay. [This] 
I would not .,. have done, [for as governor I] would [have been] better 
[placed] to carry on the necessary for the attempt upon Canada. Your 
gracf might have rested fully satisfied that I would have taken care to 
have left as strong a garrison at Louisbourg as I could, as no man can have 
the safety and prosperity of it more at heart. Nor can I think it would have 
been in the least inconsistent if that government had remained in me, [for] 
during the time I should [have been] engaged on the intended expedition, 
[the responsibility would have] been entrusted to the care of a lieutenant 
governor and the commanding officer of the squadron to be left there. Since 
it was resolved, notwithstanding my ill state of health, that I should be 
employed upon that service in conjunction with Lieut. Gen. St. Clair (with 
whom I will be answerable) I shall maintain the strictest good harmony, so 
necessary for well executing his Majesty's instructions. The contrary, in 
many instances within my own experience, has been attended with very fatal 
consequences to our country.

I cannot help hoping that, if I am to be (under my present indisposition) 
obliged to go upon a much [more] severe service than that which 1 
apprehended my health would not allow me to execute (I mean that of the 
government of Louisbourg) his Majesty would be graciously pleased to 
restore me to that government again, with liberty of absence from it when it 
may with equal safety be left to the care of a lieutenant governor. Otherwise 
I serve upon a worse footing than his Majesty seemed to intend when he 
first honoured me with that trust, and with his royal approbation of my con 
duct. I flatter myself [that] cannot have been with any justice lessened by 
any demerit of mine since. If I am mistaken in this point, I have only to beg 
that some other officer may be appointed to act in concert with Gen. St. 
Clair upon the intended expedition. Your grace will be pleased [in that case] 
to get me immediately ordered home to suffer any censure that my conduct 
may have deserved, or on the contrary [to] continue in his Majesty's, your 
grace's, and the Board of Admiralty's former good opinion. Whenever by 
any ill behaviour of mine, I shall be so unhappy as to forfeit [that], it will be 
the greatest mortification to me.
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230. Council of War
Louisbourg, 6 June 1746

Present: Vice Adm. Townsend, Rear Adm. Warren, Commodore Knowles, 
Lieut. Col. Hopson, Lieut. Col. Horsman, Lieut. Col. Ellison, 
Major Mercer.

Upon the arrival of his grace the Duke of Newcastle's letter to Mr. 
Warren, Adm. Townsend desired our opinions and advice concerning what 
might be necessary to be done for promoting the intended expedition and 
the general good of his Majesty's service. We, [his] Majesty's principal 
officers commanding by land and sea assembled together, having maturely 
taken into consideration the several letters and instructions sent by the 
ministry to Adm. Warren, are unanimously of opinion that it will be most 
for his Majesty's service that some ships should immediately be sent to 
cruise in the mouth of the river St. Lawrence to endeavour to intercept any 
succours or supplies arriving at Canada from old France. Provision 
[should] be made by Adm. Townsend and Gov. Knowles for procuring a 
number of transports and proper vessels for carrying troops from hence to 
Quebec. [They should also] endeavour to prevail with and engage pilots well 
acquainted with the navigation of the river St. Lawrence and parts adjacent. 
Officers and troops in garrison intended for that service [should] be pre 
paring for their speedy departure, and every other thing that occurs, 
necessary for the expedition, be provided with all imaginable dispatch.

231. Council of War
Louisbourg, 6 June 1746

Present: Vice Adm. Townsend, Rear Adm. Warren, Commodore Knowles, 
Col. Warburton, Sir William Pepperrell, Lieut. Col. Hopson, 
Lieut. Col. Horsman, Lieut. Col. Ellison, Major Mercer.

Adm. Warren has received an express from his grace the Duke of New 
castle and ... the lords commissioners of the Admiralty. He met [with it] this 
day in his way to New England, whither he was going (after having resigned 
this government by his Majesty's leave) to consult with the governors of the 
colonies upon a plan of operation against the enemy, in consequence of his 
former orders. These letters from the ministry informed him of the 
alterations that have been made in the scheme and [brought] him a new 
plan. The wind being contrary, he put back into this port in order to consult 
and advise what will be best and most proper to be done for his Majesty's 
service upon this juncture.
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We have met and taken the said plan and letters into consideration, 
together with Gov. Shirley's letters and instructions and Sir William 
PepperrelPs thereupon. [We] do therefore unanimously give it as our opinion 
and advice that it will be most for his Majesty's service and for the dis 
patch of the intended expedition that Rear Adm. Warren does proceed to 
the colonies to concert measures with the several governors, in order that 
everything be prepared with the utmost dispatch possible, agreeable to his 
Majesty's instructions. We recommend it to Adm. Warren and Gov. Shirley 
to send us as often as possible accounts of their success and proceedings for 
the information of Gen. St. Clair, against his arrival.

232. Warren to Corbett
Louisbourg, 6 June 1746

SIR, My letter of 2 June [No. 225], a duplicate of which accompanies this, 
acquaints you of my having that day resigned the government of 
Louisbourg to my successor Mr. Knowles, and of my intention to proceed 
to Boston in prosecution of the instructions I received by Mr. Knowles from 
his grace the Duke of Newcastle, and their lordships by you. Accordingly, 1 
embarked in the Chester the same day I resigned to Mr. Knowles, but the 
weather proving very foggy, I did not get to sea till the 5th, and then with a 
foul wind.

On the 6th in the morning, I met his Majesty's sloop Hinchinbroke. [She] 
brought me a letter from his grace the Duke of Newcastle, dated 9 Apr. [No. 
205], together with one from you of [7 Apr.] [No. 204], and a general plan 
for the immediate reduction of Canada. Upon considering the purport of all 
[these], as I was not then above three hours' sail from this place [and] the 
wind foul for New England, and no public letters for Mr. Townsend or Mr. 
Knowles, I concluded it would be for his Majesty's service to return and 
communicate to them (as I did the same day) the instructions I had received.

[These] produced the enclosed resolutions [Nos. 230-1] ... in conse 
quence of which I propose to sail tomorrow to Boston, to concert the best 
measures I can with Gov. Shirley for putting his Majesty's instructions in 
execution if possible this year. All the New England forces were discharged 
and gone from Louisbourg [before] the receipt of those instructions, 
agreeable to the promise made them by Gov. Shirley. I doubt very much 
whether it will be possible to make the necessary preparations and raise 
upon so very short notice a number of forces in the colonies as will be suf 
ficient (in conjunction with those expected from England under the com 
mand of Lieut. Gen. St. Clair) to attempt the conquest of Canada this 
season, which is now far advanced.
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I shall, after having seen Gov. Shirley, be better able to inform their 
lordships how far we may hope to succeed in our levies in the colonies.

This resolution (with great submission to their lordships) of attacking 
Canada this year seems to me to have been founded upon some mis 
representation of the strength and situation of that colony. If my informa 
tion is right, they have 40,000 fighting men in Canada1 besides the Indians 
in their interest, which are said to be very numerous. By all I can learn, we 
can have no great dependence upon the fidelity of those nations of Indians 
that are looked upon as in our alliance. I will say nothing to give their 
lordships an ill impression of their plan. But I am persuaded it will be found 
more time [is] necessary for the colonies' making proper preparations, to 
enable them to act the part which is intended them in an expedition of such 
consequence. [Its] failure will prove a very great expense of subjects and 
treasure to our country, and bring as usual the commanding officers to 
shame, for rightly or wrongly this is the consequence of ill success.

Their lordships may rest assured if my health (for the recovery of which 
and no other reason I resigned the government of Louisbourg) will admit of 
my taking the share allotted me in this intended expedition, I will exert 
myself in the execution of that trust to the utmost of my ability. I cannot 
help thinking it a little severe, after having obtained his Majesty's and their 
lordships' leave to resign the government of Louisbourg for the recovery of 
my health, that I should be immediately destined to go upon a service that 
requires more health and vigour than any other that could be pointed out to 
an officer in my situation. Surely if it is determined that I should (without 
regard to my indiposition) be employed upon this service, it will be thought 
proper to restore me to the government of Louisbourg again. [I could have] 
a license to leave it during my absence upon this expedition and afterwards 
(when under no apprehension of its being attacked by the enemy) to the care 
of a lieutenant governor. I think if I am not gratified in this, I am obliged to 
serve upon a worse footing than his Majesty intended when he honoured me 
with that government and with his royal approbation of my past conduct, 
which will ever have an influence upon my future.

I beg leave to assure their lordships that it is the opinion of all the 
physicians I can meet with that the scorbutic disorder of which I have long 
complained is grown so much upon me that they have very little hope 
(should I be obliged to go on this expedition) of my ever returning. Be that 
as God pleases, I had rather die than suffer one slur upon my honour or

1 The total population of Canada in 1746 was probably not more than 50,000, while the 
able-bodied men would have numbered less than 15,000. During the crucial campaign of 
1759 the total militia 'on all the fronts cannot have been much less than 15,000'. Stacey, The 
Siege and the Battle of Quebec, 1759, p. 45.
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reputation, which I hope I have maintained spotless. Were I in health, their 
lordships could not put me upon any well-grounded scheme of service con 
sistent with my rank that I would not attempt [to execute] with the greatest 
pleasure and alacrity. It would be but humane in their lordships if they 
would please to consider how much I have been employed since the com 
mencement of the war with Spain.

I flatter myself their lordships will pardon the necessity I am under of 
thus particularly pointing out my case to them in the truest light, and I hope 
not unbecoming an officer.

I will write to you again upon my arrival at Boston.

P.S. I have written of this date to his grace the Duke of Newcastle [No. 
229].

233. Warren to Sir John Norris
Louisbourg, 7 June 1746

SIR, I have had the honour of your favours dated 1 Feb. and 14 Mar., 1 by 
my successor in the government of Louisbourg, Mr. Knowles. Upon his 
arrival, [he] made me a pretty apology for the dispute that subsisted 
between us upon account of my taking the Superbe from him. This 
acknowledgment of his error in that point melted me both into a forgiveness 
and a renewal of our former friendship. The consequence of [this] was that 
I gave him the best advice I could, both for his own and the felicity of the 
people under his administration, which he assures me he will religiously 
observe. If he does I flatter myself he will have no reason to repent.

He arrived 23 May, and I resigned the government on 2 June and em 
barked the same day in the Chester. It proving foggy, I could not get to sea 
till the 5th. [I was] to put in execution the instructions I had from his grace 
the Duke of Newcastle and the lords commissioners of the Admiralty, dated 
13 and 14 Mar. [Nos. 195 & 196]. His grace's [instructions were] to concert 
measures with the different governments upon the continent as to the best 
method of attacking the French in their settlements, by which I conceived 
an expedition against Canada was intended next spring. My instructions 
from the Admiralty [were] to the same purpose, with the addition of one to 
bespeak four ships of war, two of 44 and two of 24 guns, to be built in the 
colonies. These instructions were very agreeable to me, as I apprehended the 
execution of them might be a means of establishing my health, for which 
and no other reasons, I declined the government of Louisbourg. [I hoped to

1 Not located.
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be,] after some respite from business, in a short time able to undertake any 
service his Majesty should judge necessary to put me upon.

To my very great surprise, the very day after I left Louisbourg on my 
way to New England, I met the Hinchinbroke with dispatches from his 
grace the Duke of Newcastle and the secretary of the Admiralty, dated 7 
and 9 Apr. [Nos. 204 & 205]. [They informed] me that a plan has been 
resolved upon for sending a number of troops abroad under the command 
of Lieut. Gen. St. Clair, who in conjuction with such as can be raised in the 
colonies are immediately to attempt the reduction of Canada. I am to com 
mand the squadron upon that service.

So very sudden a resolution in contradiction of that of 14 Mar. [No. 196], 
I must own surprised me much, especially as Gov. Shirley and myself had 
given it often as our opinion to his grace that nothing could with any 
prospect of success be attempted against Canada this year. In raising levies 
for such an attempt, the consent and concurrence of many different 
governments is absolutely necessary and will take a great deal of time to 
procure.

Pray, sir, do me the favour to resolve me whether it is the duty of an 
officer in my situation, if my health would admit my undertaking such a 
command, to do it against all probability of success, in my opinion, and by 
that means put my country to an immense expense, lose a number of his 
Majesty's subjects to no purpose, and of course be censured myself, which 
is always the consequence of a miscarriage, whether owing to misconduct 
or not.

I am persuaded it is impossible with the least hopes of success to put this 
plan in execution this season, though I think it may be done next spring with 
the greatest. By the plan the troops are ordered to rendezvous at Louisbourg 
from the colonies the latter end or middle of May, and to sail for the river 
St. Lawrence the beginning of June. It was 6 June before we received the 
plan, so you may judge how soon the men may be expected from the 
colonies. I dare say those [from] England will not [reach] Louisbourg [by 
the end of] July, if they have such a passage as is common to large convoys 
[and] should they sail from thence as soon as expected.

In short, sir, it is too late and too short a warning to prepare for an ex 
pedition of so much importance to our country. For my own part, if it can 
be done with honour, I had rather give up all my pretensions to his Maj 
esty's service than be a means of leading my country into so great an error 
and misfortune. Upon a well-concerted plan, I shall be proud of the honour 
of being an instrument worthy of having any share in it.

I persuade myself you were not of the council that resolved upon this 
scheme. If you had, I should have flattered myself that it would have oc 
curred to you that it was a little extraordinary that his Majesty's leave
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should be procured for my resigning the government of Louisbourg (a place 
with the command of a squadron, of high honour and trust) for the recovery 
of my health, and to be immediately after ordered upon a most severe ser 
vice. [This expedition] requires more health and vigour than any business in 
the government of Louisbourg, or indeed anywhere else can. I do not men 
tion this to evade going upon this service, for while I live I will go as far as 
my health will permit for my king and country's service upon a reasonable 
plan.

I am indeed highly honoured in his Majesty's approbation of my past 
services, which will ever have an influence upon my future. In reality, that is 
all the reward I have met with, for as to my flag, that I must own I looked 
upon as justly due to my long services. The government of New York, when 
Mr. Clinton can be better provided for, is all my ambition. As that of New 
Jersey is vacant by the death of Mr. Morris, I should take it as a favour to 
be named to that in the meantime, and to have a prospect of succeeding to 
the other when Mr. Clinton and I shall agree upon the terms (which we are 
now in treaty about, but this is not to be mentioned). Lord Sandwich has 
offered me his friendship upon all occasions, in addition [toj yours.

I imagine I could not fail to be gratified in this, since it need not be any 
hindrance to my serving at sea during the war (when my health is es 
tablished) and leaving the government under the management of the presi 
dent of the council. In a civil government under regular laws there is not the 
necessity there is in a military one of the governor's residing. This would 
make me and my family quite happy.

I beg you will make use of everything in this scrawl as you think proper in 
my favour. I assure you, sir, my being kept at Louisbourg last winter is near 
£20,000 out of my pocket. If I had time, I would trouble you with a copy of 
my letter to the Duke of Newcastle, but presume, as it is a public one, it will 
be read when you are in council. If so, I beg you will let me know what 
reception it meets. I must own I look upon myself [as] not well treated, and 
if I find it so I will not serve an hour after. I have written a private letter to 
his grace desiring the government of New Jersey, as an introduction to that 
of New York when it shall be agreeable to Mr. Clinton to leave it. I hope you 
will excuse this scrawl in a great hurry. Mrs. Warren joins me in regards to 
you, Lady Norris and all friends.

234. Warren to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 7 June 1746

MY LORD DUKE, Since my letter to your grace dated the 6th instant [No. 
229], I have received an account of the death of Gov. Morris of New
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Jersey. As my little fortune lies in the colony of New York where I married, 
I shall esteem it as the highest favour, if your grace will be pleased to appoint 
me to that government, with a prospect of succeeding Mr. Clinton when it 
shall be agreeable to him to leave New York. I flatter myself I can do his 
Majesty as much service in this situation as any, and that it will be a means 
of establishing my health, which is very much impaired. 1

If the proper preparations for putting your grace's last instructions in ex 
ecution this season can be made, [that appointment] shall not hinder my 
doing my part as far as I have the strength or ability. If [the expedition] can 
not, with a prospect of success, be attempted this year, I hope to be in a 
better state of health the next. I beg your grace's pardon for this trouble, 
which you have encouraged me in.

235. Warren to Bakers
Louisbourg, 7 June 1746

GENTLEMEN, I have just time to own the receipt of your favours by the Kin- 
sale and by Mr. Knowles. I have an account of the death of Mr. Morris, 
governor of New Jersey, and have written to his grace the Duke of New 
castle to favour me with the government, with a prospect of succeeding Mr. 
Clinton when it shall be agreeable to him to leave New York. I must desire 
the favour that you will solicit this affair for me in the best manner you can 
with all my friends. I shall soon write to you fully.

236. Townsend to Warren
Kingston, Louisbourg harbour, 12 June 1746

SIR, The Dover and Torrington are in want of mainmasts, and in all 
probability many more of his Majesty's ships [that are empty on different 
services and rendezvous at this place] may stand in need of the same kind of 
stores. It will be very necessary and proper that a number of masts and 
yards should be lodged as a store here to answer the exigencies of the ser 
vice. [I am] informed by a letter I have lately received from Capt. Forrest 
that he is recently arrived at Piscataqua. [This] will be a seasonable oppor 
tunity to provide the kind of stores we are at present in want of.

1 Warren stood no chance, for Lord Chancellor Hardwicke supported the eventual winner 
in the contest, Jonathan Belcher. Among others interested in the post were George Clarke, 
the former lieutenant governor of New York, and Lord Hawley. Warren earned no more 
than a postscript in Newcastle's letter to Bedford, 5 July 1746, Russell, ed., Correspondence 
of John, Fourth Duke of Bedford, Vol. I, pp. 122-3.
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Therefore I desire you will order the captain of the BienAime storeship to 
bring a sufficient quantity immediately [soj that his Majesty's ships may be 
put in a condition to answer the service expected from them. I hope you had 
a favourable passage, and that Mrs. Warren and the children are well. Mr. 
Knowles joins in compliments with me.

237. Warren to Clinton
Chester, Nantasket Beach, 24 June 1746

DEAR SIR, I am honoured with your public and private letters of 19 May, 1 
and find by the former the spirit against pressing continues as violent as 
ever in your government. Indeed it will do so in all the colonies till some 
measures are taken upon it by the British Parliament, either by repealing the 
clause of 6 Anne [c. 37], which forbids pressing in America or by some 
other means. You see they prosecute upon the Act without any regard to the 
attorney's and solictor general's opinions that the force of the Act expired 
with [that] war. I am very well assured you have done everything in your 
power to induce the legislature of your government to act in the best manner 
both for their own and his Majesty's service. I am sorry they are so blind to 
their own interests. There is a scheme on foot now, of which I shall write to 
you more fully in my next, in which their zeal will be tried, I hope with 
success as they will be greatly interested in the consequences of it.

I am much obliged to you for so candidly mentioning your intentions to 
treat with rne for your succession, which is the whole of my ambition when 
you can be better provided for. Though I give up a much better thing for it, 
I would either give you £3,000 or over one-third of the income of that 
government during your and Mrs. Clinton's lives and my holding it. This I 
think doing a great deal, if I had not even any pretension to ask a favour of 
the ... ministry, who inform me that his Majesty and they are highly 
pleased with my conduct.

The government of New Jersey I hear is now vacant. It is not impossible 
but that I may be named to that. I am persuaded nothing will prevent it ex 
cept the ministry's inclination to have me serve under my flag, in which 
situation they have named me for the scheme I have already mentioned. I 
am apt to believe that cannot be carried into execution this year. You will be 
so good, as soon as possible, to let me know your sentiments upon my offer.

Had you changed for the government of Louisbourg, you would not have 
failed having the command of the squadron, for Mr. Townsend [would]

1 Not located.
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never [have] been sent but [for] my application to go home, first calling at 
the colony with my family. Mr. Knowles has succeeded in the government, 
and will upon Mr. Townsend's and my leaving these seas command the 
squadron. It is the king's intention that a sea officer commanding the ships 
in America shall govern Louisbourg.

[Until] the scheme before mentioned was set on foot, my instructions 
were to go the colonies for the recovery of my health, taking one ship that I 
thought proper to keep my flag on board. [I was] at the same time to con 
cert measures with several governments for better carrying on his Maj 
esty's service, and forming an expedition against the French settlements for 
execution next year; and to order four ships of war to be built in the 
colonies, two of 44 and two of 24 guns. This is altered by other instructions, 
which seem to hope that it is not too late to undertake something even this 
year. I must own I am of opinion it is; if it appears so to others, I shall have 
the pleasure of kissing your hand at New York. As yet, it is very uncertain 
what my fate will be.

I left Mr. [Henry] Clinton under Mr. Knowles' protection, who assured 
me he would keep him at his own house. He arrived but the day before I 
sailed so that I did but just see him one evening. Mr. Knowles has given me 
all the satisfaction I would wish as to his mistakes in discipline when he dis 
obliged me at my taking the Superbe from him, which has renewed our 
former friendship. I hope he will make a very proper governor for that im 
portant garrison. I arrived here this morning and hope this will save the 
posts. Mrs. Warren joins me in regards to your excellency and family.

P.S. I hope to hear from you by return of this post.

238. Warren to Spry
Boston, 26 June 1746

The trade of the colonies is greatly exposed to the enemy's privateers, 
there being no other ship but the Fowey (stationed at Virginia) between this 
place and South Carolina. You are hereby required and directed to proceed 
without a moment's loss of time, and cruise between the capes of Virginia 
and the island of Bermuda. Use your utmost endeavour to take, sink, burn 
or otherwise destroy all ships and vessels you may meet with belonging to 
his Majesty's enemies the French and Spaniards. You are to take care to be 
at Nantasket Beach without fail (it being of very great consequence) by 20 
July, where on your arrival you may expect further orders.
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239. Warren to Christopher Kilby
Boston, 26 June 1746

DEAR SIR, I have had the pleasure since my appointment to the government 
of Louisbourg to receive several letters from you, 1 for which I am much 
obliged. In your first you seem to think that your relation to New England2 
prevented your having received letters from me by the different expresses 
that I had occasion to send home. Give me leave to assure you that you are 
greatly mistaken in that point. That alone would have [been] the greatest in 
ducement to have corresponded with you had my time allowed it. Hurried 
as I was, I wrote you two or three letters,3 and shall always be glad of your 
correspondence, however I may have been misrepresented to you.

I believe the people of New England, from whom I have now met a most 
genteel reception,4 are persuaded that they have my best wishes for their 
prosperity and that of the colonies. If they succeed in the scheme now on 
foot, [they] will make themselves a happy people to late[r] generations. I am 
come here to concert measures with Gov. Shirley, and will you may depend 
exert myself in the part allotted me, as far as my health (which is very much 
impaired) will allow me.

I am very glad to find the value of Louisbourg seems to be so well under 
stood at home. I could wish to see a civil government there, and the other 
encouragements given it which have been recommended: a free port for a 
term of years at least, if consistent with the Act of trade; toleration to all 
Protestants I apprehend they have; a power to grant land; [and appointment 
of] all the American trade to make up their convoys there. I have not the 
least objection to our new scheme but that of its being set on foot, I fear, too 
late in the season.

I am obliged to you for the account you sent me of the pay of the staff 
officers of my [former] government, and my own. I think it very little in 
deed, but I presume it is only my table money, and I assure you £10 a day 
did not excuse me in that single article. You will be so good as to pay it to 
my correspondents, Messrs. Baker. I presume the execution of the blank 
power of attorney you sent me will now be useless.

I am persuaded you will do all in your power to keep up the good opinion 
which Louisbourg is highly deserving of, and promote the new scheme now

1 None located.
2 Kilby was then agent in London for the colony of Massachusetts.
3 None located.
4 According to the account in the Boston Newsletter, 3 July 1746, Warren and Pepperrell 

were greeted by a great parade from Boston's Long Wharf, where they landed, through 
streets thronged with spectators to the council chamber, where the speaker of the house con 
gratulated them on their success at Louisbourg and safe return to the city.
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on foot. My compliments to Mr. [William] Bollan and Mr. [John I 
Thomlinson when you see him. I shall be glad at all times to receive your 
commands.

240. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 26 June 1746

SIR, Upon my arrival here the 24th instant, I waited immediately upon Gov. 
Shirley, that no time should be lost in concerting the proper measures for 
the speedy execution of his Majesty's instructions of 9 and 7 Apr. [Nos. 
204-5] from his grace the Duke of Newcastle and you, by the 
Hinchinbroke. Finding two vessels, one for London, the other for Bristol, 
lying ready to sail, I would not omit such an opportunity of sending his 
grace and you duplicates and triplicates of my letters [of] 2nd and 6th 
instant from Louisbourg, to which I refer.

I can only now inform you that [Gov. Shirley] will acquaint me [with] 
what progress he has hitherto made in his levies in this and the neighbouring 
governments. Upon the whole I fear, as I told you before [No. 232], the 
season advances faster than the levies, though all parties (as well as myself), 
I am persuaded, are as anxious as possible to forward them and to promote 
this expedition. Gov. Shirley's absence from here cannot possibly be dis 
pensed with till the whole number of troops that shall be thought necessary 
to act in conjunction with those from England are raised and ready to em 
bark for Louisbourg, the general rendezvous.

Both he and I are of opinion, and have written to this purpose, that it 
would be most for his Majesty's service that Mr. St. Clair should, on his 
arrival at Louisbourg, come immediately here. If that should happen before 
the above number can be raised, [he should] concert measures with us, leav 
ing directions with the next officer to hold the troops in constant readiness 
to proceed on service on our arrival at Louisbourg with the forces from the 
colonies. We have recommended to Mr. Townsend to keep the squadron so 
too.

It is thought advisable that I should employ myself, till Mr. St. Glair's 
arrival, in soliciting and hastening the levies in the several governments to 
the westward as far as my time will admit. In the meanwhile Mr. Shirley 
joins in opinion with me that I cannot better employ the Chester, allotted to 
attend on me, than in cruising about the coast of Virginia for the protection 
of the trade till 20 July. There [are] several of the enemy privateers out, and
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no ship but the Fowey (at Virginia) between [here] and South Carolina. This 
can be no disappointment to the other service, because if there should be 
any necessity for our going to Louisbourg before the Chester's return 
(which is not at all probable) we can go there in the Massachusetts.

Another opportunity for England, Mr. Shirley tells me, will offer in a few 
days, when I hope I shall be able to write in conjunction with him fully to 
you and his grace the Duke of Newcastle. 1 I have at present nothing more 
than the substance of this letter to trouble his grace with, and am extremely 
hurried. I beg that you will be pleased to transmit him any extracts that 
you shall think necessary from it.

In obedience to their lordships' commands [No. 195], directing me to 
contract for building two ships of war of 44 and two of 24 guns in the 
colonies, I propose to bespeak the timber immediately. As this colony and 
that of New Hampshire have had the greatest share of any in the reduction 
of Louisbourg, I intend to build one of the 44 gun ships in each of those 
places, one of 24 [guns] at Connecticut and the other at New York. As 1 
find I shall be fully employed upon other services, their lordships may de 
pend I will leave directions with people of the best credit and judgement to 
see their lordships' orders faithfully put in execution. I am of opinion that 
when the keels of the ships shall be laid, it will be very proper to appoint 
carpenters to them to oversee that the materials are good and the work well 
done.

My next shall carry you an account what stores will be necessary from 
England for those ships. As it is presumed they will go home under convoy, 
I submit whether they might not be laden with naval stores for his Majesty. 
In that case an upper tier of guns would do for the 44 gun ships and a few 
guns for the 24. The builder is of opinion he could build the 24 gun ships 
strong enough for 12 pounders, if their lordships approve of it.

I hope to set out in a few days for Piscataqua to encourage the levies and 
bespeak timber for a 44 gun ship, where I shall not stay above two days. 
Then I shall return hither in order to proceed immediately to Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, and Pennsylvania. 2 [The latter] I apprehend will be 
as far as my time will admit, especially if Gen. St. Clair should arrive so 
soon as may be expected.

By my return to this place, the builders will be able to lay all their 
proposals before me in order to ratify their several contracts, in drawing up 
which I shall employ a good lawyer.

I apprehend arms for the troops raised in the colonies will be greatly 
wanted. The ship's waiting obliges me to conclude abruptly.

1 No such joint letter was sent.
2 He never made the trip.
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241. Shir ley and Warren to Townsend and Knowles
Boston, 26 June 1746

GENTLEMEN, We take the first occasion after Adm. Warren's arrival here 
the 24th instant to acquaint you of the progress which has been made and is 
still pursuing in the several colonies directed to levy men for the intended ex 
pedition against Canada. The whole number that those regiments have 
voted from whom Gov. Shirley has had answers to his solicitations on that 
head, you will observe by the enclosed, amounts to [ I. 1 How many they 
have yet raised of that number it is impossible for us at present to say, but 
will inform you from time to time as we can hear from them.

We are apprehensive the short notice given to the colonies to raise men 
and make the necessary preparations for an expedition of such importance 
will make it late before a number sufficient can meet at Louisbourg, the in 
tended rendezvous. We are therefore of opinion that it will contribute 
greatly to the good of his Majesty's service and the more speedy execution 
of the king's instructions if Lieut. Gen. St. Clair would, upon his arrival at 
Louisbourg, be pleased to come as soon as possible to this place to concert 
measures with us.

[Until] the whole number are raised that shall be thought sufficient, upon 
mature consideration, to act in this enterprise in conjunction with the troops 
from England, Mr. Shirley's absence from hence cannot be dispensed with. 
It will be very advisable that Mr. Warren should in the meantime, till Gen. 
St. Glair's arrival here, be employed in soliciting and hastening the levies in 
the western colonies.

We apprehend the next officer to the general may keep the troops in a 
constant readiness to proceed upon the intended expedition as soon as all 
the American forces shall arrive at Louisbourg. Adm. Townsend will be 
pleased to hold the squadron ready. Mr. Warren will give directions that 
fresh stock be sent from hence for the refreshment of Gen. St. Glair's troops 
so soon as we shall hear of their arrival.

Mr. Warren is going to send the Chester to cruise till 20 July about the 
coast of Virginia for the protection of the trade, it being reported that 
several of the enemy's privateers have lately infested the southern and 
western colonies. We beg leave to recommend in the strongest manner keep 
ing a proper number of his Majesty's ships constantly cruising in the entrance 
of the river St. Lawrence to prevent any succours or stores getting to 
Canada. The success of his Majesty's arms in the intended expedition will in 
a great measure, if not entirely, depend upon the enemy's being distressed in 
those points.

1 Left blank.
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The captains of our cruisers will do well to secure what pilots they can 
and make themselves masters of navigation as high up the river as possible, 
especially to the first place of anchoring. It will be proper from time to time 
to send us a return of the troops in the garrison that we may judge what 
men can be spared from thence.

The fireship will be dispatched. We will recommend the greatest diligence 
to Messrs. Apthorp and Sparhawk for their speedily furnishing you with all 
materials you have work for, for the service of the garrison at Louisbourg. 
We beg leave to assure you we shall exert ourselves as much as possible in 
the execution of his Majesty's and your commands. Nothing more occurs at 
present.

P.S. We pray that you will be pleased to communicate this to Gen. St. Clair 
immediately upon his arrival, of which you will inform us by express, and 
whether he designs to come here or not.

242. Warren to Richard Tyrrell
Boston, 27 June 1746

DEAR DICK, I received several letters 1 from you by Mr. Townsend's 
squadron. He brought Mr. [Warren] Johnson to me, for whom I propose a 
lieutenant's commission in the army, as he is, I think rather too old to go to 
sea and has no inclination to it. I am very glad to hear of your success. The 
part of the produce of it that you intend to give away will, you may depend, 
be well laid out and restored to you tenfold. One Mr. Swan tells me that 
since the [Spanish] register ship, you have taken another that was of equal 
force with you and gave you some trouble, and that afterwards you had a 
smart brush with some privateers. I hope God will preserve you to be an 
ornament to your country and a reputation to your friends. By gallantry and 
virtuous actions you will add to the acquisitions of honour and fortune you 
have already made.

Pray write to me as often and fully as you can, either to Boston, to the 
care of Mr. [Charles] Apthorp; New York, Mr. Oliver DeLancey and Mr. 
Alien; New Hampshire, Gov. [Benning] Wentworth; New London, Mr. 
Stuart; Rhode Island, Capt. [Godfrey] Malbone. By any of these [your 
letters] will be forwarded.

I have now by me a commission signed by myself for your commanding 
the Launceston from the date of my order of 26 Dec. 1743, and herewith 
send it you; if it should miscarry, I will send another. I have written to the 
Admiralty for your being confirmed, and make no doubt but you will. [This]

1 None located.
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I am informed will put an end to the dispute between me and Herbert about 
my right to a share in his rich prize, but of this you will say nothing.

You will have heard ere now that at my own request, I am superseded in 
the government of Louisbourg by Mr. Knowles. [He] has made great sub 
missions for his former behaviour, so that we parted upon good terms. I am 
ordered upon another service of great importance of which you will very 
likely hear from other hands. [It is] not proper for me at present to commit 
to paper more [than] that I apprehend it will be rather too late before it 
can be carried into execution.

Mrs. Warren is now with me, and, you may imagine, very uneasy at my 
being named for this command. Indeed my health is so much impaired by a 
scorbutic disorder that I could have wished to [have] had some respite 
ashore to recover it, which was the occasion of my resigning the govern 
ment of Louisbourg. If you can send [to me at] New York, recommended to 
the care of Mr. Oliver DeLancey, some very good old rum and Barbados 
spirits after it has been long tumbled in your ship to ripen, you will oblige 
[me].

P.S. Pray make my compliments to my worthy friend Mr. Lee. I answered 
his obliging favour by Mr. Townsend, and am told I am greatly indebted to 
his friendship for the notice he took of our success at Louisbourg. 
Remember me to all friends, Mr. Dunbar Lesley ... in particular.

243. Shirley and Warren to Townsend and Knowles
Boston, 28 June 1746

GENTLEMEN, We shall be obliged to you if on Gen. St. Glair's arrival you 
will favour us with an exact account of the train of artillery, provisions and 
other stores that he brings for the intended expedition, that we may be better 
able to judge what will be necessary for us to procure in the colonies.

244. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 1 July 1746

SIR, I have the honour of your favour of 12 June [No. 236], and will, 
agreeable to your directions, give the captain of the Bien Aime orders to 
carry down to Louisbourg some masts and spars proper for ships of 40 to 
60 guns inclusive. I should be glad to know whether you think it would be 
best that the ship should load for Jamaica, take what stores you want out
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(which may be kept uppermost) and then proceed to Jamaica to prevent any 
disappointment to the squadron there. In this case they will not go full 
laden.

The masts for the Dover I hope are with you by this time. It will be of the 
greatest consequence to keep a good many ships cruising in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, to intercept the enemy's ships who will certainly attempt to 
supply Canada. I hope the captains will endeavour to secure pilots, and to 
make themselves masters of the navigation as high up the river as possible, 
which will be the only certain means of taking everything going up or down.

I think by the accounts we have it may be depended upon that the rebels 
are entirely routed, the Pretender's son taken, the Duke of Perth killed, and 
many of the best distinction, with a number of the rabble, made prisoners.

The colonies go on not so fast as I could wish with their levies. I am 
afraid we shall make it late before we get to Louisbourg with them. You will 
see by the enclosed extract that it is to be feared a ship of war is got to 
Quebec. Bradstreet, who knows best how to secure all the pilots among the 
French, should be desired to do [so] immediately. I beg you will make my 
compliments to Mr. Knowles. I am extremely hurried, but will answer his 
favour tomorrow.

P.S. It is said that Gen. St. Clair is sailed from England with 12 sail of the 
line. 1

245. Warren to Knowles
Boston, 1 July 1746

DEAR SIR, I am favoured with yours of 12 June,2 and must refer you to Mr. 
Townsend for the news we have here. A sloop is arrived [for] you from 
New London with some provisions that I ordered. You will be so good to 
speak to Mr. Townsend (as I forgot it in mine) that he may order I them J in 
store for the squadron. I thank you for letting. Shaw come; he may be 
useful.

The levies go on not quite so fast as I could wish. It will be of the greatest 
consequence to intercept the trade from France to Canada and to procure 
pilots. I hope the admiral will order the cruisers as high up the river St. 
Lawrence as possible that the captains may make themselves masters of 
[its] navigation, especially to the first place of anchoring. The reduction of 
Canada may depend upon this. My compliments to the mess, in which Mrs. 
Warren joins me.

1 The expedition had earlier been cancelled for the first time. See Corbett to Adm. Steuart 
(c-in-c Portsmouth), 27 June 1746, PRO, ADM/2/498, p. 421.

2 Not located.
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246. Townsend to Warren
Kingston, Louisbourg harbour, 6 July 1746

SIR, Adm. Martin [has] dispatched a ship from his squadron off Brest 
which arrived here the 5th instant. 1 [He sends] certain advice that a strong 
squadron of the enemy's men of war, frigates and fireships with transports 
(on board which are a great number of troops) actually sailed from Brest 
[about] 22 May, designed for Great Britain, Ireland or Louisbourg. I 
herewith send you enclosed a copy of his letter to me for your information. 
That you [might] have the account as soon as possible, I have thought 
proper to [send] Capt. Colby of the Albany sloop with this intelligence. 2

As I may reasonably expect this may find you at Boston, I pray you will 
communicate to the several governors the advice I herewith send you, that 
they may make proper use of it for his Majesty's service. As I may 
reasonably expect to hear of the enemy's further proceedings, I desire you 
will so soon as convenient send back the sloop, that I may have a vessel 
ready against any future occasion.... I have no other to dispatch to you 
but what I have employed on service.

I wrote you in a former letter that it would be proper to have a store of 
masts and yards lodged here for the use of his Majesty's ships. As the Bien 
Aime storeship is now at Piscataqua, it would be a convenient opportunity. I 
should be glad to know if you have given the captain directions to repair 
here with stores of that kind; if not, no time should be lost in dispatching 
him to this place.

247. Warren and Shirley to Townsend
Boston, 8 July 1746

SIR, The intelligence you have received in Mr. Corbett's letter of 11 Apr. by 
the Hind3 (a copy of which has been transmitted to Mr. Warren and com 
municated by him to Gov. Shirley) informs you of the naval and land arma 
ment preparing at Brest. We are very uneasy lest your apprehensions that 
this equipment of the enemy's being intended against Louisbourg (which we 
rather think destined to introduce succours into Canada, if at all into these 
seas) should induce you so to dispose your squadron as to leave the river St. 
Lawrence unguarded at this critical juncture.

1 Maidstone's Prize. In fact the squadron did not sail from France (lie d'Aix) until 11 
June, delayed by the same winds which kept St. Glair's force off St. Helen's.

2 The Albany was taken by the French off Chebucto. See No. 264 below.
3 PRO, ADM/2/496, pp. 494-5. The Hind foundered off Louisbourg in Aug. 1747 on her 

passage from Baie Verte with the loss of all hands.
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We therefore beg leave to recommend it to you and give it as our opinion 
that such a number of ships as you can spare should be kept in the river St. 
Lawrence as high up as possible, not only to intercept every vessel going to 
Quebec (which is of the greatest consequence) but to make ourselves 
masters of the navigation of that river this summer.

For [this] end we hope you have found some pilots at Louisbourg and in 
your prizes. You could alarm [Quebec] and Montreal, and by that means 
prevent the enemy's sending any force to raise the siege of the fort at Crown 
Point. [This] we believe is determined and will soon be attempted by forces 
already raised and to be raised in the... colonies of New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia.

We conceive the ships of war that shall arrive from England with Gen. St. 
Clair cannot be better employed than on the service of cruising in the river 
St. Lawrence, relieving such of his Majesty's ships as you shall think proper 
to keep there till the arrival of those ships from Europe. When the levies 
from the colonies shall arrive at the rendezvous of Louisbourg (if [it isj 
possible to [be done this] season) they will be under no disadvantage by 
several of the men of war being in the river before them. There will be ships 
enough to convoy them and the regular troops till they meet.

We are further of opinion that whatever prizes may fall into your hands 
with necessaries for life or war should be appropriated to the service of the 
expedition on foot, by which the captors can be no losers. We submit the 
whole to your consideration.

248. Shirley and Warren to Clinton and the Council
Boston, 9 July 1746

GENTLEMEN, This waits upon you by Col. [Jacob] Wendell, one of the three 
commissioners appointed from the province of Massachusetts to meet at the 
general congress to be held at Albany for better securing the Five Nations 
of the Iroquois Indians in their fidelity to his Majesty, and to engage them if 
possible to act in conjunction with us against the French and their Indians. 
We hope the success of your negotiations will be equal to [their] impor 
tance.

We are impatient, as the season advances very fast, for the arrival of 
Gen. St. Clair at Louisbourg. If by any unforeseen accident he should not 
come this year, or too late to attempt the navigation of the river St. 
Lawrence, we hope a good use will be made of the forces raised in the 
several colonies by employing them for the reduction of Crown Point.... 
The frontiers of the five most eastern governments have already suffered
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very much, and the others adjacent may expect the same unhappy fate if 
that fortress is suffered to continue in the enemy's possession. In our [hands] 
the fort will not only greatly prevent their ravages upon all our out- 
settlements, but will also make a good magazine for stores, arms and pro 
visions, if the enterprise now on foot should by any disappointment be 
postponed till next spring.

[We] have recommended in the strongest form to Adm. Townsend to 
employ a squadron of his Majesty's ships as high up the river St. Lawrence 
as possible, to intercept all succours going to Quebec and to make our of 
ficers masters of the navigation of that river. We presume such squadron 
will alarm the city of Quebec so much> and even Montreal, as to divert them 
from sending any force to the relief of Crown Point, should it be attacked 
by our forces.

249. Knowles to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 9 July 1746

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, Though my public letter 1 will inform your 
grace of the general state of this place, yet I cannot help trespassing upon 
your grace's time by a more particular description of it in this manner. 1 
conceive the first accounts your grace received of its strength and impor 
tance were written at a time while success warmed the breast (and then zeal 
is apt to run into enthusiasm). I have considered it in every shape in con 
junction with all the commanding officers here and the engineer, and 
abstractly by myself. Could I ever prevail upon myself even to think it will 
answer the expense that must be laid out upon it (if we keep it), I would not 
presume to have given your grace the trouble of this.

[That] the fortifications are badly designed and worse executed I have 
already informed your grace. It may be said these are things that may be 
remedied. To which I answer not! For unless the climate could be changed 
it is impossible to make works durable. The frosts begin to cease towards 
the middle of May and are succeeded by fogs. These last till the end of July 
or beginning of August, with the intermission perhaps of one or two fair 
days in a fortnight. Towards the close of September or early in October the 
frosts set in again, and they continue with frequent snow till May or often 
the beginning of June. So that allowing the fortifications to be repaired with 
the best of materials and in the most workmanlike manner, your grace will 
observe, they have scarce two months in the year for the cement to dry in. 
[This] is impossible for it to do. Therefore it is certain, after the nation has 
been at the expense of perhaps more than £1 million, we should have to go

1 See Knowles to Corbett, 5 July 1746, PRO, ADM/1/2007.
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on again with repairing where we had begun at first. As it will take 
upwards of twenty years to do it in, consequently the works [will] be rotten 
and tumbling down before that time, as they are now.

The next thing I beg leave to observe to your grace is the impossibility, as 
well as the impracticability, of making it the general rendezvous for all the 
West India and American trade to resort to, in order to be convoyed home: 
1st. The West India trade (their first fleet) generally sail the end of May or 
early in June. By the time they could reach the length of this place, it is the 
height of the foggy season. They may be off the port a fortnight or three 
weeks and not have an opportunity of getting in. All this time they are ex 
posed to the dangers of winds, rocks and sands, against which no merchant 
will hazard his goods in foggy weather nor the prudent mariner his ships. 
The consequence would be [that] every year one-half of the fleet would be 
lost. There has been no less than three sail of small vessels, who are used to 
venture close in shore, lost this month.
2ndly. The second West India fleet generally sails about the beginning of 
October, as does the Carolina, Virginia and most of the northern colonies' 
trade. At this season of the year the west and NW winds set in so strongly 
that no ship can lay hold of the coast. From October to April (if not May) 
the sea is [so] covered with islands of ice that nothing can approach this 
place.

The careening of all American-stationed ships is another proposal which 
may be answered in very few words. There is but six weeks in the year that 
it can be done here.... If ships stay till late in the year they may be stopped 
by the ice and chance to winter here. So that I leave your grace to judge the 
number of ships that may be cleaned in six weeks, where there is but one 
careening place (and that very bad), and each ship to clean after one 
another. Nor are we sure of keeping our seamen. Experience shows us the 
contrary, for the New England sloops that come here with rum secretly 
carry them away....

Next we are the masters of the whole cod fishery in the world. A very 
good thing, if the world would let us quietly.... The cod fish [here] are 
neither so plenty, so large, or so well-fed, as the fish upon the banks of New 
foundland and the neighbouring places. The reason is obvious. This island is 
all rocky and the other places sandy, where the best fish are generally 
caught. Add to this the number of days vessels may be off this port in a fog 
with their fish aboard, before they can meet with a fair one to see their way 
in, which is a great loss of time, as well as often spoiling their fish. Had this 
been a good and convenient place for fishing, your grace will incline to think 
(as well as myself) that the New England people, who were so exceedingly 
fond of it and who have had such vast promises and encouragement made
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them by both Mr. Warren and myself, should have flocked here in numbers 
to have followed that advantageous trade. I rather believe your grace will be 
surprised, when I tell you that there are but two fishermen settled here yet, 
and those through restraint rather than choice (I having obliged them to 
desist from selling rum).

As to the islands ever being planted by settlers..., it is impossible it 
should. For it is but here and there in the compass of many leagues that an 
acre of tolerable ground is to be found. The rest is either a barren, stony 
rock or swamps, morasses and lakes.

Your grace is sensible the French poor are much more industrious than 
the English, and used to live much harder. [YetJ even these complained of 
the barrenness of the country, and many rejoiced when it was taken. Nor 
can I ever believe the New England people will be brought to come here, but 
for their present gains. For every one I found here, from the general 
[Pepperrell] down to the corporals, were sellers of rum. Such a quantity of it 
had been introduced that, had not I put a stop to it, the king's troops must 
soon have followed their fate of last year. Though I deprived all the settlers 
of their licenses and secured 64,000 gallons of rum in the citadel casemates, 
yet for some weeks there were seldom less than a thousand men drunk a 
day.

The confused, dirty, beastly condition [in which] I found this place is not 
to be expressed.... These New England folks were so lazy that they not 
only pulled down an end of the house in which they lived to [use as fuel], 
but even buried their dead under the floors and did their filth in the other 
corners of the house, rather than go out of doors in the cold. They were of 
so obstinate and licentious a disposition that, not being properly under 
military discipline, there was no keeping them in any order. As much as I re 
joice at getting rid of them, so do I pity Mr. Warren, who was obliged to be 
so long amongst them before he was invested with his authority as governor. 
He began with the regulation about rum; but had not time to put it into ex 
ecution, which I am doing, and have the pleasure to tell your grace the good 
effects are visible already.

The fur trade and bringing all the Indians into our interest is another 
benefit that is to arise from this important conquest, with many more great 
and national advantages (full as chimerical). Your grace, who knows the 
constitution of the people of England, is best sensible how patiently they 
would wait two centuries (as the French have done) to accomplish such a 
scheme!

What a nine days' wonder every new thing is with them! Give me leave to 
assure your grace, nothing ever was more so than this place. I doubt not of 
its being difficult to make many believe so. Indeed the French court was
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almost as much deceived in regard to its strength, which, I apprehend, they 
have concluded from the vast sums of money said to have been laid out 
upon the fortifications. Nothing is more certain than that one half (at least) 
must have been made private property on. What views may be pointing that 
way at present (should things go on here) your grace can discern better than 
me; but without such, I am confident no honest man can contradict what I 
have said. I know of no way of getting money, besides my pay, but from the 
enemy. Therefore no lucrative views shall ever make me say or do a thing 
which I know must prejudice my country. As I am sensible of the exigence 
of the state for money in this time of war, so am I sure the expenses of this 
garrison cannot be supported out of the annual supplies, without a par 
ticular grant by Parliament. [I] therefore will not proceed to do anything but 
lodging the officers and men, patching up the breach and laying in some 
fuel till I receive your grace's particular and positive instructions what to do, 
which shall always be my guide.

Now I have mentioned [fuel], I cannot but think your grace must look 
upon that article as a most immoderate expense (£6,000 a year), as I 
apprehend you must many others, which I confess frighten me to think of. 
All I can promise your grace is [that] I will pursue every method I can think 
of to retrench them. I hope your grace will approve of what I have done in 
regard to granting the inhabitants of the lie St. Jean liberty to remain there 
sometime longer, as that is a saving of at least £6,000. The poor wretches 
[are] capable of doing [neither] harm [n]or good! Your grace will observe I 
did it by the advice of a council of war of the admiral and field officers. 1 I 
beg to assure you I shall consult them upon everything that may conduce to 
the good of his Majesty's service, and particularly my good friend Col. 
Hopson, who[m] your grace knows to be an experienced officer.

250. Warren to Bakers
Boston, 10 July 1746

GENTLEMEN, Soon after my arrival here to concert measures with Gov. 
Shirley, I received your favour of 10 Apr. by the Hind [No. 206]. You in 
form me of your having laid out several sums, part of a balance in my 
favour remaining in your hands, in 3 percent annuities. I desired you would 
do me the favour to let me know how much I have in every fund, dis 
tinguishing the different funds and the interest arising therefrom, that I may 
know what sum of money I have under your care.

1 7 June 1746, PRO, ADM/1/480. Warren had left Louisbourg the day before.
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I had reason to hope that you would have invested my share of the 
money taken in the South Sea ship in some fund for my advantage as soon 
as it came to your hands. There can be no dispute about my right, whatever 
others there may be with the rest of the captors. I have received a letter 
from Mr. Christopher] Kilby, informing me of his having received some 
money on account of my salary as governor of Cape Breton, and have 
desired him to pay it over to you [No. 239]. Mr. Knowles informs me I shall 
recover my eighth of Capt. Herbert's prize, which is lodged in Mr. Lascelles' 
hands.

You may be assured I should be extremely glad to serve you in the affair 
of your contract, but you must know (as I have resigned the government of 
Louisbourg) that matter is quite out of my power. Mr. Oliver DeLancey set 
out for New York to manage your affairs [on 25 June]. You will see by the 
bills transmitted to you that I have left all the cash I could spare with your 
agent [Peter Bennet] at Louisbourg.

I wrote you to solicit for the government of New Jersey for me as an in 
troduction to that of New York, when it shall be agreeable to Mr. Clinton to 
resign it. If this cannot be procured, I could wish my friends would get me 
ordered home for the recovery of my health, which is very much impaired. 
Therefore I cannot help thinking it a little severe to put me upon a harder 
service than before, after giving me leave to resign the government of 
Louisbourg, which I did merely for the benefit of health.

Fones is just arrived here, and brings us the agreeable account of his 
royal highness' success [at Culloden] against the rebels. I hope the govern 
ment will hang every chief among them that can write or read, and send the 
rest to be dispersed through the American colonies!

You will hear at home how I am to be disposed of. God grant the scheme 
on foot may not be entered upon too late to give a prospect of success! My 
endeavours shall not be wanting, and I assure you I have no other apprehen 
sion of a miscarriage but the lateness of the season. You will say nothing of 
this; but if you can find out who projected the execution of this scheme this 
year, you will oblige me.

P.S. You can, by this time, inform me how our East India ships are like to 
turn out. Pray invest my share of them as soon as possible, as you and Mr. 
Norris shall judge most for my advantage. Have you heard anything from 
Mr. Whitney about the purchase of that part of Warrenstown sold by my 
brother, and a farm called Moor Town? I wish he may secure these, if [they 
are] to be sold. You will be so good as to find out. Pay to Messrs. Whitaker 
and Hannington, merchants in London, £710 for account of Messrs. 
Gydney Clark and Thomas Walcott of Barbados, merchants, for a cargo of 
rum sent me [at] Louisbourg, and place it to my account [No. 223].
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251. Townsend and Knowles to Warren and Shirley
Louisbourg, 13 July 1746

GENTLEMEN, We have the honour of your favour of 26 June [No. 241J. 
[We] thank you for the compliment you are pleased to pay us in letting us 
know how the levies for the expedition go on, [for] which we wish all im 
aginable success. [We] shall show Gen. St. Clair your letters upon his 
arrival for his proceeding to join you, or sending you such matters as he 
[may] have to communicate.

Adm. Townsend always intended to forward an express to you im 
mediately upon the forces' arrival. [He] has sent such ships cruising as he 
can with safety spare from hence, by the nature of the intelligence he has 
received of the enemy's motions. [He] will recommend it to the several cap 
tains of the squadron here to look out for pilots, and to promise them all 
suitable encouragement. He has kept the ships here in constant readiness for 
proceeding on the designed service ever since he had notice of the intended 
expedition.

Mr. Knowles sends you enclosed the strength of the two regiments 
destined to go with you, and the three companies of Frampton's. He thinks 
the garrison will be very weak [after sending them].

We are hard at work, doing everything that is proper for the present 
defence of the place. [We] beg to assure you we shall both, in our [in 
dividual] stations, contribute everything in our powers to forward his 
Majety's service and promote the good of the present expedition.

252. Warren to Clinton
Boston, 14 July 1746

DEAR SIR, I am favoured with your excellency's of the 1st instant 1 by Capt. 
Jacobs, informing me that you have not received the second, third or fourth 
bills for the £235 7s 4d. I cannot imagine what has become of them, but 
have written to Louisbourg to know. I flattered myself with the hopes of a 
letter from you last post, in answer to my last. I presume your hurry oc 
casioned my disappointment.

I congratulate you upon the entire destruction of the rebels, (which I find 
your excellency had an account of as soon as we) and of Gen. St. Clair 
being ready to sail in a short time after the ship that brought this good news. 
I am sorry to see the levies and preparations for the grand expedition going 
on so heavily, as the season advances very fast. I expect the Chester the

1 Not located.
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20th, after which I do not know how soon I may depart for Louisbourg to 
make the necessary preparations as far as I am concerned in the intended 
enterprise. I have [its success] extremely at heart. I beg my compliments to 
your family, and your excuse for this inaccurate scrawl in a hurry.

253. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 15 July 1746

SIR, Herewith I send you a copy of Mr. Corbett's letter of 11 Apr. last iNo. 
207]. [He] informs me that their lordships of the Admiralty approve of a 
proper vessel being employed for the service of the garrison of Annapolis 
&c., to which I refer. I am of opinion the Albany brig, Capt. Colby, would 
do better for that service than any hired vessel you can procure, but submit 
this to you, as directed by the postscript of said letter.

I am sorry to hear that the French at lie St. Jean are like to disappoint 
you, and that they have hidden in the woods, or perhaps are gone to Minas. 
Between [that] place and Annapolis, Mr. Mascarene writes Gov. Shirley, the 
communication has been for some time and is still stopped. From [this] he 
apprehends some mischief to his garrison or somewhere else may be 
hatching up the bay. He says he sent you an express on the occasion.

We have an account of the entire defeat of the rebels, upon which I con 
gratulate you. Antwerp is surrendered to the French without the least op 
position. The king of Prussia has 100,000 men ready to act, but it is not cer 
tain what side he will take. Most people think he intends to act against any 
power that will not agree to his plan for a general peace.

It is not certain whether the Brest squadron are sailed or not. Some prints 
mention their being seen going into St. George's Channel. From the great 
number of small vessels in that naval equipment, it is thought they are not 
intended for any foreign invasion. Letters from the West Indies say 100 sail 
of merchant ships with six men of war of the line are arrived at Martinique, 
many of them bound to Hispaniola. [They] are, I presume, their sugar 
trade.

Gen. St. Clair was not sailed [on] 16 May; surely we shall be very late. I 
expect the Chester the 20th. The transports from the different colonies will 
assemble at Nantasket Beach, but I fear not this great while, to take the 
benefit of convoy and go in a body to the rendezvous of Louisbourg. The 
Hind is now clean, and I believe when the Chester arrives I shall send Capt. 
Innis to you. We are told Spry's [Spanish] friend has been lately on the 
coast of Virginia. 1 God send Spry to meet and bring him here!

1 Havana privateer, Galga (30 guns), Spry to Corbett, 23 June 1745, PRO, ADM/1/2461.
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I have been looking out for pilots for the river St. Lawrence, but as yet 
have found none, so that out dependence must be on such as you can get at 
Louisbourg. Col. Bradstreet knows and can find out any that may be there. 
Baptiste Dion I believe is a good one, and I hope may be depended upon. I 
flatter myself that some of your squadron, employed to intercept the suc 
cours and trade going to Canada, will at the same time that they distress the 
enemy, make themselves masters of the navigation a great way up the river 
St. Lawrence. [This is an] essential point to the success of the intended ex 
pedition, whether it can be undertaken this year or not till the next.

I have directed Mr. Apthorp to send to your order a number of live cattle, 
pursuant to Mr. Corbett's directions, for the refreshment of Gen. St. Clair's 
troops when they arrive. If he should not come they will, I presume, be very 
necessary for the squadron.

I hope you, Mr. Knowles and all our old friends (to whom I pray my 
regards) have been and are as happy as your situation can admit. I am sure 
mine allows me very little here. I have not since my arrival been out of this 
town, nor once on horseback, though my disposition greatly requires my 
using exercise to get the better of a scorbutic disorder acquired by a strict 
application and attention to business in a long series of sea service.

254. Clinton to Warren
New York [mid-July], 1746

DEAR SIR, [Your favour] of 2[4] June [No. 237] I received last Tuesday by 
Mr. Oliver DeLancey. I am very glad to find you have thought of coming 
here, for we shall be better able to treat about our affairs than by letter. As 
the time of your coming is uncertain, I would not lose the first opportunity 
of answering your letter.

You are pleased to say you will give £3,000, but as you have omitted the 
word 'sterling' I cannot resolve that point till I hear from you. Not that 1 
doubt but that your intention is 'sterling', but to avoid mistakes it is better to 
explain everything before. It must be worth that if [ I 1 could give £2,000 
sterling for his. As to the third of the [governor's income during] both Mrs. 
Clinton's and my lives and your holding it... one cannot well tell what that 
may be. As near as I can calculate, the third would amount to about £800 a 
year currency, and, should a peace come, a great deal more. War or peace, 
there is the chance of vacancy in the companies, which is no bad thing.

To prevent all difficulty that might happen, I had rather have the £3,000
1 Name illegible.
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sterling or £400 a year during Mrs. Clinton's and my lives and your holding 
the government. I do assure you, dear sir, I had an offer from the lieutenant 
governor, George Clarke, before I left England to allow me £500 a year and 
the clothing, [and] I was led to believe the government was above £4,000 a 
year. I question if it will not be more than that, should there be a peace. 

I hope matters are as good as settled between us, and as soon as I am 
favoured with your answer, shall write home for leave to return to England 
on my private affairs. Then I hope to be able to get you appointed in my 
[place]. This must be kept a great secret, for should it be known, there are 
people in England ready enough to attempt getting it. As to your having 
New Jersey, I make no doubt of it, if you accept it, and in all likelihood you 
may by that means get them both.

255. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 20 July 1746

DEAR SIR, You will herewith receive a joint letter from Gov. Shirley and 
myself, 1 repeating our former request to send ships up the river St. 
Lawrence, not only to interrupt any succours going to Canada, but to make 
pilots while the season will admit of it. There [are] very few, if any at all, to 
be found here. I think in friendship I ought (as I now do) to acquaint you 
that the people in general here murmur very much (as I am told) because 
they hear of no ships being up the river of Canada. It is given out that 
several vessels are passed to Quebec with stores. 2 All this comes by the 
vessels from Louisbourg.

As I hourly expect the Chester, I send you the Hind clean tallowed. You 
can employ her with some other small vessels and proper men to make 
pilots, under the countenance of such ships as you keep cruising in the 
entrance of the river. From [there] the small vessels may be detached as 
high up as possible, to be masters of the navigation. It will give great 
satisfaction, and be of infinite service should the intended expedition be even 
postponed by any disappointment till next spring.

If this should be the case, keeping cruisers in the river as late as they 
could with safety stay there and at an anchor where nothing could pass 
them will be of great consequence. I hope you will excuse this scrawl, and 
take it in the friendly manner [I intend.]

1 Not located.
2 In the summer of 1746 no less than 17 of 20 ships from France reached Quebec, three 

more arrived from Martinique, and three from Quebec safely reached Martinique. Informa 
tion from Professor James Pritchard.
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P.S. My compliments to Mr. Knowles and all friends with you. The people 
here think a squadron in the river St. Lawrence would favour the attack 
upon Crown Point, which I believe is resolved on, by alarming Quebec and 
preventing their sending any relief to that fortress. They also say it would 
make the French [with]draw their Indians from our frontiers, where they 
daily commit the most inhuman barbarities upon his Majesty's subjects.

256. James Glen to Warren
South Carolina, 23 July 1746

SIR, You are perfectly acquainted with every circumstance relating to this 
province. It is needless for me to enter into particular details of it, further 
than to say that the security of our trade and the safety of the colony is in a 
great measure dependent upon the protection of his Majesty's ships of war 
stationed here. The powerful squadrons at Cape Breton, the Leeward 
Islands and Jamaica may prevent the enemy's forming any design for the 
conquest of this country. Yet nothing but ships of force cruising upon our 
coast can deter privateers from watching for our trade, and even landing 
upon our coast. They have done [so] (alas, with impunity) within these few 
days, and carried off the people that were the guard at one of our lookouts.

Upon my arrival in this province, I found here Capt. Utting in a 40 gun 
ship, Capt. Hamar in a 20 gun ship, Capt. Hardy in another (who was 
relieved by the Tartar in which I came over) and Capt. Frankland, who was 
generally here, besides the Spy sloop, Capt. Newnham, and two galleys 
belonging to this province. To all this was soon added the Swallow sloop, 
Capt. Jelf. This force has been diminished by various accidents, and has for 
some time past consisted of no more than two 20 gun ships and one of our 
galleys.

Our exports from hence to Great Britain are considerable. Last year there 
were 600 hogsheads sent home. This year there will be above that quantity, 
which in London may be reckoned worth £70,000 or £75,000 each year. 
Though our rice turns out a trifle to our planters, yet does it bring great 
riches to our mother country. We either do or could send out 100,000 
barrels yearly, which at 16s a hundred will make it worth above £4 per 
barrel, which would be £400,000. With our pitch and turpentine, deerskins 
and other commodities, above £500,000 enters annually into Great Britain 
from this province, exclusive of our indigo (which I think I may safely af 
firm will prove as beneficial a branch of commerce as any other). Therefore 
I need not hesitate in affirming that Carolina is or may be soon one of the 
most valuable provinces belonging to the crown of England.
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For these reasons (as all this is well known to the lords of the Admiralty) I 
make no doubt but they have given orders for other ships to attend on the 
service of this province. [Until] such assistance arrives, I thought it my duty 
to represent to you the present situation of this frontier colony, having 
neither ship nor sloop. Therefore I desire you will send us such assistance as 
you can spare.

I wish your present expedition may end as gloriously for his Majesty, as 
beneficially for your country, and as honourably for yourself as your last 
did.

P.S. After your expedition is over, is there any part in his Majesty's 
dominions where 40, 50 or even 60 gun ships might winter so conveniently 
in as Port Royal, so healthful, so plentiful and, with regard to situation, so 
proper?

257. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 26 July 1746

SIR, I wrote you some time ago [No. 253] that the lords commissioners of 
the Admiralty had directed me to send to Louisbourg 100 cattle, for the use 
of the forces expected here under Lieut. Gen. St. Clair. In consequence of 
[this], Mr. Apthorp, by my order, has sent you down a considerable number 
of them. I am now advised that Messrs. Baker of London have contracted 
to furnish these cattle, for which they have written to their correspondents 
here. Therefore be pleased to deliver what you have already or may receive 
of such cattle to Mr. Peter Bennet, the contractor's agent at Louisbourg, 
who will be the proper person to deliver them to Gen. St. Clair upon his 
arrival there.

I have not had the pleasure to hear from you or Mr. Knowles (to whom 
my compliments) this great while. I find it impossible to get any number of 
pilots, if any at all, here. 1 Therefore our dependence must be on your cruis 
ing squadron, or on such other as can be procured by you. Surely they may 
be fit for this purpose that were taken by the Pembroke in the schooner 
bound to Quebec.

The season advances so fast, Mr. St. Clair not arrived, and the

1 In 1755 Shirley told James DeLancey: 'When the late Sir Peter Warren and myself were 
endeavouring to engage one Monsieur Vaudrerie [sic.] then at Boston, a very intelligent 
Frenchman as pilot to our forces up the river St. Lawrence ... he smiled and told us he 
should not be convinced that the English did in good earnest design an expedition against 
Canada from these colonies, until he should hear that [Crown Point] was attacked'. 24 Feb. 
1755, The Papers of Sir William Johnson (Albany: 1921), Vol. I, pp. 449-50.
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preparations in the colonies go on so slowly, that I fear it will make it too 
late to attempt the river St. Lawrence this year. However I will be ready to 
act as shall be thought advisable. I expect the Chester in every moment, her 
cruise being expired the 20th instant.

258. Warren to Knowles
Boston, 30 July 1746

DEAR SIR, I flatter myself you will be persuaded that my friendship for you 
is the only inducement that prompts me to be so free as to tell you what a 
noise your sending back a sloop laden with lumber for the garrison makes in 
this place. Though you are greatly above the reach of such people, it is in 
my opinion better to give them no room for complaints. However false or 
unjust they may be, it will hinder supplies being sent you.

You cannot conceive how much difficulty I had to get some vessels 
bound [to Louisbourg] to go after hearing that two men were pressed by the 
Rye. I have written to Mr. Townsend about that, as I believe it is a mistake 
in her captain. Mr. Apthorp has asked my opinion what he should do about 
the sloop, to prevent a lawsuit with the owners in which he would be in 
evitably cast, and the expense would fall on the crown or you. I assure you 
it is in regard to you I advised putting another master in the sloop and 
sending her back. I hope you will approve of it and be assured I mean it for 
your service.

Mr. Apthorp tells me he has cautioned every vessel not to carry any rum, 
as it is found so disruptive to the troops (with whom I dare say you have 
had your hands full to keep them sober, though happy in a good corps of 
officers). I told Mr. Apthorp that I thought he had best publish an advertise 
ment forbidding carrying rum, and encouraging every other necessary of 
life, as by your order. [This] I believe will be done in the next prints and I 
hope will meet your approbation. If I can serve you in any shape here or 
elsewhere, I beg you will command me.

Gen. St. Clair is so long coming that I fear it will be very late to attempt 
the navigation of St. Lawrence, and without good pilots. We have not [yet] 
found one English one, and but one or two French who, though they are 
thought to be such, deny it. The Chester is not yet arrived, at which I am 
very uneasy as Spry had my positive orders to be in by the 20th instant. It is 
not yet a disappointment, as the levies in the colonies are not [near] com 
plete, nor can I learn when they will [be]. My compliments to the admiral, 
Mr. [Hugh] Warburton, and the mess.
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259. Townsend to Warren
Pembroke, Louisbourg harbour, 4 Aug. 1746

SIR, I have received your letter of 1 July [No. 244], acquainting me you had 
given directions to the captain of the Bien Aime storeship to bring down to 
Louisbourg some masts and spars proper for ships of from 60 to 40 guns 
inclusive. Your desiring to know whether the ship should load for Jamaica 
will certainly be right and proper. On her discharging here what is 
necessary, I shall send her away immediately to [Antigua] and Jamaica. All 
kinds of stores to my certain knowledge [are] very much wanted at both 
places. Considering the date of your letter I am very much [afraid] she is 
not [reached] you.

I have also Mr. Shirley's and your joint letter of 8 July [No. 247] (with a 
duplicate of the same) recommending cruisers to be sent in the river St. 
Lawrence notwithstanding the account I transmitted you [No. 246], 
received from Adm. Martin. Agreeable to your request and sentiments, the 
captain of the Kinsale had orders of 8 June from me to cruise in the mouth 
of the river St. Lawrence. By his account transmitted to me, [he] was 30 
leagues up that river above Anticosti Island, cruised there a considerable 
time, and met with nothing but a [shallop] with three or four Frenchmen, 
who gave information of four or five frigates being in Gaspe Bay.

I detached the Vigilant, Norwich and Kinsale, according to that in 
telligence, to go in quest of [these ships]. But by a letter I received from 
Capt. Brett, who commands the said ships, (dated 3 Aug., 1 by Capt. 
Douglass' schooner) he acquaints me the information was false and 
groundless. As there was not water for the ships to go up, he sent the 
Vigilanfs boat with a discreet person to reconnoitre, but did not find 
anything in the said river. They met with nothing but a shallop in Chaleur 
Bay, which they took, with three Frenchmen on board.

[The Frenchmen] informed him there were certainly some armed vessels 
and shallops gone to Baie Verte or lie St. Jean with Indians in them. [This] in 
all likelihood is true, and were those who murdered our people at lie St. Jean, 
37 of whom are now missing. A good many of them we know are bar 
barously butchered, but we hope they were not so inhuman [as] to destroy 
them all. Capt. Brett, in his letter, further acquaints me he will come by way 
of lie St. Jean, and will destroy any vessels he may find there and in Baie 
Verte. The Frenchmen taken by the Kinsale and the ships I have lately sent 
shall be secured as pilots for you, according to your desire, as also those in 
the schooner taken by the Pembroke.

I have likewise your letter of 15 July [No. 253], signifying your
1 Not located.
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dependence on me for pilots, as [well as] Mr. Corbett's letter, with the lords 
commissioners of the Admiralty's approval of your taking into the service a 
tender of about 100 tons for the use of the garrison of Annapolis Royal, to 
carry intelligence between Louisbourg and that place. [They] further direct 
a small man of war to be employed in guarding the entry of the basin, and 
convoying stores and provisions to that garrison. The Dover continues still 
there. As I shall soon recall her and send the Shirley in her room, I desire 
you will immediately dispatch to me the Albany, [for] she [is] not of suf 
ficient force, especially at this juncture, as the Indians are in motion near 
Annapolis, according to the information I have received from Gov. 
Mascarene.

Your late letters treat of the same subjects and are in substance the same 
[as] your former, expecting that of 26 July [No. 257] regarding the cattle. 
I am glad you have set [that] right and put [it] into the hands of Mr. Bennet. 
[He] certainly is the proper person, being agent for Alderman Baker and 
employed in affairs of that kind for the army.

Now, sir, the season is far advanced, and Mr. St. Clair is not yet arrived, 
nor is it certain when he may. I think it high time to [give] notice to you that 
it will be proper to think of making some disposition of the ships under my 
command, by appointing a number sufficient to answer the service under 
the command of Commodore Knowles, [sending] those designed for the 
convoy to Newfoundland and the remainder to Great Britain.

The lords commissioners of the Admiralty have left it in your option to go 
home with me or to come home with the convoy of the trade from Virginia, 
[the] mast ships, &c., [or] to remain at New York. I desire you will as soon 
as possible let me know your intention that I may act accordingly when the 
season is over for action. I believe you will agree with me that the latter end 
of September will be high time to leave this place. Therefore I think it for his 
Majesty's service and the good of the trade that you should signify my in 
tention to the trade in general, as far as you are able. [They are] to repair to 
Louisbourg to the end [that] they may embrace the convoy designed for 
Great Britain.

I have taken into consideration the very great expense the government is 
at on account of the transports for embarking the troops designed for 
Quebec on [the] presumption of Mr. St. Glair's arrival. I should be glad of 
your opinion how much longer we may reasonably continue them on [the] 
account of the government.

I have sent the Hind to the river St. Lawrence with orders to the captain 
to proceed as far up as he might with safety to the sloop under his com 
mand, to make himself master of the navigation of that river. I have 
directed Capt. Brett of the Norwich to put a discreet midshipman from his
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ship and one from the Vigilant on board the Kinsale (who is going to join 
him) for the like purpose, as we have also done from the ships here.

I am very much obliged to you for your compliment in thinking it a long 
time since you heard from me. I do assure you it was no defect or neglect in 
me. If I had written you sooner, my letter would have been very imperfect, 
as the information from my cruisers was so very necessary for me to 
[know] in order to complete my letter and to give you all the intelligence I 
possibly could.

P.S. I desire you will communicate what you think necessary in this letter to 
Mr. Shirley, with my compliments. I hope the affair at Crown Point is 
attended with success.

260. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 8 Aug. 1746

SIR, Yesterday Capt. Spry arrived here from his cruise. [He] met nothing of 
moment but a snow from Biddeford. [Her] master informed him that on 27 
May, in the latitude 49° 7' north, and longitude of 25° 27' west from the 
Lizard, he saw 12 sail of large ships steering to the westward. He took 
[them] to be men of war. By Fame from Louisbourg (though I cannot say 
upon what foundation it is grounded) we have it that an express was sent to 
you from Adm. Martin to inform you of the Brest squadron's sailing to the 
westward. If you have received such information, it is likely the ships seen 
by the snow were Adm. Martin's squadron in pursuit of that from Brest. 
Had they been the Brest (or Gen. St. Glair's) they must have had a number 
of transports or merchant ships with them.

Capt. Spry has brought some supernumeraries from the Fowey for the 
Vigilant, whom I would send down if I had a good opportunity. I have given 
the captain of the Fowey orders to procure what men he can on his station 
at Virginia, as the only means by which I conceive you can keep your 
squadron manned. I have directed him, when he shall have procured above 
50 men more than his established complement, to proceed with them to 
Louisbourg, unless he shall find an opportunity to send them by any ship of 
war that he may meet with.... I hope you will approve of this method. If 
you should send any cruiser to Virginia, you may direct her captain to 
receive such men as Capt. Taylor shall have procured.

I am very sorry for the loss of men at lie St. Jean. Surely the French 
deserve the severest treatment. By all I can judge the season advances so 
much faster than our preparations for the intended expedition that I fear it 
cannot be with prudence attempted this year. In [that] case I think, with
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your leave, to go home with the plan from the colonies for the execution of 
it next spring, if approved by his Majesty.

This scheme and my conduct in general will depend so much upon the in 
structions I may receive by Gen. St. Clair, should he arrive, that it is not 
possible for me at present to determine what I shall do. If I should resolve, 
with your approbation, to go [to] England before you leave these seas, I 
hope you will allow me to clean the Chester at Louisbourg. There is no 
doing [so] here without the loss of all her men by desertion.

I send you three charts of the river St. Lawrence, which it is thought are 
pretty correct. A number of them are printed for the service of the ex 
pedition. My compliments to Mr. Knowles, Col. Warburton, and all friends.

P.S. I send you a letter 1 received by the Chester from Capt. Taylor of his 
Majesty's ship Fowey.

261. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 19 Aug. 1746

SIR, I am favoured with yours of the 4th instant [No. 259], and am very 
glad to find the Pembroke's Prize (that was so long missing) has been heard 
of, and that she did not fall into the enemy's hands. I perceive we are not 
likely to make any great addition to our fortunes this year by prizes. Mr. 
[Valentine] Neville will please to keep my share till I see him. I refer you to 
my public letter of this date.

262. Warren to Knowles
Boston, 19 Aug. 1746

DEAR SIR, I have the pleasure of yours, dated 7 Aug.,2 by the Hinchinbroke, 
and beg leave to assure you it gave me great pleasure. My impatience to 
hear from you is owing to the regard I have for you, which you shall not 
want proofs of when [it is] in my power to give you any.

I took the liberty not long since to write to you upon an affair that made 
some noise here [No. 258], which I hope you took in the friendly manner it 
was [written in]. I do not love to hear the least thing that may be prejudicial 
to you or your government, in which I look upon myself as doubly in 
terested, both as a friend to you, and as having (by way of introduction) 
been partly a means of having a sea officer there. I am persuaded they 
could have appointed no gentleman of the corps whose conduct will be

1 Not located.
2 Not located.
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better approved of. This, I hope, will be an inducement to the ministry to put 
sea officers into the governments of the colonies as they become vacant.

I am glad you have got the better of rum, as it will both contribute to the 
health of the troops and your own ease. I fear it will be difficult to get 
[silver] sufficient in the colonies for the supply of your garrison. I refer you 
to my public letter to Mr. Townsend, which will let you [know] my intention 
how to act under my present situation.

Sir William says he will send [John] Kinslagh's and [Samuel] Rhodes' 
commissions by the Hinchinbroke. My compliments with Mrs. Warren's 
(who has been very much out of order, but goes soon to New York) attend 
you and the mess. I am of the opinion you will be obliged to build 
blockhouses both at St. Peter's and the coal mines, for [fuel] is a most es 
sential article to your garrison. I wish you health and happiness.

263. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 19 Aug. 1746

SIR, I had yesterday the honour to receive yours of the 4th instant [No. 259] 
with a duplicate by the Hinchinbroke. I am sorry to find by it that the 
Bien Aime was not arrived. As Capt. Townley tells me he saw two ships 
going into Louisbourg the day he sailed, I am in hopes one of them was her. 
[I hope] you will dispatch her back in order to take in a load of masts, &c., 
pursuant to Adm. Davers' orders or otherwise as you may judge most for 
his Majesty's service.

You acknowledge the receipt of Gov. Shirley's and my joint letter of the 
8th [No. 247], recommending your sending cruisers into the river St. 
Lawrence for the reasons mentioned in our said letter, which we flattered 
ourselves you would think very material. We never received the intelligence 
[No. 246] you mention to have sent us from Adm. Martin; therefore [we] 
cannot say what effect it might have had with us.

I am very sorry for the loss of so many men at lie St. Jean. I make no 
doubt but you will resent the ill behaviour of the French upon that occasion. 
It is not improbable but that there are some designs forming against 
Louisbourg or Annapolis. I am apt to believe the latter in the greatest 
danger, because our last letters from Mr. Mascarene tell us the communica 
tion between him and Minas is still stopped. Some days ago I sent down the 
sloop Ordnance Packet, Giddings master, and suppose Mr. Mascarene will 
continue her as a tender to his garrison, as it meets [with] the approbation of 
the Admiralty.

I wrote at the same time to Capt. [Richard] Collins and advised him to 
clean his ship [Dover], if he could [do so] with convenience and dispatch. As
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it is impossible for Mr. Shirley to procure the money sent for by Mr. 
Knowles in a very short time, I have ordered the Hinchinbroke to clean 
here, (which [can be done] in five days). I hope you will approve of my 
doing so.

I am very glad you have sent people up the river St. Lawrence in order to 
make themselves masters of the navigation. Though it is thought now by 
everybody too late to make an attempt on Quebec by sea, those people may 
be very useful if it should be undertaken next year. I do not find it possible 
to get pilots for that river by any other means except that which you say 
you have already taken, by keeping such of the French as may fall into the 
hands of your cruisers.

You justly observe, sir, ... that it is necessary to think of making a dis 
position of the squadron under your command, pursuant to your orders 
from the Admiralty. By those to me from their lordships of 13. Mar. [No. 
195], you know, sir, it was left with me either to go home or stay in the 
colonies. By those of 7 and 9 Apr. [Nos. 204-5] from them and his grace 
the Duke of Newcastle, there is not any provision made for my conducting 
myself in case Mr. St. Clair should not arrive and the expedition against 
Canada not put into execution. Therefore if Mr. St. Clair does not come 
soon, it will be reasonable to believe the intended operations are at least 
postponed for this season. It is very probable the Admiralty will apprise us 
of this and send proper directions, which must [guide] our future conduct. If 
no such directions should come, I am of opinion that my going home in 
a single clean ship (with the plan from the colonies for the reduction of 
Canada next year to be laid before his Majesty for his approbation) will 
be of very great moment. I therefore propose sometime within this [next] ten 
or twelve days to sail from hence if possible. As I hope you will allow me 
the Chester, I shall carry tallow with me (as I told you in my last) in order to 
clean her at Louisbourg. I will then proceed without delay to England, if I 
receive no orders from home to alter my measures.

The colonies must be warned as soon as possible in order to be ready to 
give their assistance, if his Majesty should resolve upon the reduction of 
Canada next spring. In the meantime, the American forces (now raised and 
raising in the king's pay) will be employed in the reduction of the fort at 
Crown Point, in which God grant them success.

It is not possible for me to say when you should leave Louisbourg, 
though I think after September there can be no danger of any sea force 
molesting it. Our ships sailed last year for Newfoundland (where they 
stayed some time for the trade) about 8 or 9 Oct. I think. I will, as you 
desire, [notify] 1 the trade of the colonies that a convoy will sail from

1 For text of one such letter, see Warren to William Green, 19 Aug. 1745, Kimball, ed., 
The Correspondence of the Colonial Governors of Rhode Island 1723—1775, Vol. II, p. 3.
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Louisbourg for Great Britain about the latter end of September, of which 
they may take the benefit. It is better that they stay some days at 
Louisbourg, than have the convoy wait for them.

You desire to know my opinion about the transports that you have kept 
for transporting the troops to Quebec. I must own I think it would be a great 
saving to the government to discharge them, which I think you may do the 
latter end of this month, if Mr. St. Clair should not arrive by that time. 
Indeed as the two American regiments, to be left for the defence of 
Louisbourg, are not above half complete, it is doubtful whether (if the ex 
pedition took place) it would then be thought advisable to take either of the 
Gibraltar regiments, who [themselves] are not complete for the service of 
Louisbourg. Nor is it impossible that the people at home might prepare for 
their transportation to Quebec, as they could not be aware of the transports 
at Louisbourg. Upon the whole I think you may venture to discharge them.

I hope the Kinsale and Hind (who should have one or two small vessels 
with them) will go up very near Quebec. It will be a glorious thing to [train] 
good pilots and to stay in the river as late as possible to prevent any vessels 
getting there from France. Yet I fear that Kinsale and Hind will not be 
strong enough for that service.

I have communicated your letter to Gov. Shirley, who desires his com 
pliments to you. I shall be proud to receive your commands at all times....

264. Shirley and Warren to Townsend
Boston, 3 Sept. 1746

SIR, We enclose you a copy of Mr. Mascarene's letter and intelligence of the 
motions of the enemy at and about Minas and other parts of Nova Scotia. 1 
Mr. Mascarene tells us he has sent you [it], to which we refer. We beg leave 
to observe that if the garrison of Annapolis should fall into the enemy's 
hands, it will prove of fatal consequence to the colonies and be the best step 
the French can take to enable themselves to attack Louisbourg with vigour. 
By the reduction of the fort at Annapolis they would immediately add 
upwards of 5,000 fighting Nova Scotians2 to any other force they may be 
able to collect from Canada, besides the addition of a large body of Indians. 

It is pretty plain to us that the two ships which Mr. Warren informed you 
of (by the affidavit of some masters of vessels) to have been seen in

1 Not located.
2 This is an upward estimate for all able-bodied male Acadians either under British or 

French control. Information from Professor Naomi Griffiths.
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Chebucto were the French ships mentioned in Mr. Mascarene's enclosed 
letter. As he observes, it is probable they may not have landed so many men 
as it is said. Yet there seems to be no doubt that their going there must 
have been to carry on some scheme against Nova Scotia, by landing men or 
arms and stores to join the inhabitants. The French are well assured I they] 
only want an opportunity to revolt from us to them. Their late behaviour in 
may instances—stopping all correspondence and communication with our 
garrison there, detaining all Mr. Mascarene's messengers to them for in 
telligence of the enemy's designs—is a sufficient proof to us of their attach 
ment to the French interest.

Mr. Warren's presence is necessary in the colonies for some time longer 
to act in concert with Gov. Shirley, pursuant to his grace the Duke of 
Newcastle's commands. He has been prevailed with at this critical juncture 
to send the Chester to Annapolis, to give the garrison countenance and 
assistance, if necessary. [He] has (as it is a very convenient place to lay a 
ship ashore) directed Capt. Spry to clean the Chester there, and return to 
this place to him as soon as he shall have so done, to enable Mr. Warren to 
prosecute any orders he may in the meantime receive from England. We 
hope that before the Chester shall be ready to leave Annapolis, you will be 
pleased to order another ship there to remain as long as the season will 
admit, for the protection of that most important garrison. The Shirley 
frigate we conceive [is] too small for that service.

Gen. St. Clair [may] arrive so late that an attempt upon Quebec by sea 
shall be thought impracticable. We are of opinion that 500 of his troops 
cannot be better employed this ensuing winter than in the protection of the 
garrison of Annapolis. In the meantime, if three companies of Gen. Framp- 
ton's regiment could be spared from Louisbourg and sent to Annapolis, we 
apprehend it may [save] that garrison from falling into the enemy's hands. 
Gov. Shirley's and Sir William Pepperrell's regiments will be daily filling up 
from the colonies. We hope Mr. Knowles will spare those companies of 
Frampton's for the protection of Annapolis, upon which the safety of 
Louisbourg as well as of our colonies (especially the eastern ones) very 
much [depends]. If it is possible to spare any of the forces raised in the 
colonies from the expedition intended against Crown Point, Gov. Shirley will 
forthwith send a reinforcement to Mr. Mascarene from hence. The numbers 
raised in the several colonies [may] not put it into his power to do that. We 
are obliged to make this application to you and Mr. Knowles, and hope the 
importance of it will plead our excuse with you and his excellency.

It is the general opinion of the colonies engaged in the enterprise against 
Crown Point that as many ships as you can conveniently spare [should] be 
sent up the river St. Lawrence. [They should] continue there as late as the
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season will admit, to keep the French alarmed and by that means prevent 
their sending succours to Crown Point.

Mr. Warren is in pain for Capt. Colby of the Albany, who he learns you 
had ordered to this place some time ago [No. 246]. It is possible he may 
have fallen into the hands of the before mentioned French ships that were 
said to be at Chebucto. You will be able to guess, if you please to consider 
the date of Capt. Colby's orders and the intelligence Mr. Warren sent you.

It would be of great service to get intelligence of the enemy's motions by 
way of Baie Verte. Col. Bradstreet can inform you how that can best be 
come at.

265. Warren to Knowles
Boston, 5 Sept. 1746

DEAR SIR, You will see by Gov. Shirley's and my joint letters iNo. 264] and 
the intelligence from Gov. Mascarene that the French are forming some 
designs against Annapolis. [This] has occasioned me (as I find the Dover 
has gone from thence) to send the Chester, who sailed yesterday, to give 
countenance and protection to that important garrison. [She is] at the same 
time to clean and return to me here when she shall have so done. By [that] 
time I presume the admiral will send some ship from Louisbourg. That part 
of his squadron which he is to leave with you, [which] you are directed to 
employ during the winter months in the West Indies, cannot be very fit for 
that service unless you clean them, which I believe you cannot yet con 
veniently do at Louisbourg. I am of opinion that Annapolis is very com 
modious for that purpose, the tide rising very high there. Sending such of 
your ships there as you propose for the West Indies would answer your 
ends and be a protection to Annapolis. This I submit to your better 
judgment.

Pray, will you not be in some danger of being served as I was by Mr. 
Davers? I sent Forrest last winter, pursuant to the Admiralty's orders, to 
cruise during the winter in the West Indies. Upon her touching Jamaica for 
provisions, [he] took her under his command, by which I lost the advantage 
of a cruiser. You will consider this, though I cannot think it right and have 
complained of it to the Admiralty. It is possible a commanding officer may 
serve you so, and by that means you would lose the benefit of your cruisers.

The Hinchinbroke, whom I have cleaned here in five days, carries you all 
the cash Mr. Shirley cpuld collect here, and he has sent your bills to Mr. 
Clinton to try what he can do at New York. [He] has no great hopes from 
thence, as Mr. [Oliver] DeLancey is using his endeavours to get what he can
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there for the payment of the troops. I presume we shall not see Mr. St. Clair 
this year. I am at a great loss how to conduct myself till I shall receive some 
orders from home.

If any of the admiral's squadron of 20 guns or under want cleaning, they 
may do it here with great dispatch. You will be pleased to make my com 
pliments to all your mess. Our last accounts from you are [ofj 17 Aug., 
when, we are told, you were all well, which is a great pleasure to [usj. Mrs. 
Warren desires her compliments.

266. Warren to Clinton
Boston, 8 Sept. 1746

DEAR SIR, I heartily congratulate you on the happy success of your negotia 
tion with the Indians of the Six Nations. I am pleased to find by your letter 1 
that my nephew, Mr. [William] Johnson, has been instrumental to it. I hope 
the expense he has been at upon so important a service will be considered by 
your assembly. Any favour you do him while he behaves well shall ever be 
most gratefully acknowledged by me. The last letter your excellency will 
have received from me on the subject of the government should have gone 
by the express some time ago to Albany, but it was unluckily left behind. 

The fleet [has] not yet arrived, and I have no directions how to conduct 
myself in case they should not. I am at a loss what to do. Surely I shall soon 
receive some instructions from home, whether [the fleet] come or not. If I 
go to England this fall, I shall be proud to receive and execute your com 
mands. Mrs. Warren joins with me in compliments to your family. Both she 
and my youngest girl [Susanna] are a good deal out of order. I wish you all 
happiness.

267. Corbett to Warren
10 Sept. 1746

SIR, I have received and communicated to the lords commissioners of the 
Admiralty your letter of 26 June last [No. 241], enclosing a duplicate of 
yours of the 6th [No. 232] and a triplicate of 2 June [No. 227].

An extract of that part of your letter relating to the intended expedition 
against Quebec has been sent to the Duke of Newcastle for his Majesty's in-

1 Not located.
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formation. 1 In regard to the lateness of the season, the expedition is laid 
aside. 2 Therefore there remains nothing to command thereupon.

The Navy Board are directed to send you drafts for building two 44 and 
two 24 gun ships in New England, according to the present establishment, 
and also a copy of a contract for building a 24 gun ship. [They are] to 
recommend four persons fitly qualified to inspect the building [of] four 
ships in New England, who are to be carpenters of them. [They are] to 
report their opinion about loading the four ships with stores when they are 
built and come to England, and about building the 24 gun ships to carry 12- 
pounders.

By this conveyance you will receive letters that were intended to be sent 
you by Adm. Lestock.

Their lordships have appointed you rear admiral of the white [14 July 
1746]. I am to acquaint you that your commission is sent to Gov. Shirley 
with directions to deliver the same to you upon your qualifying yourself.

268. Townsend and Knowles to Warren and Shirley
Pembroke, Louisbourg harbour, 11 Sept. 1746

GENTLEMEN, By a prize brought in here by his Majesty's ship Kinsale the 
6th instant we have received the following intelligence:

Antonio Rodriguez, master of La Judith from Rochelle, bound to 
Quebec, says that on 22 June (N.S.) he sailed from Rochelle in company 
with 70 sail of ships, men of war and transports under the command of the 
due d'Anville, with 8,000 troops on board. Fourteen ships were of the line, 
from 50 to 70 guns. He left them on 15 July in the latitude of 44° 54', and 
saw them again the 23rd in the latitude of 41° 22'. He was taken by the 
Kinsale off Anticosti 25 Aug. (O.S.).

Since [then] we have received further accounts by a pilot of a French 
ship, also bound to Quebec. [He] sailed in the same fleet and was cast away 
upon Sable Island the 3rd instant (O.S.), and brought in here by a 
Marblehead fishing boat. This Frenchman says he parted with the above 
fleet and the due d'Anville in a hard gale of wind but two days before he

! 27 Aug. 1746, PRO, ADM/2/369, p. 463.
2 Not until 22 Aug. was the final decision taken not to send St. Glair's forces to America. 

Anson wrote to Bedford: *I was extremely pleased with the account of the American expedi 
tion being laid aside for the present.... There is no man in this kingdom who thinks that the 
putting the American inlto] execution will be a righter measure or have more good conse 
quence to this country that I do. But the season being so far advanced made it dangerous to 
attempt it.... I own I said a great deal against its going now, because I felt a great deal from 
[my knowledge of] the coast of America after the month of October'. 24 Aug. 1746, Bedford 
MS. Letters, Vol. XIII, No. 29.
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was cast away, about 50 or 60 leagues from Sable Island. [He] cannot tell 
whither they are designed, but this he knows: they were very sickly and had 
buried a great many men.

Here is also come in this day a vessel from Marblehead, one Steven, 
master. [He] says that on Sunday night last (the 7th instant) about 10 or 11 
o'clock, he fell in with three sail of large ships about 40 leagues to the 
westward of a place called Jeddore. Soon after he was past them, he heard a 
gun fired and presently after that three more, which, he says, had the report 
of very large guns.

Part of these informations corroborating, we judge them of so much con 
sequence to immediately dispatch them to you. Adm. Townsend has sent 
the Rye to look into all the ports along the coast of Acadia. [As] soon as he 
returns, you shall be sure of knowing what further intelligence we gain.

We are doing everything that can contribute to the strength of this place, 
and shall unite heartily in its defence, if the enemy bend their course this 
way. Should they visit you, you may depend on our doing everything in our 
powers also to assist you.

269. Warren and Shirley to Townsend
Boston, 12 Sept. 1746

SIR, The Hinchinbroke has now on board what money Gov. Shirley (by Mr. 
Knowles' request) could procure here for the service of the garrison of 
Louisbourg. We have thought proper (upon the intelligence we received 
some time ago on the oaths of two masters of schooners, and since from 
Mr. Mascarene, which Mr. Warren transmitted to you [No. 264], that two 
large ships were seen in the harbour of Chebucto near Cape Sambro to 
direct the captain of the Hinchinbroke to look into that port. He is to 
procure what intelligence he can about those ships (who we suppose were 
French) for your information. The better to affect this, Gov. Shirley has 
ordered the province brig to go there in company with the Hinchinbroke and 
to return immediately. By that we may be apprised here as soon as possible 
if the enemy are or have been in that harbour, and for what end.

Mr. Shirley expects to have more money ready by the return of the 
Hinchinbroke, both here and at New York. Mr. Warren hopes that may be 
with the utmost dispatch. From the necessity of the garrison of Annapolis, 
the Chester (who he sent there upon the representation of Mr. Mascarene 
and with the approbation of Mr. Shirley to give countenance and protection 
to it) [may] be detained at this critical juncture longer than he directed. [In 
that case] he may go to Louisbourg in the Hinchinbroke the latter end of
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this month, if he receives no orders by that time from home that may direct 
him otherwise. [He may] proceed to England with you in order to concert 
measures for an expedition against Canada as early as possible in the 
spring, if his Majesty shall be pleased to continue his resolution to undertake 
it. We are of opinion all the pilots that you may have procured for the 
river St. Lawrence should be retained till we know what shall be determined 
upon.

The behaviour of the French inhabitants in Nova Scotia, particularly at 
Minas (with which place the communication with Annapolis is and has for a 
great while been stopped) leaves no room to doubt but that the enemy are, in 
conjunction with those people, forming some scheme either against An 
napolis or Louisbourg. It is in our opinion most probable their thoughts are 
bent upon the former. [It would be] the most effectual means (with the 
augmentation of 5,000 or 6,000 fighting Nova Scotians and Indians which 
will immediately, upon the reduction of the fort at Annapolis, be added to 
them) to reduce Louisbourg.

Gov. Shirley, to prevent to the utmost of his power so fatal an event, is 
preparing to send 1,000 men this fall to Nova Scotia, to drive the Canadians 
or other enemies from among the inhabitants, and to keep them as much as 
possible in the obedience they owe to his Majesty, which hitherto-they have 
very slightly regarded.

270. Warren and Shirley to Townsend
Boston, 12 Sept. 1746

SIR, You will perceive by the enclosed letter and order [No. 271] how we in 
tended to have disposed of the Hinchinbroke, had she not sailed a few hours 
before they could reach her.

Mr. Shirley has, notwithstanding this disappointment, sent the colony 
brig, Capt. Bennett, to look into Chebucto. If he can procure any in 
telligence worth your notice [from thence, he is] to proceed hither to 
Louisbourg. Otherwise [he is] to return with it immediately.

We hope you will dispatch the Hinchinbroke to this place, for the reasons 
given in our letter of this date [No. 269].

It is reported with the appearance of truth that about fourteen days ago, 
30 or 40 sail of topsail vessels were seen to the westward of Sable Island, 
standing to the northward with the wind at northeast. If this be fact, we 
apprehend they must be French. Had they been our fleet it is probable some 
of the trade bound to this place, that we know have waited long for the
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benefit of convoy, would have arrived before now. We are pretty certain 
Gen. St. Clair was not embarked 5 July at Portsmouth.

271. Warren to Townley
Boston, 12 Sept. 1746

From the intelligence Gov. Shirley and I have received, there is reason to 
believe that two French ships have been in the harbour of Chebucto near 
Cape Sambro.

You are therefore hereby required and directed to take the province brig 
Boston Packet under your command. Her captain is directed by Gov. 
Shirley to follow your orders. Proceed off the said harbour of Chebucto and 
send the brig in before you in order to make what discovery she can of any 
enemy that is or has been in that harbour. You are to settle proper signals 
with the brig that she may timely discover to you any enemy of superior 
force which may be in the harbour. You are, as you have money on board 
for the garrison of Louisbourg, to act with great caution. If you find no 
force superior to yours there, you are in company with the brig to use your 
endeavour to find out if any ships of the enemy have been there and for 
what purpose, or if anything has been landed there. After you have so done, 
you are to proceed to Louisbourg and communicate what intelligence you 
shall have procured to Adm. Townsend and Gov. Knowles. Leave the brig 
to follow the orders she will have from Gov. Shirley.

It is probable, if you go into the harbour under French colours, some of 
the inhabitants may come on board you. In [that] case you are to send one 
or two of the most intelligent of them in the brig to Boston. Carry as many 
to Louisbourg, assuring them that we look upon them as subjects of the 
king of Great Britain, and that they shall be well treated and sent back again 
after they have given us all the intelligence they can of the designs of the 
enemy. For [so doing] this shall be your warrant.

272. Warren to James Douglas
Boston, 15 Sept. 1746

DEAR DOUGLAS, I wrote you a letter before the receipt of your favour of 
16 Aug. 1 1 am very glad to find, as I believe it must be agreeable to you, that 
you were going to Newfoundland, where I hope this will reach you in 
perfect health. I think with you that my going to England this fall very

1 Not located.
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necessary, even if the expedition against Canada should be attempted next 
spring. In that case I could be a solicitor in person for the proper 
preparations for an enterprise of such consequence.

I am obliged to you for the hint you gave me about the ill representation 
that is sent home of Louisbourg [No. 249]. It is a weak thing, let it come 
from where it will. Though it is not a most desirable place for fine gentlemen 
to live at, yet I hope the importance of it to our country will have more 
weight with the ministry than their convenience. You are a good judge of its 
value in every shape, and as such you will oblige me and your country by 
doing it justice.

I should be glad [if] you would wait on Lord Sandwich as from me, and 
tell him your sentiments freely about it. The expense will be very con 
siderable, but it will richly deserve all they can lay out upon it properly (I 
mean in the encouragement of people to settle it, by which the garrison may 
in a short time be lessened). From the many complaints of the present ad 
ministration there seems to be but little hope of a settling soon. Whether 
they are just or not, I find they have the same bad effect here in the 
colonies.

I will get all the accounts of the prizes and what I am debtor to them [for] 
ready against [my going] home, or send them if any orders should stop me 
abroad. I shall be obliged to you for any favours you show old Tattum. All 
the captains who have any right in the prizes should get proper lists lodged 
with Messrs. Baker and your brother. Mrs. Warren joins with me in regards 
to you, and I shall be glad of your correspondence upon all occasions 
wherein I can be [of service] to you.

273. Warren and Shirley to Townsend
Boston, 16 Sept. 1746

SIR, Our last of the 12th informed you of Gov. Shirley's having sent the 
province brig, Capt. Bennett, to Chebucto. [He was] to procure intelligence 
of the motions of the enemy, upon the account we had received of the fleet 
we mentioned to you, that were seen 31 Aug. to the westward of Sable 
Island. [He was] to proceed with any that he should meet with worth your 
notice immediately to Louisbourg.

Off Cape Ann yesterday the brig met with a schooner, the master of 
which she brought in. [He] has given us the enclosed declaration upon oath. 
We have also procured and sent you that of the master of the other vessel 
who first saw those ships, to both which we refer you. By the last 
declaration, if the fleet were the same that was discovered by the first vessel,
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they seem to have been puzzled or for some reason delayed about Sable 
Island. You will observe a considerable difference in the time, though not in 
the place, where they were seen.

It seems pretty plain by the last intelligence that they were French. Indeed 
had they been English, there is no doubt but that some of their convoy must 
-have arrived here before now. If this fleet have not, ere this reaches you, 
made their appearance before Louisbourg, it is very much to be 
apprehended that their intention is to attack Annapolis.

Another circumstance that makes it reasonable to believe they were 
French is that Gen. St. Glair's troops were landed at Portsmouth as we im 
agine upon a supposition that the season was too far advanced to proceed to 
Canada. About 5 July [they] were ordered to embark again with the ut 
most expedition and proceed to Louisbourg, upon the ministry's receiving 
an account that the Brest squadron were sailed for Cape Breton.

All these accounts make it necessary to prepare and to act in the best 
manner for the protection of the colonies, and particularly of Nova Scotia 
as the weakest. The importance of [this] to all the rest, as well as to the 
king's service in general we have so often mentioned that we need not now 
repeat it. Mr. Shirley is getting 300 soldiers ready as fast as possible to 
strengthen the garrison at Annapolis, where we hope the Chester has been 
for some time.

Mr. Warren waits with great impatience to receive your commands, or 
some directions from home how he is to act at this critical juncture. He has 
acquainted you of his having, upon Mr. Mascarene's representations and 
with Gov. Shirley's approbation, sent the Chester to protect Annapolis. The 
circumstances of the garrison may require her to stay longer than she was 
ordered. He has no ship except the Massachusetts frigate, which Gov. 
Shirley has promised him in case there shall be a necessity for his going to 
Louisbourg before the Chester or any of his Majesty's ships should arrive 
here for that purpose.

We beg you will dispatch the vessel back that carries this express, and 
communicate the intelligence we send you to Gov. Knowles. We hope [he] 
will excuse the hurry that prevents our writing at this time. [We own] the 
receipt of his favour by Capt. Parish's schooner, who arrived here yester 
day. 1 [He] informed us that he had hired a vessel to carry the cannon 
belonging to New York to that government, agreeable to Gov. Clinton's re 
quest. This schooner brings no other news.

It seems to us probable from the place in which the fleet were seen (if 
French) they may have put into Chebucto for intelligence, even if their 
design should be upon Annapolis. The English newspapers give room to

1 Not located.
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think that Adm. Martin, as well as the squadron on board which Gen. St. 
Clair is embarked, has orders to follow the French wherever he can trace 
them.

274. Warren to Spry
Boston, 21 Sept. 1746

SIR, Mr. Mascarene will show you no doubt everything he receives from 
Gov. Shirley and me. You will find by our accounts to him that the French 
are actually upon the south coast of Nova Scotia with a strong force. 
Where their fury will fall is uncertain! It is probable, from their going into 
Chebucto, they intend to land cannon, troops and stores there to join the 
Nova Scotians and make an attempt that way upon Annapolis. The season 
is so far advanced that I am in hopes they will not venture their ships into 
the Bay of Fundy or basin of Annapolis. In that case I make no doubt but 
your countenance with that of the Shirley frigate and the forces that Gov. 
Shirley will soon send will support the garrison against any land attempt, 
especially till the arrival of Adm. Lestock. You will hear [he] is not far from 
you (as I hope) and may reasonably be expected.

As this circumstance may possibly keep you longer than 1 expected, I 
have written to Mr. Townsend to send me a clean cruiser, to enable me to 
join him and Mr. Lestock. Under [their] command I hope to have a share in 
the destruction of those gasconading French chaps. Dear Spry, I have only 
time now to tell you I am persuaded, if occasion should offer, you will do 
your country, your king, yourself and me honour, be the consequence 
whatever shall please God.

275. Warren and Shirley to Townsend
Boston, 21 Sept. 1746

SIR, Since our last to you of the 16th instant [No. 273], the enclosed 
depositions came to our hands. We think proper to send you [them] that 
you may guard as much as possible against the enemy's designs upon his 
Majesty's garrisons of Louisbourg and Nova Scotia. [These] places we 
apprehend, from the behaviour of those 31 ships that have been seen off 
Cape Sambro, are the objects which they most likely have at present in 
view.

We also send you some paragraphs of a newspaper we received from 
New York last post. [They] mention Adm. Lestock's coming to these seas
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with a strong fleet of ships and an addition of troops to those before in 
tended to come with Gen. St. Clair. We hope they will be with you [in time] 
to disappoint all [the French] schemes, if not to take or destroy them.

We submit to your consideration whether it may not be of great service to 
send one or two of your small clean cruisers with pilots for the coast of 
Nova Scotia to cruise in the fair way for meeting Adm. Lestock, with such 
intelligences as you can give him of the motions and situation of the enemy. 
We beg pardon for the liberty we take in giving you this hint.

We are in very little pain about Louisbourg. The season [is] too far ad 
vanced for the enemy to attack it by regular siege or for their ships to lie 
upon the coast. We hope they will not venture their squadron into the Bay 
of Fundy or the basin of Annapolis so late. Any scheme which they may 
have designed against Annapolis by landing troops or cannon at Chebucto 
will give Gov. Shirley time to send the reinforcement preparing here to that 
garrison. By that means and such assistance as you can give it (after your 
apprehension of the enemy's attacking Louisbourg shall be over) frustrate 
all their projects.

If they attack Annapolis by sea and land, unless it shall be relieved in 
time by a superior force it must fall into their hands. In [that] case, 5,000 or 
6,000 Nova Scotia fighting men will be immediately added to the enemy. 
Indeed [it is] very likely, as they are ripe for revolt, [they] may assist them 
to reduce the garrison. Neither the enemy's nor our fleet can keep these seas 
after the latter end of next month.

Mr. Warren hopes you will send him the Hinchinbroke or any small clean 
cruiser, that he may join Adm. Lestock and you. By [her] he flatters himself 
he shall receive orders to act under his and your command.

276. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 23 Sept. 1746

SIR, Enclosed you have several depositions of the motions and designs of 
the French fleet, to which I refer. Where their fury will fall is as yet uncer 
tain! From the situation in which they were last seen, it is most probable 
that Nova Scotia and Louisbourg are the objects which they have at present 
in view. The season [is] now too far advanced to encamp their forces, keep 
the field, and attempt Louisbourg by regular siege. I am in great hopes that 
they will be disappointed there, if it [is] a part of their scheme.

By letters from Louisbourg of the 6th instant, 1 we are informed that 
Adm. Townsend had the following ships in port with him, and I believe

1 Not located.
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[they] are still there: Pembroke, Kingston, Canterbury, Norwich, 
Hampshire, Dover, Kinsale and Aldborough. The Rye was then out upon a 
cruise and the Vigilant and Torrington [had] gone to Newfoundland. The 
former [is] to convoy the trade to Portugal, the latter to England. I believe 
the Hind and Hinchinbroke sloops were also with him. Both [are] clean, for 
as he had occasion to send them here, and I found I could do it without loss 
of time or men, I ordered them to be laid ashore and tallowed.

The Kinsale and Hind, I am told, carried into Louisbourg the beginning 
of this month a storeship of 160 tons that they met in the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. [She was] bound to Quebec with ordnance and other stores on 
board for a ship of war of 32 guns. Six other ships escaped [our] two 
cruisers in a fog. The French ships came from France with the Brest 
squadron. Eight days after their sailing [they] were ordered to part from 
them and make the best of their way to Canada. This is all that I am 
informed of from that quarter.

Upon Mr. Mascarene's representation [to us] that he apprehended some 
designs against the garrison of Annapolis under his command, [as] com 
munication with the inhabitants of Minas and those [at] the bottom of the 
Bay [was] stopped, and all the messengers he [had] sent to those places, 
([and before] my hearing anything of the Brest fleet being upon the coast of 
Nova Scotia), I sent the Chester, with Gov. Shirley's approbation, to give 
countenance and protection to that garrison [I] order[ed] Capt. Spry, if he 
should find everything quiet there, to clean his ship (the tide rising so high as 
to make it very convenient for ships to lie ashore there, I am told) and return 
hither. I acquainted Adm. Townsend [No. 264] of my having done so. Gov. 
Shirley and I recommended his sending a ship to relieve the Chester that, as 
she is the only one now under my command, I may have her, to join him or 
execute any orders I may receive from their lordships.

We also recommended to him and Gov. Knowles [No. 265] to reinforce 
the garrison of Annapolis with the detachment of Frampton's regiment now 
at Louisbourg, consisting of three companies of 100 men each. As we do 
not know what effect this may have, Gov. Shirley is preparing 300 men to 
send to Annapolis immediately and more afterwards, if necessary. The 
season is late, and the navigation of the Bay of Fundy [is] very dangerous 
and intricate. I hope and believe the French will not venture to send their 
ships into the bay and basin of Annapolis. If their design is against that 
place, it is most likely they will land their troops, cannon and ammunition at 
the harbour of Chebucto, which is very convenient for the inhabitants of 
Minas. [They] will no doubt join the enemy against our garrison upon so 
good a prospect of success.

This method will give Gov. Shirley time to send assistance to Annapolis
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before the French are prepared to attack it. [This], with the Chester and 
Shirley frigate (Capt. Rous) now there, will, I hope, prevent that garrison 
falling into the enemy's hands. [That] would be of fatal consequence, as the 
possession of it would immediately add 5,000 or 6,000 fighting men that we 
have been nourishing in Nova Scotia to the French king's interest.

Gov. Shirley and myself have jointly apprised the garrisons of 
Louisbourg and Annapolis of the motions of the enemy, that they may be 
upon their guard. Indeed it behoves all the governments upon the continent 
to be so, while so great a naval force of the enemy's continue masters of the 
sea here. [This], from a paragraph I have read in the newspaper, I hope will 
not be long. It says Mr. Lestock (under whose command I shall be very glad 
to receive orders to serve upon this occasion) is coming here with a great 
force. God grant he may get [here] in time not only to disappoint our enemy 
but to destroy him!

Neither their fleet nor ours will be able to keep the sea here after next 
month, nor even till then without great hazard. It may be very naturally sup 
posed the French will then go to the West Indies and destroy some of our 
islands. I only take the liberty to mention this conjecture without the expec 
tation of its having more than its due weight with their lordships.

I have in conjunction with Gov. Shirley presumed to give it as my opinion 
to Adm. Townsend that [he should send] one or two of his small, clean 
cruisers with pilots for the coast of Nova Scotia into the proper track to 
meet Mr. Lestock. The Chester, my proper ship at present, [surely] will not 
leave Annapolis while the garrison remains under any apprehension of being 
attacked. I hope my conduct in this point will meet their lordships' 
approbation.

Gov. Shirley will apprise his grace the Duke of Newcastle of the steps 
that have been taken by us jointly and separately in the necessary 
preparations for the reduction of Canada (if it could have been attempted 
this year, which I always doubted). I believe near 6,000 men have been 
raised in the colonies for that purpose. When the lateness of the season put 
them out of all hopes of acting by sea against Canada, [they] were proposed 
to attack the fort at Crown Point, as a necessary measure to keep the Six 
Nations of Iroquois Indians in our interest. [These] have at last been 
prevailed upon by Gov. Clinton and commissioners appointed for that pur 
pose from this government to take up the hatchet (as they call it) in our 
favour against the French and their Indians. It was thought also that it 
would have several other good effects if that fortress was reduced to his 
Majesty's obedience. [It would] oblige all the Indians to the westward and 
southward of it to join with us, as well those who have already declared for 
the French as those who have not done so on either side, or at least to re-
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main [neutral] in the war. [This] would greatly facilitate the reduction of 
Canada, if undertaken next year. It would be a good rendezvous and 
magazine for our troops that should penetrate the enemy's country by land. 
It is thought it would also put a period to all the inhuman murders and 
ravages daily committed upon the frontiers and remote settlements by par 
ties of French and Indians intermixed and detached from Crown Point.

I apprehend this expedition will drop upon the news of the French fleet's 
being in these seas. In [that] case it will be absolutely necessary to secure 
our Indians that they [may] be intermixed with parties of English to commit 
hostilities upon the French and their Indians. I believe Mr. Shirley and Gov. 
Clinton will recommend this to their assemblies, if the expedition against 
Crown Point should be laid aside for the present.

If his Majesty shall be graciously pleased to attempt the reduction of 
Canada next spring, very early notice should be given to the colonies to 
prepare. If the king shall think proper to honour me with a share in it, and 
my health (which is at present very much impaired by a scorbutic disorder) 
will permit me to serve, I shall esteem it a high mark of his Majesty's and 
their lordships' favour and approbation of my past conduct.

In this case I am assured that my being in England this winter will be very 
necessary to inform the ministry and their lordships of the circumstances of 
the colonies, and to aid and assist the plan for the execution of an enterprise 
of such importance to Great Britain and its dominions in general. We have 
great reason to believe that the French (as only one ship bound to Canada 
has been taken by us this summer) have introduced stores of all kinds, [and 
perhaps troops], for the service of that colony. [This] will make it necessary 
to go better provided than was proposed this year. The variety of opinion as 
to the number of fighting men in Canada—from 15,000 to 40,000—is a 
point worthy of consideration. I can hardly believe there are so many as 
40,000, but from a common calculation of our increase in the colonies, 
there cannot be very many thousands less. I will not pretend to judge what 
force will be necessary to reduce such a country.

There is one great advantage. They live very much dispersed, at a great 
distance from each other. If we can reduce Quebec and Montreal, the rest 
will fall of course. I have given it as my opinion to Mr. Townsend that the 
pilots for the river St. Lawrence, both French and English (if any of the 
latter) should be retained in the service till we receive orders from their 
lordships what to do with them.

The Bien Aime is returned from Louisbourg, where I sent her by Adm. 
Townsend's orders with some masts and other stores for his squadron. She 
is now loading masts, &c., and will sail (if nothing extraordinary happens to 
prevent her) [at] the beginning of October for Antigua and Jamaica.
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The proper season for cutting timber is now coming on. I will leave direc 
tions with gentlemen of the best credit to prepare [enough] to build two 
ships of 44 and two of 24 guns, [which their lordships have ordered me to 
do.] I believe, as a number of the tradesmen and labourers in all the 
governments are and will be employed for the defence of their country, it 
will retard very much the building of these ships. I think proper to men 
tion [this] that their lordships may not be disappointed in the expectation 
they may have of their being soon built.

Gov. Shirley has dispatched several vessels to observe the motions of the 
French fleet, for whose return we shall impatiently wait.

277. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 23 Sept. 1746

SIR, I refer you to my public letter of this date [No. 276] for the news of this 
part of the world. You will find the Brest fleet have slipped Mr. Martin and 
intend to do something of consequence in America, if the season or Adm. 
Lestock's sudden arrival with a superior force does not prevent them.

Should the latter be the case, I hope Mr. Lestock will have orders to take 
me under his command. It would give me great pleasure to have a share in 
the destruction of the French fleet. The enemy's sending such a force to 
protect their colonies upon this continent, or to add new ones to them, 
shows they hazard almost their whole naval strength. I think they do [soj by 
sending them abroad so far, if we pursue and have but the good fortune to 
meet them.

The last orders I received from you [No. 204] do not direct what I should 
do in case the expedition against Canada could not be carried into execution 
this season. I always apprehended, and indeed knew, [this] would be the 
case. I have continued here under the greatest doubt what to do or how to 
act—whether to go home or remain in the colonies. 1 1 concluded that if Mr. 
St. Clair did not come this fall, I should receive orders how to conduct 
myself. I was resolved to stay till the season should be so far advanced as to 
make his coming into these seas quite [impossible], or till I received fresh in 
structions, which I hope now to do by Mr. Lestock.

1 Sandwich observed to Bedford on 4 Sept. 1746: 'It will also be necessary to send some 
directions to Rear Admiral Warren, who your Grace recollects is at Boston, I should be glad 
of your Grace's opinion what they should be, for I think by his present orders he is pretty 
much at liberty to come home or stay in America'. Bedford MS. Letters, Vol. XIH, No. 45. 
Warren was never sent orders to return to England.
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My letter to the lords informs you of my having sent the Chester to An 
napolis. [She was] the only ship under my command and allotted to me to 
come to the colonies to concert measures for the intended expedition against 
Canada. As the circumstances of that garrison may make her stay there 
necessary longer than I expected, I have written to Mr. Townsend to send 
me one of the snows or any other small cruiser to join him or Adm. Lestock 
when he arrives. I propose, if the Chester does not come to me again soon, 
to send for Mr. Lloyd and take him with me, as he is and shall be my first 
lieutenant in whatever ship I may have. He is very well in health, and I 
assure you I hope [he] will give you and his mother[-in-law] great 
satisfaction.

If the expedition against Canada is to be attempted next spring, I am per 
suaded my going home this winter to concert measures and assist in forming 
the plan of operation will be of great service, even if any other officer (from 
my ill state of health) should be appointed to command.

The circumstances of the colonies I am well acquainted with, I may say 
without vanity. They are poor, and cannot be at any great expense. Those 
colonies that are not immediately affected by the enemy will be at no ex 
pense at all. Whatever is expected from the colonies should if possible be on 
an average among the several governments in proportion to their abilities. 
They cannot raise money to undertake an enterprise without an emission of 
paper credit. Pray would it be inconsistent, when any expedition shall be set 
on foot [in which] their assistance will be wanted, if the money necessary to 
carry it on should be advanced in England? Such a part of it [could] be 
borne by the colonies as their circumstances will allow, either to be paid im 
mediately or on interest equal to that which the government pays at home 
till the colonies should raise the principal by degrees. By this method a great 
number of men might at any time upon proper notice be raised in America, 
particularly to act upon this continent. Otherwise the delays that are met 
with in an application where the consent of so many distant governments 
and legislatures [is needed] upon every little trifle must [you will allow] be 
the bane of secrecy and dispatch so necessary in all enterprises. Therein the 
French constitution in war excels ours, though ours is most desirable in 
peace.

A plain instance and demonstration of this is now before our eyes upon 
this continent. We see our frontiers disturbed [and] ravaged, and the king's 
subjects murdered and scalped (as they call it) by the French subjects of one 
government hardly equal in numbers to any one of ours. Thus we see that 
about 40,000 men which, by the highest computation, is all they have in 
Canada (nay, many people will not believe they have half as many) can do 
us more harm than we can do with them upwards of 200,000 fighting men,
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his Majesty's subjects upon this continent. 1 Had the French this advantage, 
they would not leave a British subject in America [after] six months.

It is easier to find out a defect than to remedy it, but something ought to 
be done to secure this continent to Britain. Our fears are not only from the 
French alone, nor their increase, but also from the numberless nations of In 
dians which they are continually by their artifice gaining over to their in 
terest. They have drawn a circle [at] the back of us from the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence to Mississippi. Our communication with the Indians is almost en 
tirely cut off, and those few that are within what we think [are] our bounds, 
are daily falling from our alliance to the French. They have a better way of 
pleasing the Indians and they take more pains about it than we do. [They] 
know well that the extension of their trade with those savages and the views 
they have in conjunction with them of making themselves masters of the 
continent will make them full amends for their trouble and expense.

These are private thoughts of my own which I take the liberty to mention 
to you, though I have no right to trespass so much upon your time. You will 
please make what use you please of them. In the meantime I must beg you 
will solicit their lordships for my return to England as soon as may be for 
the recovery of my health. After [that] I shall, during the war, serve 
wherever I may be commanded.

[In] your letter of 7 Apr. [No. 204], you say my proposal in conjunction 
with Gov. Shirley's for carrying on an expedition against Canada had such 
weight with the king and council that it was immediately resolved to put it in 
execution. I am sure I never recommended it this year, for I know it was im 
possible to make the necessary preparations in the colonies before the next 
spring for an expedition of such importance. I thought it might be done with 
a prospect of success, and that if the ships of war could have been employed 
this last summer in preventing stores or succours going to Canada (which I 
recommended in the strongest manner to Adm. Townsend when I left him) 
it would have rendered the reduction of Canada easier next spring than it 
would have been the last. I now make no doubt they are well supplied with 
everything they want to defend their country.

Many inconveniences have attended the disagreements that generally 
happen between the land and sea officers commanding on expeditions, I 
enclose you some short remarks of my own.2 If, with any amendments of 
yours, you think [they] will be useful, you will consider [them] and put them 
in form without any mention of me. I know so much of myself that I had

1 In 1749 the estimated population of British North America was 1,046,000. In 1740 the 
militia (men capable of bearing arms) was estimated at 135,000. See Evarts B. Greene and 
Virginia D. Harrington, American Population before the Federal Census ofl 790 (New York: 
Columbia Univ. Press, 1932), p. 5.

2 Not located.
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rather act jointly in command and by the opinion of a council than entirely 
by my own—such is my diffidence. Though when anything should be 
agreed upon for the king's service, I flatter myself I could go through with it 
with a tolerable share of resolution when justified by a multitude of 
counsellors....

Let the consequence be what it will, where opinions are unanimous to un 
dertake any point, I am persuaded it will be done with such vigour and 
prudence as seldom fails of success. Whether it does or not, the whole, as 
they would share in the honour equally, so they would the censure too, if 
they deserved it. [They] could not blame one another without very par 
ticular ill behaviour such as would be very conspicuous and easily found 
out. I have now pretty much tired your patience with a long, inaccurate 
scrawl, which I hope you will pardon.

P.S. The colonies are much alarmed, so that I wait with great impatience to 
know where the thunder of the French fleet is to fall. God send Mr. Lestock 
here to let his roar first upon them! In [that] I sincerely wish to bear a part. I 
will apprise Messrs. Davers [No. 283] and Lee of the enemy's being in these 
seas. Should they, when the season grows severe, stretch to the West Indies, 
our people may be prepared as well as they can to receive them. I beg you 
will make my compliments of excuse to Lord Sandwich and Mr. Anson for 
not writing to them by this conveyance.

278. Townsend to Warren and Shirley
Pembroke, Louisbourg harbour, 23 Sept. 1746

GENTLEMEN, I have received by the sloop Fortune, Paul Bunker master, 
your two letters of 12 Sept. [Nos. 269 & 270] (called duplicates) with a 
copy of the order you designed to give Capt. Townley [No. 271], of the 
same date. Also [I have] your letter of the 16th [No. 273], together with the 
declaration of Hugh Thornton (in regard to the French fleet) taken the 14th 
and the affidavit of William Stanwood, taken the 15th, touching the same. 

I have dispatched the Hind sloop, with the intelligence I was able to gain 
of the French fleet's motion, to you the 14th instant. [This] letter and 
information I hope is come safe to hand. [The] various accounts concur in 
one and the same thing: a fleet has been seen upon this coast. We may 
conclude ... that it is a fleet of the enemy. I am verily persuaded that they 
are in Chebucto, as that is the principal harbour for large ships. As you
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observe, if they were any part of the fleet Mr. St. Clair may have with him, 
they would doubtless have appeared here before now, at least some of them.

This being the case, I have in the best manner I [can] ranged the few ships 
I have under my command to defend this harbour and fortress. Not only 
[that], but I am assisting the garrison with considerable numbers of men to 
put the fortifications in a good state of defence. Mr. Knowles is losing no 
time to employ them properly on the works. I have the pleasure to tell you 
that a few days will put us in such a posture of defence as may baffle any 
attempts of the enemy, should they determine to attack us.

You seem, gentlemen, to be in a good deal of pain for Annapolis Royal. I 
think with you that the place demands your greatest attention. I wish it was 
in my power to give you that assistance my inclination leads me to. If you 
will consider the very few ships I have here, and how much I am pressed by 
my instructions (a copy of which Mr. Warren has, to which I refer you) to 
have a careful attention to Louisbourg, you will perceive that this place was 
the principal object of the government when my instructions were framed. 
As I have since received none to the contrary, I cannot depart from them. 
Indeed should I be so imprudent as to divide the little strength I have, it 
would serve no end but to expose the ships I might send to Annapolis to be 
destroyed by the enemy, and in a great measure disable me from defending 
Louisbourg, which place the government have so much at heart.

Not knowing that you had sent any intelligence of this kind to Gov. 
Mascarene and Capt. Spry, I dispatched the Hinchinbroke on 17 Sept. to 
Annapolis Royal. [I sent] a letter to [Mr. Mascarene] 1 with the accounts I 
gained from time to time, and with directions to him to be upon his guard. 
In the captain's way thither [he was] to look carefully as near as possible 
into Chebucto to see what number of ships might be in that harbour. [He 
was] to acquaint Mr. Mascarene and Capt. Spry therewith, in order to his 
sending advice of it as soon as possible. That no time may be lost, I have 
dispatched Capt. [Thomas] Craven in the Rye to Great Britain with the ac 
counts I have been able to collect for the government's timely information.

I have considered that part of your letter wherein you inform me Mr. 
Warren is ready to obey any commands I may send him. As he has business 
allotted him of a distinct nature from what I am upon, I should be very un 
willing to break in upon his instruction or interfere in a thing that does not 
belong to me. I am convinced his abilities are such that nothing will be 
wanting on his part for his Majesty's service. As to my going home, the face 
of affairs being altered, I must suspend [such] thoughts so long as the 
enemy is upon the coast.

1 Not located.
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In relation to the guns which belong to the governor of New York, Mr. 
Clinton, they have been shipped some time on board a sloop hired for that 
purpose. I had appointed Capt. Innis of the Aldborough to convoy her to 
New York, before I heard the enemy was upon the coast. On consulting Mr. 
Knowles this morning, we are of opinion they should remain on board the 
vessel to be employed where they may be of the greatest service. Having no 
other small ship, we think proper to detain the Aldborough to answer any 
exigencies of the service....

279. Corbett to Warren
24 Sept. 1746

SIR, In my letter to you of the 10th instant [No. 267], in answer to yours of 
26 June last [No. 240], I acquainted you that the Navy Board w[as] directed 
to send you drafts for building two 44 and two 24 gun ships in New 
England, according to the present establishment. [They were to send] a copy 
of a contract for building a 24 gun ship, and to recommend four persons 
fitly qualified to inspect the building of the said ships, who are to be 
carpenters of them. [They were] also to report their opinion about loading 
the said ships with stores, when built and ready to come to England, and 
about building the 24 gun ships strong enough to carry 12-pounders.

That Board has in return thereto represented to the lords commissioners 
of the Admiralty the many inconveniences which they apprehend will attend 
building ships of war in New England or any part of North America. I am 
commanded to send you an extract of their representations. 1 Some things 
therein strike their lordships at first sight, particularly that of the duration of 
the timber, so essential an article in shipbuilding. They are unwilling to have 
any others built at present than the two 24 gun ships, by way of experiment, 
and as they may prove, either proceed in building more or discontinue it.

Therefore their lordships recommend it to you, in case you have not gone 
too far in contracting for the 44 gun ships ... [to recede] with honour from 
what you have already done, not to go on any farther therein till some trial 
has been made of the 24 gun ships. Their lordships do not doubt, from the 
experience they have had of your zeal for his Majesty's service, but that you 
will thoroughly satisfy the people of those colonies where the 44 gun ships 
were to be built for postponing them at this time.

1 See Navy Board to Admiralty Board, 19 Sept. 1746, PRO, ADM/106/2182, pp. 244-9.
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280. Warren to Spry
Boston, [30 Sept. 1746]

DEAR SIR, I have your letters of the 17th and 21st instant, 1 and am glad you 
are safe [at] Annapolis. Since the French fleet, who are on the south side of 
Nova Scotia, have not ventured into the Bay of Fundy, I believe they intend 
to carry on their designs against your garrison by land from Chebucto. If 
so, I hope your being there (at Annapolis) with Capt. Rous and the rein 
forcement of troops going and gone from hence will be a means of saving 
Nova Scotia till Adm. Lestock's arrival in these seas, which is hourly ex 
pected. I hope to join him and have a share in the destruction of the French 
fleet.

I am very anxious to have you cleaned, and intend to get a ship sent in 
your room as soon as possible, if Mr. Townsend has not already done [so] 
at my request. Tell Capt. Rous I am sorry for his misfortune2 and will be 
always his friend, and get him with me when I can. I have desired Mr. 
Apthorp to send him the things he has written for.

Dear Spry, take care of all my officers, for, go where I will, I look upon 
them as such. Dispatch Duncan Sinclair to me; I can make him gunner of 
the Bien Aime. I have written to Mr. Cowley about the wharf; you will give 
me your opinion about it. I find there has been some dispute between Mr. 
Mascarene and his officers about giving you the parole. 3 I will not judge 
about the right of the matter, but am sure your good sense will not suffer 
you to let the king's service suffer for a trifling ceremony. I will venture to 
say those officers are more nice than wise in [this], whether it be their duty 
or not. Say nothing of this.

Mr. Shirley sends Mr. Mascarene the intelligence which Messrs. Town- 
send and Knowles sent us of the French fleet, and he will show it to you. 
You will find him a good man. I believe you are in a place where it will be 
necessary to muster up all your prudence. I will get you from it as soon as 
ever I can. Excuse this inaccurate and hasty scrawl.

P.S. I beg Mr. Mascarene will excuse my not writing to him now, as Mr. 
Shirley does [so]. A constant communication with your garrison will be very 
necessary till we know where the French intend to bend their force. I think 
we need be in no pain for Louisbourg, as Mr. Townsend has all his ships 
there. We have dispatched several vessels to meet Mr. Lestock and let him

1 Not located.
2 His ship, .the Shirley, had been heavily damaged accidently.
3 Spry had been a prisoner of the Spanish at Havana from Feb. until the summer of 1745.
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know the situation of the enemy's fleet. 1 The Hind is here, I am clean 
ing her in order to join Mr. Lestock upon the first notice of his arrival.

281. Warren to Douglas
Boston, 1 Oct. 1746

DEAR SIR, Herewith I send you intelligence which I received a few days ago 
from Adm. Townsend and Gov. Knowles, by which you will find the 
French fleet are upon the coast of Nova Scotia. They were first discovered 
[on] 30 Aug. near Chebucto. We suppose they will fortify [that harbour] 
and attack Annapolis from thence by land, in conjunction with the in 
habitants from Minas and those of the bottom of the Bay of Fundy, who 
only want a good opportunity to revolt to the French.

We have letters from Mr. Mascarene of 21 Sept.,2 at which time none of 
the French fleet had appeared near Annapolis. [This] gives room to hope 
they will not venture their ships there for fear of the season and navigation, 
or for fear of being surprised by a superior number. I do not imagine they 
will attack Louisbourg so late, or that they have any designs but against 
Nova Scotia. The people here are in some apprehension of their coming to 
attack Boston, and are preparing to receive them. We have had the town full 
of men since the enemy have been heard of in these seas.

As they have been cruising (and chased the Hinchinbroke near Cape 
Sambro) I am apt to believe they think of intercepting the fleet intended for 
the Canada expedition. [They do not] dream of the addition of ships and 
troops that is made to that armament, coming in pursuit of them under the 
command of Adm. Lestock, as we are informed. I suppose I shall be put 
under his orders. It would give me high pleasure to have a share in the 
destruction of the French fleet. Gov. Shirley and I have sent six or seven 
vessels to meet Mr. Lestock, besides a packet in this to let him know all we 
could of the enemy's motions. I have, as the Chester is at Annapolis, desired 
the admiral to send a light frigate for me in order to my joining him without 
delay....

I think it proper to apprise you of the enemy's fleet being in these seas 
that you may be on your guard. Act upon the occasion as your discretion 
and circumspection shall direct. I heartily wish you success in all your un 
dertakings.

1 Shirley and Warren sent two letters, 27 and 29 Sept. 1746. Both are printed in Connec 
ticut Historical Society, Collections, Vol. XIII, pp. 320-2, 324-5.

2 Not located.
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282. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 1 Oct. 1746

SIR, Since my last of 23 Sept. [No. 276], the Hind sloop arrived here the 
28th and brought Gov. Shirley and me the enclosed letter and intelligence of 
the French fleet, from Adm. Townsend and Gov. Knowles. By I this I you 
will please to observe that on 16 Sept. they were seen near Cape Sambro 
cruising, and chased the Hinchinbroke, bound to Louisbourg with money to 
pay the troops. It is probable that she must have fallen into the enemy's 
hands had I not cleaned her before her departure from hence.

Gov. Shirley and I have letters from Mr. Mascarene of 21 Sept., 1 inform 
ing us that he had then heard nothing of the French fleet.... Communica 
tion between Annapolis, the inhabitants of Minas and those of the upper 
part of the Bay of Fundy was still stopped. By [this] means he could not 
learn what schemes were forming against his garrison there by them in con 
junction with the Canadians or any others.

The French fleet was first discovered 30 Aug. on the coast of Nova 
Scotia, and had not, in three weeks after, appeared at Annapolis, nor [off 
Louisbourg by] 14 Sept., the day the Hind sailed from thence. It is 
reasonable to believe their intention is to land their cannon and troops at the 
harbour of Chebucto, which is a very good one and convenient for the in 
habitants of Nova Scotia. [They] only want a prospect of success against 
the garrison of Annapolis to join the French inan attempt upon it.

The lateness of the season and the dangerous navigation of the Bay of 
Fundy, or the fear of being hemmed in by a superior force, may be the 
reasons that the French have not ventured to attack Annapolis by ships, 
which would have been the surest way of succeeding. The Chester and 
Shirley frigates [are] there. The latter had the misfortune to be driven on 
shore and much damaged, but was almost repaired again. 2 1 hope two ships 
with the reinforcement of 300 men, sent to Annapolis by Gov. Shirley and, 
we hope, now there, will be able to preserve that garrison against any 
attempt of the enemy by land till the arrival of Adm. Lestock.

To meet [the admiral], to give him intelligence of the enemy, and to carry 
him pilots, Gov. Shirley and I have sent out five or six vessels. I am in hopes 
I shall be directed to serve under his command. I have desired he would be 
pleased to dispatch a light frigate for me, that I may join him immediately. I 
am now cleaning the Hind in order to go to him the instant I hear of his

1 Not located.
2 The Shirley was never again fit for service. Having cost the Navy Board £3,500 in 1745 

she was sold in 1748 at Louisbourg for £225, having served as a hulk. Capt. Charles Watson 
to Corbett, PRO, ADM/1/480, fol. 495ff. Information from Cmdr. Douglas.



332 CONQUEST OF CANADA

arrival (by any means) in these seas. It would give me the greatest pleasure 
to have a share with him in the destruction of the French fleet.

[The French] have been cruising off Cape Sambro and the harbour of 
Chebucto, which we suppose they will fortify. I imagine they are in hopes of 
intercepting the squadron and troops first intended for the Canada ex 
pedition, little dreaming of the addition that we hear has since been made to 
that equipment. I hope the enemy will split upon this error. Mr. Shirley and I 
supposed that our fleet would probably make the Nova Scotia shore to the 
westward of or near Cape Sambro. We have directed most of our scouts to 
look out for them in that track. If any of them should be so fortunate as to 
meet the admiral, and he should have a sufficient force to attack the enemy, 
he may not lose so good an opportunity. Otherwise he may send for Adm. 
Townsend, who is with all his squadron at Louisbourg. For [that] place I am 
in no great pain.

I have transmitted all the intelligence I could procure of the French fleet 
to Adm. Davers [No. 283] and Mr. Lee.

283. Warren to Davers
Boston, 1 Oct. 1746

SIR, You will see by the enclosed intelligence that the French fleet are upon 
the coast of Nova Scotia. As they may possibly proceed to the West Indies 
when the season grows too severe for action in these seas, I think it my duty 
to apprise you of it that you may be upon your guard. The public prints give 
us room to expect that Mr. Lestock is coming to these seas in pursuit of the 
enemy. As they have attempted nothing yet, if he arrives soon they will 
probably be disappointed. I hope to be under his command, and have some 
share in the destruction of the French fleet.

I am in very little pain for Louisbourg. Mr. Townsend is there with five 
ships of the line, two of 40 and two of 20 guns, a fireship, a sloop and, I 
believe, a bomb. It is thought the enemy's design is against Annapolis and 
Nova Scotia.... Gov. Shirley has reinforced the garrison. There are now at 
that place the Chester, Shirley frigate of 20 guns, [and] a billander. The 
navigation of the Bay of Fundy and basin of Annapolis [is so] very intricate 
that the enemy will not venture their ships there. If this [is] the case, they 
will probably land their forces and cannon at the harbour of Chebucto on 
the south side of Nova Scotia, and attack the garrison of Annapolis by land 
only. If so, I hope it will be able to hold out till Mr. Lestock's arrival with his 
fleet and troops shall relieve it.

I cannot help thinking that your keeping the Wager was a little hard upon
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me, and that I have a right at least to a part of the eighth of such prizes as 
she has taken since. However, we will talk of [that] whenever I have the 
pleasure of seeing you.

284. Shirley and Warren to Townsend and Knowles
Boston, 3 Oct. 1746

GENTLEMEN, On 29 Sept. we received your favour dated the 11th [No. 268J 
by the Hind, giving us what intelligence you had procured of the enemy's 
fleet upon the coast of Nova Soctia. Before the receipt of yours, [we] trans 
mitted by four different conveyances all we had collected here. The public 
prints gave us room to expect Adm. Lestock would soon be in these seas in 
pursuit of the French. We sent several scouts to meet him, with all the ac 
counts we had learned of the motions of the enemy. We hope some of them 
or of those [you may] have sent will fall in with our fleet.

We flatter ourselves the Hinchinbroke is arrived safe with you. Mr. 
Warren's cleaning her was a lucky incident, since it is most probable she 
would otherwise have fallen into the enemy's hands. We hear the Comet 
bomb with her tender from Antigua were spoken with to the eastward of 
Cape Sambro. [We] shall be glad to know of their being with you at 
Louisbourg.

We have letters of 21 Sept. 1 from Mr. Mascarene, informing us that all 
was then quiet at Annapolis. The communication with the inhabitants of 
Minas and those up the bay [was] still stopped. He had not heard anything 
of the French fleet but what we had informed him of their being seen near 
the harbour of Chebucto. They will probably fortify [Chebucto] and attack 
Annapolis by land from thence, and perhaps not venture their ships into the 
Bay of Fundy so late in the year. We are in pain for Annapolis, but in very 
little for Louisbourg at this season. It is not impossible but they may winter 
in the harbour of Chebucto, as they will no doubt have all the Nova Scotians 
and such refreshments as they can afford at their devotion [there.]

The Chester is at Annapolis with the Shirley frigate. The latter had been 
driven on shore and much damaged, but was, on the date of Mr. 
Mascarene's letter, almost refitted. It is to be hoped that with those ships 
and the reinforcement of troops sent by Gov. Shirley (which, if [all is] well, 
are there long before this time) that garrison will make a good defence, es 
pecially if the enemy attack it only by land, until it is relieved by Mr. 
Lestock's arrival in these seas.

Enclosed you have a newspaper, by which you will perceive a French
1 Not located.
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convoy has escaped a squadron of Mr. Davers. It is generally believed the 
four men of war will, after seeing their trade to the northward some distance 
from the islands, join the due d'Anville's fleet off Nova Scotia. If the print 
[is true], the English acquired no reputation upon that occasion.

Mr. Warren has cleaned the Hind and given her captain directions, if he 
should see the French fleet, to carry you the best intelligence he can as to 
their number, force and situation. We have given him a packet [for] Adm. 
Lestock, in case he should meet him in his way to you. Mr. Warren hopes to 
have orders to put himself under Adm. Lestock's command. Gov. Shirley 
has had the Massachusetts frigate cleaned in order to carry [Mr. Warren) to 
the admiral upon the first notice of his arrival. If you think he can in the 
meantime be serviceable in any other [way], he hopes you will make use of 
him. One of the informations that we have had mentions the French hav 
ing a design to attack this colony. Gov. Shirley is making all the necessary 
preparations for the defence of it, and doubts not, should that be the case, 
but you will give him all the assistance in your power.

We hope a constant correspondence between you and us will be main 
tained, notwithstanding the enemy's being upon the coast.

Mr. Warren imagines, if the admirals intend he should serve under Mr. 
Lestock, that they will (as they know of his coming here) give the admiral 
orders to dispatch a ship for him from his fleet.

285. Warren to Sandwich
Boston, 4 Oct. 1746

MY LORD, My public letters to Mr. Corbett will inform your lordship of the 
French fleet's being upon the coast of Nova Scotia. What their designs are, 
I cannot pretend to say. It is most natural to imagine from the situation in 
which they have been seen so long as from 31 Aug. to 16 Sept. that they 
have the reduction of Annapolis and Nova Scotia in view. If they succeed, 
they will have 5,000 to 6,000 [fighting] Nova Scotians added to their force, 
to attempt Louisbourg or any other of his Majesty's colonies that they think 
proper. As the season begins to be too late to act at sea or to form a regular 
siege against Louisbourg, I believe they will not think of that place till next 
year.

[They are] cruising off Cape Sambro, which will probably be the landfall 
of our fleet which is said to be coming into these seas. It is possible they ex 
pect to intercept them supposing them to be only the squadron first intended 
for the Canada expedition, and not dreaming of the addition that we are 
told by the prints is made to them under the command of Adm. Lestock.
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God grant they may find their mistake too late! You will see by my letters to 
your board what pains Mr. Shirley and I have taken to give Mr. Lestock in 
telligence, [of] which I hope their lordships will approve.

My former letters acquainted their lordships of my coming here to con 
cert measures for the execution of the [expedition] then intended against 
Canada. I always apprehended [it] could not be done with any prospect of 
success upon so short warning as was given to the colonies. The different 
and distant governments and legislatures that are to be consulted and must 
concur in an undertaking of such importance takes up a great deal of time. 
Those governments, [which] are remotest from the enemy, will not easily be 
brought [in] to [the extent of] their abilities. If the king thinks proper to 
attempt the reduction of Canada, I am persuaded a much greater force will 
be necessary than was intended this year. I believe it may be depended upon 
that the French fleet, now in these seas, have brought troops and stores for 
the colonies.

It is certain, if it was determined upon, that with 8,000 or 10,000 troops 
from England, a good fleet of ships, [and] the number of troops that might 
be raised in the colonies, we might take Canada. Unless his Majesty should 
lay his commands upon each colony to raise a certain number of men in 
proportion to the strength of each, under pain of the highest displeasure, it 
will be impossible to prevail upon them by any other means to do it. The 
colonies are poor; and the expense is what they stickle at.

I am therefore humbly of opinion that, if his Majesty would be at the 
whole expense of such an enterprise, men enough in conjunction with the 
above regular troops might be raised in the colonies to reduce Canada to his 
Majesty's obedience. In this case, after the expedition should be over, 
whatever part of the expense should be thought reasonable for the colonies 
to bear, and they could bear, should be laid upon them all in proportion to 
their several circumstances at an average. If they could not immediately pay 
their quotas, it should remain as a debt at the same interest which the 
government at home pays till they could do it conveniently.

I am persuaded, were I in England to assist in forming a plan for the 
reduction of Canada, I could from my knowledge of the colonies be of 
some use. I wait with great impatience for instructions, and flatter myself I 
shall have orders to put myself under Mr. Lestock's command. Though I 
assure your lordship my scorbutic disorder grows daily upon me, yet it 
would give me infinite satisfaction to have a share in the destruction of the 
French fleet.

The push they have made here, I presume, will convince the world what a 
value they set upon their territories on this continent. I assure your lordship, 
whoever thoroughly considers and knows their importance to any power
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that should have the possession of the whole (which now seems to be the 
struggle between the French and us) would think that no expense of blood 
or treasure would be adequate to it. It would be the most lasting and sure 
foundation for power at sea and almost universal monarchy. The reasons I 
could give you for what I suggest are too many to mention here.

We have, by modest computation, between 200,000 and 300,000 fighting 
men upon this continent. 1 The French by the highest have not above 40,000. 
Were this advantage on their side, they would not leave a British subject 
here in six months. Their increase in proportion to ours could not hurt us, if 
they had not surrounded us on the land side from the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
to [the] Mississippi in the Gulf of Mexico. By this means they have already 
and are daily adding such numerous nations of Indians to their interest as 
will in time drive us into the sea and be an immense source of wealth and 
power to them.

We have very few of the savages in our friendship. Those who are called 
the Six Nations and are by far the greatest number of them were wavering. 
By the influence of Mr. [William] Johnson, a nephew of mine that lives near 
them upon some land belonging to me, they were (as your lordship will 
please to observe by the enclosed paragraph of Gov. Clinton's letter to Gov. 
Shirley and me) prevailed upon to take up the hatchet (as they call it) and 
declare in our favour. I hope this service done by my nephew will, in your 
lordship's opinion, deserve some mark of his Majesty's approbation for his 
zeal on so important an occasion.

I will relieve your lordship at this time from the trouble of reading any 
more of my inaccurate scrawl. I only beg to be continued under your 
protection and patronage to merit, which is [my] highest ambition. My 
regards to Capt. Montagu.

P.S. I have a nephew (Capt. Tyrrell) who commands a ship in Mr. Lee's 
squadron at Antigua, and has behaved well. If it should fall in your 
lordship's way, when he returns to England, to give him a good sailing ship 
or more, I will be answerable for his courage and conduct. [He] will not dis 
honour your patronage. I must beg your lordship will solicit my return to 
England as soon as possible. We are now got to 4 Oct. [There is] no account 
of Mr. Lestock but a very sad one from Jamaica, as you may perceive by a 
print sent to Mr. Corbett. [It] informs us that the French convoy from 
Hispaniola have escaped a squadron of ours of superior force. It is 
generally thought the four French men of war that convoyed them will join 
the due d'Anville upon the coast of Nova Scotia. I blush for such behaviour. 
If [it is] as bad as represented, I hope justice will be exercised upon the per-

'Shirley's estimate was 340,000, 22 Aug. 1746, PRO, CO/5/36, fol. 170.
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sons that bring such infamy upon their country and corps. It may not 
prove as bad as it is reported, which I sincerely wish.

286. Clinton to Warren
New York, 4 Oct. 1746

SIR, I am just come home and [am in] no way fit to enter upon business, 
being much fatigued in my passage. I shall take the first opportunity of 
writing at large.

I shall only mention to you that, notwithstanding all calamities that have 
attended the Indians through malignities] and distempers, Mr. Johnson has 
assisted me in sending a party to Canada. The day before I left Albany, a 
few resolute fellows were dispatched to Crown Point. I expect good events 
from both.

Mr. Johnson has done great matters among the Indians, considering the 
commissioners at Albany had no hopes of them. I shall do him the justice to 
represent his service accordingly to the ministry. I have no hopes that 
the assembly will consider him, though he richly deserves their ack 
nowledgement. I have taken care he shall be no loser. We are all well, and 
our compliments wait on you, your lady and children.

287. Warren and Shirley to Townsend
Boston, 5 Oct. 1746

SIR, Since our joint letter of the 3rd instant [No. 284] to you and Mr. 
Knowles, which you will receive with this, we have been favoured with one 
from you of 23 Sept. [No. 278] by the sloop Fortune, Paul Bunker master, 
in answer to our joint letter of 12 Sept. to you and the governor, and one of 
the 16th [No. 273] to yourself. We find ours of the 21st [No. 275] to you 
was not them come to hand. We informed you [in it] that the public prints 
gave us room to hope that Adm. Lestock would soon be in these seas and 
dispel the French cloud that hovers over us. Lest that letter and the copies 
should miscarry (though sent by four different conveyances) we enclose you 
the paragraphs out of the said papers. By the packet you will herewith 
receive directed for Mr. Lestock (unless the Hind which carries it should 
fortunately meet him) you will see what pains we have taken to give him all
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the intelligence we had of the motions and situation of the French fleet. We 
considered [it a matter] of the greatest consequence, and as such took the 
liberty to recommend your sending some scouts with pilots to look for him 
from Louisbourg.

We are extremely glad to find you have dispatched a frigate [, the Rye,] 
to England and the Hinchinbroke to Annapolis upon this important oc 
casion. We shall, by several conveyances that now offer, give the ministry 
and Admiralty all the accounts we can of the enemy's motions. Mr. Warren 
has already apprised Adm. Davers [No. 283] and Commodore Lee of their 
fleet upon the coast of Nova Scotia. If, after the season shall be far ad 
vanced, [the French] should proceed to the West Indies, our islands and 
ships may be upon their guards.

It is possible the French may winter at Chebucto, and fortify that har 
bour the better to carry on their designs early in the spring. [They know] 
that the Nova Scotians and all the necessaries they have will be at their 
devotion, and that they will be ready to join them against Annapolis or in 
any other attempt if they have a tolerable prospect of success. We hope the 
fatal effects to Great Britain and the colonies which must attend the reduc 
tion of Annapolis by the French will excuse any impropriety in mentioning 
our fears for that garrison and Nova Scotia....

We shall not fail to give you an account of everything that shall occur to 
us for his Majesty's service or your own. Mr. Warren returns you thanks 
for the compliment you are pleased to make him. He hopes soon to be out 
of the state of suspense in which he has been, by receiving orders from 
England how to conduct himself.

288. Warren to Knowles
Boston, 6 Oct. 1746

DEAR SIR, I have the pleasure of yours dated Sept. without the day. 1 I am 
sorry to find [by it] you have any reason to complain of Mr. Townsend's 
behaviour to you, and that he does not pay the regard to your advice and 
opinion which I think it deserves. [It] would have great weight with me were 
I in his situation. I imagined, from his not answering my letters so punc 
tually as one might reasonably expect, that he did not like the matter of 
them or the liberty I took in giving my opinion. I really did both in 
friendship to him (whom I thought not so well acquainted with the state of

1 Not located; a private letter no doubt.



1746 339

affairs in this part of the world) as well as in regard to the king's service. I 
have in one of my letters hinted this to him with some resentment. I own I 
think the ministry, while a sea officer is governor of Louisbourg, should not 
send any superior to him there.

I am in no pain for you, the less [so] since you tell me you are in good 
spirits in the garrison. I think if the French intended to attack you, they 
would have made their appearance before now at your port. My fears are 
great for Annapolis and poor Spry. I wish you could prevail upon the 
admiral to send a ship to relieve or assist him, and that he would consider 
[that] she is the only ship allotted me to comply with any instructions I may 
receive. I imagine if Mr. Lestock comes to these seas, I shall be put under his 
command. [This] will give me great satisfaction, if by that means I should be 
so happy as to have some share in the destruction of the French fleet. The 
season is now far advanced, and [there is] no account of him.

It will be a piece of good conduct in Mr. Townsend to observe the 
motions of the enemy, lest they should winter at Chebucto, [which] I really 
believe they are fortifying. Your advice to him to send expresses to England 
and to the West Indies, to which place our fleet may have followed the 
French, is undeniably good. I have sent the particulars of our intelligence 
both to Mr. Lee and Mr. Davers [No. 283].

You will see in a print I sent Mr. Townsend what a scandalous piece of 
work a part of Mr. Davers' squadron under Commodore Michell has 
made. I assure you, my good friend, I blush for our corps, and am almost as 
much ashamed to show my face as if I myself were the actor of so dastardly 
a behaviour, unworthy [of] their country and the English name. If [it is] as 
represented, I hope the guilty will meet the justice due to such demerit. By 
Mr. Martin's quitting at home, I imagine the world [is] angry with him, or 
he with them.

Mr. Shirley and I have sent several scouts to meet Adm. Lestock with the 
intelligence we had of the strength and situation of the French fleet. As we 
apprehended it of great importance, we recommended it also to Mr. 
Townsend. The French have cruised off Cape Sambro, the common landfall 
for our ships from England to Louisbroug.... It is probable the enemy may 
cruise there for the squadron under Cotes as being much inferior to them 
not dreaming of Mr. Lestock. God grant this mistake may prove fatal to the 
French! As our squadron may separate by bad weather, it was, I believe 
you will allow, right to send scouts to meet them. I have sent to Douglass at 
Newfoundland all our intelligence.

If the French attack Annapolis only by land from Chebucto, and do not 
venture their ships into the Bay of Fundy and basin of Annapolis, I am in 
great hopes that place may be saved with very little assistance from Mr.
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Townsend. It is worthy his most serious consideration, after that of the 
safety of Louisbourg....

I never passed a more anxious or disagreeable life than since I left 
you—ever in suspense. I hope if I have not orders to put myself under Mr. 
Lestock's direction, I shall be ordered home. I shall be glad to receive your 
commands [there] and do you all the good offices in my power, for I assure 
you every spark of my former dispute is buried deep in oblivion.

P.S. I spared 4 pipes of Madeira for my friends at Louisbourg that came 
there from New York in the Torrington, I believe for Col. Warburton, Hop- 
son, Horsman & Capt. Douglass. You will oblige me, if you will inquire and 
take their bills for the same price you paid at Madeira. If the prize has very 
good white wine, send me a hundred. Mrs. Warren desires her compliments 
with mine to you and all friends.

289. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 10 Oct. 1746

DEAR SIR, Since enclosing my letter, which you will receive with this, I find 
by the English prints that Lord Sandwich is appointed on our part to join the 
Congress to be opened by the contending powers at Breda in order to [seek] 
a general accommodation. I find likewise by the prints that Louisbourg is 
likely to be a bone of great contention. Indeed if he importance of it is 
considered, it must be so. I sincerely wish it may be in our power to keep it. 
If the situation of our affairs and the events of war should oblige us to give 
it up, some equivalent for it upon this continent should, in my humble 
opinion, be insisted upon, though very unequal, to make the people as easy 
as possible under such disappointment. I cannot think of any but that of the 
enemy's giving up the French fort at Crown Point, which is certainly within 
the English bound, and carrying their imaginary circle (with which they 
have hemmed in all the colonies) further from our remote settlements. [The 
peace should] include the Indians on both sides ... and by some means for 
the future prevent that most inhuman and barbarous custom that the 
French have encouraged in the Indians of murdering and scalping both 
Christians and their own fellow savages whom they take in war. Putting 
Nova Scotia upon some footing, by removing the inhabitants who can never 
be faithful to our government, will be worthy of consideration, [as will! 
settling the fishery. If these hints can be of any service, use them as you 
think proper.

We wait with great impatience for Mr. Lestock. As it is probable the
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French may know this destination and send their fleet intelligence, they may 
be gone before he gets there, especially as we are told he put out and was 
forced back again. It would give me the greatest joy to have a share with 
him in the destruction of the French fleet. We have heard nothing of their 
motions but what I have told you in my public letters. If I am not put upon 
this service, I must earnestly wish to be ordered home to settle my public 
and private affairs, even if I should, next spring, be employed upon the 
Canada or any other expedition.

The state of suspense in which I have been for some time past has been 
extremely irksome to me. [It] has not at all contributed to the recovery of 
the scorbutic disorder with which I am and have been for a great while 
troubled.

I expect every hour to hear from the Chester and Mr. Lloyd, who was 
well at Annapolis on [21 Sept.] I have written in pressing terms to Mr. 
Townsend to relieve and send her to me, as I have now no other ship allotted 
me to execute any orders I may receive.

290. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 10 Oct. 1746

DEAR SIR, Since finishing my letter of this date, I am informed that Mr. 
[Jonathan] Belcher, who was formerly governor of this colony, is now ap 
pointed [to New] Jersey. He has a son [Andrew], registrar] of the Ad 
miralty here, a deserving man. It is thought he will give up that office and go 
to his father. If this should be the case (but not otherwise), I shall take it as a 
particular favour if you will recommend one Mr. Nathaniel Hatch to that 
office. He is bred to the law, and very well qualified for it.

291. Warren and Shirley to Newcastle
Boston, 12 Oct. 1746

MY LORD DUKE, In obedience to his Majesty's commands, signified to us 
by your grace's letter of [14] Mar. last [No. 197], [we have considered] 
what force may be necessary to be employed for the reduction of Canada to 
[his Majesty's obedience], and what number of men can be raised in the 
colonies for that purpose. [We are] to transmit our opinions to your grace 
for his Majesty's information.... [We] herewith send your grace a plan
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concerted upon the most mature consideration between us. If it should have 
the honour to meet with his Majesty's approbation, it will be highly 
necessary that the earliest notice should be sent to the several governments 
on this continent, enforcing their compliance with his Majesty's royal 
pleasure, and that they may have due time to make their preparations 
accordingly.

292. Plan for an Expedition against Canada 1
Boston, Oct. 1746

Eighteen ships of the line, none above 70 guns, with frigates, sloops, 
fireships, bomb ketches and tenders in proportion.

8,000 regular troops at least from England, with a large train of artillery, 
and necessaries of all kinds for carrying on a siege.

Twelve ships of the line, two of 70 guns, the rest of 60, with the frigates, 
sloops, fireships, transports, &c. to go up to Quebec.

Six ships of the line with two or three sloops and frigates to attend at and 
about Louisbourg and the mouth of the river St. Lawrence, to watch the 
motions of the enemy and to give those that go to Quebec intelligence or 
assistance, if necessary.

Twelve months' provisions for the whole armament, and four months' to 
be lodged at Louisbourg.

Materials for building wooded barracks for all the forces, if they should 
not be able to reduce the colony in one summer's campaign. Timber and 
wood is plentiful in Canada.

22,000 men to be raised in the colonies, in proportion to the number of in 
habitants in each. The governors [should] be empowered, if the quota of 
[each] government cannot be made up by voluntary enlistment, to [draft] 
from their militia, where that does not interfere with any charter. Where it 
does [so], direct the governors to recommend it to the assemblies within 
their respective governments in the most pressing terms to enable them by 
their vote to do [so].

12,000 of these men to proceed with the fleet to Quebec, and the remain 
ing 10,000 to be employed by land against Montreal, or otherwise, as shall 
be thought for the service of the expedition.

1 This so-called 'plan' was prepared in part from information supplied by John Stoddard 
and Theodore Atkinson in their joint letter to Shirley and Warren 17 Aug. 1746. For text see 
Nathaniel Bouton, ed., Provincial Papers: Documents and Records relating to the Province of 
New-Hampshire (Nashua: 1871), Vol. V, pp. 839-42.
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The generals and all other officers for the American troops to be made out 
of their own people, those that go by land [as well] as those that go by sea.

22,000 muskets, bayonets, cartridge boxes complete for the Americans, 
to be lodged after the expedition shall be over in the several colonies, in 
proportion to the number of men sent from each, as a magazine for any 
future service. The troops [are] to have, instead of those, such arms divided 
among them as shall be taken from the enemy in any of their magazines.

12,000 suits of regimental clothing for the Americans, 7,000 of which for 
those that go by sea and 5,000 for those by land. By [this] means they will 
make the appearance of regular troops. As they are all well acquainted with 
small arms, [they] will in fact soon be so.

The regimental clothing [is] not to be delivered to any of the Americans 
until they get into the enemy's country. A proper number of caps for 
grenadiers and other accoutrements proper for them will be necessary. It is 
humbly conceived that the marines belonging to the king's ships upon this 
occasion should have grenadiers' caps. Three-fourths at least of the seamen 
should have muskets, cutlasses and pistols, and all those belonging to the 
storeships, transports and victuallers, in order to act by land if necessary. It 
should be strongly recommended to the captains to teach their whole ships' 
crews the use of small arms and grenades. Each of the king's ships and large 
transports, &c., [should] have an extra anchor and cable, and as many 
carpenters and smiths as they can get with proper tools and a quantity of 
bar iron.

The Americans to be intermixed as little as possible, as the nature of 
things will admit, with the regulars from England.

The generals commanding in chief by land and sea to bear equal rank and 
a joint command. All the other general officers, both of land and sea, 
[should] be joined with them in council. The two chiefs [are] to have power 
to call any other field officers or captains of ships of war to assist in council 
for any particular occasion or during their pleasure.

6,000 pairs of snowshoes with as many moccasins, and 5,000 wood-axes 
or hatchets to be provided in New England for the use of the expedition.

All the ships and forces to be at the rendzvous off Louisbourg or Spanish 
River [Sydney] by 10 May at farthest, and to proceed from thence to the 
river St. Lawrence by the 25th, either in divisions or all together, as shall be 
thought most convenient. The rendezvous in that river to be at Tadoussac 
until the fleet shall all join. Some men of war and schooners to be sent as 
soon as the season will admit, to cruise in the river or anchor as high up as 
possible in it, to prevent the enemy's receiving succours from Europe or 
elsewhere before the fleet shall enter the river, by which means pilots may be
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made. A number of good sailing schooners or sloops [may keepj constant 
communication between the ships in the river and the fleet until they join.

One or two armed vessels from each of the colonies will be very useful.
Among the transports that carry their troops from the colonies, 50 or 60 

sloops and schooners, some of them of as little draught of water as possible, 
most (or all) of them well-filled with small carriage or swivel guns, will be 
absolutely necessary to act in the river both above and below Quebec as the 
service may require. [They may] either succour our troops that go by land, 
or bring them to join the main body, if thought proper.

Delay must necessarily attend applications from the respective governors 
of the colonies to their legislatures, if they are expected to bear a share in the 
expense of this expedition. [To prevent this we] humbly propose that the 
two generals commanding in chief by land and sea and the respective gover 
nors upon the continent be allowed and fully empowered to draw bills of ex 
change upon the Treasury of England for all such sums as may be necessary 
in any way for carrying on the expedition with secrecy, vigour and dispatch. 
The exchange and value of such necessaries as must be supplied in the 
colonies [should] be settled by the governors and their councils. [They], with 
their assemblies, should be informed that after the expedition shall be over, 
it will be expected that each government bear such a part of the expense of 
the expedition as shall be thought reasonable and adequate to their several 
circumstances, with as much tenderness and impartiality as they can wish or 
expect. This, it is conceived, would prevent delay—the bane of success in 
most of our enterprises.

A great quantity of coarse, warm clothing and linen should be sent 
[unsewn] with shoes and stockings for the use of the fleet and army. If [it is] 
not used, [it may be] sold in the colonies for the benefit of the crown, by 
which it will be no great loser, if any at all.

All the longboats belonging to his Majesty's ships and the transports that 
are to be employed on this expedition should be well fitted with oars and 
swivel guns. Their barges, pinnaces and yards should have swivel guns fixed 
in their stems to cover a landing or any other service for which they may be 
wanted.

It is humbly conceived that it would be of great encouragement to good 
behaviour if his Majesty would be graciously pleased to direct his generals 
by land and sea openly to declare that any of his Majesty's subjects, 
employed upon this expedition, who shall distinguish themselves by their 
courage and conduct shall be preferred agreeable to their abilities. Such 
rewards as his Majesty shall think proper [should] be given to the whole 
army and navy in case of success.

The quota from each of the colonies on the continent to make up the
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proposed 22,000 men, upon the best intelligence and knowledge of their 
numbers, should be as follows:

[By sea]
New Hampshire 1,000 500 
Massachusetts 4,000 2,000 
Rhode Island 1,000 1,000 
Connecticut 2,500 1,000 
New York 3,000 1,000 
New Jersey 1,500 500 
Maryland 1,500 1,500 
Pennsylvania 5,000 2,000 
Virginia, North Carolina

and South Carolina 2,500 2,500

22,000 12,000

The proportion of the levies of each colony proposed to go by sea to 
Quebec is contained in the enclosed list. The remainder of them lare] to go 
by land from Albany.

His Majesty's direction to the several governments for raising and punc 
tually sending them by the time appointed to the general rendezvous at 
Louisbourg or Spanish River should be upon pain of the highest displeasure. 
We are of the opinion the transports from the colonies should touch first at 
Louisbourg for orders, which may be lodged there by the commanders in 
chief if they should be at Spanish River.

A large quantity of ammunition, provisions and naval stores should be 
lodged at Louisbourg which, if not wanted in Canada, may serve other 
occasions.

It is conceived that considerable presents for the Indians in the French in 
terest as well as for those that may be employed in ours will be of very great 
service.

293. Warren to Knowles
Boston, 13 Oct. 1746

DEAR SIR, I have yours of 30 Sept., 1 and am sorry to find you have the least 
reason to be uneasy. It is a wrong step in the Admiralty to suffer the com 
mand of the squadron employed in these seas, and particularly attending

1 Not located.
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upon Louisbourg, to be under any command but that of the governor, llf he 
were] a sea officer, [he] would no doubt have an equal regard for its safety 
and for that of the sea at the same time.

I refer you to Mr. Shirley's and my joint letter to the admiral [No. 287] 
and you for news. You will find [by it that] Annapolis is the only place at 
present in danger. Therefore I hope Mr. Townsend will consider means to 
protect it. You and I know ships must be hazarded or they will never do ser 
vice. It is a pity, as his squadron has been so much in port, that he has not 
cleaned them by degrees. Had I not done so to the Hinchinbroke and the 
Hind here, the former with the garrison's money must have fallen into the 
enemy's hands, and indeed the admiral would not have had one vessel fit to 
reconnoitre the enemy. Surely, as you observe, the Vigilant and Torrington 
and every ship within reach, even from Virginia, should have been sent for?

I have apprised Douglass [No. 281] of the enemy's being at Chebucto, 
and sent a packet to Mr. Lestock in case the vessel that carried it meets the 
admiral on his way to Newfoundland. I desired Douglass or the com 
manding officer to send out a vessel to look for the admiral, and told them 
of what importance it was to meet him. Indeed both Mr. Shirley and I have 
done all we could to give Mr. Lestock the earliest notice of the enemy's 
motions and strength, that he might be better able to judge how to act. I 
hope he will have orders to take me under his command, and that if he 
meets any of our scouts he will send a light frigate for me [in] time enough 
to join him and be at the destruction of the French fleet. If he should not 
even do this, I will the instant I hear of his being in these seas, endeavour to 
get to him in the Massachusetts frigate. Mr. Shirley is so good as to offer 
me [it] upon that occasion.

I have offered my service in any shape to Mr. Townsend, and would have 
with pleasure gone to you and him in the Hind, had not the enclosed 
paragraph of his in a joint letter to Mr. Shirley and myself absolutely for 
bidden me, as I imagine. I have a very good regard for Mr. Townend and 
could serve with pleasure under him. You will find the due d'Anville is dead. 
I dare say their ships and troops [are] very sickly and much harassed by 
bad weather. Therefore it is not improbable but that an inferior force of our 
ships, had they been clean and in good order, might have disconcerted them 
in many if not most of their schemes. I have had a sprightly letter from poor 
Spry, 1 for whom I am in great pain, but hope the admiral will support him. I 
am told three ships of the line in that basin [would] keep out the whole force 
of France.

I could fill my paper to you if time would permit of it. I can only tell you 
I sincerely wish you well. I am miserable out of action at such a juncture,

1 Not located.
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though I assure you my scurbutic disorder grows daily upon me. Mrs. 
Warren joins in regards to you.

294. Warren to Sir John Norris
Boston, 13 Oct. 1746

HONOURED SIR, The expedition intended against Canada, in [which] I was 
to have had the sea command, is now entirely over for this year. I shall be 
extremely obliged to you, sir, if you will do me the favour to solicit my 
return to England as soon as possible to settle my own and the public ac 
counts. Since my arrival at this place, I have been employed in concerting 
measures with Gov. Shirley for better carrying on that expedition, in 
obedience to the directions I had from his grace the Duke of Newcastle and 
the lords of the Admiralty. From its being first proposed, I did not think it 
possible upon so short notice to the colonies to make the necessary 
preparations for an enterprise of such importance.

I find by the public prints that my friend Lord Sandwich is gone on our 
part to open the Congress of Breda with the ministers of the contending 
powers. The success of his negotiations there will probably put a period to 
the war, and with that to the scheme against Canada and all other hostile 
operations. I fear Cape Breton will be a bone of contention. I hope, as the 
possession of it is of greater consequence to us than is generally imagined, 
that it will not easily be given up. You will hear by the advices I have sent to 
the Admiralty what a step the French have taken to regain it, or to make new 
acquisitions upon this continent and to secure Canada. I hope while the Con 
gress are treating, the French do not steal the garrison of Annapolis and 
Nova Scotia from us. This motion of theirs shows what a value they set 
upon their possessions on this continent, which in time will be to the 
possessor a source of immense wealth and naval power, upon which the 
support of Great Britain almost entirely depends.

We are made to hope by the English papers that Mr. Lestock is coming 
into these seas after the French. God grant he may be here soon enough to 
prevent their schemes taking place, and to destroy their fleet! I hope I shall 
receive orders to put myself under his command and share with him in their 
destruction. The season is now so far advanced as to make the navigation 
here very uncertain and dangerous.

The ship waiting for my letter obliges me to conclude abruptly. Mrs. 
Warren joins with me in our best wishes and regards to your family. She 
sets out this week for New York, whither I shall follow her the latter end of
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this month, unless in the meantime I should receive orders that may alter my 
measures. My respect to Lord Aylmer, Mrs. Norris, Mr. Fortescue and their 
families.

295. Townsend to Warren and Shir ley
Pembroke, Louisbourg harbour, 13 Oct. 1746

GENTLEMEN, I take the opportunity by Mr. John Clark of the Neptune 
schooner, who sails for Boston, to acquaint you with what has happened 
since 1 Oct.

Mr. Knowles has thought proper to take off the embargo. All the tran 
sports and most of the trade left this place the 8th instant in the afternoon 
under convoy of the Aldborough. Her captain received my orders to see 
them to the several colonies and Virginia in safety and so proceed to his 
station. His ship [is] of very little use [here] and it would have been of great 
prejudice and hazard to the trade in general to have suffered them to go 
without convoy.

I have the pleasure to tell you that very little remains to be done to the 
fortifications of Louisbourg. It [is] now in a much better state of defence 
than ever it was. That we might [know] what the enemy are doing at 
Chebucto, Mr. Knowles dispatched a flag of truce to the due d'Anville with 
40 prisoners my cruisers have taken at times ... to represent the cruel treat 
ment the party he sent to lie St. Jean met with. [He] requested an exchange 
of those taken and justice on the authors of so foul an action. Capt. [Hugh] 
Scott who then commanded the party belonging to this garrison, is gone in 
the said schooner. [He] will be able to represent it in a proper light. As we 
may reasonably expect the due to be man of honour, I hope he will do 
justice in this case.

The 11th instant after [3:00 p.m.] a small ship appeared to the southward 
of the town, the wind being easterly. [She] took a view of the same, and im 
mediately bore away to the westward. By [this] we conjecture she came 
from Chebucto, by way of return for the vessel you sent. It being his 
Majesty's coronation day, the ships had all their colours displayed. By [this] 
she perceived we were very gay and not at all dismayed at the due's being in 
the neighbourhood. I imagine the said ship is returned to Chebucto with an 
account of the observation the captain made.

The ships under my command are formed in a complete line, in case the 
due should do us the honour of a visit.

If any ships should be sent from Boston, it will be proper [that] they haul 
well to the southward to avoid any cruisers of the enemy, which I presume 
lie not far from the coast.
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Capt. Craven doubtless is arrived. [He] sailed [on 20 Sept. I for Great 
Britain. No ship is as yet arrived from thence.

On looking [over] the state of the ships under my command, I observe 
with concern that they are short of complement 400 men. There is no 
possibility of my getting any at this place. Could you assist the service by 
sending hither a number in some measure to make up the deficiency?

I shall be very glad to hear from you soon, and to know how affairs go at 
Annapolis Royal, if the due has made any attempts yet.

P.S. I have heard nothing of the Hind since she left this place. How have 
you disposed of her?

296. Warren to Anson
Boston, 14 Oct. 1746

SIR, I received great pleasure by seeing in the public prints that you are 
promoted in your flag and at the head of our channel cruisers. I heartily 
wish I had the honour to serve under your command. In order thereto, I 
shall be obliged to you if you will solicit my return home as soon as possible. 
I hear my friend Lord Sandwich is gone [on our part] to open a Congress at 
Breda in conjunction with the ministers of the contending powers, in order 
to restore peace to Europe. If he succeeds, a period will be put to all our 
hostile operations.

You will learn by my public letters that the Brest fleet are come into these 
seas. I hope [they] will not be able to attempt anything but Annapolis, and 
that they will be disappointed there, especially as Mr. Lestock, we are made 
to hope, is coming after them.... Mr. Knowles writes me that they are all 
well at Louisbourg. Mr. Townsend [is] there with his squadron. The garrison 
[is] in so good a posture of defence as to be in no terror or apprehension of 
the least danger from the due d'Anville's mighty armament. It is said the due 
is dead and I believe it true.

The liberty I took with you in appointing you one of my attorneys I hope 
has given you no more trouble than I designed. My intention was that 
Messrs. Baker should take all that upon them. I will tire your patience no 
longer.

297. Warren and Shirley to Gov. Wentworth
Boston, 14 Oct. 1746

SIR, Your excellency is sensible, from your own knowledge, of the exceed 
ing great importance which the preservation of his Majesty's garrison at
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Annapolis Royal from falling into the enemy's hands at this juncture is to 
his service. The province under your command in particular has [much] at 
stake upon it. The security of his Majesty's woods, with the care of which 
you are in a most special manner entrusted, depends upon it. So much has 
been said upon this subject in a former letter to your excellency that we need 
only just mention it here. 1

The chief reason of our troubling you with this is to inform you that, by 
late advices from Mr. Mascarene, we have the pleasure to hear that the 
three companies lately sent from hence by Mr. Shirley are safely arrived at 
Annapolis, and most seasonably for the succour of the garrison. Within two 
miles of [it] the enemy formed their camp and hoisted their flag on the 3rd 
instant. Several skirmishes have since happened between the French and 
New England troops. We have the greatest reason to hope that, if the gar 
rison is further strengthened with 800 or 1,000 more men (which Mr. 
Mascarene presses hard for) that such a reinforcement, together with the 
defence afforded by his Majesty's ship Chester (put there by Mr. Warren) 
may entirely baffle the enemy's attack this year and save the province. Nay, 
we do not doubt it.

Mr. Shirley is accordingly dispatching from hence with all possible speed 
400 or 500 men more to the garrison's assistance. It is impracticable for him 
to send more, [even] if he can [send] that number. [He is] under 
engagements to reserve the remainder for Crown Point by agreement with 
the assembly and Gov. Clinton. We must in the most earnest manner 
recommend it to your excellency forthwith to send what levies you can from 
your government to Mr. Mascarene upon this most important service, with 
your two armed vessels. [This] will be of singular use to the garrison in mak 
ing descents up the river and at Minas while the season continues for it....

As to the late alarms given by the appearance of the French armament 
upon Cape Sable's shores, our last accounts from thence have so dissipated 
it that we have dismissed all our apprehensions concerning their visiting any 
part of New England, as does everybody else. Mr. Shirley is drawing off all 
the extra men from Castle Island and the fort there. We hope that will not 
hinder your excellency from sending a number of men forthwith to An 
napolis. If you do not think fit to spare more than 200, that number would 
be of great service, provided they are sent in time.

Mr. Shirley has profited himself of the late alarm in the same manner you 
have done, by increasing the works at Castle William 2 and Government 
Island beyond what he could possibly [have done] without it.

1 See Warren and Shirley to Wentworth, 25 Aug. and 12 Sept. 1746. For texts see Lincoln, 
ed., Correspondence of William Shirley, Vol. I, pp. 342-5, 351-3.

2 Island at entrance to Boston harbour.
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P.S. Mr. Warren is preparing to send the Bien Aime to Annapolis for lits 
further protection], if she can possibly be sent in time. We doubt [she canj, 
because she must first unload her masts, so the thing is not certain.

298. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 5 and 15 Oct. 1746

SIR, The vessel [has] not sailed as I expected with my packet to 4 Oct. I add 
this to it to acquaint their lordships that, by letters from Louisbourg of [23] 
Sept., I am informed that Mr. Townsend's squadron and all were well there, 
and in a good posture of defence. They had seen nothing of the French fleet 
at that time. From [this] it is the more reasonable to conclude their first and 
principal views are to take Annapolis and Nova Scotia, and to send suc 
cours and stores to Quebec.

We have heard nothing further from Gov. Mascarene since his letter of 
21 Sept., when they were well there, as I told you in my former. If the 
enemy do not venture their ships into the Bay of Fundy and basin of 
Annapolis, it appears to me that their intention is to attack that garrison by 
land from Chebucto. It is believed they are fortifying [that harbour]. It is 
not impossible but they may winter there, if they have any grand designs to 
execute next spring. Mr. Townsend will, no doubt, watch their motions.

I send you a declaration which seems, from former circumstance, to 
carry the appearance of truth. By [it] you will see that four ships were met 
with on 22 Sept. near Sable Island. Though the declarants say one of them 
had Terrible written on her stern, it is most likely they were mistaken, and 
that she was the Invincible. 1 We know she was one of the four ships of war 
that I informed you had escaped Commodore Michell near Hispaniola. By 
several accounts [they] were said to be ordered to join the due d'Anville 
upon the coast of Nova Scotia, after having seen their convoy to the north 
ward of the islands. As we had also an account of six ships that were to 
join the due from Toulon, it is not impossible but these may be some of 
them.

As we have no account of the arrival at Louisbourg of the Comet bomb 
and her tender, who were seen some time ago near Canso, I am afraid they 
may have fallen into the enemy's hands.

1 Neither ship was in d'Anville's squadron, which consisted of Northumberland (70), 
I'Ardent (64), le Mars (64), VAlcide (64), la Boree (64), le Leopard (64), le Tigre (50), 
le Caribou (50), le Diamant (56), la Renommee (36), la Megere (30), la Mutine (24). 
2 sloops, 2 bombships, a hospital ship and 15 troop transports. See Fregault, 'L'expedition du 
due d'Anville', pp. 43-4. Compare with the lists which Townsend and Warren received, PRO, 
CO/5/44, fol. 187, CO/5/901, fol. 44, 60.
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On the 11th instant, one of the scouts sent out by Gov. Shirley and me to 
reconnoitre the enemy arrived here. The master looked into the harbour of 
Chebucto near Cape Sambro upon the coast of Nova Scotia. [He] saw a 
number of ships, but could not distinguish how many or what force they 
were, but one of them had a white flag at her fore topmasthead. Before he 
could make any further discovery, he was chased by some boats and a 
sloop. In pursuance of our orders, [he] went immediately to Louisbourg to 
acquaint Adm. Townsend and Gov. Knowles with what he had seen. [HeI 
brings letters from them dated 30 Sept., when all was well there. The Comet 
bomb and her tender arrived, and none of the enemy's ships had appeared 
off their coast.

Gov. Shirley and myself have, in obedience to his Majesty's command 
signified to us by his grace's letter of 14 Mar. last [No. 197], sent a plan for 
an expedition against Canada. Their lordships will please to be referred [to 
it] [No. 293]....

I send you a copy of a letter and list of the French fleet, which I received 
the 11th instant from New York. You will please to observe I was mistaken 
when I told you I apprehended the Invincible was one of the squadron that 
escaped Commodore Michell. It appeared by the list that it was the 
Terrible, as the declaration of 22 Sept. sets forth. [This], no doubt, with the 
other three ships of M. Conflans' squadron, mentioned in the list, have 
joined the due's fleet [No. 302].

One of our scouts arrived on the 12th from Annapolis, with letters from 
thence [as] late as 8 Oct. informing us that the enemy's troops ([how many,] 
they could not tell) had appeared and hoisted their standard within about a 
mile and a half of the garrison. None of their ships had then appeared. Mr. 
Mascarene had taken two French prisoners. [They] informed him that three 
ships of the line sailed some days before with several transports from 
Chebucto in order to go into the basin of Annapolis. Gov. Shirley and I, 
upon this, have dispatched a vessel immediately to acquaint Adm. Town- 
send of the enemy's motions and designs. [We] recommended Annapolis to 
him as the only place now in danger.

The French prisoners declare that the due d'Anville died soon after he got 
to Chebucto. The fleet were much shattered by bad weather, and two large 
ships of theirs were lost upon Sable Island. The crew of one of them 
perished. They do not know [if] they were ships of war. Part of the crew of 
one ship, laden with wine, brandy and other stores for Canada that was cast 
away on that island, were carried to Louisbourg by an English vessel.

The account that our scout from Chebucto brings of his having seen but 
one flag there, and that at the fore topmasthead, corroborates with that 
from Annapolis of the due d'Anville's death. [He] wore his flag at the main.
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I send you the intelligence I have extracted from all the letters I have 
received from Annapolis and Louisbourg. I have this day been informed 
that all was well at the latter the 9th instant. Adm. Townsend had dis 
charged the transports that brought the Gibraltar troops to that garrison, 
and sent them under convoy of his Majesty's ship Dover to Virginia.

As I had heard nothing of Mr. Lestock the 7th instant, and as the Hind 
was clean, I did not think proper to keep her any longer here. I dispatched 
her to Adm. Townsend at Louisbourg, that he might employ her to procure 
intelligence.

[I heard the 13th instant] that Capt. Taylor of his Majesty's ship Fowey 
had brought under his convoy to New York three companies of the 
American forces from Maryland and one from Virginia. I sent him orders 
to proceed and cruise without a moment's loss of time between Sable Island 
and Newfoundland in hopes of meeting Adm. Lestock, till 13 Nov. He isj 
then to call at Louisbourg for Adm. Townsend's further directions. I recom 
mend it to the admiral as my opinion that, if it should not be absolutely 
necessary to employ him on any other service, he should be dispatched 
again to his station at Virginia.

Gov. Shirley and myself have used all the means in our power to give Mr. 
Lestock, if he [comes] to these seas, intelligence of the enemy. There are 
now cruising for him the two Rhode Island and Connecticut colony sloops, 
a brig of this government, four other hired sloops and schooners and some, 
we hope, from Adm. Townsend. We have also by joint letters solicited all 
the neighbouring governments to send succours to Annapolis.

I am in great pain for Mr. Lestock's fleet lest they should be separated by 
the bad weather too common on this coast so late in the fall. If he does not 
arrive before the end of this month, I shall give over all hopes of seeing him. 
[If] I receive no orders to alter my measures, I propose to go to the several 
governments upon the continent as far westward as Pennsylvania and 
perhaps to Virginia to concert with them the matters directed by his grace 
the Duke of Newcastle and their lordships in their instructions to me of 13 
and 14 Mar. last.

Gov. Shirley has undertaken to apprise his grace the Duke of Newcastle 
of every circumstance necessary for his grace's information. Their lordships 
will be informed [by him] of anything that may have slipped my 
observation.

The governor and council here have applied to me to let the Bien Aime go 
immediately to Annapolis with a reinforcement of 300 men for that gar 
rison. They apprehend that [this] may be the saving of it, with the addition 
of the ship to the Chester and Shirley, frigate now there. I have therefore 
consented to it. [I am more] ready because the builder that fitted her here
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thinks she is too old and not fit to venture masts to the West Indies. Those 
that she was to carry shall be sent both to Antigua and Jamaica in large 
merchant ships. I hope their lordships will approve of my conduct herein, as 
I have no other view in it than securing to his Majesty that important gar 
rison and the colony of Nova Scotia.

It is represented to me from Annapolis that a very fine slip may be made 
there at a moderate expense. Ships of any draught of water may be shored 
upright between two wharfs, as in a dock, and cleaned in one tide. The water 
rises there 30 feet at spring and 20 at neap tides.

I am also informed that there are very good and large masts to be got ex 
ceedingly cheap in that river. An instance of [this] their lordships will please 
to observe in the cost of the Shirley frigate. It would be easier, cheaper and 
quicker cleaning ships at that place in the summer, where there would be no 
danger of desertion, than anywhere in the other colonies. I am humbly of 
opinion that it is worth their lordships' consideration, especially as masts for 
the navy may be gotten there.

The frequent resorting of the king's ships there would not only give 
countenance and protection to that garrison and colony and to the fish 
trade, but would encourage the settlement of that country. In the hurricane 
season, if the ships that wanted cleaning at the Windward Islands were sent 
as convoys to the northward, they might clean and return fit for service in 
less time, at less expense, and probably without the loss of a man by death 
or desertion, more easily to the ships than they can do it by heaving down at 
Antigua.

299. Warren and Shirley to Newcastle
Boston, 16 Oct. 1746

MY LORD DUKE, About ten weeks ago, Brig. Gen. Gooch signified to us (as 
he did to Gov. Clinton and we believe to other governors of the colonies 
concerned in the intended expedition for the reduction of Canada) that he 
was disabled by extreme indisposition of body to take upon him the com 
mand of the American forces designed to penetrate the enemy's country by 
land from Albany in that expedition, according to the appointment with 
which his Majesty had been pleased to honour him. He thereupon desired 
that either Mr Shirley or Sir William Pepperrell would take that command 
upon [him.] Mr. Shirley [thought] the execution of it inconsistent with the 
other parts of his Majesty's service in which he is engaged, and therefore 
improper for him to take upon himself. Sir William Pepperrell likewise 
[thought] it improper for him to do it. Mr. Clinton, at the same time with the
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knowledge and, [it appears,] with the approbation of his council, desired us 
to nominate an officer for that command.

In the absence of Lieut. Gen. St. Clair, the necessity of his Majesty's ser 
vice requires there should be a commander in chief appointed for the expedi 
tion against Crown Point (which we mentioned to your grace in former 
letters) [which] was then designed to be entered upon [forthwith]. [We have] 
nominated for the before mentioned command Brig. Gen. Waldo. [He] 
served in that rank under a commission from Gov. Shirley on the late ex 
pedition against Louisbourg. [He] has now the command of a regiment con 
sisting of 1,500 men, raised in this province for the expedition against 
Canada, part of which is appointed to serve against Crown Point.

We judge this gentleman, on account of his military rank and services at 
Louisbourg (in which he gained experience and a considerable reputation, 
together with the esteem of the American officers and soldiers in general) 
and his abilities and most indefatigable application to his Majesty's service, 
has the best pretentions to this command, and was the most fit to take upon 
him the execution of it. We accordingly nominated him for it, and hope it 
may prove to his Majesty's acceptance and for the advantage of his service. 
Of all [this] we have the honour to advise your grace.

300. Warren to Clinton
Boston, 20 Oct. 1746

DEAR SIR, I have the honour of your favour of the 4th instant [No. 286]. I 
congratulate you on your safe return to your family, and on the success of 
your negotiations with the Indians. You are pleased to say my nephew 
Johnson has been serviceable to you [in this]. I hope you will [be so] always, 
and I am sure I shall.

I have heard nothing further of Adm. Lestock than what the public prints 
tell us. If he does not arrive at all this month, nor any orders that shall alter 
my present intentions, I propose to kiss your hand at New York about the 
middle of next month. Mrs. Warren sets out the middle of this week.

I am in pain for Annapolis, though Gov. Shirley and I have done all in 
our powers to support it. [We] have recommended it in the strongest terms 
to Adm. Townsend, who need not be under any apprehensions about 
Louisbourg. All was well there the 10th instant and at Annapolis the 8th, 
though the enemy had appeared near the garrison and hoisted their stan 
dard. I am in hopes, if their ships do not venture into the Bay of Fundy to 
attack the garrison, that the succours sent there already and those preparing
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for that service will secure it this time. I am extremely hurried, which is the 
only excuse I can plead for this inaccurate scrawl.

301. Warren to Spry
Boston, 21 Oct. 1746

DEAR SPRY, I wrote to you a few days ago 1 by a sloop, to which I refer. 
Capt. Parish carries this with a reinforcement of troops for the garrison. 
[He] is to follow your orders for the protection of it while lit is] in any 
danger from the enemy. I hope you have ere this a reinforcement of troops 
from Mr. Townsend. I pressed him upon that head, that as you were the 
only ship under my command, you might come to me. I suppose you have 
received orders from him by the Hinchinbroke. I am still in doubt what I 
shall do, waiting with great anxiety for orders.

In my last I wrote about the wharf. When you see Capt. Parish's orders, 
you will observe if his ship should be found unfit for service, which was 
apprehended, and was a great inducement to me to comply with the gover 
nor and council's desire to send her to you. She may be serviceable in the 
protection of Annapolis, and afterwards, if condemned, in making one side 
of the wharf. [This], I think, (as she was thought too weak to carry masts 
this season to the West Indies) will be the best end she can make.

I am in a good deal of pain about you, if the enemy venture their ships 
into the basin. Be the [outcome] of this affair as it will, I am persuaded your 
conduct through the whole will be such as all the world will approve. My 
service to all your officers, and believe me with great truth, dear Spry, your 
faithful friend and servant.

P.S. Excuse me to Capt. [Edward] How, Mr. Sheriff, and Mr. Cowley for 
not writing. [I am] extremely hurried. Mrs. Warren sets out tomorrow for 
New York.

302. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 23 Oct. 1746

SIR, Last night the enclosed declaration of the motions of the enemy's fleet, 
to which I refer, was taken upon oath before Gov. Shirley and myself. As 
the declarant is a man of good character and probity [according to] Mr. 
Shirley, I believe what he declares of his own knowledge may be entirely 
depended upon for truth. It is very late, and extremely dangerous going into 

1 Not located.
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the Bay of Fundy and basin of Annapolis. Should the enemy succeed in it, 
there is little or no room to hope the garrison can hold out long. The Bien 
Aime was just going thither with a reinforcement, but what alteration this 
change in affairs may make must depend upon the result of a consultation 
with Gov. Shirley and his council, with whom I am to meet this day for that 
purpose. I find the enemy have not fortified the harbour of Chebucto, as 
was imagined.

Gov. Shirley and I shall immediately dispatch a vessel to look into An 
napolis, that we may be certain whether the enemy have got into the basin 
or not, and another to Louisbourg with a copy of this declaration to Mr. 
Townsend, though it is probable he knows as much of the enemy already by 
his flag of truce as he can learn [from us.] I do not find that the Terrible with 
the three other ships of war under the command of M. Conflans (mentioned 
in my former letters [No. 298] to have been met near Sable Island, 22 Sept., 
from the West Indies) have joined the late due d'Anville's fleet. What can 
become of them I cannot conceive.

Surely if Mr. Lestock is coming here, he may be hourly expected? I shall 
wait with the greatest anxiety till I hear of him, or till the season shall be so 
far advanced as to make it impracticable for ships to act in these seas 
(which is now very near at hand). Indeed we have already had very severe 
gales of wind. I wish (if he was on his passage) his fleet may not admit of 
my adding more than to assure their lordships that I shall concert every 
measure with Gov. Shirley for better frustrating the enemy's schemes. I only 
wish it was in my power to do it effectually, notwithstanding my ill state of 
health. None of the scouts sent out to cruise for Mr. Lestock are yet 
returned. If they meet him, and he has orders to take me under his com 
mand, I flatter myself he will, I hope as I have desired it, that he will dis 
patch a light frigate for me. I will with pleasure join him without a moment's 
loss of time.

Should the enemy's fleet get into Annapolis and make themselves masters 
of the garrison with such a land force as they are said to have, before Mr. 
Lestock's arrival in these seas, I apprehend it will be very difficult dis 
possessing them, though his naval force should be superior to theirs. If this 
should be the case, it will be hard to determine what measures to take. I am 
of opinion [that], if the enemy's fleet should winter at Annapolis (which I 
am informed will be very hazardous for them to do, by means of the ice and 
rapid stream there) Mr. Lestock should [himself winter] at Chebucto, and 
make that the rendezvous for assembling all the forces the colonies can 
raise, in order to attack the French as early as possible in the spring, both by 
land and sea.

It seems now to be a struggle between the French and us, who shall be
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masters of this continent. I humbly conceive nothing can contribute more to 
our being so than encouraging as many people as possible from the Protes 
tant parts of Germany to settle in the colonies. They make very good sub 
jects, without draining either Great Britain or Ireland of their people.

303. Warren to Corbett
Boston, 24 Oct. 1746

SIR, [I had finished] my letter of yesterday's date, with Saunders' declaration 
relating to the French fleet, [when] the flag of truce mentioned therein (that 
was sent from Louisbourg to Chebucto, commanded by Capt. Scott of one 
of the Gibraltar regiments) arrived here. In another vessel, from two 
gentlemen, (who were taken on their way from Carolina to England by the 
due d'Anville's fleet some days before they got upon the coast of Nova 
Scotia) I collected the enclosed intelligence, to which I refer. You will 
observe they differ very much from that given by Saunders, as to the 
number of troops. I am apt to believe they were not so numerous as 
Saunders says, not quite so few as the Carolina gentlemen imagine....

Capt. Scott sails for Louisbourg tomorrow, by whom I shall transmit 
copies of these dispositions to Adm. Townsend. You will be pleased to take 
notice that, by them, four ships of the line of the French fleet parted from 
the others in a gale near the coast of Nova Scotia, and are thought to be 
gone to the West Indies in distress. The four ships under the command of 
M. Conflans, mentioned in my former to have been seen 22 Sept. near Sable 
Island, had not joined the late due's fleet, [and] were eight capital ships 
weaker than they expected. Therefore (as I find they have intercepted some 
letters from Gov. Shirley and me to Adm. Townsend and Mr. Knowles, and 
newspapers that mention our daily expectation of Mr. Lestock's arrival in 
these seas with a great force) I hope they will not be so ready to go to An 
napolis in their bad condition. I [have learned] of their resolution [of at 
tacking] that place, in opposition to M. d'Estourmel (who succeeded to the 
command after the due's death, and is said to be since dead himself), was 
taken before they had heard that Mr. Lestock was coming after them. 
Indeed their declaring their intention of going to Annapolis to the English 
prisoners, and dismissing them near Cape Sable, gives room to suspect that 
they do not care who knows where they are.

I must own I cannot think the force they have at present so great as not 
to make it necessary to keep their intentions secret. However I may be mis 
taken in this conjecture. But upon it the governor and council here join with 
me in thinking it proper to send the Bien Aime with the other vessels, that
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have a reinforcement on board for the garrison of Annapolis, to a harbour 
called Passamaquoddy [St. Croix], on the north shore opposite to it. iThey] 
are to remain there until the scout we send to Annapolis to reconnoitre, shall 
acquaint them whether or not the French have got into the basin. If not, 
then the Bien Aime and other vessels [will] make the best of their way 
thither and land their forces. For though the French fleet may not go there 
nor send any of the troops from France, it is probable they may have 
prevailed [upon] the Canadians and Indians (even the Nova Scotians 
[Acadians]) to attack the garrison. In this case it will be absolutely 
necessary to give it all the protection possible, while there remains the least 
appearance of danger.

While I had my pen in my hand writing this, a vessel arrived express from 
Annapolis with letters from Gov. Mascarene and Capt. Spry (as late as the 
20th instant). 1 We find that all was well there, that not one of the enemy's 
ships had appeared, but that the French and Indians, they had mentioned 
before to us, were still about the garrison. I do not hear that they had any 
cannon or had much molested them. As the French fleet sailed the 13th 
from Chebucto and had not got to Annapolis by the 20th (nor any of them 
seen by the vessel from thence), it strengthens my former opinion that they 
will not venture to go there.

304. Warren to Pepperrell
Boston, 24 Oct. 1746

SIR, I received directions from the ... Admiralty by letter from the Hon. 
Thomas Corbett, their secretary, dated 13 Mar. last [No. 195], to build four 
ships of war in New England (two of them 44 and two of 24 guns). I con 
ceive this will be a great service to New England as well as to Great Britain, 
if such ships can be built faithfully and with as much frugality as possible 
without imposing on the crown. If it should be found that the king can build 
as good ships in his colonies cheaper than in England, it is not improbable 
that it may induce his Majesty to continue his favour to them, as they 
abound in proper materials for that purpose.

I have not time to put their lordships' orders upon this head into execu 
tion myself. [As I am] well assured of your integrity, ability and regard for 
the king's service, I take the liberty to transmit you a copy of the directions I 
have received, and a contract usually made in England between the com 
missioners of the navy and shipbuilders for your better guidance in this 
affair, and the dimensions of a ship of 44 guns, with the proper scantlings of

1 Not located.
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the timber of which she is to be built. I must pray your favour, on behalf of 
the government, if you will be so good to undertake this trouble. Procure and 
employ the best builders and draftsmen for building one such ship at Piscata- 
qua, following the directions of the Admiralty and keeping to the contract as 
punctually as possible. Acquaint the commissioners of the Navy of your 
proceedings from time to time UettingJ them know how soon the said ship 
will probably be finished, and what materials and stores should be sent from 
England in order to their sending all such. I believe they may do so at an 
easy rate by the mast ships.

I have informed the Admiralty that for such ships as his Majesty should 
be pleased to build in the colonies (as they will probably be sent to England 
with convoy, if the war continues) one tier of guns for the upper decks and 
a few men more than enough to sail them will be sufficient. They may then 
go home laden with naval stores, which will be a saving to the crown. You 
will be so good to put the Navy Board in mind of this proposal in time, so 
that you may have their directions, if they approve of your getting a lading 
for the said 44 gun ship.

The reputation of the colonies will be greatly [concernedj in the faithful 
discharge of this trust. I persuade myself you will use your utmost 
endeavours to see that it will be well-executed in every particular under your 
directions. You will please to let me know from time to time how the ship 
goes on, and at how much money you agree per ton.

As soon as I receive the favour of your answer, I will acquaint the Ad 
miralty and Navy Board therewith, in order that your drafts upon the latter 
at the several periods fixed by contract may be duly honoured.

P.S. If you think it necessary to have the model of the ship from England, 
you will, while the timber [is being] procured, have time to write to the sur 
veyor of the navy about it. I am informed his Majesty's ship Falkland of 50 
guns was formerly built at Piscataqua. 1

305. Townsend to Warren and Shirley
Pembroke, Louisbourg harbour, 24 Oct. 1746

GENTLEMEN, By his Majesty's sloop Hind, Capt. Robertson, who arrived 
here 19 Oct., I have received your joint letters of 21 Sept. [No. 275] and 3

1 The Falkland was indeed built at Piscataqua by T. Holland in 1690. Warren served in 
her as lieutenant between 1723 and 1726 in the West Indies.
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and 5 Oct. [Nos. 284, 287], with the papers therein mentioned. U have] also 
a duplicate of a joint letter, dated 16 Sept. [No. 273], received and 
acknowledged before.

Lest my last of the 13th instant [No. 295], by Mr. John Clark of the 
Neptune schooner (which gave an account of everything worth your being 
acquainted with to that time) should not come to hand, I herewith send you 
a duplicate thereof. Since [then] the Hinchinbroke, Capt. Townley, is arrived 
with the intelligence I enclose you. You will perceive that the enemy are 
retired from Chebucto. They have not appeared in these parts. If you have 
heard nothing of them at Boston nor from Annapolis Royal, I shall take it 
for granted we shall hear no more of them in these parts this year. If we may 
depend upon the intelligence we have received, they are gone off in a 
miserable, shattered condition, having lost their due and a great many men, 
a very considerable number remaining sick. Soon after they put out of 
Chebucto, they were overtaken by a violent gale of wind, which sprung the 
ship's mainmast and bowsprit and broke her fore yard. She was in such 
imminent danger that they were obliged to throw over four of her guns, by 
which we may judge the enemy suffered not a little.

I have received letters from Gov. Mascarene, Capt. Spry and Capt Rous, 
of 3, 4, and 5 Oct., 1 acquainting me with the posture of affairs they were in 
at that juncture. The Canadians had appeared ... a mile and a half from the 
garrison, and hoisted a white flag. On the garrison's firing a shot, and Capt. 
Spry one of his lower tier, they thought fit to retire a greater distance, and 
hoisted it again. Capt. [John] Gorham [took] two prisoners, by which he had 
information of the number of Canadians that were in the neighbourhood, 
that the due d'Anville was dead, and that two of the enemy's men of war 
were lost on Sable Island; the crew of one entirely perished, the other being 
saved. The last part of the news I apprehend want confirmation, as I had a 
pilot of a vessel which was driven ashore there in that storm. I am informed 
another of the crew was taken off by a schooner of Boston, and has been 
examined by Mr. Shirley, and I believe tallies with what I say.

I am sorry for the accident that befell the Shirley frigate, Capt. Rous. 
[He] dispatched a schooner to me for powder, cordage and other stores he 
stood in need of. The vessel sailed hence the 4th instant, and I hope is 
arrived safe. By a letter that came with the others from Annapolis, Capt 
Rous informs me the ship is pretty well completed, but that he must make 
good the stores he has taken up there.

P.S. Mr. Clark of the Neptune sailed hence the 16th instant. 

1 See PRO, ADM/1/480, pp. 677-80, 685-6, 693-4.
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306. Warren to Townsend
Boston, 25 Oct. 1746

DEAR SIR, .... I am strongly solicited from South Carolina [No. 256] to 
think how much their trade is exposed for want of a station ship, presuming, 
I suppose, that I have the command of the squadron, in which they are mis 
taken. I think it proper to apprise you of it, that you may send them such 
relief as you shall judge proper. I forgot in my last to tell you that Capt. 
Scott informs me that when the French fleet left Chebucto, the admiral gave 
several prize schooners, &c., to the Canadians and Indians. [They] will, if 
not soon destroyed, no doubt fit them out to intercept the communication 
between this place and Louisbourg, and indeed all the colonies. I hope you 
will pardon my giving you this intelligence, which I apprehend my duty to 
do.

P.S. Mr. [Samuel] Shipton informs me that some pork arrived from New 
London soon after I left Louisbourg, which I had written for, for the use of 
the squadron when I thought I had a right so to do, and that you will not suf 
fer it to be issued. I am a little surprised at it, and beg you will let me know 
the reason of it, that the person who sent it may not suffer, unless it is unfit 
for the king's service.

307. Warren to Spry
Boston, 25 Oct. 1746

DEAR SPRY, I wrote to you two days ago in a great hurry, and have now 
your letter of the 19th instant 1 before me, owning the receipt of mine of 30 
Sept. [No. 280] and the 7th instant. 2 You did very right in sending all the in 
telligence you could to Louisbourg.... As they could never be in the least 
pain about the enemy, Mr. Shirley and I flattered ourselves that, upon our 
most earnest and pressing solicitations, Adm. Townsend would have sent a 
ship or two to reinforce you. Indeed we recommended it both to him and 
Mr. Knowles to send the three companies of Frampton's to you. How Mr. 
Townsend will answer not complying with our request in this case, should 
any accident happen to Annapolis, time will show. It looks very odd to me, 
[I must own], that he did not clean his ships at Louisbourg during the 
summer season, while they all lay inactive in that port. [He] might have 
done it with great ease, one by one. Had I not cleaned the Hinchinbroke and 
Hind here, he would not have a vessel to have ventured even to reconnoitre

1 Not located.
2 Not located.
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the enemy, and the former must have fallen into their hands in her passage 
from hence with money, being chased by four large ships.

You will know before this reaches you that the French are all gone from 
Chebucto. We are told they landed neither cannon nor troops (except about 
2,000 dead ones) but a number of small arms for the Canadians and In 
dians, and perhaps for the Nova Scotians, if they think they will use them 
against us (which I believe they will not easily be induced to do, if the 
French fleet are gone off the coast). If not, I fear you will have seen them 
ere this gets to you, as they left Chebucto the 13th instant. I am in great 
hopes they will not venture [it]. There is not the least room to doubt but Mr. 
Lestock must soon be at their heels. If he was not coming, we should have 
had some of the trading ships here by this time. I do not know what to say 
as to the time when you [should] leave that place—to be sure, not while it 
stands in need of your protection, and the season will admit of your being 
serviceable. Whenever you do, I would have you get Mr. Mascarene's 
approbation for your own justification. Your being a means of saving that 
garrison I hope will do you great honour.

If the Bien Aime should be condemned at Annapolis, I would have you 
take Mr. Sparks on board and let him act as your fourth lieutenant. I have 
some thoughts of sending for Lloyd when I know what I am to do, unless it 
should be in my power to send a ship to relieve you, should your stay there 
be longer than I expected. In [that] case, you may depend upon it, I will. 
Should another ship be appointed for me, [I will] have my own officers and 
you with me, if you like it, though there is not so much pleasure or profit in 
being an admiral's captain. Could you take your winter's cruise clean, you 
would have a good chance for the latter. You may always assure yourself of 
my friendship....

We just now hear of the death of Adm. pavers. It is said he died of grief 
for Commodore Michell's faux pas with the French [No. 288]. The com 
mand now devolves upon him. I think, if the affair had been so bad as 
represented, Mr. Davers would have suspended him before he died.

We have it, and they say to be depended upon, from Lisbon that Genoa is 
taken by the Austrians under the command of Gen. von Browne, and that 
the inhabitants have offered 1,000,000 moidores to prevent its being 
plundered. 1 It is said our fleet will come in for a share, as they assisted in the 
blockade by sea. I am glad to find Mr. Mascarene is the good man I 
described him. I doubt not but you will, if you can contribute to reconcile 
differences, avoid joining in them. I shall be quite anxious till I hear once 
more from you. My regards to Mr. Mascarene and all friends.

1 Christopher Duffy, The Wild Goose and the Eagle: A Life of Marshal von Browne 
1705-1757 (London: Chatto & Windus, 1964), see chapter 10 especially.
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308. Mascarene to Warren and Shirley
Annapolis Royal, 26 Oct. 1746

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, I can now acquaint you with the agreeable 
news of our being free from the apprehensions of the French fleet and other 
forces, which have so long threatened these northern parts, and which were 
at last to fall on this place only.

I have acquainted you before of the French admiral due d'Anville being 
dead with grief, soon after his arrival at Chebucto with a small part of his 
fleet, on his believing the rest either lost or scattered as not to reinstate ... 
the intended projects. His death is confirmed, llnj addition, on the arrival of 
the rest of the fleet in that harbour, in a council held by the several com 
manders great divisions arose. The person who was appointed by the court 
of France next in command fell distracted and stabbed himself, but, his 
wound not being mortal, and coming to himself, was made to sign a declara 
tion that he judged himself not capable of undertaking the command of the 
fleet. This command fell on M. La Jonquiere, a chef d'escadre.

All relations agree that their fleet was extremely sickly. Besides the men 
thrown overboard at sea (which is said to be above 1,000) they buried above 
1,500 at Chebucto, and sent 500 sick in six ships to France. They set out 
however from Chebucto on Monday the 13th instant for this place, as will 
appear by what follows. Coming abreast of Cape Sable [they] were met by 
a violent [northeast] gale of wind, which I think was on the 17th. When 
[they] again came together (except two ships missing) they came to a resolu 
tion not to prosecute their intended course hither, but to bear away for the 
West Indies. In consequence, having given two vessels to some inhabitants 
of Minas whom they had taken [as pilots from here] to send them home and 
[tell] the Canadians that they were not to expect the fleet, they sailed away 
from this coast.

The Canadians received this intelligence on the 23rd and began to march 
away that same evening. The next morning two of the deputies of this river 
came to acquaint me with it. Their several scattered parties had begun to 
draw off early that morning and marched after their leaders up the river, on 
their return to Minas. I stopped the deputies and sent for Col. Gorham to 
take 200 men and follow the enemy, which was immediately executed.

In the meantime, a signal had been made from the Chester of a vessel 
being in the basin. The signal implied a friend, which we saw from the fort 
to be a ship. [We] doubted not, as we had reason to believe from the winds, 
[she was] from Louisbourg. But soon after that, another signal was made 
from the Chester for all our whaleboats to go down to her. I judged the ship 
in the basin was an enemy, and immediately recalled our party, which was
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gone about two miles. Without their assistance I could not have manned the 
whaleboats and done service I then concluded was the most considerable.

Capt. Spry will acquaint you with the events in his pursuit of the ship. 
[She], with another I hear one of our inhabitants saw off our entry, must be 
the two missing in the French fleet when their last consultation was held off 
Cape Sable. [This] proves the rendezvous of their fleet was at this place, at 
their setting out from Chebucto. [Pierre] Maillard, the priest sent home 
from Louisbourg last fall, came over in the fleet and from Chignecto hither 
by land with the Canadians. He says that Perier [de Salvert], the admiral's 
captain (who managed him as he pleased) was the occasion of their mis 
carriage. His intention was to come late on the coast and therefore made no 
use of the favourable winds as he ought. [He] evidently showed he sought 
delays, that the season being too far advanced for any undertaking on 
Louisbourg, he might get the sooner to the West Indies. The same priest 
[did] not scruple to say most of the ships were laden with goods for trading 
more than for fighting. Those who left the fleet at Cape Sable say that, from 
their taking their sick on board half-recovered and from the infection in the 
ships, they computed 4,000 sick on board the fleet. In all likelihood they 
might have been destroyed at a cheap rate if they came athwart a small 
squadron.

Another piece of news of no small importance to the safety of this 
province is [of] the Indians having a distemper among them. It has already 
carried off 100 of [Jean-Louis] Le Loutre's mission, and near that number 
of Maillard's of the Cape Breton and lie St. Jean Indians. Upon all this, I 
was yesterday projecting with the two captains of the men of war and Col. 
Gorham an expedition up to Minas with two sloops, having 200 men and 
the Shirley to support them. But the Shirley on survey is not able for the 
voyage. We might have retaken or burnt the two prizes ... given to the 
French pilots and destroyed the Canadians on their return home. I hear they 
intend to leave Minas, but talk of leaving a party at Chignecto and lie St. 
Jean. This is not unlikely in order to keep a footing in this province. As for 
Chebucto, they had other things to think on than to raise a fortification or 
make a settlement, as we were at first induced to believe.

The deputies of this river have been with me this afternoon, and are to 
appear before me in council tomorrow. I cannot see the inhabitants of this 
river have acted anything that can justly be taken amiss in this last affair, 
except their not giving us intelligence of their own accord. [Their] excuse [is I 
the enemy's keeping parties in all their villages and watching them very 
narrowly. I suspect there has been a pretty deal of delinquency at Minas, for 
which I wish the season and the means here could allow me to call them to 
account. There never has been so fair an opportunity for it. I hope if we 
cannot do it this fall, something may be done towards it early next spring.
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309. Edward How to Warren and Shirley
Annapolis Royal, 27 Oct. 1746

GENTLEMEN, I can inform you with pleasure that the enemy is gone from 
about us. They broke up their camp on the 23rd in the evening and drew off 
with their whole body the next day at 10 o'clock. We heard the news by 
noon. Upon [this] Col. Gorham with all the New England troops followed 
them, and would certain have come up with their rear, had there not 
appeared a French man of war in the basin, which occasioned Capt. Spry to 
make the signal for all the boats to come down to tow him out. This obliged 
us to call back Col. Gorham and his brave fellows from the pursuit of the 
enemy in order to go and assist Capt. Spry. Unluckily in [being towed] out 
through the narrows, [he] touched and lay aground six or seven hours. He, 
with fifty of his men, went on board Capt. Rous, who together with 
Connolly and Giddings, followed the chase. [The enemy] go so far the 
start of them that they could not get up with her. 1

The best intelligence I can learn of the motions of the French fleet is as 
follows. They grew very sickly soon after they set out from France. They 
had 2,000 men die in the passage, besides a 50 gun ship foundered at sea 
and one lost on Sable Island. They dropped into Chebucto in small numbers 
until at last they all met together there, to the number of thirty-five men of 
war and transports. They found there two Canada frigates,2 who had been 
there all summer and had taken many prizes—amongst which was a ship 
that carried down a chaise and horses for Gov. Knowles. They say they had 
sent 200 English prisoners to Canada. The due d'Anville died of grief soon 
after his arrival. There were two competitors for the command after his 
death, which occasioned a great quarrel between them and great disturbance 
among the whole fleet. [They] lay in Chebucto until the 13th instant, at 
which time they sent an officer express to advise the commander in chief of 
their troops here, whose name is de Ramezay, that he might expect them 
very soon. They buried 1,800 men whilst they lay at Chebucto. Some time 
before they set out, they sent six ships to France with their sick men.

On the 17th they were off Cape Sable, where they met with a northeast 
storm which dispersed them for a while. On the 19th, they all met again, 
except two. As they had Minas pilots on board, they put them on board

1 The vessels failed to overtake the enemy four leagues to the windward principally 
because a large sea opened up the Shirley's upperworks. Information supplied by Cmdr. 
Douglas.

2 Aurore and Castor had been sent ahead of d'Anville's fleet to cruise off Newfoundland, 
and then rendezvous at Chebucto. Albany was taken on 19 July. The crew was sent to 
Quebec as prisoners and her captain, Lieut Colby repatriated to England in Aug. Colby to 
Corbett, 29 Aug. 1746, PRO, ADM/1/1603.



1746 367

[two] schooners and sent them home with a letter to M. de Ramezay, to 
acquaint him that they were put away through sickness to the West Indies, 
and that he might make the best of his way home, which he punctually 
obeyed....

310. Warren to Knowles
Boston, 10 Nov. 1746

DEAR SIR, On my return hither from escorting my wife and children to 
Rhode Island on their way to New York, I had the pleasure to receive your 
several letters, dated 20, 24 and 25 [Oct.]. 1 ... I am very sorry to find the 
least disagreement should have happened between you and Mr. Townsend, 
who[m] I took to be a very good-natured man. I cannot say since my leav 
ing you that he has treated me with that friendship that I thought I might 
have reasonably expected from him. However, I do not lay these things 
much to heart.

The Chester is now here, the siege of Annapolis (if it may be so called) 
raised, the grand French armament disappointed and all their schemes 
frustrated for this year at least. This being the case, I have determined to sail 
in her in a week's time for England. I shall be very glad to receive your com 
mands, and to be your solicitor upon all occasions. I want an opportunity to 
convince you that my esteem and regard for you is thoroughly 
reestablished.

I wish Mr. Townsend had given more attention to the intelligence you 
procured. I hope Capt. Scott is with you, and that what he brings will be 
convincing. I told you in my former that the Admiralty judged very ill in 
sending a sea officer superior to the governor of Louisbourg there, while it 
should be governed by a seaman; I intend to convince them if I can of their 
error. I see Mr. Townsend intends to leave you a small squadron (I presume 
foul) which will render them of little use to you. [You will recall] how Mr. 
Davers served me in the Wager, [which I had] sent, pursuant to the Ad 
miralty's orders, to, cruise in the West Indies. [Though] he took her under his 
directions, I am determined to try his right to the prizes she has taken. May 
not this (though very unjust) be your case if any commanding officer that 
may meet your cruisers should take them under his command? I have com 
plained to the Admiralty of this affair between Mr. Davers and me, and hope 
they will remedy such injustice. I cannot think that Mr. Townsend or I can 
have any share with you in the prizes after our sailing for England, but that 
the command of the ships from Virginia to Newfoundland inclusive must 
then devolve on you.

1 None located.



368 CONQUEST OF CANADA

You will find by a former letter of mine to you and the admiral that I had 
ordered the Fowey, then at New York, to cruise till the beginning of this 
month between Sable Island and Newfoundland for Mr. Lestock, then to 
call at Louisbourg for the commanding officer's further directions. I 
presume Capt. Taylor has obeyed my orders. Gay ton is hourly expected; 
some of his convoy are arrived here. We will be under your command no 
doubt. We have had very severe northwest winds which may keep him out a 
good while, if not force him to the West Indies.

I really believe if you had commanded the squadron, you would have 
cleaned them at Louisbourg. Had Mr. Townsend allotted you your 
squadron in time, those at least might have been made fit for service. In 
short, I shall not say anything about it, but am very sorry for the room there 
that seems to be given daily for reflecting upon our corps. I have ever 
observed that being too careful of the king's ships (which they say was 
Commodore Michell's plea) has proved fatal to our officers. Pray, do you 
think that if Spry had been taken, that I should have been to blame for 
putting him in the way of it? Mr. Mascarene assures me my sending him 
there was a very great means of saving his garrison.

When I arrive in England, I will see what can be done in Herbert's [prize] 
affair. If decided in my favour, I will pay your share to your order. The Ad 
miralty's secretary tells me he has left a bill of exchange [for £142 4s 5d], 
my share of the last prize, with Mr. Kirk. This, with bills for the money I 
formerly mentioned to you, you will please to send to me, addressed to the 
care of John Norris in London. I will make it my business to get the head 
money for our West India privateers settled, and will acquaint you of it. I 
shall be glad [if] you will send me a list of them, lest I forget any. By those 
of Gayton's convoy that are arrived here, we learn that Messrs. Lestock and 
Anson are gone to sea with a strong naval and land force, I believe to secure 
Genoa, which I am told is like to breed a contention between the Austrians 
and Sardinians.

Pray remember my advice to you to keep your temper and lay up for a 
rainy day, for if a peace comes we shall be hanging upon hedges. It is said 
the Congress at Breda was broken up abruptly. If so, I shall kiss Lord 
Sandwich's hand in England, otherwise there, for he is so good as to profess 
the greatest friendship for me and to take me under his patronage. If I do 
not come abroad in the spring I intend to get into Parliament, and perhaps 
venture to open my mouth there with more temper, though less eloquence, 
than our friend Mr. [Edward] Vernon. My dear sir excuse this hasty, inac 
curate scrawl, for I have a million things to settle before my departure 
from hence. If you write by all opportunities, you may depend upon being 
punctually answered.
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311. Shir ley and Warren to Clinton
Boston, 10 Nov. 1746

SIR, We have received your excellency's letter of 27 Oct. 1 with the extracts 
from Gov. [Thomas] Bladen's letters. His rule—that the forces of that 
colony are now out of his care and the care of that government respecting 
their provisions and other necessaries, and that those things must be 
supplied by the general or somebody, he does not know who—is very 
singular and extraordinary. We can make a judgment by his Majesty's 
orders, contained in the Duke of Newcastle's letter to Gov. Shirley which he 
received the latter end of May (which we suppose to be the same in sub 
stance with the circular letters to the other governors). We must conclude 
that, saving the pay, clothing and arms which his Majesty undertook to 
defray all the other charges are to be borne by the respective governments. 
It seems more extraordinary that those large southern governments, who 
furnish so small a proportion of men, should make any difficulty as to these 
matters.

As to the motion of taking the provisions out of the pay of the officers 
and soldiers, we can say nothing on that point till we know something 
further of his Majesty's pleasure on this matter, which we daily expect by 
his Majesty's ship Mermaid. In the meantime, ... it [is] absolutely 
necessary that the several governments should supply their own troops. 
Otherwise the service will inevitably fall to the ground; for if the troops can 
not be subsisted we can expect nothing but that they will desert. As to the 
present pay of the troops, it plainly lies upon the several governments to 
draw for their own troops. As Mr. Shirley has no warrant for any but his 
own, and he proposes the other governors have the same power, we can 
give no directions about those matters.

Your excellency's advice for the forces raised in this province having 
marched to the rendezvous is a mistake. Mr. Shirley has sent his provisions 
and other stores to the Hudson River, to prevent their being stopped by ice. 
The greatest part of the Massachusetts forces for this service are now upon 
the western frontiers of that province. The whole 1,500 men will all march 
from thence, when the time most proper for prosecuting this enterprise shall 
be concluded on. Brig. Waldo is expected here in a few days. [He] will 
proceed to New York with all dispatch to concert with your excellency the 
proper season to proceed to Crown Point, and other matters of importance 
for prosecuting this expedition.

1 Not located.
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312. Warren to Knowles
[Boston,] 21 Nov. 1746

SIR, ... Your letter of the 10th instant to Gov. Shirley and myself gives 
me great pleasure, 1 as I see by it you are in good spirits. Mr. Townsend's 
being sailed gives you an opportunity of searching all the harbours on the 
south side of Nova Scotia. [This] will be an exceedingly good piece of ser 
vice by [over] awing the French and Indians, and destroying the several 
small vessels they had [been] given ... by the French admiral, in order, no 
doubt, to cruise upon us. Gov. Mascarene complains heavily that no care 
was taken to intercept the provisions and ammunition that were sent to 
supply the enemy from Canada by way of Baie Verte, which was strongly 
recommended to Mr. Townsend, but taken no notice of by him.2

313. Warren to Navy Board
22 Nov. 1746

HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN, ... I have received commands from the right 
honourable the lords commissioners of the Admiralty by Mr. Secretary 
Corbett (a copy of which you have here enclosed) to contract with sundry 
persons whose abilities I should have the best opinion of for building four 
ships therein directed in New England, for his Majesty's service. In conse 
quence of [this] I have contracted with Mr. Benjamin Hallowell, shipbuilder, 
for a ship of 24 guns. I have approved his bills, dated the 20th instant, for 
£600, payable according to the course of the navy. [This is] the first pay 
ment for the said ship, which is agreeable to the form of a contract 
transmitted to me by Mr. Corbett for my guidance.

I have ordered the builder, whenever he shall draw for any future 
payments, to apply to the governor for a warrant for merchants to view the 
ship and see that she is as forward as the contract directs. [They are] to 
send their certificate with the said bills.

When I have the honour of seeing you in England, I will acquaint you 
further of my proceedings in this affair.

1 Not located.
2 Only this extract has been located. In an earlier letter, dated 24 Oct. Warren had first 

mentioned this matter to Knowles. For an extract see Knowles to Corbett, 10 Mar. 1746/7, 
PRO, ADM/1/2008.
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314. Benjamin Hallowell to Warren
Boston, 24 Nov. 1746

HONOURABLE SIR, You have been pleased to contract with me to build a 24 
gun ship for his Majesty's service. I beg leave to assure you that she shall be 
completely finished in every respect with the utmost faithfulness, according 
to the contract or such other orders as I shall receive from the honourable 
the commissioners of his Majesty's Navy or from yourself.

You are, honourable sir, well apprised of the great inconvenience which 
the king's ships in these parts suffer for want of a proper place to heave 
down and clean in. When they are obliged to do [so] here, [it] is attended 
with a very great expense in hiring sloops, besides the risk of the men's 
running away. Under these difficulties they cannot be so effectually and 
thoroughly cleaned as in a good dock.

I would therefore propose to make such a dock at George's Island at the 
entrance of Boston harbour by building two sufficiently strong wharfs on 
the descent of the bank. One of them [would] be carried out into 14' of 
water (at low water). [I would] make the end of the wharf there at least 70' 
wide, and build a convenient storehouse thereon, 36' long and 20' broad, for 
the convenience of taking guns, provisions and stores directly out of the 
ships at low water. [I would] dig away the beach and earth between the 
wharfs so as to make the bottom level and deep enough to receive ... one of 
his Majesty's 50 gun ships. I would also propose to dig a suitable well on the 
island for watering the king's ships.

I humbly apprehend that such a dock on George's Island would not only 
save the extraordinary fatigue, time and expense of heaving down the king's 
ships by hired sloops, and prevent the men's getting away in the meantime, 
but might serve for his Majesty's ships to the southward (where the tide 
does not ebb and flow) to come to in the hurricane season to clean and refit. 
There [are] such numbers of tradesmen of every kind in Boston, they might 
be fitted to the seas at much less expense and in less time than anywhere else 
in America. The freight and risk of the masts and stores sent from hence to 
the West Indies will all be saved.

If, sir, you shall be of opinion that what I have here proposed may be of 
public service, and shall think it proper to be laid before the honourable 
commissioners of his Majesty's Navy, and that Board should order the affair 
to be proceeded in, I would propose to contract to build the wharf, store 
house and well and to make the dock all answerable and suitable for the 
aforesaid purposes—every way finished, in every respect workmanlike—at 
my own expense and charges for the sum of £1,500.

If it should be required, a draft might be made of the island with the 
designed wharfs, the dock between and the storehouse thereon.
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315. Warren to Corbett
Chester, Spithead, 24 Dec. 1746

SIR, My last to you was dated 24 Oct. iNo. 303] at Boston, to which I refer. 
I have now only to acquaint you that, upon the French fleet's leaving the 
American seas without having accomplished any of their schemes, the 
Canadians and Indians raised the siege of Annapolis (if it may be so 
called) and marched to Minas at the end of the bay. Mr. Mascarene 
apprehends [No. 309] they may winter [there. He] is under no uneasiness 
from anything they can attempt against him without the assistance of 
troops and ships from France. He assures me the Chester and the reinforce 
ment sent him by Gov. Shirley very opportunely saved the garrison from 
falling into the enemy's hands, which would have proved of worse conse 
quence than is generally conceived.

All being quiet at Annapolis, Mr. Mascarene consented to the Chester's 
coming to me. I had finished my negotiations with Gov. Shirley as far as I 
was directed to by his grace the Duke of Newcastle and their lordships. The 
reason was so far advanced as to render any operations in America imprac 
ticable, and their lordships had been pleased to leave it in my choice to re 
main abroad or come to England as I should judge best for his Majesty's 
service. I therefore sailed from Boston on 30 Nov., and arrived here this day. 
I shall remain [here] till I have the honour to receive their lordships' per 
mission to come to London, in which I hope they will be pleased to indulge 
me as soon as possible. The scorbutic disorder with which I am troubled 
requires an immediate application.

Capt. Gay ton in the Mermaid arrived at Boston some days before I 
sailed. The three mast and storeships of his convoy are also arrived (though 
they parted with him in a gale of wind at a considerable distance from 
America), the former at New England and the three latter at Louisbourg. 
All was well there on 18 Nov. and at Annapolis the 16th....

The Bien Aime was condemned at Boston by survey as unserviceable and 
not worth repairing. I have brought with me in the Chester her captain, 
officers and seamen, in all ... 69. That the squadrons in the West Indies, 
who expected supplies of masts and other stores by her, may not be disap 
pointed, I apprised the commanding officers at Antigua and Jamaica 
therewith. I hope their lordships will approve of my conduct upon this 
occasion....

P.S. This will be delivered to you by Mr. Lloyd, my first lieutenant, who was 
at the siege of Annapolis and served with me at Louisbourg. He will be able 
to answer any questions their lordships please to ask him.
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316. Cor be ft to Warren
25 Dec. 1746

SIR, It is with extreme joy that I received your letters of yesterday's date 
from Spithead, which I have laid before the lords commissioners of the 
Admiralty.

The Duke of Bedford has expressed great satisfaction to hear of your 
arrival; and you may promise yourself a very hearty reception from all sorts 
of people.

Their lordships not only give you leave to come to town, but have com 
manded me to send it by this express.
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317. Meeting of Cabinet Council
Duke of Dorset's, 12 Jan. 1746/7

Lord Chancellor Duke of Bedford
Lord President Earl of Chesterfield
Lord Privy Seal Mr. Pelham
Lord Chamberlain Duke of Newcastle

Rear Adm. Warren having attended, their lordships desired to know his 
opinion as to the practicability of making an attempt upon Quebec and 
Canada, and what force would be necessary for that purpose, and, par 
ticularly, whether the expedition, designed to have been sent the last year 
(the particulars of which and their destination he had been acquainted with 
by the communication made to him of the instructions given to Lieut. Gen. 
St. Clair) would be sufficient for that purpose.

Mr. Warren gave in a paper, hereto annexed, and declared it to be his 
opinion that a force less than that mentioned in the scheme, transmitted by 
him and Mr. Shirley in their joint letter of 12 Oct. last [Nos. 291-2], would 
by no means be sufficient to attempt the reduction of Quebec and Canada 
with any probability of success. He much doubted whether such a force 
could now be raised in time in America, and provided with everything 
necessary.

Their lordships are therefore humbly of opinion that such a force cannot 
at this time be had. They cannot advise the sending Lieut Gen. St. Clair's ex 
pedition, which is so very far inferior to what Mr. Warren thinks absolutely 
necessary.

Their lordships then took into consideration the necessity of defending 
and settling Nova Scotia and securing Louisbourg and Placentia. [They] 
desired Mr. Warren to acquaint them, for his Majesty's information, what 
measures may be proper to be taken and what force of regular troops and 
men of war may be proper to be sent from hence, and at what time, for 
those purposes. [They desired to know] also what number of Americans, if 
any, should be kept up to join and assist the regular troops for that purpose. 
Mr. Warren was desired forthwith to put his thoughts in writing [No. 318], 
to be laid before the king.
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318. Warren to Newcastle
London, 17 Jan. 1746/7

MY LORD DUKE, In obedience to your grace's commands, directing me to 
give my opinion in writing what number of regular troops and what naval 
force may be proper to [send] from hence for defending and settling the 
province of Nova Scotia and for securing Louisbourg and Placentia, and 
also what number of Americans (if any) should be kept up in order to join 
and assist the regular troops that shall be employed in these services; I 
humbly conceive the following particulars will be necessary.

A civil government [should] be forthwith established in Nova Scotia, and 
encouragement given to Protestant settlers by granting them small portions 
of land without quitrent or other charge for a number of years. In order to 
bring that settlement to perfection, I beg leave to assure your grace that I 
know no person so proper to be entrusted with that government as Mr. 
Shirley, the present governor of Massachusetts. [His] zeal for the preserva 
tion of both these provinces has been already experienced. [His] service to 
each will be most effectual when [he is] governor of both.

With regard to the security and defence of Nova Scotia, Louisbourg and 
Placentia, I conceive, considering the several distant services required from 
the marine, that eight line of battle ships with two sloops and one fireship 
will be necessary.

Two thousand troops [should] be sent from hence. The regiments already 
in those places [should] be completed. Some of the Americans will be ab 
solutely requisite, but the number necessary will greatly depend on the dis 
position of the present inhabitants of Nova Scotia to his Majesty's 
government. Provision [should] be made for arming and clothing such 
Americans as shall be found necessary.

As the service may sometimes require intermixing the troops of the 
serveral garrisons, I apprehend that the establishment which the public 
makes should be the same for all the soldiers, both as to pay and provisions 
in every garrison. With respect to their pay, I beg leave to observe that a 
lower establishment for the subsistence of the soldiers than that of Gibraltar 
will not be sufficient. In these garrisons at present necessaries of all kinds 
are, and for some time must be, very dear.... In my time at Louisbourg, 
there being no establishment, they were paid their subsistence, and, I 
presume, the same has been since continued at that place.

The security of Nova Scotia and the frontiers of the neighbouring 
colonies very much depends on the friendship of the Indians, to which 
nothing can conduce so much as making them presents. For this purpose a 
considerable sum will be necessary. The French, I am assured, have lately 
supplied them with arms, ammunition and other valuable things.
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These requisites are agreeable to the letters from Mr. Shirley which your 
grace sent me, as well as to the sense which 1 know that gentleman has of 
these matters. [They] are sufficient only for the defence of the several posts 
from any attempts that may be made by the French or their Indians in 
America. If any equipment is made from France I presume it will be 
followed by a sufficient force from hence. Permit me to add that it appears 
to me of the chiefest moment to use immediate dispatch in making 
preparations towards carrying the whole into execution.

A strong fort, fit to contain a garrison of 500 men, [should] be built in the 
harbour of Chebucto, to be mounted with 6 or 9 pounders. A blockhouse fit 
to contain 100 men [should] be built at Canso, mounted with some large 
cannon.

I never was at Placentia, but I think the fortifications (if not so now) 
should be made so strong that, with a sufficient garrison, it may be 
defended against any attack, till relieved from other parts of North 
America. The proper rendezvous of the ships of war will be at Louisbourg 
or Chebucto.

The security of the several garrisons must depend on their connection, 
which can only be kept up by the ships of war. I submit it to your grace's 
consideration whether the public service will not be best executed by putting 
the direction of the military under such person as his Majesty shall please to 
appoint commander of the fleet. [He] may be directed to concert measures 
for the general service with Mr. Shirley. As he will be under a necessity of 
dividing his ships upon different services, [he] should have the earliest notice 
sent him of any naval armament preparing in France, that he may collect 
his force [and] be in a condition to oppose the enemy. A good land officer 
may be appointed for each of the garrisons of Louisbourg and Placentia. 
As lieutenant governor for that or Louisbourg, I beg to mention Col. 
Hopson, whose abilities I have myself experienced. Mr. Shirley should have 
the command of a regiment, which will be stationed in Nova Scotia.

I do not at present recollect anything materially necessary for the forego 
ing service but what I have mentioned. Should I hereafter do so, I will beg 
leave to lay before your grace what may occur to me, and also to attend on 
your grace with the explanation of whatever may not be clearly understood.

P.S. While it shall be found necessary to keep one regiment or more in Nova 
Scotia, that which Mr. Shirley may have should be one. The detachments 
for the protection of Canso and the other blockhouses in Nova Scotia 
should be from his regiment. The detachment for lie St. Jean should come 
from the garrison of Louisbourg, to be relieved as often as shall be thought 
expedient.



380 THE AFTERMATH

319. Proposals of diverse things to be done for the preservation of the 
English colonies and interests on the continent of America, and the 
islands of Cape Breton and Newfoundland, made in obedience to 
his grace the Duke of Newcastle, and humbly submitted to his con 
sideration by Mr. Warren, Mr. Clarke1 and Mr. Bollan

London, [17] Jan. 1746/7

That a civil government be established, enforced and carried into execu 
tion in the province of Nova Scotia.

That all his Majesty's faithful subjects in that province be assured of his 
favour, protection and enjoyment of their religion and estates, by his 
Majesty's proclamation to be issued for that purpose.

That Protestants be invited to settle there, by having proper portions of 
lands granted them, on condition that they settle thereon, and that all those 
who shall settle, within the space often years, hold their lands without pay 
ing any quitrents.

That the communication between Canada and that province be wholly 
cut off by blockhouses erected on the passes, or [by] other proper methods.

That the new fort, which at the commencement of the war was ordered to 
be built at Annapolis, be not built there at all, but that a strong fort be built 
at Chebucto, sufficient to contain a garrison of 500 men at least. Upon this 
fortification being finished and garrisoned, it is presumed the garrison at 
Annapolis may be reduced to the number of 100 or 150 men.

That Philipps' regiment be completed and a regiment sent from hence, 
and that two of the American regiments, raised for the reduction of 
Canada, be employed in this service. In case the enemy be not dislodged 
from the posts they lately held in Nova Scotia, or any other emergency re 
quire a further force (in the judgment of the principal persons entrusted with 
the care of the whole) that more of the Americans be appointed to that ser 
vice. The Americans will be best able to march through the woods, transport 
themselves by water and to encounter the neighbouring Indians, who are all 
at war with the English, and shift for themselves in the difficulties peculiar 
to that country, except garrisoning the fortifications when built, or engaging 
any regular forces, which the enemy may bring there.

That as the terms of enlistment of the Americans probably do not in 
strictness oblige them to this service, for their encouragement they [will] not 
[be] obliged to serve above three years, and [will] have a proper portion of 
lands given them, on condition that they settle thereon.

That presents, not exceeding the value of £500, be sent for the Indians in
1 George Clarke, formerly lieut.-gov. of New York, in April 1746 had prepared a descrip 

tion of Canada for the benefit of Lieut.-Gen. St. Clair, PRO, SP/42/98.
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those parts, to be used in such manner as shall be thought proper by the 
commander in chief.

That a fort be built at Canso sufficient to contain 100 men.
That, for the protection of Louisbourg, the four regiments be completed, 

as the ships must be chiefly employed at Chebucto to assist and cover the 
works there till tenable, and in cruising for the protection of the fishery and 
settlements, and to annoy the enemy.

That Placentia be put into a better posture of defence, so that it may de 
fend itself in case of an attack, till it can be relieved by forces sent from the 
place of rendezvous by our ships.

That the French fort at Crown Point, which stands a great way within the 
English territories, be taken. That the Americans raised for the reduction of 
Canada be employed in that service. From thence the enemy issue out, 
with the Indians under their influence, and ravage and destroy the frontiers 
of New York and New England. That fort commands the pass into Canada, 
and is a great weight in the scale of power between the English and French 
among the Indians.

That at Ticonderoga on the Lake Ontario two or three armed vessels be 
built of superior force to those which the French have there. That a fort be 
built at the same place, with barracks for a regiment of 800 men, to cover 
the building of those vessels. That, when built, they be manned with a few 
sailors and part of the regiment. That with these vessels, those belonging to 
the French [may] be destroyed and possession kept of the lake, the lands 
surrounding it belonging to the Five Nations, who, by the Treaty of Utrecht, 
are declared subjects of the crown of Great Britain. Through this lake the 
French pass to [the] Mississippi, having established a line of forts encom 
passing all the English colonies on the continent. Their yearly practice is to 
annoy the Indian nations in alliance with the English, particularly those 
depending on Virginia, Carolina and Georgia, hoping by that means to ex 
tirpate them. [Thereby] they would be able greatly to increase the large 
power, which they already have among the Indians in the inland country, and 
to fall upon the English colonies with the numerous tribes, whom they would 
then have at their devotion. It is not at all improbable that they might in that 
case gain to their interest the Five Nations, the ancient allies of the English, 
whose fidelity they have been able to shake of late. The consequences of the 
whole must then, in all probability, be to make all our colonies in general to 
become a scene of slaughter and confusion, and to produce such effects as 
must be fatal to the British interest. That the most, if not only, effectual way 
to secure the Five Nations to the English is by first securing and holding this 
lake. That the consent and assistance of the Five Nations is absolutely
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necessary to accomplish this, and to obtain the same it will be requisite to 
make them large presents.

320. Knowles to Newcastle
Louisbourg, 20 Jan. 1746/7'

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, ... I am sensible how much your grace is 
seized about the importance of this place, and with the various relations of 
it. Therefore I choose to be as full and particular in my representations to 
your grace as is possible. As the seasons pass [I shall] continue to make my 
further observations, which indeed only serve as so many additional 
testimonies to what I first wrote you [No. 249]. Could they be as convincing 
to others, as I flatter myself they are to your grace, I might soon hope to see 
a speedy end to the vast expense of this bewitching idol. But I am afraid the 
strength of the late French armament will rather increase the popular 
opinion of the importance of it, and cause your grace many fresh troubles. 
Most certainly it was of much greater consequence to the French than it is, 
or ever can be, to us. Whilst it is in being I verily believe they will always 
have a view towards regaining it. If, by that designed expedition, they 
should only prevent our demolishing it, the end of that armament will be suf 
ficiently answered to them.

That fleet showed us with what ease they can possess themselves of 
Acadia and the province of Nova Scotia. [Unless] we keep a superior force 
here by sea to what they send, our communication with the colonies is at an 
end, the effects of which must be the reduction of this garrison. [This] is a 
demonstration that the charge of maintaining a number of troops for the 
defence of it is but a small part of the expense, as a superior squadron to the 
enemy will always be necessary here, were it only for the protection of the 
fishery. Add to this the immense sum the fortifications will annually require 
to keep them in repair, and the loss of such a number of troops as do, and 
will, die every year, and the most strenuous advocate for Cape Breton can 
never propose any advantage which may be reaped from it as an equivalent. 
The delusions that they may have been led into by reading Charlevoix's 
History 2 I could readily forgive, would they but believe their own 
countrymen; and there is none of them here, but what have experienced that 
account to be entirely false.

Neither the coast of Acadia or any of the harbours in Newfoundland (ex 
cept St. John's and Placentia) are fortified (and those but triflingly). Yet we

1 The same day Knowles wrote a similar letter to Bedford, Bedford MS. Letters, Vol. XVI, 
No. 15.

2 Pierre-Frangois-Xavier de Charlevoix, Histoire de description generate de la Nouvelle 
France (3 vols., Paris: 1744). Warren bought a copy only in 1747!
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continue masters of them; and whatever nation sends the strongest fleet into 
these seas will always be masters of the cod fishery for that year, whether 
there be a Louisbourg or not. For the severity of the seasons evinces to us 
that it requires many years to build a fortress of any kind of strength. Dur 
ing the winter season no enemy but Indians can come to molest us; and the 
damages they could do would be but trifling, as they could keep possession 
of nothing but what the men of war in the spring of the year would drive 
them out of again. The island of Cape Breton would be as much our own, 
without this expensive, weak fortress of Louisbourg, as it is with it. It was 
near forty years' work to pile it up in the manner it is. If it was once levelled, 
it would take as long time again, I dare say, if it ever was attempted, for the 
French seemed heartily tired of the expense. I as heartily wish we may not 
keep it so long as till that becomes our motive of complaint.

I am sensible those persons, who are interested in supplying us with 
anything,'clamour loudly for its importance, though I defy them to con 
tradict my hypothesis. There is not a single person yet to come to settle and 
fish here, nor will they, however forward they seemed upon the place's being 
first taken. The reason is obvious: they catch more fish already than they 
have a market for, both at New England and Newfoundland (at the latter 1 
know they have now many ship loads, which they had not vessels to carry 
off) besides the fishing banks l[ie] within 5 or 6 leagues of those shores, and 
are between 20 and 30 from this. Our New England neighbours having 
nothing but paper money amongst them. Therefore they will ever cry out 
for its importance, knowing that whatever money comes here for subsisting 
the troops must circulate amongst them. They would gladly subsist us 
wholly with rum for it, would I but suffer them. I persuade myself your 
grace will be astonished when I tell you a cargo of rum and boards was sent 
to Newfoundland to raise recruits for one of the regiments here!...

Our miseries and distresses occasioned by the severity of the weather I 
really want words to describe. Nature seems never to have designed this a 
place of residence for man. For, with the poet, we may justly say:

'Here Clements have lost their uses, 
Air ripens not, nor earth produces.'

I must confess to your grace the severity of the winters, and the want and 
misery I foresee people in these parts must be exposed to, makes me despair 
of any enterprise succeeding in Acadia or Nova Scotia. Certain I am that 
were we in quiet possession of the town of Quebec tomorrow, it would be 
impossible to keep it had we no other enemy but the weather to encounter. 
But I heartily hope that expedition is over. I persuade myself now Adm. 
Warren has got from amongst those enterprising geniuses at New England, 
he will think otherwise, and see more difficulties to surmount in conquering
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Canada, than they would let appear to his view, whilst he was amongst 
them. He has most honourably acquired reputation and riches; and I wish 
him happily to enjoy them in Old England. Next to the good he has done to 
his country by taking this place, I hope I shall add some by destroying it....

321. Hallowell to Warren
Boston, 22 Jan. 1746/7

HONOURABLE SIR, I am to acquaint you that I have laid the keel on the 
blocks of his Majesty's ship. According to your desire, I have added 5' to 
the length, and am of opinion it will answer the end you propose.

I am framing her as fast as the weather will let me. We have had the 
severest season of frost and snow for two months past that has been known. 
The harbour wholly froze up and very little business could be done. As the 
weather grows more moderate, I shall use the best dispatch to get the 
remaining part of the frame up, so as it may season.

I beg leave to acquaint you that from the Bien Aime there are only the 
standing rigging and stays, but little of the running rigging, and two cables 
that will do for the new ship. The guns and carriages will do. I am of opinion 
that his excellency Gov. Knowles will send for the Bien Aime to Louisbourg 
for a hulk. The freight she will make thither will more than pay the charges 
of repairing her, so that they will have the ship for nothing.

322. Admiralty Board to Warren
5 Mar. 1746/7

We have ordered the provisions [for] his Majesty's ships Devonshire (80 
guns), Norwich (50 guns), Canterbury (60 guns), Panther (50 guns), 
Pembroke (60 guns), Warwick (60 guns), Chester (50 guns), Gloucester (50 
guns), Adventure (44 guns), Fowey (44 guns), Folkeston (44 guns), Aid- 
borough (24 guns), Shirley ([24] guns), Hind (10, 14 guns), and Comet (8, 
12 guns) except those which are abroad, to be completed to six months (and 
their stores) for a foreign voyage. [We] directed their commanders to put 
themselves under your orders. We hereby require and direct you to take 
them under your command accordingly, and cause them to be gotten ready 
for sea with all the dispatch possible. Hoist your flag on board such of them 
as you judge proper.

323. Warren to Corbett
London, 10 Mar. 1746/7

SIR, I had last night the honour to receive their lordships' order dated the 
5th instant [No. 322] to take [a number of] his Majesty's ships ... under my
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command, and to cause them to be fitted for the sea with all possible dis 
patch. You will be pleased to assure their lordships that I will exert myself to 
the utmost of my power in executing their commands. I shall send directions 
immediately to the captains of the squadron appointed for me, to lose no 
time in fitting their ships in every respect for service. In the meantime, I 
hope their lordships will indulge me with leave to stay in town to pass my 
accounts with the several offices for the disbursements made at Louisbourg, 
till the ships shall arrive at the rendezvous that their lordships shall think fit 
to appoint. I propose to hoist my flag on board the Devonshire. You will 
move their lordships for directions to have her fitted as usual.

324. Corbett to Warren
16 Mar. 1746/7

SIR, The lords commissioners of the Admiralty have received a petition from 
the principal merchants and inhabitants of Dartmouth, in behalf of 
themselves and some hundreds of by-boatkeepers and others trading to 
Newfoundland. They represent that it has been so late before the convoys 
appointed for them have sailed from England with the fisherman that their 
voyages have, in a great measure, been frustrated, and that some of them 
have thereby sustained great losses. They therefore request that the next 
convoy may be ready to depart from Plymouth by the 25th instant. Their 
lordships have received another petition from the principal merchants &c. 
of Bridport to the same purport. I am commanded by their lordships to ac 
quaint you therewith, and to desire you will let me know for their informa 
tion (as the security of that fishery will be put under your care) what ships 
of those put under your command should be employed on that service.

325. Warren to John Clevland
London, 18 Mar. 1746/7

SIR, I have received your letter of the 16th instant [No. 324J, acquainting 
me that the lords commissioners of the Admiralty have had petitions from 
the principal merchants and inhabitants of Dartmouth and Bridport on 
behalf of themselves and some hundreds of by-boatkeepers and others 
trading to Newfoundland. [They represent] that they have suffered very 
much by the convoy's sailing late, and desire that the next may be ready to 
sail from Plymouth by the 25th instant.

In obedience to their lordships' commands directing me to let them know
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what ships of those put under my command should be employed on that 
service, (the security of to be put under my care) I have looked over the list, 
and find there are but six ships intended for me in England—the 
Devonshire, two ships of 60 guns and three of 50—except the Adventure, 
now under orders for Carolina. The Panther at Plymouth [is], I am told, a 
bad sailor. I believe [she] will be a proper ship for one of the convoy with 
any other their lordships think proper if they judge it necessary to send two, 
as has been usual. I have not yet received the state of the Panther and 
Gloucester of my squadron at Plymouth. Therefore I cannot say whether 
the former can proceed with the trade to Newfoundland so soon as the 25th 
instant as the merchants desire. Herewith you have the state of the rest of 
the ships under my command, except that of the Norwich at Woolwich, 
which I expect to receive this day.

326. Warren to Wickham
London, 21 Mar. 1746/7

SIR, Herewith you will receive my orders for your proceeding with the trade 
to Newfoundland, pursuant to the commands of the lords commissioners of 
the Admiralty. During your stay there, I desire you will use your endeavours 
to procure what intelligence you can of the motions of the enemy, and of the 
situation of their fishery on the north and northwest side of Newfoundland, 
and on the coast of Labrador between the Straits of Belle Isle and the 
entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. At [these] places I am informed the 
French have great magazines of salt. [They] leave all their boats and other 
fishing stores there during their absence in the winter season, till their return 
again in summer. If you can be well informed as to those particulars, you 
will let me or the commanding officer at Louisbourg know your opinion 
what force will be sufficient to destroy their salt, boats, &c., that may come 
from France to fish. At the same time, send pilots for the several ports 
which the French use for carrying on their fishery.

I desire you will send me for their lordships' information, before you sail, 
a particular account of the ships and vessels you shall have under your con 
voy, with the masters' and vessels' names, numbers of men, guns, tonnage, 
lading, where bound and belonging to what port. I wish you a good voyage.
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327. Cabinet Council1
Duke of Bedford's, 30 Mar. 1747

Lord Chancellor Lord Vere Beauclerk 
Lord President Vice Adm. Anson 
Earl of Chesterfield Rear Adm. Warren 
Mr. Pelham 
Duke of Newcastle

The lords of the Admiralty having represented that, considering the naval 
force of France, that is now actually at Brest, and in the neighbouring 
French ports, and the strength of his Majesty's fleet at home, there may not 
be a sufficient force, if the ships designed to be sent to North America, 
under the command of Rear Adm. Warren, should go thither. Therefore 
they propose that three ships of the line only should be sent to Commodore 
Knowles for the defence of Louisbourg and Nova Scotia; that all the force 
that can be got should go to sea under the command of Vice Adm. Anson; 
that Rear Adm. Warren should go with Mr. Anson. 2 In case Mr. Anson 
shall have intelligence that any part of the Brest squadron is gone to North 
America, [he is] to dispatch immediately Rear Adm. Warren thither, with a 
sufficient force for the defence of his Majesty's possessions in North 
America. The better to enable Mr. Warren effectually to defend them, in 
case the French should have any design upon them, it is also proposed that 
one of the regiments of Lieut. Gen. St. Clair's [force] should go on board 
Mr. Anson's fleet to be sent, as was designed, to North America, if there 
should be occasion.

It is also proposed that notice of this disposition should be immediately 
sent to Commodore Knowles and Gov. Shirley [No. 329]. They should be 
directed to meet and confer together upon the proper measures to be 
forthwith taken for the defence of Acadia and Louisbourg. They should re 
tain as many of the Americans, that are now raised in the several 
governments, as may be necessary for the immediate defence of those 
places, and no more. They should be directed to discharge all the other 
Americans, upon the best and cheapest foot they can, and transmit to his 
Majesty an immediate account of what they shall do therein. They should 
endeavour to complete the several corps in North America out of the 
Americans....

1 Partly printed in Richmond, ed., The Navy in the War of 1739-1748, Vol. Ill, p. 82.
2 For Warren's and Anson's orders from the Admiralty, 30-1 Mar. 1747 see PRO, 

ADM/2/69, pp. 267-9.
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328. Hallowell to Warren
Boston, 29 Apr. 1747

HONOURABLE SIR, ... This is to inform you that the ship is now framed 
and fit to plank. I shall proceed on her so as to complete her within the time 
contracted. The length you have added is a beauty to the whole and is 
approved by everybody, particularly his excellency Charles Knowles, 
who[m] I esteem a good judge. [He] has commended her to the honourable 
the commissioners of his Majesty's Navy.

Mr. Knowles has ordered the Bien Aime down to Nantasket for a hulk. 
[He] has appointed a boatswain and ten hands to receive the stores of such 
of his Majesty's ships as shall come here to [clean] at George's Island. He 
has taken most of the stores that belonged to the Bien Aime, so that we shall 
want almost an entire set of furniture for the new ship. [This], I believe, may 
be easily had out of the stores at Louisbourg, provided there are none com 
ing for that purpose.

I am building a schooner (61' by the keel, 2\{' by the beam, 10' deep in 
the hold, 4'4" waist, to carry twelve 9-pounders) for his Majesty's service at 
Louisbourg, by the direction of his excellency Charles Knowles. [She is] to 
be launched by 10 June next.

329. Newcastle to Shirley
Whitehall, 30 May 1747

SIR, ... His Majesty is extremely well satisfied with the diligence you have 
show[n] in the execution of his orders for raising a body of men in the 
province under your government, to be employed in conjunction with the 
troops that were proposed to be sent from hence under the command of 
Lieut. Gen. St. Clair, in an expedition against Canada.

As those troops were embarked at Portsmouth, and under orders to sail 
with the first fair wind so early as the latter end of May, there was great 
reason to hope that they would arrive in America time enough to have 
proceeded on the intended expedition before the end of last summer. But the 
contrary winds having prevented their sailing for a considerable time, Adm. 
Lestock and Lieut. Gen. St. Clair did, about the middle of August, lay 
before his Majesty their opinion that the season was then so far advanced 
that the fleet and transports could proceed no farther than Boston. 
Whereupon his Majesty thought proper to defer sending this expedition to 
America, till the navigation should be open in the spring. By [this] means the 
troops might be ready to undertake any operations, that should be judged
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advisable in North America as early in the year as they would have done, 
had they wintered at Boston. The several regiments would have been sent 
from Ireland, where they were intended to be quartered during the winter, 
more complete and in a better condition for service than they could possibly 
have been in that case. In the meantime, the king was in expectation of 
receiving such further information from you and Rear Adm. Warren as 
might enable his Majesty to judge with more certainty whether the force 
allotted for this expedition would be sufficient to answer the end proposed.

In this view his Majesty directed that all your letters and those of Mr. 
Warren, relating to this expedition, should be carefully examined and con 
sidered. Mr. Warren happening to arrive in England just at the time when 
this important affair was under the deliberation of his Majesty's servants, 
the king ordered that he should be present and give his opinion at a con 
sultation that was had upon this subject. I send you enclosed a copy of a 
paper that Mr. Warren delivered at that meeting to his Majesty's servants. 1 
[He] declared it to be his opinion that a force less than that mentioned in the 
scheme (transmitted in yours and Mr. Warren's joint letter of 12 Oct. last) 
[No. 292] viz: 8,000 regular troops, 22,000 Americans, & eighteen ships of 
the line, with frigates, sloops, fireships, bomb-ketches, and tenders in 
proportion, would by no means be sufficient to attempt the reduction of 
Quebec & Canada, with a probability of success. He would not presume to 
take upon himself to lessen or alter the plan that had been concerted and 
considered by you and himself, in conjunction with such other persons 
knowing in the state of Canada, as you thought proper to consult with. He 
much doubted whether such a force as is proposed in that scheme could be 
raised in time in America, and provided with everything necessary to make 
the attempt early enough this ensuing summer.

In consequence of this opinion given by Mr. Warren, his Majesty thought 
proper (though very unwillingly) to lay aside for the present the design of 
sending Lieut. Gen. St. Clair's expedition to North America, which is so 
much inferior to what you and Mr. Warren think absolutely necessary for 
making an attempt upon Quebec and Canada with any probability of 
success. [Nor has there] been time sufficient since Mr. Warren's arrival, or 
indeed any possibility in other respects to provide in this session of Parlia 
ment for such a great command of sea and land and such an immense ex 
pense as must be incurred by it. And, as his Majesty has found it necessary 
(besides the very large contingent which the king furnishes for the army in 
Flanders) to send an additional body of troops as well as a considerable 
squadron of ships for the immediate defence of the territories of the

1 This document has not been found, though its contents must have been similar to those in 
No. 318.
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Republic of Holland now attacked by the French, who are actually in 
possession of all Dutch Flanders, the sending of any considerable number 
of ships & land forces at present to North America would, on that account 
also, have been more difficult.

This being the present state of the case, and his Majesty finding it thus 
rendered impracticable to think of making great and extensive conquests at 
present in North America, the king ordered his servants to consider 
forthwith what measures might be proper to be taken in order to secure in 
the most effectual manner his Majesty's old and new possessions in North 
America, and at the same time do as much mischief to the French 
settlements as possible. I send you enclosed another paper iNo. 318] 
delivered by Mr. Warren, and a scheme drawn up by him and such persons 
[No. 319] as his Majesty thought proper should be consulted on this oc 
casion, which having been laid before the king, his Majesty was pleased to 
approve it. But the lords of the Admiralty have now represented to the king 
that, considering the naval force of France that is now actually at Brest and 
in the neighbouring French ports and the strength of his Majesty's fleet at 
home, there may not be a sufficient force, if the ships designed to be sent to 
North America, under the command of Rear Adm. Warren, should go 
thither directly... . l

330. Thomas Hancock to Warren
Boston, 27 Aug. 1747

SIR, I heartily congratulate you upon your glorious success in the taking the 
French fleet of men of war, Indiamen and transports. It is great honour, 
dear sir, to you & Mr. Anson, and to the nation of the greatest consequence, 
as well as to New England. I greatly rejoice in the share you had herein, and 
the honour his Majesty has done you. I look upon it only as a prelude to a 
higher title, at your return from this cruise; and I hope you will meet with 
your usual success.

My lady Warren embarks in the Scarborough. I sincerely wish you a 
happy sight of each other.

Your letters to Gov. Shirley and the general court are received with great 
pleasure, and it's truly so to me to see the regards & reputation you have in 
all the colonies; and in this in particular, we are full of gratitude for all your 
favours.

I shall be extremely glad to hear you meet with success in the present 
cruise, and of my lady's safe arrival with you.

1 The balance of the paragraph is a summary of No. 327.
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Mr. Apthorp and I have met with a good deal of trouble with Mr. Swan, 
storekeeper at Louisbourg, who has written against us to the Board of Ord 
nance. As Messrs. [Joseph] Gerrish & [John] Barrell were his friends, he 
recommended them and told the Board we refused to give 600 percent for 
bills on the Board. We do assure you we never refused giving 600 percent 
on any exchange. Neither did Swan offer us bills at any exchange nor 
tell us, if we did not raise the exchange, he must apply to others. It is true 
that he applied to us to know what we would do for him, if we continued in 
that service, or what allowance we would make him out of the bills on the 
Board, for he said he came abroad to get money, and 'By God, he would!' 
We told him we could not make him any allowance, but would do him all 
the good we could in his own affairs, and his business free of commission, 
but this did not please my gentleman; and he took the opportunity to mis 
represent us in that manner to the Board. It is a cruel thing for I fear we 
shall lose it though we have represented it properly to the Board, and hope 
for justice. It is not in the power of Gerrish & Barrell to supply the Board in 
any shape equal to us. I am sure we can save the Board at l/8th less in the 
expense in purchasing all by casks, and at the best hand, to what those 
gentlemen can, who are driven in the manner they are, with law suits upon 
law suits.

I beg your pardon for detaining you so long; and shall be extremely 
obliged to you, if you will be so good as to favour us with your interest at 
that Board. I am sure a word from you to his grace the Duke of Montagu 
will entirely settle it in our favour. We will (and I have written to the Board) 
give a higher exchange than anyone shall; and have no hidden design in say 
ing we will give more than another, but that we think we are unfairly put out 
of that honourable Board's service, by a wrong representation, and will suf 
fer loss rather than lose the employment.

I return you many thanks for your kind recommendation to Gov. 
Knowles, which had the desired effect. A word from you also to whomever 
may succeed him in that government will greatly serve and oblige me.

Sir Henry Frankland goes soon for England. I shall lose a good friend 
and companion, who I shall greatly miss and fear he will never come to New 
England again.

I will, you may depend, take particular care of your affairs in my 
hands....

P.S. We hear via Newfoundland that you have met with West India fleet, 
and sent 50 ships in, and are chasing the rest. God's name be praised! I give 
you joy and believe it is true.

I have a quintal of good fish designed to send you by the first good 
opportunity.
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331. Willard to Warren
Boston, 28 Aug. 1747

SIR, I am commanded by the council and house of representatives of this 
province to acquaint you that they are informed by letters from Mr. 
[William] Bollan, one of their agents in Great Britain, [and] from the report 
of the lords commissioners for Trade and Plantations and the Secretary of 
War on their account of the charge of the late expedition (a copy whereof 
Mr. Bollan has transmitted to the court) that you were pleased in your great 
goodness ... to give yourself the trouble of a long attendance before the 
lords commissioners and secretary of war in their examining and auditing 
the said account. 1 [You] so gave your testimony for the proof of the same 
that many of the difficulties that seemed to attend the accounts were 
removed by what you said in favour of the province. They esteem this as a 
fresh instance of your affection to this province, as well as of your regard to 
justice. They have ordered me to render you their hearty thanks for this 
favour and at the same time to acknowledge on their behalf their great 
obligations to you for every other instance of your sincere disposition to 
promote the interests of this province.

The council and house of representatives do likewise take this oppor 
tunity to congratulate you upon your late remarkable success (in conjunc 
tion with Adm. Anson) over the French squadron designed [partly] for the 
East Indies and the greater part for these northern coasts. [By this), they 
apprehend, you have been an eminent instrument in the hands of Providence 
to divert a storm from us which might have proved fatal to these provinces. 
They also congratulate you upon the gracious acceptance your faithful ser 
vices have had with his Majesty, and the public honour he has been pleased 
to confer on you upon this occasion.

I am further to acquaint you that the council and house of representatives 
have the utmost confidence in your kindness and favour towards this 
people. [They believe] you will (as they earnestly desire you to do) upon all 
occasions assist with your influence their labouring affairs in the court and 
Parliament of Great Britain, and in generous compensation to the unfor 
tunate and impoverished circumstances of this province, do everything in 
your power to obtain relief for us. At the same time [we wish! for you the 
favour and protection of Almighty God, and that you may be prospered in 
every important enterprise which you may undertake for the good of your 
king and country.

1 On Thurs, 26 Feb. 1746/7 Warren attended the meeting of the lords commissioners for 
the Trade and Plantations. See Journal of the Commissioners for Trade and Plantations from 
January 1741-2 to December 1749 preserved in the Public Record Office (London: 1931), 
Vol. VIII, pp. 230-4.
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332. Willard to Warren
Boston, 19 Sept. 1747

SIR, I did myself the honour to write to you soon after your departure from 
hence.... I cannot neglect this opportunity of sending you my con 
gratulations upon your repeated and remarkable success over the enemy 
and the just honours both your king and country have done you on this 
happy occasion. What should more peculiarly affect and give satisfaction to 
every honest New England man is that you should be made an instrument in 
the hands of Providence to deliver us from the inexpressible mischief which 
probably would have ensued upon the safe arrival of the French ships 
designed for Nova Scotia. The two houses seem to have a very grateful 
sense of your concern for the prosperity of these colonies, expressed in your 
letter to the government, extracts from which we laid before the court. We 
shall always look upon you as our patron in the courts of Great Britain.

The distinguished favours you have been pleased from time to time to 
show us will always increase the ardour of my wishes for your best 
prosperity.

I herewith enclose a duplicate of a letter from the council and house of 
this province, which I have sent by his Majesty's ship the Scarborough.

333. Warren to Clinton
Westbury, Hampshire, 18 Oct. 1747

DEAR SIR, Give me leave to assure you that I have with uncommon con 
cern heard of the uneasiness which you have gone through in the ad 
ministration of your government. I am told [this] has occasioned your desir 
ing leave to come home, and that we may expect you next spring. Upon the 
duke's asking me who I thought a proper person in that country ... to be 
left in the administration during your absence, I mentioned my brother-in- 
law, the chief justice [James DeLancey]. A commission as lieutenant gover 
nor is sent to your excellency for him. I have written to him on that head, 
and I dare say you will find he will do everything to your satisfaction that 
can be consistent with honour. More, I persuade myself from my knowledge 
of you, you will not expect.

If, after your arrival here, you should choose to resign the government in 
my favour, you may depend on my complying with the proposal that we 
were some time past in treaty about. You will find no difficulty in getting it 
transferred to me, by the interest we can jointly make here, or to any other 
person that you please.
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It will give me the greatest satisfaction to hear from you that all matters 
be made up between your excellency and people before you leave New 
York. There is nothing I wish more than that my brotherl-in-lawj may do 
everything agreeable to you, and by that means merit your friendship and 
interest in his favour with your friends here. I sincerely wish you and your 
family well, and a safe and good conveyance hither.

I wait with great impatience for my wife. I have been obliged to resign the 
command of the western squadron for the benefit of my health, which is 
very much impaired by a scorbutic disorder acquired by a series of sea 
service.

334. Hancock to Warren
Boston, Nov. 1747

SIR, I hope you are happy in the safe arrival of your lady and children 
before this date, of which I shall be exceedingly glad to hear.

I have sent you by this opportunity to the care of Capt. Rous, one quintal 
of meat fish.... There has nothing been done for Capt. Rous since the con 
demnation of the Shirley, which brings him to London. Your good offices 
he greatly depends upon. I hope and believe you will serve him, which will 
greatly oblige all your friends here.

The Board of Ordnance have rejected Mr. Swan's proposal, and have 
given full power to Capt. Bastide to employ whomever he pleases. He has 
put the supply into Mr. Apthorp's and my hands again, so that at present all 
seems to be well. I wish Chauncey Townsend may not make another push 
with the Duke of Montagu in favour of Swan, Gerrish & Barrell. As 
Gerrish is gone home upon it, a good word of yours to the duke will greatly 
serve us, and to my Lord Sandwich.

Mr. Knowles has been very kind in writing to the Board and to Mr. 
Lascelles in our favour.

Col. Hopson has put the supplies of the garrison into my hands, and I 
have joined Mr. Apthorp, as we were concerned together in the Ordnance. 
Mr. Knowles goes soon for the West Indies. My and Mrs. Hancock's best 
compliments attend you and your lady.

335. Warren to Willard
Portsmouth, 23 Dec. 1747

SIR, I have received your letter of 28 Aug. last [No. 331], written by order 
of the council and house of representatives of your province. iTheir] kind
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congratulations to me on the part I bore in the late success of the king's 
arms by sea, as well as on the undeserved honour he has been pleased to 
bestow upon me, I receive with much esteem and regard. I desire you to 
make them in return my hearty acknowledgements.

I shall never think it a trouble to do every service within the small com 
pass of my power that may be acceptable to those who have so large a share 
of my good will as the people of New England. It was doing justice only to 
say what I thought of the fairness and frugality of the accounts relating to 
the expense of the late expedition. I am sorry they have laboured so long, 
which in many instances [is] unavoidable from the strict forms of offices 
and references from one to another. Of this I have been made sensible in 
some accounts which relate particularly to myself. My strong attachment to 
the interests of the American colonies, whose prosperity I shall ever wish 
not only for their own sake but as a good to Britain, will always determine 
me to give them all the assistance I can in every reasonable request. 
Therefore your province may be assured of my constant endeavours for 
their service, as I desire you will be of [my] friendship.

336. Warren to Corbett
Westbury, 16 Oct. 1748

SIR, I have received your letter of the 11th instant, enclosing a petition from 
the companies of his Majesty's ships Sunderland and Chester to the right 
honourable the lords commissioners of the Admiralty. [They set] forth the 
hardships they have undergone by their not being paid their prize money for 
the Notre Dame de la Deliverance, taken off Louisbourg. In answer to 
[this], I beg leave to acquaint you for their lordships' information that what 
these poor petitioners allege is in general very just, except in that part of 
their petition wherein they suggest that they have made frequent 
applications for redress and have had no satisfaction given them. Many of 
those people applied to me, to Mr. Baker, who acts for me, to Capt. 
Edwards, Mr. Henry Douglass, merchant in London, and others, the agents 
for the two East India ships taken off Louisbourg. [These], with regard to 
claims, are under the very same circumstances as the Notre Dame, though 
not complained of by the petitioners. [They] had all the satisfaction given 
them that I conceive could have been. [We told] them, as far as we knew or 
could learn from the lawyers concerned in the several claims laid to those 
prizes in Doctors' Commons, the reasons why a distribution could not be 
made till the property should be determined by law. I am now told, I 
sincerely hope with truth, that it will be so in that court this term. From
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[that], if there is no appeal, a distribution may very soon after be made. 
Should either of the parties appeal from the judgment that shall be given in 
Doctors' Commons, I cannot take upon me to say how much longer it may 
delay the distribution.

I flatter myself if their lordships would be pleased, in favour of the poor 
petitioners, to interfere so far in this affair as to cause a letter to be written 
to Sir Henry Penrice (before whom I presume the cause depending is to be 
heard) to give as much dispatch as possible, consistent with justice and the 
nature of it, it might have a very good effect. If there should be an appeal, 
their lordships' influence with the lords to whom it shall be carried will no 
doubt give it dispatch there. I am sure I shall be extremely obliged to their 
lordships for their good offices to bring this affair to a quick issue, by which 
I may be relieved [of] a most disagreeable trust and the solicitations of the 
poor seamen, who do and have suffered greatly from the tediousness of the 
law in their present case.

I appeal to all the captains and officers concerned in those prizes, and to 
Mr. Greenly, their proctor in Doctors' Commons, if I, Mr. Baker and (I 
may safely include) the agents for the East India ships have not used all our 
endeavour to get the claims decided as soon as possible in order to make a 
distribution. One cause of delay I conceive was that the constituents for the 
people belonging to the privateers, who claim a share with the ships of war in 
those prizes, prayed for time that a commission for examining witnesses on 
the part of the privateers might be sent to New England. The return to [this I 
did not arrive till this summer, owing, I believe, to the ship who brought it 
being forced into the western islands by distress, where she lay a long time. 
If their lordships would be pleased to send for Mr. Greenly, Mr. Alderman 
Baker or Mr. Henry Douglass, they would inform their lordships in every 
particular better than I can by letter. To clear it [up] as much as possible on 
my part, I must beg their lordships' patience to hear the state of the case 
which follows.

In August... 1745, some weeks after the reduction of Louisbourg to his 
Majesty's obedience, I lay with the squadron then under my command in 
the harbour, for the protection of that conquest against any attempt that 
should be made upon it (with which we were threatened by the enemy, either 
from France or elsewhere). [We] apprehended that some of the enemy's 
ships, especially from the East Indies (not knowing the place had fallen into 
our hands) might be destined for that port as was the case, I think, the 
preceding year. I kept the squadron in constant readiness to push to sea 
upon discovering any ships. In order that no wind should prevent some of 
them getting out upon such discovery, I had always two or three ships lying 
ready to slip at a moment's warning at the entrance to the harbour. One
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morning early, perceiving a large ship standing from sea, I immediately 
ordered the Princess Mary and Canterbury, commanded by Capts. Edwards 
and Hore, to slip and put to sea under French colours. I caused [these] on 
all such occasions to be worn both by the ships and garrison.

They soon came up with the ship, who did not attempt to alter her course, 
knowing nothing of Louisbourg's being taken, till our ships hoisted English 
colours and fired at her. She soon struck, was brought in, and proved to be 
the Charmante from the East Indies. Capt. Edwards and Mr. Henry 
Douglass were, I think, appointed agents [for her] by the captors. Soon 
afterwards the Heron from East India was taken in the same manner by ... 
the Chester and Mermaid, commanded by Capts. Durell and Calmady.

I believe it was after that the Notre Dame from the South Sea was 
taken in like manner by the Sunder land and Chester, commanded by Capts. 
Brett and Durrell. I was some time after appointed agent by the captors for 
the bullion that was taken in the Notre Dame, but not for her cargo, of which 
I would not (though pressed to it) accept. It was not very considerable and 
consisted of some wool and cocoa. Several of the captors petitioned me to 
take the agency of the Indian ships upon me, but I refused. [It was] an af 
fair not so easily managed by me as by merchants understanding trade.

I expected at this time to have been ordered home with the greatest part 
of the squadron, but soon after I received a commission to be governor of 
Louisbourg, and orders to send most of the squadron to England. I con 
sulted with all the captains, who unanimously agreed that, upon the change, 
it would be most proper to send the prizes home with the ships of war, es 
pecially as they could not be condemned at Louisbourg, nor sold to advan 
tage if they could in any part of America. As the South Sea ship was con 
demned by survey as unfit to go to sea, it was agreed that the bullion taken 
in her should be sent home in the men of war and lodged in the Bank of 
England till a distribution could be legally made. Accordingly, it was all 
shipped, except 100,000 dollars, which I took as part of my own share for 
the support of the ships and garrison of Louisbourg, which could not have 
subsisted otherwise I believe my so doing prevented a mutiny in the 
garrison.

The money was lodged in the bank under the inspection of Alderman 
Baker, a gentleman of known character who acts for me and two other 
gentlemen of honour and distinction, with the approbation of all the cap 
tains. Upon my coming home about a year after, [I found] that the claims 
of the men of war who were not immediately concerned in taking the 
aforesaid prizes, or those of the privateers, were not determined in Doctors' 
Commons, and that we could not make a general distribution. I easily 
prevailed with Alderman Baker to advance some money to the captains,
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lieutenants and warrant officers, upon their [agreement] to share with each 
other and [their] giving security to be answerable to the agents for all 
claims. I know not [how much was advanced], but Mr. Baker (who acts for 
me) and Mr. Douglass, for the East India ships, can inform you. I do not 
apprehend such an indulgence as this could have been shown to the petty of 
ficers and seamen without manifest hazard to the agents. I am well assured 
[they] would have readily done it if their council had not advised them 
otherwise, who they consulted upon the first application made to them by 
the seamen.

This is the state of the case so far as I am concerned, which is only for 
the bullion taken in the Noire Dame and for the Vigilant ship of war. Upon 
taking [that] ship, the captors (imagining, I presume, I could best sell her to 
the government) prevailed on me to give them leave to name me their agent 
for [here]. Sometime last year, I think it was, the Navy Board paid for her by 
a bill bearing interest after six months, according to the course of the navy. 
The Victualling Board have also paid by bill for part of her provisions, but 
the whole demand of the captors on that Board is not yet adjusted. The 
money for her ordnance stores, which came to something more than £1,000, 
was paid to Mr. Baker about four or six months ago, and so with the bills 
for the ship.

Provision and head money bills (which last has not, I believe, been got 
four months) [are] lodged in the hands of Mr. Baker, Mr. Douglass and Mr. 
Tattum (who acts for me in that agency). [They] have the sole benefit of the 
commissions and I only a great share of the trouble. No pains or application 
have been or shall be wanting on my part, and I dare say the same for the 
other gentlemen who transact this affair, to make a speedy and just distribu 
tion to the captors, when the law (which will have a good share in it) shall 
give us leave.

For the truth of what I here set forth, as well as for the care [I have 
taken] to bring everything to a just account, I appeal to all the captains and 
officers commanding, and to Messrs. Baker and Douglass and Mr. Greenly 
the proctor. If I have not exerted myself as much as possible to get the dis 
pute ended, I flatter myself this representation will be satisfactory to their 
lordships and to the reasonable parts of the petitioners. I fear it will not be 
so to many of the petty officers and seamen unless their lordships will be 
pleased to inform them that their influence shall be exerted in getting the dis 
pute which prevents the distribution soon determined in Doctors' Com 
mons, and by the lords of appeals, should it be carried before them. I am 
very sorry for the matter which occasions their lordships the trouble of so 
long a letter. I should be extremely [sorry] did I not hope, from their justice 
and regard to the poor seamen's petition, that I may soon be enabled to see
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justice done to them, and extricate myself from a great deal of trouble and 
uneasiness.

337. Nathaniel Meserve to Warren
Portsmouth, N.H., 18 Oct. 1748

HONOURABLE SIR, I make bold to offer a humble address to your honour, 
acquainting you that, when I began to build the 44 gun ship for his Majesty, 
by Mr. Knowles' direction to me with the advice of Sir William Pepperrell, I 
built the ship 6' longer than the contract. [This] makes her exceed in ton 
nage 48 tons more than the contract, and [makes] a great addition to some 
of her scantlings. I have accordingly sent your honour Mr. Knowles' letter, 
to testify for me that what the ship [exceeds by] was by his advice, and 
agreeable to rny own sentiments. [I am] well assured it was your honour's 
opinion that the 40 gun ships [wanted] length. I pray your interest with the 
Admiralty that I may not lose the over-tonnage, which will be a great loss to 
me, so that instead of my being rewarded for my services at Louisbourg, I 
must sink near £500. Sir William Pepperrell has written to the honourable 
the Navy Board, addressing on my behalf for the payment of it. [He] has 
received their answer that they cannot grant it to me, but refer me to the 
lords of the Admiralty. Sir William [Pepperrell] has promised me to write to 
their lordships. [This] emboldens me to be a humble petitioner to your 
honour. [As I have] this opportunity, I do embrace it, relying entirely on 
your goodness for your friendship in the same.

338. Warren to Clevland
Cavendish Square, 13 Dec. 1748

SIR, When I had the honour to receive the command of the lords com 
missioners of the Admiralty to repair to New England from the Leeward 
Islands, to join the forces raised upon the continent for the attack on 
Louisbourg, I proceeded with his Majesty's ships Superbe, Mermaid and 
Launceston in the execution of those orders without loss of time, as soon as 
the season would admit. Within about 30 leagues off Cape Cod I met a 
schooner, which informed me that the forces had sailed a few days before 
from Boston for their rendezvous at Canso, whereupon I judged it for his 
Majesty's service to proceed directly after them. As I had taken in no more 
provisions at Antigua than was necessary to carry our ships to Boston, 1 
found myself under a necessity of sending an officer in the said schooner to 
Boston for supplies to be sent to us at Louisbourg. 1 Though the contractor

1 Shirley referred to this incident in his letter to the Admiralty. 18 Apr. 1745, PRO, 
ADM/1/3817.
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was under no obligation to [comply], yet his agent, upon my credit, fur 
nished us with some provisions.

[As our] demands increased] greatly after the reduction of the town and 
fortress thereupon depending, and finding that the supplies from Boston 
were attended with a considerable expense of freight and insurance, and that 
to depend entirely on what should be sent us from there could be hazardous 
and unsafe, I thought it necessary for the good of the service to endeavour 
to procure provisions from the neighbouring colonies by offering them the 
prices of the contract subsisting at Boston, to be paid by my bills on the 
commissioners for victualling his Majesty's navy. Accordingly by my credit 
and influence diverse seasonable supplies were brought to us, which we 
could not have had from Boston, good in the kind and cheaper than we 
could have been furnished with from thence.

We likewise had some very seasonable supplies from the prizes that fell 
into our hands, from whom, while under my power at sea, such provisions 
as were made use of are charged (agreeable to the 20th article of the 
General Instructions) on that head. After those prizes were in port their 
stores and provisions landed, and in the agents' hands (who had an in 
disputable right to make the best market of them) I did not think it in my 
power, without doing manifest injustice to the captors, to take those 
provisions, when found good and fit for the service, at lower prices than 
those stipulated with the contractor, especially as the agents might have dis 
posed of them at higher rates.

Yet notwithstanding all my care and precaution to procure a stock of 
provisions to carry us through a long winter, had we not, before it came on, 
got rid of the greatest part of the French inhabitants, by transporting them 
to France, had we not lost near two thousand men by mortality, and the 
greatest part of the squadron been ordered home, or had not the troops from 
Gibraltar been fortunately blown off the coast of Cape Breton into the 
colonies of New England, New York, Virginia, and Carolina, we should 
have been in great danger of [having starved].

For the cost of all these several supplies I drew bills on the commissioners 
of the Victualling. [These] they paid, and have impressed to me. To dis 
charge [these bills] I have laid before them just and fair accounts of the dis 
tribution of all those provisions, with the names of the particular ships and 
persons to whom they were issued, and vouchers, which I apprehend I to be] 
sufficient for charging the respective pursers therewith. As the various ser 
vices wherein I was then engaged, and the circumstances of time and place 
did not admit my close attention to the exact forms of office, and the death 
of my then secretary [William Tattum] has laid me under difficulties how to 
supply that omission. The commissioners are not furnished with all the
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vouchers, which they think necessary by the strict rules of their office for 
passing my accounts.

It is however greatly to my satisfaction that they do admit that the several 
particulars performed by me at that time might not only be reasonable, but 
absolutely necessary to [have been] done in the several branches of his 
Majesty's service. [They do likewise admit] that the supplies ordered by me 
were cheaper than those furnished from Boston. As the persons to whom 
they were issued have acknowledged the receipt of them, and [as] no com 
plaint whatever has been made of them, I am therefore to desire that you 
will lay this matter before their lordships. I flatter myself that upon their 
taking all the above circumstances into their consideration, their lordships 
will be pleased to direct my imprest account to be cleared in such a manner 
as to them shall appear just and equitable. If any further explanation, than I 
have already given, shall be thought necessary by their lordships, I shall be 
ready to attend them when they think proper.

339. Bollan and Warren to Willard
Portsmouth, 12 Aug. 1749

SIR, Since [we acknowledged] the receipt of the Act of the general assembly 
of your province and their instructions touching the receipt and remittance 
of the money, voted to them by Parliament for reimbursing the expenses in 
curred on the expedition against Cape Breton, and before that money was 
ordered by the Treasury into our hands, we had the misfortune to lose Mr. 
Eliakim Palmer, our colleague in that trust, who is dead.

On 16 June we obtained an order from the Treasury payable at the 
exchequer for £183,649 2s 7^d, which was accordingly paid by a draught 
upon the Bank [of England], deducting the usual and lowest fees of about 
one penny per pound. It was at first doubted whether [or not] it was liable to 
five percent poundage, viz six pence per pound to the civil list, and the like 
sum for fees. An account was opened [for] us at the Bank for the sum thus 
received.

In a transaction of this public nature we were desirous, for the satisfac 
tion of our constituents as well as for our own, to have dealt entirely with 
the Bank for the purchase of the silver. But [we] must own, we were sur 
prised to find upon our application to the directors of that company that 
they demanded 5s 6d per ounce. Though they afterwards came down to 
5s 5d yet we could not think it reasonable to close with them at a price so 
much above that of the market. For the Bank at that time gave but 5s 3^d, 
while the market, which is generally a farthing above the Bank, was from
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5s 3|d to 5s 3^d. That company not thinking fit to abate their demand, we 
were forced into the market, where [we purchased] about 110,000 ounces at 
5s 3fd of milled and pillar silver promiscuously, it being very difficult to buy 
up the first sort separately. Soon after [we] had the good fortune to discover 
and buy up 300,000 milled pieces of eight, which came in one remittance 
from Spain; and which we were glad to get at 5s 4d. The Bank then agreed 
to let us have to the value of £65,000 sterling in milled silver at that price. 
This, together with a few purchases from particular persons, has enabled us 
to make up the whole of 650,000 ounces. In this quantity there was about 
99,000 ounces of hammered money, about 60,000 of which we exchanged 
at the Bank, and were obliged to pay a halfpenny per ounce. We had 10,000 
more exchanged at a farthing. Of the whole there remains no more than 
about 29,000 ounces of hammered silver, which is but a small proportion; 
and is entirely in pieces and half-pieces of eight. All these purchases were 
deposited in the Bank warehouses, the keepers of which, with a good deal of 
pains and labour, made careful assortments of all the money. [This was 
then] weighed, bagged, and then put into boxes, and then directly carried 
from the Bank to Portsmouth in wagons, under a proper escort of Horse 
Guards.

As we have used the utmost care and all imaginable circumspection in the 
purchase of the silver, [permit us] to observe to you that, as the Act of your 
province was soon a matter of public notoriety here, you will easily see that 
those from whom we bought silver could not be ignorant of our situation, 
and would not fail to avail themselves of it accordingly. We must likewise 
take notice that had not some favourable incidents happened we should have 
been under a difficulty of completing the purchase, and under a necessity of 
closing with the Bank on their own terms. Such was first the large Spanish 
remittance in the specie the province had selected. Another [was] the expec 
tation of the arrival of theflota with the treasure tor Spain, which [event] 
brought the Bank down to 5s 4d, and at the same time got us in the market 
more easily [to bargain with those] particular persons. Since the arrival of 
theflota, 1 under Adm. Reggio, the Bank have lowered their buying price to 
5s 2^d, which has had its influence proportionately in the market. Yet as the 
arrival of that treasure was uncertain, and as no part of it is yet brought to 
England, we should have thought ourselves remiss had we delayed this 
remittance in expectation of a saving, which in the end might have proved 
inconsiderable. [Nor did we wish] to risk, by the precariousness of a slow 
passage, the force of the Act, which was conditional on the delivery of the 
money at Boston before 31 Mar. 1750.

Upon application to the officers of the mint for such copper coinage as is
1 Theflota carried 12,000,000 pesos.
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desired by the instructions, we found so many objections were raised to the 
proposed diminution of the coin and that it would be attended with so much 
trouble and waste of time in memorials, references and reports from one 
board to another, and since the authority of the crown would be necessary if 
such a coinage was ordered (which at least was doubtful) we agreed to drop 
all thought of this matter and have sent you ... about £2,100 in halfpence 
and farthings of the usual current coinage.

We should have been well pleased, if we could have prevailed upon those 
in authority here to have adopted the sentiments of the general court in con 
sidering the money voted by Parliament as payment to be made at the cost 
and risk of this nation. Yet in granting this sum a very considerable 
allowance has been made your province in the calculation of the [rate ofj 
exchange [between sterling and Massachusetts currency.] As the ministry 
was not unacquainted with the advantage thereby arising, we had less con 
fidence to press this point or to hope for success in it.

From the same consideration we were likewise held back from pressing 
with too much importunity for a ship of war to carry the money, free of all 
charge. [We were] given to understand that, though a ship would be 
ordered, the captain could expect a gratification. Since the gentlemen of 
the Navy are restrained from carrying anything but treasure, a certain and 
fixed commission was generally given them. In diverse cases an allowance is 
made to them for carrying public money. Sir Peter Warren having, from a 
punctilio towards his own corps, declined interfering in ascertaining the 
gratification to be made on this occasion, Mr. Bollan, upon conferring with 
Capt. [John] Montague has agreed with Sir Peter's approbation to give a 
present of £1,500 (which is short of one percent) in consideration of freight 
[money], as expressed in his bills of lading....

We made insurance of £175,000 at two percent to pay ninety-eight 
[percent] in case of a loss, in four policies which are deposited in Sir Peter 
Warren's hands. We were several days treating with the two companies with 
whom we made part of the insurance, in order to prevail on them to take the 
whole between them. [We were] desirous of this as, in case of a loss (which 
God forbid!) it would be easier to deal with few [rather] than many. But 
they could not be induced to take any larger sums than those mentioned in 
the invoice. 1 As to the private policies, they are underwritten by the most 
noted and substantial merchants on the exchange of London.

We come next to mention the commission charged of half percent on 
receiving the money at the Exchequer, and of one percent on the sum 
remitted. We are persuaded [that these] will be thought to fall short of the

1 The invoice is in Massachusetts State Archives MS. Vol. 20, fol. 558, and is published in 
Davis, Currency and Banking in Massachusetts Bay, Vol. I, pp. 437-9, Appx. B.
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real and accustomed charges, where commissions are taken for such ser 
vices. Sir Peter Warren indeed declared that he had no inclination to make 
any private advantage for himself from the transaction, or to take any 
stated commission or any other sum than he judged [necessary as] gratifica 
tion to those whose assistance he had made use of on this occasion. Mr. 
Bollan likewise declared the same inclination, provided he might have a sum 
of money sufficient to clear his engagements contracted on account of and 
for the service of the province. As this does not appear to be authorized by 
the instructions, there remained no other method of getting over this dif 
ficulty than by stating a commission. Sir Peter, of like part of the said com 
mission, has taken for the purposes above mentioned £455 8s 4d and retains 
in his hands ... £900 for the use of and subject to the order of the province, 
to be disposed of for such public service, as it shall think proper. As Mr. 
Bollan returns by this conveyance to New England, Ihe] will render an ac 
count of the trust committed to him....

Upon the whole we have endeavoured to the utmost of our power and 
abilities to discharge the trust reposed in us by the general court, with all 
faithfulness towards them, and with a sincere and hearty goodwill and 
affection for the province in general, whose prosperity we earnestly wish. 
[We also hope] it may long enjoy that solid medium of commerce, which is 
now about to be introduced amongst them. Nothing will give us more 
pleasure than to be honoured with their approbation of our proceedings.

340. Warren to Willard
Westbury, Hampshire, 12 Aug. 1749

SIR, I am favoured with your letter of 12 June 1 acknowledging the receipt of 
my private and public ones, in conjunction with Mr. Bollan and Mr. Palmer.

I have now the pleasure to inform you that this same conveyance brings 
the money voted for your province, with the necessary and unavoidable 
deductions upon it, as will appear by Mr. Bollan's and my joint letter to you 
[No. 339]. As he goes in the same ship, he will be able to relate the whole of 
this affair better than I can by letter.

I never intended to have charged any trouble or expense of mine to your 
province. Nor did I think myself empowered to allow Mr. Bollan to take any 
sum out of the money voted, except such as was actually relative and 
necessarily expended in the procuring and shipping it, except by way of 
commission. From my part there remains in my hands £900, having with 
the rest gratified the gentlemen, who took a great part of the trouble off my

1 Not located.
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hands. Indeed it was impossible for me to give due attendance without such 
assistance. I would by no means be a gainer by a transaction of this kind, 
for a province and people, for whom I have a very great respect and regard, 
and for whom I shall always be proud of showing my good will.

The £900 commission, before mentioned, shall remain in the Bank to be 
applied to any public use in the province that the general court shall judge 
fit. When they have determined upon its use, which I hope will be soon, they 
will be pleased to direct that bills for that sum be drawn on me, which shall 
be duly honoured....

I beg you will make my compliments to the general court, and assure 
them that so far as it falls within the compass of my sphere and power, they 
shall always find me ready to do the colonies every good office. Upon Ithe 
colonies], though I may be thought partial, I cannot help thinking the 
welfare of our mother country here does in a great measure depend, and 
does [depend as well] upon a due obedience to her, for their common in 
terest in inseparable.

My wife joins me in regards to you and yours.

341. Warren to Willard
London, 27 Mar. 1750

SIR, I am favoured with your letter of 31 Jan... . l As to the money, which I 
complimented the province with, since there seems to be a [difficulty] about 
the appropriation of it and as it would make a poor figure in arms for so 
great a province, I should take it as a favour, if it could be agreeable to your 
province, if they would make a compliment of part of it (as from themselves 
and recommended by me) to the Protestant schools in Ireland. There cannot 
be anything better calculated nor carried on [than this] for the interest of his 
Majesty's dominions both at home and abroad.

[Moreover] upon talking to Sir William Pepperrell,2 [I believe] that a fine 
well-bred stallion would be a very great benefit to your colony; and I have 
thought of sending one.

Should you come into my proposal, I am in hope it would be an example 
to the other governments in America to show their zeal for the growth of 
Protestantism by some public marks of their favour to the schools for that 
purpose. I shall always look upon your compliance with my wishes in this 
respect as a peculiar instance of the regard for me, whom you may depend

1 Not located.
2 Pepperrell had come to England in the autumn of 1749 and returned to Piscataqua in 

October 1750. See Fairchild, Messrs. William Pepperrell: Merchants at Piscataqua^ p. 185.
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you shall on all occasions find a sincere well wisher to the colonies in 
general and to yours in particular, whenever in the power of your most 
obedient, humble servant.

342. Corbett to Warren
London, 31 May 1750

SIR, The lords commissioners of the Admiralty desire you will let them know 
whether you gave any order in writing to Mr. Benjamin Hallowell of 
Boston, who built the Boston of 24 guns, to increase her scantlings or 
dimensions. If you did, they desire you will send a copy of the same hither, 
and your reasons for giving such orders.

343. Warren to Corbett
London, 4 June 1750

SIR, [This is] answer to your letter of the 31 May [No. 342], about the in 
crease of the scantlings or dimensions of the Boston of 24 guns, built in 
New England, and desiring my reasons for ordering such increase.

Please inform the lords commissioners of the Admiralty that very soon 
after making the contract with Mr. Hallowell for building that ship I became 
convinced by the unanimous opinion of very good judges in shipbuilding, 
whom I consulted upon the occasion, and from the result of my own judg 
ment on the experience I have had, that lengthening her would make her a 
far better sailing vessel than if she had been built of the dimensions con 
tracted for. This quality is, in my opinion, the principal one to be desired in 
all frigates and light vessels, and best suited to the purposes for which they 
are most frequently employed. I gave verbal orders to the builder to increase 
the Boston to her present dimensions. Upon the same principles, I concurred 
in opinion with Sir William Pepperrell (a gentleman of great experience in 
shipbuilding) for lengthening the America of 44 guns to her present dimen 
sions. In [these] alterations we had likewise the [concurrence] of Rear Adm. 
Knowles.

As I had no other view herein than the good of his Majesty's service, I 
flatter myself the authority given me by their lordships to order these two 
ships to be built will justify me in such alteration as I thought conducive to 
that end. [I am] persuaded that they will thereby be found more serviceable 
and useful. I have the pleasure to be informed that the Boston sails as well 
as any of his Majesty's ships with whom she has yet been [in] company.
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344. Warren to Willard
Cavendish Square, 30 Mar. 1751

SIR, Some time since, I intimated to you my desire that the money I had 
received for a particular service done for your province might be improved 
for promoting some public good, and that I might have the approbation of 
your general assembly for its being appropriated for the benefit of the 
Protestant schools in Ireland. I now take this opportunity to inform you 
that, on further consideration of that matter, I [apprehend] that a more ex 
tensive good may be promoted by improving that money nearer to you and 
in a way more pleasing to your province, for educating Mohawk children in 
Christianity. I understand that a well-disposed, charitable, gentleman, Mr. 
Hollis, maintains a number of the river Indian boys at Stockbridge, in your 
province, and allows a salary to a schoolmaster there to instruct them. I 
have been credibly informed the Mohawks have been invited by that 
schoolmaster to send their children to that school for instruction. To [this] 
they have been also moved by my nephew, Col. Johnson. I shall write Ito 
him] in the strongest terms to use his influence in promoting the same, to 
which their chief has also expressed a willingness.

This (as I apprehend) is a thing greatly to be wished for. For Isuch a] pur 
pose, I would cheerfully devote £700 of the £750 remaining in my hands. U 
have] deposited £150 in the hands of Sir William Pepperrell to purchase and 
carry over some fine horses to New England with a view of bettering their 
breed of horses there, and £50 only for the Protestant schools in Ireland. 
Such an improvement of the money may be a means of promoting the 
knowledge of Christianity among that ignorant (and therefore to be pitied) 
people. It would undoubtedly greatly serve the British interest and the 
American colonies in particular, as it would more firmly attach to us not 
only that tribe but all the Six Nations. As I would not confine the charity to 
those of that tribe, so it may be hoped that other tribes may be induced to 
send their children there for instruction. By the charities of others, there 
may be an increasing fund for such a purpose.

The happy issue hereof (if it please God to own and [prosper] the same) I 
need not enlarge upon to you. [You] well understand the intriguing temper 
and designs of the French and their clergy, and [their] constant endeavours 
to draw those tribes into their interest, [and] the importance of securing 
them as much as possible [to] our interest. How happy and glorious a thing 
it would be to bring those nations to the knowledge of and subjection to the 
glorious Redeemer of the world! [I am] in full confidence of your general 
assembly's approbation of my payment. For [this] end I desire you would 
communicate this to them. I shall set out to interest the £700 devoted to the
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above mentioned purpose, that they may have the benefit of it as soon as 
may be. My respects and real regard to the lieutenant governor and general 
assembly of the province.

345. Warren to Willard
Cavendish Square, 27 Apr. 1751

SIR, I have just received yours of 26 Feb., 1 with the copies of the votes of 
your general assembly, passed the same month, regarding the money in my 
hands, designed by me for some public use which might be agreeable to 
your province. I would now take the first opportunity that offers of 
acknowledging [my] gratitude [for] any honour your assembly has intended 
me in those acts.

At the same time, I take the liberty to say on that subject that, as the 
assembly had delayed coming to any determination on what I wrote in 
Aug., 1749,1 wrote some time after [No 341] to you. I proposed that money 
be appropriated to the benefit of the Protestant schools in Ireland. [I had] 
nothing from you [as to] what the assembly had thought proper to do 
therein. I wrote you last month [No. 344] that, on further consideration of 
that matter and some intelligence I had received, I thought a much better 
use might be made of that money by improving it for the education of 
Mohawk boys, and indeed of any of the boys of the Six Nations, at 
Stockbridge. I was very desirous therefore that £700 of that money should 
be devoted to that purpose, and the remaining £50 to the Protestant schools 
in Ireland. [I was] in full confidence of its having the approbation of your 
general assembly.

I must still be of opinion that, when your assembly shall reconsider that 
matter (as I desire they would) they will join with me in thinking that it be a 
much better [use] of the money than applying it to building any courthouse. 
As those tribes of Indians have been faithful to the English interest, so it is 
of very great consequence to us to have them continue so. Using proper 
means for this purpose is what we owe ourselves. This is what immediately 
affects New England, as so your province. The intrigues of the French to 
draw them off to their interest are constant and endless. What [is] so likely 
to prevent their success [and] to attach those tribes to us as instructing them 
in Christianity? I doubt not you will agree with me in thinking [this] has 
been too much unthought of and neglected.

When I think of them in their present heathenish state, my compassion is 
not a little moved towards them. Their friendship to us joins in pleading the 
more powerfully in their behalf. Nor can I think, when your assembly at

1 Not located.
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their next session shall seriously think of the case, that they will feel a less 
Christian compunction for them, or that the reasons determining my judg 
ment to such an application of the money are less weighty than I apprehend 
them. I therefore as yet can do [nothing but] retain the fullest persuasion 
that your assembly (to whom I desire you would communicate this) will 
most readily approve of my advice relating to the same.

[I must add] that my nephew Col. Johnson has moved the Mohawk 
chiefs to send their children to that school. I have written to IhimJ (as 1 in 
timated to you in my last) to use all the interest he has with them to further 
that design, letting him know at the same time my devoting the above men 
tioned sum to their benefit. [This], when understood by that nation (if they 
should find themselves disappointed of it by your assembly) must certainly 
have a very unhappy influence upon their minds. The sad effects of [this] I 
believe your province would have great reason to lament. Therefore I doubt 
not your assembly will have the wisdom to prevent [this] by encouraging 
what is so likely to prove beneficial, both to New England as well as to the 
Indians.

346. Willard to Warren
Boston, 16 Sept. 1751

SIR, On 30 July last 1 I wrote to you to acknowledge the receipt of your last 
letter to the lieutenant governor and the general assembly dated 26 Apr. 
[No. 341]. I afterwards sent you a duplicate of my letter, and therein took 
the freedom to recommend to you some further method of advancing the 
good design you had so well begun to encourage the propagating of the 
Christian religion among the Six Nations of Indians living on the borders of 
the New York government.

The Rev. Mr. Pemberton of New York being about to embark to Great 
Britain at the desire of the Commissary of the Society in Scotland ordered 
for propagating the gospel among the Indians in America, with intention [of 
getting] further assistance for carrying on the same design, and having 
desired that I would write to you by him on this important subject, I 
embrace the occasion with great pleasure.

Mr. Pemberton, I think, must be too well known to you to need anything 
from me to recommend him to you. I trust the weighty affair he is engaged 
in will do it more effectually than anything I can say upon the subject. By 
what I can learn the present disposition of the Indians of the Six Nations to 
receive the gospel and have their children instructed is such as that the funds

1 Not located.
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of the Society both in England and Scotland fall much short of maintaining 
the expense, nor of any for carrying on this mission probably to advantage. 
If it be then considered (as you have well observed in your letter) that while 
we are showing a Christian compassion to the souls of these poor creatures, 
we are in the best manner fastening their nations to the English interest, and 
so strengthening our frontiers against encroachments of the French in this 
good work. The inducement will sufficiently appeal to charitable and public- 
spirited persons as are favoured by divine providence with I \ l answerable 
to their good inclinations. I shall use my best endeavours to promote this in 
terest in our general assembly when it next meets.

I persuade myself that Mr. Pemberton's personal character, as well as the 
worthy business he has undertaken] will recommend him to your patronage 
and favour, which will be always gratefully acknowledged by me. I wish 
you the best prosperity and remain with great respect, sir, your most 
obliged, most obedient, humble servant.

347. Willard to Warren
Boston, 3 Jan. 1752

SIR, Your letter of 26 Apr. 1751 [No. 342] was laid before the general court 
of this province. They have agreed to apply the £700 sterling, which you 
desire may be appropriated for instructing the Indians of the Six Nations, to 
that purpose as you propose. For their encouragement to settle within this 
province, [they] have granted a tract of land to be laid out near Stockbridge, 
to be confirmed to them upon their removal there.

I now transmit you the report of a committee, and the resolutions of the 
court upon it. By this you will see the whole plan formed for carrying the af 
fair into execution. [This] will be attended with a great expense to the 
government; but it appears to be of so much importance and the juncture so 
critical that they have come into it with great cheerfulness, in hopes that 
Providence will raise up other benefactors to assist them therein....

348. Willard to Warren
Boston, 21 Jan. 1752

SIR, I have received your letter of 9 Oct. last. 2 Long before it came to hand 
the general court appointed three gentlemen to manage the affair of the In 
dian school at Stockbridge. It is thought that one or more of them should

1 Word illegible.
2 Not located.
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always be on the spot. As [their] place of residence [is] not far distant, [they 
are the] more suitable to this trust.

Notwithstanding which appointment, I mentioned the affair of your kins 
man, Col. Johnson, to some of the principal members of the court. They 
were of advice that as the proposal was out of time, so Col. Johnson's living 
at such a distance from Stockbridge, it rendered the necessary duty of this 
trust impracticable by him. Though in other matters he might be exceedingly 
serviceable to the general interest in relation to the Six Nations, as he has 
clearly been. I hope he will have your strict injunction to do everything in his 
power to promote this great and good design.

So large a field seems now to be opening by the accession of some new 
tribes that without some further assistance from abroad the great danger 
will be that this government will think themselves utterly unable to bear so 
large an expense. If from this cause or any other this design should at last 
miscarry, it is more than probable that affairs will be much worse in respect 
to the Six Nations than ever. On the other hand, if means may be found out 
for supporting the great expense that the affair will demand, and if through 
the favour of divine providence this enterprise should succeed, it will in all 
probability bring unspeakable advantages as well to the English nation in 
general as to the colonies. It will have such a tendency to weaken the interest 
of the French in those parts, that I hope the enterprise will gain more 
friends, who are able and willing to assist in promoting it....

349. Warren to Willard
London, 22 Mar. 1752

SIR, I am favoured with your letters of 3 and 21 Jan. last, and the 
resolutions of the interest of the £700 sterling, given by your humble servant 
for the education of the Indian children.

I wish you success with all my heart. I have made a beginning to carry on 
a subscription to increase that fund. I should imagine you will have the 
assistance of your neighbouring colonies, who are equally interested with 
yours in the success of this great plan for preserving the Indians in the 
British interest, and leading them in the way to eternal happiness.

My reason for recommending my nephew, Col Johnson, to be one of the 
trustees was owing to his situation among the Indians. The influence he has 
with them might be a means of his prevailing on them to send some of their 
children. He has my strongest injunction to do everything in his power to 
promote your good design....

I am, with best wishes for the success of this undertaking and for the 
prosperity of the colonies, sir, your most obedient, humble servant.
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AMBROSE, John, s. of William Ambrose and da. of Sir Gerald Aylmer, Bart.; lieut. 
1728; capt. 1734; dismissed by court martial for role off Toulon Feb. 1744; 
restored as superannuated rear-adm. 1750; m. Charlotte, da. of Sir John Norris; 
trustee of Sir John's will; Warren was godfather to his s. b. 1750.

ANSON, George Lord (1697-1762), 2nd s. of William Anson of Shugborough, 
Staffs, and Isabella, da. and coh. of Charles Carrier of Wirkworth, Derbys.; 
capt. 1724; rear-adm. 1744; vice-adm. 1746; admiral 1748; vice-adm. of Great 
Britain 1749-d.; memb. of Admiralty Board 1744-51; 1st lord of Admiralty 
1751-6, 1757-<1.; m. 1748, Elizabeth, eld. da. of Phillip, 1st Earl Hardwick; 
M.P. 1744-7; cr. Baron 1747; first met Warren in S.C. 1728, acted there for 
Warren's interests.

ANVILLE, due d' (see ROYE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULD).
APTHORP, Charles (1698-1758), b. in Eng.; Boston merchant; political ally of 

Shirley; partner with Thomas Hancock in Board of Ordnance contract to 
supply Louisbourg 1745-9; and for Annapolis Royal and Halifax; served (with 
Hancock and Sir Henry Frankland) as agent in N.E. for Warren family 1746-d.

ATKINSON, Theodore (1697-1779), b. New Castle, Mass.; o.s. of Theodore and 
Mary Atkinson; Harvard grad. 1718; m. 1732 Hannah, sis. of Gov. Benning 
Wentworth and wid. of Samuel Plaisted; envoy with William Dudley to Canada 
1725; lawyer, who held numerous offices in the N.H. government principally 
clerk of the N.H. council 1741-76; provincial secretary 1741-76; pres. of the 
N.H. council 1757-76; col. of N.H. militia; c.j. of N.H.; delegate to Albany 
Congress 1754; Loyalist.

AYLMER, Henry Lord (d. 1766), 2nd s. of Henry, 2nd Baron Aylmer of Balrath; 
bro. of Capt. Matthew Aylmer, R.N. (d. unm. 1748); m. Anne, da. of William 
Pierce of Virginia, 2 s. 1 da.; sue. as Baron Aylmer 1754; lieut. 1735; capt. 1741; 
served with Warren in the Bay of Biscay in 1742, and earlier as a vol. on 
Warren's ship at New York and Charleston 1730-2.

BAKER, Sir William (1705-70), partner of Samuel Baker; dir. East India Co. 
1750-60; gov. of Hudson's Bay Co. 1760-d; principally concerned with trade to 
North America; contractor with cousin to supply specie to the garrison of 
Louisbourg 1745-9; partner in contract to provision H.M. forces in North 
America 1756-60; M.P. 1747-68; alderman of London 1739; knighted 1760.

BALTIMORE (see CALVERT).
BANFF (see OGILVY).
BARAILH, Monsieur de (d. 1762), lieut. 1712; capt. 1737; chef d'escadre 1741; 

general 1750; vice-adm. 1753; commanded the squadron off Dunkirk Feb. 1744, 
to convoy troops to England.

BASTIDE, John Henry (71700-70), ensign 1711; lieut. 1718; sub-engineer 1733; 
engin.-extraordinary 1741; engin. in ordinary 1744; capt. 1745; lieut.-col. 1747; 
col. 1758;maj.-gen. 1761; lieut.-gen. 1770; at Louisbourg sieges, 1745 and 1758; 
in summer of 1746, Warren and his family lived with the Bastide family in 
Boston.
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BEAUCLERK, Lord Vere (1699-1781) 3rd. s. of Charles Beauclerk, 1st Duke of St. 
Albans; capt. 1721; rear-adm. 1745; vice-adm. 1746; admiral 1748; retired in 
1749 when not made vice-adm. of Great Britain upon Norris' death; gov. of 
Newfoundland 1730; memb. of Admiralty Board 1738-42, 1744-9; cr. Baron 
Vere of Hanworth 1750; m. 1736, Mary (worth £45,000) 1st da. and coh. of 
Thomas Chambers and Mary, da. of Charles, 2nd Earl of Berkeley; M.P. 
1726-50.

BECKET, Robert, capt. of sloop Bonneta (6 guns); convoyed N.E. troops to 
Louisbourg; burned houses on lie Madame May 1745 and remained at Canso 
under Capt. Cutter's orders.

BEDFORD (see RUSSELL).
BELCHER, Andrew (1706-71), b. in Boston, eld. s. of Gov. Jonathon Belcher and 

Mary Partridge; Harvard grad. 1724; merchant partner with Messrs. Foye and 
Lyde; visited London with father 1729; founding memb. of 1st. Masonic lodge in 
Mass. 1733; deputy grand master; joint naval officer for port of Boston from 
1733; j.p.; register of probate for Suffolk county; register of the Court of Vice- 
Admiralty 1740-1, 1743; memb. of Mass. gen. court 1759-64; memb. Mass, 
council 1764-8; m. 1754 Elizabeth Teal, his step sister; d. at Boston much in 
debt.

BELCHER, Jonathan (1682-1775), gov. of Massachusetts 1730-41, and of New 
Jersey 1746-d.; b. at Cambridge, Mass.; Harvard grad. 1699; m. Istly Mary, da. 
of William Partridge, former lieut.-gov. of Mass., and 2ndly 1748, Mary Teal; 
Mass, council 1718-20, 1722-3, 1726-7; benefactor of Princeton; debtor of 
Warren.

BLADEN, Martin (1680-1746), comptroller of the mint 1714-17; memb. of the 
Board of Trade and Plantations 1717-d.; dir. Royal African Co. 1716-26; M.P. 
1715-d.

BOLLAN, William (1710-82), m. da. of William Shirley, gov. of Massachusetts; ad 
vocate gen. for Mass. 1742-5; agent in London for Mass. 1745-62, for the 
Mass, council 1768-75.

BOSCAWEN, Edward (1711-61), 3rd s. of Hugh, Viscount Falmouth; promoted 
capt. by Adm. Norris 1737; served at Cartagena 1741; off Cape Ortegal May 
1747; rear-adm. 1747; cmdr. of East Indies squadron 1747-50; memb. of Ad 
miralty Board 1751-d.; vice-adm. 1755; M.P. 1742-d.; elder bro. of the Trinity 
House 1751-d.

BOSCH, John, capt. of the sloop Wheel of Fortune (6 guns), which carried Capt. 
William Montagu to England with news of the fall of Louisbourg 1745.

BRADSTREET, John (1714-74), b. Port Royal, s. of Lieut. Edward Bradstreet and 
Agathe de La Tour; ensign 40 Ft. 1735; taken prisoner at fall of Canso 1744; 
capt. 1745; lieut.-gov. of St. John's, Newfoundland 1745-d.; lieut.-col. 1757; 
deputy quartermaster general for H.M. forces in America 1757-63; attacked 
Fort Frontenac (Kingston) 1758; settled on estates near Albany, where he died; 
m. Mary (b. 1717) wid. of Lieut. John Bradstreet (d. 1739) of the 40 Ft, 2da.

BRENTON, Jahleel (d. 1767), a partner of Godfrey Malbone in many privateers, 
lost heavily in 1746-7, and also became one of Warren's debtors; h. to his 
uncle's fortune; owned one of the principal houses in Newport, R.I.; m. 1715 
Istly Frances, da. of Gov. Samuel Cranston, 15 child.; m. 2ndly Mary, wid. of 
George Scott.

BRETT, John (d. 1785), lieut. 1734; capt. 1741.
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BRETT, Sir Peircy (1709-81), lieut. 1734; capt. 1743; rear-adm. 1762; vice-adm. 
1770; memb. of Admiralty Board 1766-70; in 1745 as capt. of Lion he attacked 
the Elizabeth carrying the Young Pretender to Scotland.

BROOKS, Edward, master of the Abigail, which in 1745 carried French prisoners 
first to N.E. and thence to France, for which he received £250.

BROWNE, Maximilian Ulysses von (1705-57), b. at Basle; o.s. of Ulysses Browne, 
an Irish officer in the army of James II, and Annabella Fitzgerald, a distant 
cousin; educ. Protestant Diocesan School, Limerick; entered his uncle's reg't. in 
Hungary 1715; fought the Turks 1716-17; stationed in Lombardy 1718-31; 
Corsica 1731-2; in Italy during war of Polish Succession 1734-5; fought Turks 
1737-9; fought Frederick of Prussia in Silesia 1740-1, in Bohemia 1742 and on 
the Danube 1742; served on the Rhine 1743; in Italy 1744-8; invaded Provence 
1746-7; c-in-c in Transylvania and Bohemia 1749-56; field marshall 1754; 
Polish Order of the White Eagle 1754; forced Frederick of Prussia's retreat after 
battle of Lobositz 1756; Order of the Golden Fleece 1757; d. of wounds received 
at battle of Prague 1757; m. 1725 Maria Philippina Magdalena heiress and da. 
of Georg Adam Ignaz Count von Martinitz formerly viceroy of Sicily; 2 s.

BULL, William (1683-1755), lieut,-gov. of S.C. 1738-d.; s. of Stephen Bull, promi 
nent in first permanent settlement of S.C.; memb. of S.C. commons house 
1706-19; Lord Proprietor's Deputy 1719; memb. of S.C. council 1721-37; 
advisor to Oglethorpe in 1733 on settlement of Georgia; m. to da. of Richard 
Quintyne.

BURCHETT, Josiah (71666-1746), sec. to the Admiralty Board 1695-1742; M.P. 
1705-13, 1722-41; author of A Complete History of the most Remarkable 
Transactions at Sea (1720).

CALMADY, Warwick, vol. 1726; lieut. 1739; capt. 1743; retired 1757; acquitted in 
court martial over loss of the Weymouth off Antigua Feb. 1745; commanded the 
Launceston at siege of Louisbourg.

CALVERT, Charles, 5th Baron Baltimore (1699-1751), gov. of Maryland, 1732-3; 
memb. of Admiralty Board 1742-5; elder bro. of the Trinity House 1744-d.; m. 
1730, Mary, da. of Sir Theodore Janssen Bart., formerly dir. of Bank of England 
and South Sea Co.

CAVENDISH, Philip (d. 1743), illegit. s. of William Cavendish, M.P., 1st Duke of 
Devonshire and bro. of Henrietta, Lady Huntingtower; m. Anne, da. of Edward 
Carteret, M.P., s.p.; lieut. 1694; capt. 1701; rear-adm. 1728; vice-adm. 1732; ad 
miral 1736; treas. of Greenwich Hosp. 1721-5; c-in-c Portsmouth 1739-42; 
memb. of Admiralty Board 1742-d.; M.P. 1721, 1722-7, 1734-d.; his widow 
sold in 1747 his Hampshire estate to Warren.

CAYLUS (see TUBIERES).
CHOATE, John, col. of 8th Mass, reg't. at Louisbourg 1745-6; memb. of Mass. gen. 

court for Ipswich (Essex county); speaker 1741; j.p.; subscriber to land bank 
scheme 1740; political ally of Shirley.

CLARKE, George (1676-1760), s. of George Clarke of Swainswick, Somerset; 
nephew of William Blaithwaite memb. of Board of Trade and Plantations; m. 
1705 Anne Hyde; res. in Dublin 1701; came to N.Y. 1703; provincial secretary 
1703-; memb. of N.Y. council 1717-36; lieut.-gov. of N.Y. 1736-45 (in effec 
tive control 1736-43); left N.Y. 1745; taken prisoner by French privateer on 
homeward voyage; purchased estate in Cheshire; reputed to have acquired great 
wealth; N.Y. estates remained in the family after American Revolution.



BIOGRAPHICAL DIRECTORY 427

CLEVLAND, John (71707-63), eld. s. of Capt. William Clevland, a commissioner of 
the navy; educ. Westminster, Middle Temple; m. Istly Elizabeth, da. of Sir 
Caesar Child, Bart.; 2ndly 1747 Sarah, da. of Richard Shuckburgh; clerk in 
navy office 1723-; clerk of the cheque at Portsmouth 1731-43; commissioner 
of the Navy 1743-6; 2nd sec. to the Admiralty Board 1746-51; sec. 1751-d.

CLINTON, Hon. George (71686-1761), yr. s. of Francis Clinton, 6th Earl of Lin 
coln, connected through marriage with the Pelhams; capt. 1716; gov. of New 
foundland 1731; c-in-c Mediterranean 1737-8; gov. of N.Y. 1742-53; rear-adm. 
1743; senior flag officer 1757-d., though he never served at sea in flag rank; 
M.P. 1754-60.

CLINTON, Sir Henry (1730-95), o. surv. s. of Hon. George Clinton, m. 1767 Harriet 
da. and coh. of Thomas Carter and Martha Carter of Penn, Bucks.; 3 s 2 da.; 
K.B. 1777; entered army at N.Y. 1745; at Louisbourg and lie St. Jean 1746; 
lieut, and capt. 2 Ft. Guards 1751; capt. and lieut.-col. 1758; col. 1762; col. 12 
Ft. Guards 1766; maj.-gen. 1772; 2-i-c America 1776-8; lieut.-gen. 1777; c-in-c 
America 1778-82; gen. 1793; gov. of Gibraltar 1794-d.; M.P. 1772-84, 
1790-4.

CLINTON, Henry Fiennes, Earl of Lincoln (1718-94), m. 1744, Catherine, 1st da. 
and coh. of Henry Pelham; sue. in 1768 as Duke of Newcastle (his maternal and 
his wife's paternal uncle.)

COLBY, Stephen (d. 1779), lieut, 1742; cmdr. 1746; capt. 1756; called by Warren fc a 
very good officer'; appointed by Warren to command the brig Albany at 
Louisbourg 1746, which was taken off Chebucto.

COLLINS, Richard (d. 1779), lieut. 1729; capt. 1744; superannuated rear-adm. 
1762; commanded the convoy which brought the Gibraltar regiments to 
Louisbourg in the Dover, at Annapolis Royal 1746.

CONFLANS, Hubert comte de (1690-1777), lieut. 1727; capt. 1734; chef d'escadre 
1748; lieut.-gen. 1752; vice-adm. 1756; marechal de France 1758; chevalier de 
Saint-Louis 1732; reached Martinique in June 1746 with a 214-ship convoy; 
gov. of Saint-Dominigue 1747.

CONNOLLY, John, capt. of the Montagu, ordnance tender at Louisbourg 1746.
CORBETT, Thomas (71687-1751), educ. Westminster; clerk in the Admiralty 

1715-23; chief clerk 1724-8; deputy sec. 1728-41; joint sec. 1741-2; sec. to 
Admiralty Board 1742-d.

CORNEWALL, Frederick (1706-88), 3rd s. of Rev. Frederick Cornewall, vicar of 
Bromfield, Salop; m. 1746, da. of Francis Herbert, M.P.; lieut. 1734; capt. 1744; 
lost right arm in battle off Toulon 1744; at Louisbourg 1745; M.P. 1771-4.

COWLEY, William (d. 1754), engineer extra-ordinary at Annapolis Royal 1743-51; 
engineer ordinary there 1751-d.

CRAVEN, Thomas, lieut. 1739, capt. 1746; rear-adm. 1770.
CUTTER, Ammi Ruhamah (d. 1746), s. of William Cutter and Rebecca Rolfe; Har 

vard grad. 1725; ordained 1729 in North Yarmouth; resigned 1742 to become 
physician; capt. in Col. Moulton's reg't.; capt. N.E. troops at Canso during siege 
of Louisbourg; d. in Mar. 1746 at Louisbourg, of dysentry, while acting as chief 
surgeon.

DANDRIDGE, William (d. 1747). lieut. 1709; cmdr. 1738; capt. 1741.
DAVERS, Thomas (d. 1746), capt. 1713; rear-adm. 1743; at Cartagena 1740; d. as 

c-in-c of Jamaica squadron of yellow fever.
DELAMOTT, Philip (d. 1746), cmdr. 1746; appointed by Warren to command
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Louisbourg Fireship, taken by French privateer off England Nov. 1746, in which 
engagement he d.; his wid. was granted a pension by Admiralty.

DELANCEY, James (1703-60), eld. s. of Stephen DeLancey; educ. Cambridge and 
Inner Temple; Warren's agent 1731-50; justice of the N.Y. supreme court 1731- 
44; c.j. 1744-d.; lieut.-gov. of N.Y. 1747-d.; m. Anne, da. of Caleb Heathcote, 
mayor of New York City.

DELANCEY, Oliver (1718-85), yst. surv. s. of Stephen DeLancey; m. 1742 Phila, 
da. of Jacob Frank, merchant of Philadelphia; went to Louisbourg in 1745 and 
London 1745-6 on Warren's behalf; business partner with John Watts; agent for 
Warren and his heirs 1750-83; with Beverley Robinson and John Cruger made 
paymaster and commissary of forces in pay of N.Y. 1756-63; raised a reg't. in 
Conn, for service on N.Y. frontier; col. of N.Y. contingent sent to Crown Point 
1758; memb. of N.Y. assembly 1756-60; N.Y. council 1760-83; receiver-gen, 
of N.Y. 1773-6; raised 3 reg'ts. of Loyalists; went to England 1782; all his N.Y. 
assets were confiscated, for which he was in part compensated; d. at Beverley, 
Yorks.

DELANCEY, Stephen, Jr. (d. 1745), s. of Stephen DeLancey, merchant of N.Y.C., d. 
unm.

DELORAIN (see SCOTT).
DENT, Digby (d. 1737), capt. 1715.

ES HERBIERS, Henri-Fran9ois, marquis de 1'Etanduere (1682-1750), b. Angers of 
an old Poitou family, s. of a capitaine de vaisseaw, lieut. 1705; capt. 1727; chef 
d'escadre 1745; successfully evaded Adm. Martin's squadron in 1745, was 
thought by English to be bound for Louisbourg, but sailed for West Indies.

DONAHEW, David (d. 1745), capt. of sloop Resolution, hired by Mass, at siege of 
Louisbourg; killed by Indians near Canso, 29 June on his way to lie Madame.

DOUGLAS, Sir James (1703-87), capt. 1744; rear-adm. 1762; vice-adm. 1770; ad 
miral 1782; cr. bart. 1786; memb. of John Byng's court martial; at Louisbourg 
and Newfoundland 1745-6; at Quebec 1759; knighted for bringing news of its 
fall; c-in-c Leeward Islands 1760-1; at taking of Dominica 1761; with Rodney 
at Martinique 1762; c-in-c Jamaica 1763; c-in-c Portsmouth 1773-6; M.P. 
1754-68.

DRUMMOND, James, 6th Earl and titular Duke of Perth (1713-46), educ. at Douay 
and Paris; returned to Scotland as a young man; in 1745 avoided arrest and 
joined the Young Pretender; at Culloden commanded the left wing; rescued 
afterwards by the French ship Bellone\ d. of exposure.

DUCHAMBON (see Du Pont, Louis)
Du PONT DUVIVIER, Francois (1707-60), b. at Port Royal, Acadie; s. of Francois 

De Pont Duvivier and Marie Mieux d'Entremont-Pebonken; m. at Louisbourg; 
cadet at lie Royale 1716; midshipman 1718; ensign 1719; lieut 1731; capt. 1732; 
commanded force which took Canso and attacked Annapolis Royal 1744; in 
France during 1745 siege of Louisbourg; appointed commandant on lie St. Jean 
1749, but did not take up appointment; chevalier de Saint-Louis 1745; retired 
with pension 1753.

Du PONT, Louis, sieur Duchambon (1678-1775), s of Hughes Du Pont; m. 1709 
Jeanne, da. of Jacques d'Entremont-Pebonken at^Port Royal; ensign 1702; 
capt. 1720; served from 1714 either on lie Royal or lie St. Jean; commandant at 
Louisbourg from Oct. 1744; retired to France after 1745 siege; applied for 
pension 1759.
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DURELL, Philip (1707-66), b. in Jersey; s. of John Durell; lieut. 1731; capt. 1743; 
rear-adm. 1758; vice-adm. 1762; at Louisbourg sieges 1745, 1758; at Quebec 
1759; Minorca 1756; built Halifax dockyard 1758-; c-in-c Plymouth 1762.

DUVIVIER (see Du PONT).
EDWARDS, Richard (d. 1773), lieut. 1727; capt. 1740; superannuated rear-adm. 

1757.
ELLISON, Cuthburt (1698-1785), capt. 8 Dragoons 1723; maj. 1731; lieut.-col. 23 

Ft. 1739-43; lieut.-col. Dragoons 1743-5; adj.-gen. to Earl of Stair in England 
1744; col. of 40 Ft. 1745-9; maj.-gen. 1755; lieut.-gen. 1759; general 1772; 
M.P. for Shaftesbury 1747-54.

ESTOURMEL, Constantin-Louis d' (1691-1765), s. of Louis d'Estourmel and Marie- 
Aimee de Hautefort de Montignac; knight cmdr. of the Order of Malta; garde 
marine 1707; lieut. 1712; capt. 1727; chef d'escadre 1746; assumed command of 
squadron sent to retake Louisbourg after death of due d'Anville, but attempted 
suicide; retired from service Mar. 1747; chevalier de Saint-Louis 1727.

EVERETT, Michael (71717-76), lieut. 1744; capt. 1747; flag capt. for Byng off 
Minorca 1756; flag capt. for Durell at Quebec 1759; served at Louisbourg 
1745-6.

FANEUIL, Peter (1700-43), Boston merchant of Huguenot ancestry. Thomas Kilby 
acted as his agent in clandestine trading ventures to Louisbourg, with Jean 
Morell as the Louisbourg merchant with whom Faneuil corresponded.

FANSHAWE, Charles (71699-1757), 3rd s. of John Fanshawe of Parsloes; vol. 
1714; lieut. 1720; capt. 1733; superannuated rear-adm. 1747; m. Elizabeth, da. 
of Sir John Rogers, Bart., 3 s.

PARISH, Richard, lieut. 1740; cmdr. 1745.
FINCH, Daniel, 8th Earl Winchilsea, Earl of Nottingham (1689-1769), 1st lord of 

Admiralty 1742-4, 1757; elder bro. of the Trinity House 1743-d.; lord pres. of 
the council 1765-6.

FLETCHER, William, capt. of brig Boston Packet (12 guns), owned by Mass.; landed 
a party of men 10 miles from Louisbourg 18 May 1745, and was attacked by In 
dians and suffered 7-8 men killed, 3 captured, out of crew of 100.

FONES, Daniel, capt. of the Rhode Island sloop Tartar (14-12 guns), 95 men, 115 
tons at siege of Louisbourg; lieut. in R.I. privateer brig. Prince Frederick (12-16 
guns) 100 tons in West Indies; ambushed on lie St. Jean, July 1745, when 
attempting to secure adherence of French to capitulation of Louisbourg, and suf 
fered loss of 28 men killed.

FORBES, George, Viscount Forbes, Earl of Granard (1685-1765), 1st surv. s. of 
2nd Earl of Granard; cr. Viscount 1724; sue. as Earl 1734; held commissions in 
marines, dragoons and navy; lieut. 1705; capt. 1706; rear-adm. 1734; vice-adm. 
1736; lieut.-gov. of Minorca 1716-18; gov. of Leeward Islands 1729-31; 
minister plenip. at St. Petersburg 1733-4; M.P. 1723-7, 1741-7.

FORREST, Arthur (d. 1770), capt. 1745.
FORTESCUE, Matthew Lord (1719-85), yr. s. of Hugh, 1st. Baron Fortescue of 

Filleigh, Devon, and only s. by his 2nd wife. Lucy, da. of Matthew, Baron Aylmer; 
sue. father in 1751; trustee for Warren's daughters after the admiral's death.

FRANKLAND, Sir Charles Henry (1716-68), eld. s. of Henry Frankland, gov. of 
Bengal and Mary Cross (d. 1739); nephew of Sir Thomas Frankland, Bart., 
memb. of the Admiralty Board, whom he sue. in 1746 as 4th bart. of Thirsk, 
Yorks.; elder bro. of Adm. Sir Thomas Frankland; collector of customs at
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Boston 1742-57; returned to England 1754; lived briefly in Portugal, where he 
was rescued by his housekeeper and mistress from the rubble of the Lisbon 
earthquake; in gratitude he married her: Agnes (d. 1783), da. of Edward Surriage 
of Marblehead, Mass.; d. at Bath.

FRANKLAND, Sir Thomas (1718-84), 2nd s. of Henry Frankland (d. 1738), 
gov. of Fort William, Bengal, and nephew of Sir Thomas Frankland, memb. of 
Admiralty Board 1733-42; lieut. 1737; capt. 1740; rear-dam. 1755; vice-adm. 
1759; admiral 1770; on S.C. coast 1740—5, where he earned much prize money; 
served in Leeward Islands 1746-9; commodore at Antigua 1755; m. 1743 
Sarah, da. of William Rhett, c.j. of S.C., 5 s. 8 da.; sue. bro. as bart. 1768; M.P. 
for Thirsk 1747-80, 1784-d.

GAYTON, Clark (d. 1785), served frequently under Warren's command 1736-45; 
commanded Bien Aime at 1745 siege of Louisbourg; capt. 1745; rear-adm. 
1770; vice-adm. 1776; admiral 1782; m. Judith Rawlins of'Boston; 1 s.

GEARY, Sir Francis (71710-96), lieut. 1734; capt. 1742; rear-adm. 1759; 
vice-adm. 1762; admiral 1775; at Louisbourg with Warren 1745; off Louisbourg 
with Boscawen 1755; c-in-c Channel fleet 1780; cr. bart. 1782; m. 1748, Mary, 
da. and h. of Philip Bartholomew of Oxon Heath, Kent.

GERRISH, Joseph (1709-74), Portsmouth, N.H. merchant concerned with victual 
ling the America, built at Kittery; naval storekeeper at Halifax 1755-62; memb. 
of N.S. council 1759-62; d. at Halifax.

GIDDINGS, Joseph, master of the N.E. vessel Lusetania, at Louisbourg 1745.
GLEN, James (1701-70), gov. of S.C. 1738-55; though he arrived in S.C. only in 

Dec. 1743.
GOLDTHWAIT, Benjamin (1704-61), b. in Boston; s. of John Goldthwait and Sarah 

Hopkins; m. 1726 Charity Edwards; harness- and wagon-maker; held minor 
civic posts in Boston; served as supply capt. in Samuel Waldo's 2nd Mass, reg't. 
at Louisbourg 1745-6; served under Arthur Noble at Annapolis Royal 1746; 
defeated by French at Minas when command devolved upon him when Noble 
was killed 1747; maj. in Col. John Winslow's coy. at Beausejour 1755; Acadian 
deportation 1755; served on Mass, and N.Y. frontiers 1756—7; at Louisbourg 
1758; d. insolvent.

GOOCH, Sir William (1681-1751), b. Yarmouth; s. of Thomas Gooch and Frances 
Lane; entered army and served at Blenheim; m. Rebecca, da. of Robert Staun- 
ton, of Hampton, Middlesex; lieut.-gov. of Virginia, 1727-51; raised 400 men in 
colonies to serve in West Indies 1740; seriously wounded at Cartagena; declined 
appointment as c-in-c colonial forces for 1746-7 invasion of Canada on grounds 
of ill-health; major-gen. 1747; cr. bart. 1746; only s. d. in Virginia; d. at Bath, 
bur. at Yarmouth.

GORHAM, John (1709-51), b. Yarmouth; s. of Col. Shobal Gorham; m. 1732 
Elizabeth Allyn; at defence of Annapolis Royal with coy. of Indian rangers 
1744; lieut.-col. of 7th Mass, reg't., commanded by his father (1745) whom he 
succeeded in command; memb. of N.S. council 1749-51.

GRANARD (see FORBES).
GREEN, Benjamin (1713-72), b. Salem, Mass.; yst. s. of Rev. Joseph Green (Har 

vard grad. 1695) and Elizabeth Gerrish; bro. of John Green (Harvard grad. 
1719); m. 1737 Margaret, da. of Hon. Joseph Pierce of Portsmouth, N.H.; sec. 
to PepperrelPs council of war at Louisbourg 1745—6; sec. to N.S. council 
1750-d.; treas. of N.S. 1750-68; j. of Vice Admiralty Court at Halifax 1750-6.
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GRIFFITH, John, capt. of the Rhode Island snow, Caesar (8-6 guns) 130 tons at the 
siege of Louisbourg; earlier he had proved himself in the West Indies a vigorous 
and successful privateer captain.

HALLOWELL, Benjamin (1699-1775), Boston shipbuilder; built frigate Boston (24 
guns) for navy 1746-8; memb. of merchants' club of Boston; comptroller of the 
port of Boston 1764-70; commissioner of customs 1770-5; bested Vice-Adm. 
Samuel Graves in a public brawl over hay Aug. 1775; rioters attacked his home; 
left for England 1775 where he d.; Knowles called him 'an Ingenious Active 
Man'.

HAMAR, Joseph (d. 1773), lieut. 1735; capt. 1741; superannuated rear-adm. 1758.
HANCOCK, Thomas (1703-64), b. near Lexington; s. of Rev. John Hancock and 

Elizabeth Clark; apprenticed to bookseller and bookbinder in Boston 1716; m. 
1730 Lydia Henchman, da. of Boston's leading book dealer; merchant of many 
interests; contractor for the Ordnance Board to Louisbourg 1746—9, N.S. 
1746-58, with Charles Apthorp; agent for Warren family interests in N.E. 
1746-d.; left his fortune (the largest ever amassed in colonial N.E.) to his 
nephew, the patriot John Hancock.

HARDY, Sir Charles (71680-1744), m. Elizabeth, da. of Josiah Burchett; lieut. 
1701; capt. 1709; rear-adm. 1742; vice-adm. 1743; elder bro. of the Trinity 
House 1722-d.; memb. of Admiralty Board 1743-d.; M.P. 1743-d.; knighted 
1732.

HARDY, Sir Charles (71716-80), s. of Vice-Adm. Sir Charles Hardy; entered as vol. 
on Salisbury (Capt. George Clinton) 1731; lieut. 1737; capt. 1741; rear-adm. 
1756; vice-adm. 1759; admiral 1770; on Carolina and Georgia coasts 1741-3, 
Newfoundland 1744; gov. of N.,Y. 1755-7; knighted 1755; 2-i-c Louisbourg 
squadron 1757, 1758; at Quiberon 1759; gov. of Greenwich hosp. 1771-d.; 
M.P. 1764-8, 1771-d.

HARM AN, William (d. 1766), lieut. 1741; capt. 1746; commanded Kinsale at 
Louisbourg in 1746; was sent about 100 miles upstream from the western tip of 
Anticosti Island, to earn the distinction of having penetrated freely farther up the 
St. Lawrence than any other English naval officer in the 18th century before 
1759.

HATCH, Nathaniel (1723-84), b. in Boston; s. of Estes Hatch, who served at 
Louisbourg 1745; clerk of the superior court of Mass. 1751; m. Elizabeth, 
heiress of Rev. Addington Davenport, wid. of Nathaniel Lloyd; j.p. 1756; com 
missioner to wind up Mass, land bank; inherited father's Dorchester estate 
1759; memb. for Dorchester in Mass. gen. court 1758-61; memb. of Mass. 
council 1774-5; deputy judge of Mass. Vice Admiralty Court 1776; fled to 
Halifax and thence to England 1776; suffered confiscation of property 1778; 
given pension by British gov't; offered commission as ordnance storekeeper at 
Quebec; committed suicide; debtor of Warren.

HEATHCOTE, Sir John (71685-1759), 2nd bart.; dir. East India Co. 1716-24, 
1728-31; dir. Bank of England 1725-35; trustee, BM, Founding Hospital; 
M.P. 1715-22, 1733-41; m. 1720, Bridget, da. of Thomas White, M.P. of 
Wallingwells, Notts.; 1st cousin to James DeLancey's wife, Anne Heath- 
cote.

HERBERT, Edward (d. 1752), lieut. 1728; capt. 1741; fined year's pay after 1744 
court martial ordered by Knowles at Antigua; took rich prize, Ascension, 500 
tons, 24 guns, crew of 124, with cargo bound from Cadiz to Vera Cruz, for
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share of which Knowles and Warren were forced to pursue him and his heirs in
the courts. 

HOLBURNE, Francis (1704-71), 3rd s. of Sir James Holburne, 1st bart.; m. Frances,
da. of Guy Ball, memb. of Barbados council and wid. of Edward Lascelles; lieut.
1727; capt. 1740; rear-adm. 1755; vice-adm. 1757; admiral 1768; rear-adm. of
Great Britain 1770-d.; gov. of Greenwich hosp. 1771-d; memb. of Admiralty
Board 1770-1; commander of squadron in abortive siege of Louisbourg 1757;
M.P. 1761-71. 

HOLBURNE, William (d. 1760), yr. bro. of Adm. Francis Holburne; lieut. 1739;
capt. 1748; Warren loaned him £1,000 in 1749; acted as Warren's aide-de-camp
1747. 

HOPSON, Thomas Peregrine (d. 1759); 2nd lieut. Marines 1703; 2nd lieut.
Grenadiers 1711; ensign 3 Ft. Guards 1712; at siege of Gibraltar 1727; maj.
Clayton's reg't. 1739; lieut.-col. 48 Ft. 1741-3, 29 Ft. 1743-8; col. 29 Ft.
1748-54, 40 Ft. 1754; maj.-gen. 1757; gov. of Cape Breton 1748-9; gov. of
N.S. 1752-3; c-in-c exped. to Martinique and Guadeloupe 1758-9; served also
in N.S. 1757-8; d. unm. at Guadeloupe Feb. 1759.

HORE, Daniel (d. 1762), lieut. 1729; capt. 1741; superannuated rear-adm. 1762. 
HORSMAN, John (d. 1755), capt. 1719; maj. 1739; lieut.-col. 45 Ft. 1741-6, 56 Ft.

at Louisbourg 1746-9, 40 Ft. in N.S. 1749-55. 
How, Edward (d. 1750), merchant at Canso, involved in cod fisheries; memb. of

Annapolis Royal council 1736-49; built blockhouse at Canso; visited England
1736-7; taken prisoner at Minas 1747; killed after parley with French under Le
Loutre; m. Magdalene Winnett, a wid. 

HUTCHINSON, Thomas (1711-80), b. in Boston; s. of Thomas and Sarah (Foster)
Hutchinson; Harvard grad. 1727; entered his father's business; m. 1734
Margaret, da. of Mr. Sanford of Newport, R.I.; 3 s. 2 da.; selectman of Boston
1737; memb. of Mass. gen. court, 1737-9, 1740-9; speaker 1746-8; memb. of
Mass, council 1749-66; Heut.-gov. of Mass. 1758-71; gov. 1771-4; exiled to
England 1774, where he d.

INNES, Thomas (d. 1750), lieut. 1738; capt. 1746; served under Knowles in un 
successful attack upon St. Louis 1748; killed in duel resulting from
recriminations stemming from courts martial held to inquire into the fiasco. 

JANSSEN, Sir Stephen Theodore (d. 1777), 4th s. of Sir Theodore Janssen, 1st
bart. the wealthy dir. of the South Sea Co., who lost much of his wealth in the
'Bubble'; his s. m. 1750 Catherine, da. of Col. Peter Soulegre of Antigua, 1 da.;
sue. bro. as 4th bart. 1766; stationer 1745-65; master of Stationers' Co.
1749-51; alderman of London 1748-65, sheriff 1749-50; lord mayor 1754-5;
chamberlain of London 1765-6; bankrupt in 1756; assoc. with Adm. Vernon in
founding British Herring Fishery Co. 1750. 

JELF, Andrew (d. 1765), lieut. 1735; capt. 1746. 
JOHNSON, Warren Peter, yr. s. of Warren's sister, Ann, and Christopher Johnson of

Smithstown, Co. Meath; joined his uncle at Louisbourg in 1746; lieut. 1745;
capt. 1748; in 10 Ft. 1749-55 purchased by his uncle; brought news to England
of uncle's death 1752. 

JOHNSON, William (71715-74), eld. s. of Warren's sister, Ann, cr. bart 1755;
memb. of N.Y. council; col. of militia; superintendent of Indian Affairs 1755-d. 

JONQUIERE (see TAFFANEL DE LA JONQUIERE). 
KENNEDY, Archibald (1685-1763), s. of Alexander Kennedy, j.p. in Craigoch,
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Ayrshire, descended from a cadet branch of the noble family of Cassilis; came to 
N.Y. in 1710 as part of Gov. Robert Hunter's entourage; lieut. of independent 
coy. of foot in N.Y. 1712-22; receiver-gen, of N.Y. 1722-d.; collector of 
customs for the ports of N.Y. 1722-d.; memb. of N.Y. council 1726-61; author 
of six tracts on government and colonial defence 1750-5. His son, Archibald Jr. 
(d. 1794), under Warren's patronage, made a career in the navy, until the Stamp 
Act riots of 1768 convinced him to resign his captain's commission. 

KILBY, Christopher (1705-71), b. in Boston; s. of John Kilby and Rebecca 
Simpkins; m. Istly Sarah (d. 1739), eld. da. of his partner, William Clark, 2ndly 
Martha; merchant to England and West Indies 1726-39; rep. for Boston in 
Mass. gen. court 1739-41; agent for Mass. gen. court in England 1741, for 
Mass. 1742-8, for town of Boston 1755; agent victualler for H.M. forces in 
N.A. 1756—63, during greater part of which interval he resided in one of 
Warren's houses at Greenwich Village; returned to England and purch. estate 
near Dorking, Surrey.

KINSLAGH, John, capt. in Pepperrell's reg't.; raised in York county, Maine; agent 
for transports employed at Cape Breton 1745-6; acted as pilot for Warren's 
squadron at Louisbourg, for which he was paid £306.

KNOWLES, Charles (71705-77), cr. bart. 1765; reputedly illegit. s. of Charles 
Knollys, titular 4th Earl of Banbury; lieut. 1730; capt. 1737; rear-adm. 1747; 
vice-adm. 1755; admiral 1760; rear-adm. of Great Britain 1765-70; employed 
by Russian navy 1770-4; superintended erection of fortifications of Spanish 
harbour in Jamaica and at St. John's Antigua; gov. of Louisbourg 1746-7; gov. 
of Jamaica 1749-52; distinguished himself at Cartagena 1741; failed in attacks 
on La Guayra and Porto Cabello 1743; failed to destroy Spanish squadron off 
Havana 1748; by pressing men in Boston, he occasioned a memorable riot 1747; 
m. Istly Mary, da. of John Alleyne of Barbados; 2ndly 1750, Maria Magdalena 
Theresa, da. of Henri Fra^ois of Aix-la-Chapelle; won lawsuits against Capt. 
James Gambier for carrying on affair with 2nd wife, against Tobias Smollett for 
libel, against Dr. William Douglass of Boston for libel; after failure of the 1757 
Rochefort expedition, where he commanded the van division, he was never again 
employed at sea.

LA MAISONFORT DU BOISDECOURT, Alexandre de, marquis de La Maisonfort, 
garde marine 1699; lieut. 1712; capt. 1731; served widely in the East and West 
Indies and in the Med.; chevalier de Saint-Louis 1718; in 1732 served in the 
Fleuron off Newfoundland and at Louisbourg; as capt. of the Vigilant he was 
sent to relieve the besieged Louisbourg garrison, but was captured, and was 
repatriated in Mar. 1746; retired with a pension 1752; m. Catherine Chicoyneau, 
da. of the 'premier medecin du roy> \ 1 s.

LAW, Johathan (1674-1750), b. Milford, Conn.; s. of Jonathan Law and Sarah 
Clark; Harvard grad. 1695; brilliant lawyer admitted to Conn, bar 1708; 
numerous legal offices from j.p. to c.j.; memb. of Conn, assembly often from 
1706; gov. of Conn. 1741-d.; m. five times.

LAWS, William, lieut. 1723; capt. 1731; superannuated rear-adm. 1747. 
LEE, Hon. Fitzroy Henry (d. 1751), yr. s. of Earl of Lichfield; capt. 1728; rear- 

adm. 1747; vice-adm. 1748; c-in-c Leeward Islands squadron 1745-7. 
LEGGE, Hon. Henry Bilson (1706-64), 4th s. of 1st Earl of Dartmouth; sec. to 

Robert Walpole 1735-9 and to lord lieut. of Ireland 1739-41, to treas. 1741-2; 
memb. of Admiralty Board 1745-6; memb. of Treas. Board 1746-7; envoy to
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Prussia 1748; treas. of the navy 1749-54; chancellor of exchequer 1754-5, 
1756-61; M.P. 1740-d.

LE LOUTRE, Jean-Louis (1709-72), b. Saint-Mathieu de Morlaix; ordained 1737; 
sent to Louisbourg and M.S. 1739; fled to Quebec after fall of Louisbourg 1745; 
with French exped. at Chebucto 1746 and returned to France; captured on board 
La Gloire at battle off Cape Ortegal May 1747; released and again taken 
prisoner in Mar. 1748; served on lie St. Jean 1752; in France 1752-3; escaped 
after fall of Beausejour 1755 to Quebec and thence to Louisbourg; taken 
prisoner by Hawke's fleet Sept. 1755; imprisoned on Jersey 1755-63; returned 
to France and helped settle some Acadians on Belle Isle; d. at Nantes 30 Sept. 
1772.

LESTOCK, Richard (d. 1746), capt. 1706; rear-adm. 1742; vice-adm. 1743; admiral 
1746; appointed to command squadron intended for Canada but diverted to at 
tack L'Orient; earlier cleared by court martial of wrong-doing during battle off 
Toulon Feb. 1744.

LEZO, Bias de (1687-1741), b. in Pasajes; educ. in France; served first in French 
navy; garde marine 1701; at battle off Velez-Malaga 1704, where he was 
wounded; promoted 2nd lieut. 1704; lieut. 1707; at siege of Toulon 1707 and lost 
his left eye; cmdr. 1710; capt. 1712; lieut.-gen. 1734; served against pirates on 
the Chile-Peru coast 1723-30 and made a prize fortune; served in Med. 1731-4; 
c-in-c West Indies 1737-d.; commanded the defences of Cartagena 1740-d.; d. 
at Cartagena.

LINCOLN (see Henry Fiennes CLINTON).
LISLE, William (d. 1752), lieut. 1728; capt. 1740.
LLOYD, William (1726-96), s-in-1 of Thomas Corbett, sec. to the Admiralty Board 

lieut. 1744; served at Louisbourg 1745-6; at Annapolis Royal 1746; capt. 1748; 
Warren's flag capt. 1748 campaign in Western Squadron; in 1749 he transported 
Cornwallis to Halifax as gov. of N.S.; rear-adm. 1778; vice-adm. 1780; admiral 
of the blue 1793; d. sans heir at Turnham Green, 19 July 1796; left his property 
to Thomas Stepney, Esq., one of the grooms of the chamber of the Duke of 
York.

LOFTING, Samuel, lieut. 1734; capt. 1744.
LONG, Robert (d. 1771), entered 1702; capt. 1727 a few weeks before Warren, 

resented seeing Warren promoted to flag rank over him in 1745; superannuated 
rear-adm. 1747; owned Turtle Bay on Manhattan Island, site of careening place 
for port of N.Y., purchased by him between 1728 and 1730, when he com 
manded Shoreham there; sold the property to Warren 1750.

LORING, Joshua (1716-81), b. Jamaica Plain, Roxbury, Mass.; privateer capt., 
taken prisoner by French in Aug. 1744; prisoner at Louisbourg; carried Shirley's 
letters to England 1745; sent on board Princess Mary by Admiralty to 
Warren at Louisbourg 'as he may be useful to you from his knowledge of the 
Navigation of the Northern parts of America'; had served before as mids. in 
several of H.M. ships; promoted lieut. by Warren 1745; capt. 1757; commodore 
of flotilla on Lake Champlain 1757-9, and on St. Lawrence above Montreal 
1760, where he was severely wounded in one leg; thereafter on half-pay; 
memb. of Boston Marine Society; memb. Mass, council 1774—5; fled to England 
1776 and suffered confiscation.

MAILLARD, Pierre (71712-62), b. in Chartres; educ. at the Seminaire du Saint- 
Esprit, Paris; ordained probably 1734; came to Louisbourg 1735; became fluent
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in Micmac language; most noted French missionary to the Micmacs of N.S. and 
Cape Breton; vicar general for lie Royale 1740-d.; went to Louisbourg after the 
siege at Warren's request; repatriated to France via Boston; returned with due 
d'Anville's squadron 1746 to continue his work among the Micmacs; left 
Louisbourg at the beginning of the second siege, June 1758; his chapel and house 
were destroyed by an English raiding party; recognized finally by the English 
authorities in 1759; settled in Halifax 1760 until his d. 12 Aug. 1762. 

MALBONE, Godfrey (1695-1768), b. in Princess Anne County, Va.; moved to New 
port, R.I.; m. 1719 Catherine, da. of John Scott, 5 s 5 da; R.I. merchant with 
special interest in rum; privateer owner; in 1746 two large privateers of his Duke 
of Cumberland (30 guns) and Prince of Wales (22 guns) were cast away, and in 
1747 another, the Charming Betty (10-10 guns) was captured; in 1746 he 
became a large debtor of Warren.

MARTIN, William (71696-1756), capt. 1718; rear-adm. 1743; vice-adm. 1744; ad 
miral 1747; served with distinction in Med. especially before Naples and Genoa 
in 1742; served in home waters, first under Sir John Balchen (1744), then in com 
mand of the squadron in the Soundings, before relieving Vernon in command of 
the Western Squadron 1745-6.

MASCARENE, Paul (1684-1760), Huguenot refugee; naturalized English subject 
1706; capt. in reg't. raised in 1710 in New England, which took Port Royal; 
capt. of indep. coy. at the Placentia 1716-20; later incorporated into 40 Ft.; 
lieut.-col. and later col. (1740); lieut.-gov. of Annapolis Royal 1744-50; memb. 
of Annapolis Royal (and later N.S.) council 1720-51; retired to Boston; 
defender of Acadians; m. 71729, Elizabeth of Boston; 4 children. 

MATHEWS, Thomas (1676-1751), b. at Llandaff Court, the family seat; eld. s. of 
Col. Edward Mathews and of Jane, da. of Sir Thomas Armstrong; lieut. 1700; 
capt. 1703; vice-adm. 1742; admiral 1743; served throughout wars against 
France 1690-7, 1702-13, at Cape Passaro 1718; took squadron to East Indies 
against pirates 1722—4; retired to estates in Wales 1724-36; commissioner of the 
navy at Chatham 1736-42; c-in-c Med. 1742-4; cashiered in 1746 for part 
in fiasco off Toulon Feb. 1744; m. Istly 1705, Henrietta, da. of S. Burgess of 
Antigua, 2ndly 71745 Millicent, da. of Rawdon Powell of Glamorganshire. 

MAYNE, Perry (d. 1761), lieut. 1720; capt. 1725; rear-adm. 1745; vice-adm. 1747; 
superannuated 1757; at Porto Bello 1739 and Cartagena 1741; pres. of court 
martial for Mathews and Lestock. 

MEDLEY, Henry (d. 1747), capt. 1721; rear adm. 1744; vice-adm. 1745; 2-i-c, Med.
1745-6; c-in-c Med. 1746-d.; d. of fever off Savona. 

MERCER, Jarnes Francis, (d. 1756) lieut. 1741; capt. 1741; maj. 1745; lieut-col.
1748; officer in Pepperrell's reg't. at Louisbourg 1745-9, d. at Oswego. 

MERSERVE, Nathaniel (d. 1758), shipbuilder of Portsmouth, N.H.; lieut.-col. of 
N.H. troops at Louisbourg 1745-6; col. of N.H. troops sent to Crown Point 
under Abercrombie 1757; at Louisbourg 1758 in command of 108 ships' 
carpenters; d. of smallpox.

MICHELL, Cornelius (d. 1749), lieut. 1720; capt. 1731; served in West Indies under 
Vernon, Ogle and Davers 1741-6; dismissed from service after court martial for 
failure to intercept French squadron off Martinique 1746; restored to half-pay 
shortly before d.

MONTAGU, John 2nd Duke (71688-1749), eld. surv. s. of Ralph, 1st Duke of Mon 
tagu, by his 1st wife, the Lady Elizabeth, da. of Thomas Wriothesley, Earl of
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Southampton, and wid. of Joceline Percy, llth Earl of Northumberland; sue. 
1709; high constable at coronation of Geo. I; carried sceptre and cross at cor 
onation of Geo. II; K.G. 1719; K.B. 1725; F.R.C.P. (London) 1717; F.R.S.; 
Master of the Great Wardrobe; col. of Queen's reg't of horse; Master General of 
Ordnance 1740-1, 1743-d.; granted by patent islands of St. Lucia and St. Vin 
cent 1722; sent settlers who were routed by French from Martinique; m. Lady 
Mary Churchill, yst. da. of John, Duke of Marlborough, 2 s 3 da; his London 
home, Montagu House, became the original site of the BM.

MONTAGU, John, 4th Earl of Sandwich (1718-92), educ. Trinity (Cantab.); m, 
1741 Dorothy, da. of Charles Fane, 1st Viscount Fane; memb. of Admiralty 
Board 1744-6; 1st lord of Admiralty 1749-51, 1763, 1771-82; elder bro. of the 
Trinity House 1749-d.; minister to the Hague 1746-9 to negotiate peace at Aix- 
la-Chapelle; sec. of state (northern dept.) 1763-5, 1770-1; elder bro. of Capt. 
William Montagu.

MONTAGU, Hon. William (71720-57), yr. s. of Edward Montagu, Viscount 
Hinchinbroke, and yr. bro. of 4th Earl of Sandwich; educ. Westminster; lieut. 
1740; capt. 1745; M.P. 1745-7, 1752-4; m. 1749, Charlotte, da. of Francis 
Naylor of Offord Darcy, Hunts.; served with Warren at siege of Louisbourg; 
rewarded by the king with £500 for bringing first news of the fall of the fortress; 
took Knowles to trial in 1751-2 over dispute in Antigua in 1744 and won; his 
reputation for eccentric behaviour earned him the nickname 4 Mad Montagu'; d. 
at his home at Hampstead.

MONTAGUE, John (d. 1795), lieut. 1740; capt. 1746; rear-adm. 1770; vice-adm. 
1776; admiral 1782; served with Anson and Warren at battle off Cape Ortegal 
May 1747; c-in-c at Halifax 1770—5; gov. of Newfoundland 1776—8; memb. of 
Adm. Keppel's court martial 1778; carried parliamentary reimbursement in 
specie to N.E. 1749, which earned him freight money; m. 1748 Charlotte, da. 
and coh. of George Wroughton Esq., of Wilcot, Wilts.; sev. children incl. Capt. 
James Montague, R.N. (d. 1794) and Vice-Adm. George Montague.

MOORE, Samuel, commanded the N.H. reg't. at siege of Louisbourg 1745.
MORRIS, Lewis (1671—1746), m. 1691 Isabella, da. of James Graham, attorney gen. 

of N.Y.; judge of the court of common right of East Jersey; memb. of N.J. coun 
cil 1702-6; N.J. assembly 1707-15; chief justice of N.Y. 1715-38; gov. of N.J. 
1738-<i.

MURRAY, Joseph (71694-1757), b. in Ireland; came to N.Y. before 1718; m. 
Grace, da. of William Cosby, gov. of N.Y. 1732-5, and Grace Montagu (sis. of 
1st Earl of Halifax and 1st cousin of Duke of Newcastle); political ally 
DeLancey family; attorney who acted in many boundary disputes between N.Y. 
and N.J.

NASH, Richard (1674-1762), b. at Swansea, s. of glass manufacturer; educ. Car 
marthen G.S. and Jesus (Oxford matric. 1692), Inner Temple 1693; trans 
formed Bath into premier spa in kingdom; severe financial straits from 1746, 
but not desperate enough to oblige him to practice law; nickname 'Beau'.

NEVILLE, Valentine, sec. to Vice-Adm. Townsend at Louisbourg 1746; served in 
fleet intended for Louisbourg 1757; author of unpubl. poems written at Halifax 
and dedicated to Lord Charles Hay 1757-8.

NEWCASTLE, (see PELHAM-HOLLES).
NnwMARCH, John, Master of the schooner Fishhawk at Louisbourg siege 1745.
NEWNHAM, James, lieut. 1721; cmdr. 1741.
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NICHOLLS, Richard (d. 1775), of Welsh parentage, came to N.Y. circa 1715; held 
numerous civil posts such as postmaster general; deputy receiver-gen.; registrar 
of the Court of Vice Admiralty at N.Y.; political ally of the DeLancey family; 
shared in agency for the Warren family's N.Y. affairs until 1752; loan broker.

NOBLE, Arthur (d. 1747), b. in Ulster; came to N.E. about 1720; settled on 
Kennebec river, where he kept a trading post and farm; m. 1725 Sarah Macklin;
2 s. 1 da.; by 1744 served in N.E. militia under Samuel Waldo; commissary for 
the garrison on Falmouth-Kennebec frontier; lieut.-col. in Waldo's 2nd Mass, 
reg't. at Louisbourg 1745-6; commander of Mass, troops sent to Annapolis 
Royal 1746; led force to drive French from Minas where he was surprised, 
routed and obliged to surrender; he d. of wounds. 

NORRIS, Sir John (71670-1749), m. Elizabeth, only da. of Lord Aylmer, 1699; 8 s.
3 da.; lieut. 1689; capt. 1690; rear-adm. 1707; vice-adm. 1708; admiral 1709; 
commanded Baltic squadron 1715-16, 1719-21, 1727; envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenip. to St. Petersburg 1717; memb. of Admiralty Board 1718-30; c- 
in-c squadron at Lisbon 1734-7; c-in-c Channel fleet 1744; M.P. 1708-49; vice- 
adm. of Great Britain; knighted 1705.

NORRIS, John, Jr. (1702-67), eld. surv. s. of Sir John Norris, m. 1729, Judith, da. 
and coh. of Robert Western; usher of the customs house in the port of London 
1732-d.; M.P. for Rye 1727-32.

NORRIS, Matthew (1705-38), 5th s. of Sir John Norris; capt. 1724; commissioner 
of the navy at Plymouth 1737-d.; m. 1734, Euphemia, da. of Lewis Morris Sr., 
gov. of N.J.

NORRIS, Richard (b. 1716), 4th surv. s. of Sir John Norris; capt. 1735 at Lisbon in 
his father's squadron; cleared by court martial of cowardice at battle off Toulon 
Feb. 1744.

OGILVY, Alexander Lord (1718-46), 6th Baron Banff; entered navy 1733; capt. 
1742; d. unm. at Lisbon.

OGLETHORPE, James Edward (1696-1785), educ. Eton, Corpus Christi (Oxford); 
served in war of Spanish Succession; M.P. for Haslemere 1722-54; founder of 
colony of Georgia 1732; failed twice (1740, 1743) to take St. Augustine, Florida, 
from Spanish; criticized in 1745 campaign against Jacobites, which ended his ac 
tive military career.

OSBORN, Henry (71698-1771), 3rd s. of Sir John Osborn, Bart., of Chicksands, 
Beds.; lieut. 1717; capt. 1728; rear-adm. 1747; vice-adm. 1748; admiral 1757; at 
battle off Cape Passaro 1718; off Toulon 1744; Cape Ortegal 1747; c-in-c 
Leeward Islands 1748; c-in-c Med. 1757-8, when he prevented the Toulon 
squadron sailing to Louisbourg; vice-adm. of England 1763-d.

PALMER, Eliakim (1708—49), b. in Boston, s. of Thomas Palmer and Abigail 
Hutchinson; his f. was a well-established Mass, merchant with bros. in London 
also in trade; Harvard grad. 1727; m. in England, Elizabeth, da. of Thomas Finch 
(?); made a business career in London; agent for Mass, general court 1743-5; 
acted as trustee for remittance to Mass, of funds from Parliament for reimburse 
ment of Louisbourg expenses; d. 18 May 1749 at his house in Austin Fryers.

PEAGRUM, John, surveyor general of customs in North America 1732-42.
PEARSE, Vincent (71680-1745), entered the navy in 1696; lieut. 1702; capt. 1715; 

m. Mary, eld. da. of Lewis Morris Sr., gov. of N.J.
PELHAM, Hon. Henry (1695-1754), yr. bro. of the Duke of Newcastle; m. Lady 

Katherine Manners, da. of the Duke of Rutland; lord of the treas. 1721-4; sec.
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at war 1724-30; paymaster gen. 1730-43; 1st lord of the treas. 1743-d.; 
chancellor of the exchequer 1743-d.; effective prime minister 1746-d.; M.P. 
1717-d.

PELHAM-HOLLES, Thomas, 1st Duke of Newcastle (1693-1768), o. s. of Thomas 
Pelham, 1st Lord Pelham by his 2nd wife Lady Grace, yst. da. of Gilbert Holies, 
Duke of Newcastle; educ. Westminster; Clare College, Cantab, matric. 1709; 
LL.D. Cantab. 1728; high stewart Cantab. 1737; m. 1717 Lady Henrietta, eld. 
da. of Francis, 2nd Earl of Godolphin; cr. Marquis of Clare and Duke of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1715; K.G. 1718; sec. of state, southern dept. 1724-48; 
sec. of state, northern dept. 1748-54; 1st lord of treas. 1754-6, 1757-62; lord 
privy seal 1765-6; d. at his house in Lincoln's Inn Fields; devoted his vast for 
tune to politics.

PEPPERRELL, Sir William (1695-1759), N.E. merchant; yr. s. of William 
Pepperrell of Kittery and Margery Bray; long time memb. of Mass, general 
court and pres. for 18 years; col. of N.E. militia; c-in-c of N.E. forces at siege of 
Louisbourg 1745; col. 66 Ft. 1745-9, 1755-d.; cr. bart. 1745, the first American 
to receive the honour.

PERIER DE SALVERT, Antoine-Alexis (1691-1757), s. of a lieut. de vaisseau, b. at 
Dunkirk; garde-marine 1706; lieut. 1730; capt. 1741; chef d'escadre 1752; in- 
specteur du depot des cartes et plans de la marine 1756; served often on the 
West African coast and commanded a frigate of the Companie de Senegal 
1716—9; at Louisiana 1730, where his bro. Etienne de Perier was gov.; sent in the 
Mars in abortive attempt to aid Louisbourg 1745; convoyed gov. La 
Galissoniere to Canada 1747; part of de La Motte's squadron at Louisbourg 
1755; chevalier de Saint-Louis 1738; m. Istly Marie-Fransoise Piotard, 2ndly 
Angelique-Rosalie de Laduz.

PEYTON, Sir Yelverton (d. 1749), eld. s. of Charles Peyton of Grimston, Norfolk; 
sue. his cousin as bart. in 1721; lieut. 1706; capt. 1728; suspended for misconduct 
at Virginia 1742; dismissed from service by court martial 1749.

PHILIPPS, Richard (71661-1750), 2nd s. of Richard Philipps and Frances Noel, 
grands, of Sir John Philipps, Bart, of Pictou Castle, Wales; commissioned capt. 
by William III; at battle of the Boyne; lieut.-col. of 12 Ft. 1712; col. of 40 Ft. 
1717; gov. of N.S. 1719-49; lived in N.Y. 1720-2, 1729-31.

PHILLIPSON, John (1698-1756), chief clerk of the navy ticket office until 1739; 
commissioner of the navy 1739-43; memb. of Admiralty Board 1743-4; dir. of 
South Sea Co. 1733-5; deputy gov. 1756; M.P. 1743-<i.

PHIPS, Spencer (1685-1757), b. at Rowley, Mass.; s. of Dr. David Bennet and 
Rebecca Spencer; Harvard grad. 1703; m. 1707 Elizabeth, da. of Eliakim 
Hutchinson; j.p. for Middlesex 1713; one of the Mass, commissioners to Indian 
conf. which resulted in treaty of Portsmouth July 1713; col. of cavalry unit in 
Mass, militia; memb. of Mass. gen. court 1720-; councillor-at-large 1720-3, 
1725-33; lieut.-gov. of Mass. 1732-d.

PRENTICE, Robert (?), capt. of Connecticut sloop Defence (12-12 guns) at siege of 
Louisbourg, convoyed Conn, contingent from New London to Cape Breton; part 
of force which attacked and burned Ste. Ann and Ingonish May 1745.

PRITCHARD, John (d. 1777), lieut. 1723; capt. 1742; superannuated rear-adm. 1758.
RAMEZAY, Jean-Baptiste-Nicolas-Roch de (1708-771), b. in Montreal, s. of Claude 

de Ramezay and Marie-Charlotte Denys; ensign 1726; lieut. 1726; capt. 1734; 
commandant Fort Nipigon, Hudson's Bay 1742; Acadia 1746-7; town maj. 
Quebec 1749; king's lieut. 1758; commandant Quebec 1758-9; handed city to
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English Sept. 1759; returned to France where he d.; defeated N.E. troops under 
Arthur Noble at Minas 1747; chevalier de Saint-Louis 1748; m. 1728 Louise 
Godefoy de Tonnancour.

REGGIO, Andres (1692-1780), b. at Palermo; served with distinction during the war 
of Spanish Succession; at the reconquest of Majorca 1715; in Sicily 1717; at the 
battle off Cape Passaro 1718; expedition against Ceuta 1720; took several 
English merchantmen in the Channel 1727; expedition againt Oran 1732; 
promoted to flag rank 1733; grand cross of the order of San Genaro 1739; 2-i- 
c to Adm. Torres in the West Indies 1740-4; c-in-c West Indies 1744-9; in battle 
against an English squadron under Knowles off Havana Oct. 1748; safely con 
voyed treasure fleet to Spain with 12 million pesos 1749; d. at Puerto Real.

RHODES, Samuel, capt. in Col. Jeremiah Moulton's reg't (raised in York County, 
Maine) at Louisbourg 1745-6; later lieut. in PepperrelPs reg't. 1746—9.

RICHARDSON, Joseph, capt. of the privateer sloop Resolution, hired by Mass, dur 
ing 1745 siege of Louisbourg; sue. to command after d. of Donahew; recaptured 
two S.C. rice ships after siege.

ROBERTSON, Peter (d. 1747), lieut. 1741; cmdr. 1746; d. 1 Aug. 1747 when Hind 
foundered with all hands, 5 or 6 leagues off Louisbourg.

ROBINSON, Sir Thomas (71702-77), cr. bart. 1731; ensign in 1 Ft. Guards 1727; 
resigned 1731; commissioner of excise 1735-42; gov. of Barbados 1742-7; ac 
cused of diverting public funds to the rebuilding of government house there and 
never again employed; M.P. 1727-34.

Rous, John (d. 1760), N.E. born capt. of Mass, frigate Shirley, took numerous 
French prizes off Newfoundland in 1744; served at 1745 siege of Louisbourg; 
ship was purchased by navy but damaged in 1746 in Bay of Fundy; Rous 
without earlier service in the navy was made lieut. and promoted capt. 1745; 
senior naval officer at N.S. 1749-55; served at sieges of Beausejour, 
Louisbourg, Quebec 1755, 1758-9; d. in London.

ROWLEY, Sir William (d. 1768), capt. 1716; rear-adm. 1743; vice-adm. 1744; d. as 
admiral of the fleet, which he had been since Anson's death in 1762; c-in-c Med. 
1744-6, having commanded the van off Toulon in Feb. 1744; K.B. 1753.

ROYE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULD, d'Anville, Jean-Baptiste due (1709-46), cr. due 
d'Anville 1732; lieut.-gen. 1745; little naval experience before being appointed c- 
in-c of exped. to retake Louisbourg and attack Annapolis Royal 1746; d. at 
Chebucto and reburied later at Louisbourg.

RUSSELL, John, 4th Duke of Bedford (1710-71), 1st lord of the Admiralty 1744-8; 
sec. of state (southern dept.) 1748-51; lord lieut. of Ireland 1756-61; lord privy 
seal 1761-3; ambassador to France 1762-3 to negotiate peace treaty; elder bro. 
of the Trinity House 1745-d.; m. Istly Diana, yst. da. of Charles Spencer, 3rd 
Earl of Sunderland, m. 2ndly 1737 Gertrude, eld. da. of John, 1st Earl Gower.

ST. CLAIR (or Sinclair) James (d. 1761), 2nd s. of Henry, 8th Baron St. Clair; en 
sign 1694; capt. 1708; lieut.-col. 3 Ft. Guards 1714; col. 22 Ft. 1734; brig.-gen. 
1739; maj.-gen. 1741; lieut.-gen. 1745; general 1761; QMG British exped. to 
Netherlands 1745; c-in-c Canada expedition, diverted to L'Orient 1746; envoy to 
court of Vienna and Turin; m. Janet, da. of Hon. Sir David Dalrymple, 1st bart., 
M.P. and wid. of Sir John Baird; M.P. 1722-34, 1746-d.

SANDWICH (see John MONTAGU),
SAUNDERS, Thomas (1704-74), b. in Gloucester, Mass.; capt. of the sloop 

Massachusetts (10 guns) at siege of Louisbourg.
SCOTT, Henry, 3rd Earl Delorain (1712-40), d. of consumption as a naval capt.
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SHIPTON, Samuel, Boston merchant, naval storekeeper at Louisbourg 1745-9 at 
£80 p.a.

SHIRLEY, William (1694-1771), s. of William Shirley, a London textile manufac 
turer, and Elizabeth Godman, heiress of a Sussex estate; educ. Merchant 
Taylors', Pembroke College (Cantab.), Inner Temple; m. 71719, a London 
heiress, Frances Barker (d. 1747); 3s. 4da.; m. 2ndly 1751 Julie, da. of his land 
lord in Paris, while he served as a commissioner to study Nova Scotia boundary 
disputes with French; came to Boston 1731; gov. of Massachusetts 1741—56; 
gov. of Bahamas 1758-67; col. of ft. reg't. 1745-9, 1755-d.; c-in-c of 
H.M. forces in N.A. after Gen. Braddock's death 1755-6, until arrival of Lord 
Loudoun.

SMETHURST, Joseph, capt. of Mass.-owned Prince of Orange (8-6 guns) at 
siege of Louisbourg; in 1745 was captured by Renommee, on passage to England 
carrying George Clarice, the retired lieut. gov. of N.Y., whose papers relating to 
proposals to attack Canada were seized.

SNELLING, Jonathan (d. 1782), capt. of the Molineux (12-12 guns), 150 men at 
siege of Louisbourg 1745; resourceful and energetic officer; treas. of Boston 
Marine Society 1754; d. at Halifax, N.S.

SPARHAWK, Nathaniel (1715-76), s. of Rev. John Sparhawk of Bristol, R.I.; m. 
1742 Elizabeth, da. of William Pepperrell; N.E. merchant who profited greatly 
from supplying military needs at Louisbourg 1745-9 and later at Halifax.

SPRY, Richard (d. 1775), capt. 1745; rear-adm. 1770; taken prisoner off Antigua in 
Feb. 1745, when his bombship, Comet, was overcome by a 36-gun privateer. 
Taken to Havana, he was shown duplicates of the Admiralty's orders to Warren 
for the attack on Louisbourg, by Adm. Reggio, who had sent warnings both to 
St. Dominigue and New Orleans. After his exchange he went to Charleston and 
reached Louisbourg in Oct. 1745, where Warren promoted him to command the 
Chester, wintered at Louisbourg 1745-6; defended Annapolis Royal 1746; 
carried Warren to England at end of 1746; in N.S. waters 1755-8; at siege of 
Louisbourg 1758; c-in-c North American squadron 1762-3.

STINSON, John, master of the N.E. sloop Philadelphia at Louisbourg 1745-6.
STODDARD, John (1682-1748), b. at Northampton, Mass.; 10th child of Rev. 

Solomon Stoddard; Harvard grad. 1701; m. 1731, Prudence Chester of Wethers- 
field; escaped attack on Deerfield stockade 1704; selectman of Northampton 
1706-; most experienced militia officer on the N.E. frontier; went to Canada to 
negotiate return of N.E. captives 1713-17; intermittently memb. of Mass. gen. 
court from 1716; memb. of Mass, council 1737-9; memb. of numerous com 
missions to confer with Indians and with N.Y. to discuss defence or boundary 
questions; prepared with Col. Theodore Atkinson report on Canada for Warren 
and Shirley 1746.

SWAN, George Cornelius, ordnance storekeeper at Louisbourg 1745-9.
TAFFANEL DE LA JONQUIERE, Jacques-Pierre de. Marquis de La Jonquierc 

(1685-1752), b. Chateau de Lasgraisses, near Albi; s. of Jean de Taffanel de La 
Jonquiere and Catherine de Bonnes; m. 1721 Marie-Angelique de La Valette; 
garde marine 1697; enseigne 1703; lieut. 1711; capt. 1731; inspecteur des troupes 
de la marine du departement de Rochefort 1741; chef d'escadre 1746; served in 
Med. until 1712, then in the Caribbean and S. American coast 1713-20, 1727-8; 
visited Canada briefly in 1733 and 1738; flag capt. for Marquis d'Antin Par- 
daillan on the Dauphin Royal in the West Indies 1740-1; flag capt. for Court de
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La Bruyere in Terrible in the battle off Toulon Feb. 1744; appointed gov. of 
New France 1746-d, but did not reach Quebec until 1749; commanded the rem 
nants of the squadron sent to N.S. under due d'Anville in abortive attempt to 
retake Louisbourg 1746; wounded and taken prisoner during battle off Cape 
Ortegal May 1747; d. at Quebec.

TATTUM, William (d. 1748), for many years Warren's purser and secretary.
TAYLOR, Polycarpus (d. 1780), lieut. 1733; capt. 1743; superannuated rear-adm. 

1762.
THOMAS, Sir George (71695-1774), b. and educ. in Antigua; memb. of Antigua 

assembly 1716-17; memb. of Leeward Islands council 1728-38; deputy gov. of 
Pennsylvania and the lower counties of Delaware 1738-47; gov. of Leeward 
Islands 1753-66; cr. bart. 1766.

THOMLINSON, John, agent for N.H. in London; used Mass.-N.H. boundary disputes 
to turn board of trade against Gov. Belcher 1739; investigation led to privy coun 
cil recommendation of a separate gov't. for N.H.; contract to supply ships at 
Louisbourg 1746; shared contract for remitting funds to N.A. 1754-65; shared 
contract to supply Louisbourg garrison with specie 1760-1.

THOMPSON, Thomas, capt. of R.I. ship Fame (14-14 guns) at siege of Louisbourg, 
250 tons, formerly San Jose de los Animas, taken by R.I. privateer Revenge and 
later purchased by Daniel Ayrault Jr. and Philip Wilkinson of Newport.

TIDDEMAN, Richard (d. 1762), lieut. 1732; capt. 1745; served with Warren in West 
Indies and at Louisbourg; served later with Boscawen and Pocock in East Indies; 
drowned in Manila Bay; wid. granted a pension by Admiralty.

TORRES y MORALES, Rodrigo, marques de Matallana (71687-1755), at expedition 
against Majorca 1715; in Sicily 1718; at battle off Cape Passaro 1718; took 
English vessels off St. Vincent and in the Channel 1719-20; commanded 
squadron which provisioned Cartagena 1740 and Havana 1741; convoyed 
treasure fleet to Spain with 8 million pesos, for which he was rewarded with his 
title marques de Matallana; prom, lieut.-gen. 1745; d. at Madrid.

TOWNLEY, Edmund (d. 1759), lieut. 1739; cmdr. of sloop Hinchinbroke at 
Louisbourg 1746; capt. 1756.

TOWNSEND, Isaac (71685-1765), nephew of Sir Isaac Townsend, commissioner of 
the navy at Portsmouth; lieut. 1706; capt. 1720; rear-adm. 1744; vice-adm. 
1746; admiral 1747; gov. of Greenwich hosp. 1754-d.; elder bro. of the Trinity 
House 1751-d.; Adm. Byng's gaoler in 1757; M.P. 1744-54, 1757-65; m. 
Elizabeth, da. of Dr. William Larcum, of Richmond.

TOWNSHEND, Hon. George (71715-69), eld. s. of Charles, 2nd Viscount Townshend 
of Raynham, and of Dorothy, sis. of Sir Robert Walpole; half-bro. of Charles, 
3rd Viscount Townshend; capt. 1739; rear-adm. 1755; vice-adm. 1757; admiral 
1765.

TUBIERES, Charles de, chevalier de Caylus (1698-1750), capt. 1727; chef d'escadre 
des Antilles 1739; gov. gen. des lies au Vent 1745.

TYNG, Edward (1683-1755), capt. of the Massachusetts (20 guns) hired by Mass, 
for Louisbourg exped.; s. of Col. Edward Tyng of Mass.; m. Istly da. of Capt. 
Cyprian Southack; 2ndly m. in 1731 Ann, da. of Jonathan Waldo of Boston; 
recommended unsuccessfully by Shirley in 1745 for naval commission.

TYRRELL, Richard (d. 1766), elder s. of Warren's sister, Mary; lieut. 1740; cmdr. 
1743; capt. 1743; rear-adm. 1762; m. 1747, Mrs. Russell Tankard Chester of
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Antigua; entered sugar business there 1750-4; d. June 1766 and was bur. at sea; 
his will referred to estates in Antigua and Jamaica.

UTTING, Ashby (d. 1745), Heut. 1729; capt. 1741.
VAUGHAN, William (1703-46), b. in N.H.; s. of George Vaughan, lieut.-gov. of 

N.H., and grands, of William Vaughan, pres. of N.H. council; Harvard grad. 
1722; traded to Louisbourg from at least 1728; involved in Nfld. trade; early 
advocate of attack on Louisbourg; memb. of PepperrelTs council of war 1745; 
took possession, during siege, of abandoned grand battery; went to London to 
seek compensation for his efforts Oct. 1745; prepared for gov't. a scheme for 
the invasion of Canada Nov. 1745 and state of N.S. Mar. 1746; d. in London of 
smallpox Dec. 1746.

VERNON, Edward (1684-1757), capt. 1706; vice-adm. 1739; admiral 1745; dis 
missed from service in April. 1746; M.P. 1722-34, 1741-d.; dir. of British Herr 
ing Fishery Co. 1750, in which Warren invested.

WAGER, Sir Charles (71666-1743), capt. 1692; rear-adm. 1708; vice-adm. 1716; 
admiral 1731; vice-adm. of Great Britain 1742-d.; comptroller of the navy 
1715-18; memb. of Admiralty Board 1718-33; first lord of the Admiralty 
1733-42; treas. of the navy 1742-d.; M.P. 1710-11, 1713-d.

WALDO, Samuel (1695-1759), Boston merchant; 2-in-c of Mass, forces at siege of 
Louisbourg 1745; mast agent for Navy Board; land speculator who visited 
England to defend his interest and help oust Gov. Belcher 1729-31, 1738-41; 
political ally of Shirley; great friend of Pepperrell, whose son, Andrew, was long 
betrothed to but never m. Waldo's da., Hannah; c-in-c colonial exped. intended 
against Crown Point 1746-7.

WALKER, Sir Hovendon (71666-1725), 2nd s. of Col. William Walker, of 
Tankards, Queen's county, Ireland; capt. 1692; rear-adm. 1711; commanded 
unsuccessful exped. to Canada 1711; struck from flag list after 1715 court mar 
tial; publ. his vindication 1720; wid. successfully sought pension from Admiralty.

WANTON, Gideon (1693-1780), s. of Joseph Wanton of Tiverton; m. 1718 Mrs. 
Mary Codman; gen. treas. of R.I. 1733-43; gov. of R.I. 1745-6, 1747-8.

WARBURTON, Hugh (d. 1771), capt. 1721; lieut.-col. 56 Ft. at Louisbourg 1746-9; 
col. 40 Ft. in N.S. 1749-61; lieut.-gov. of Cape Breton 1746-9.

WARREN, Oliver (d. 1724), eld. s. of Michael Warren; lieut. 1719; d. in Ireland 
while on half-pay.

WARREN, Sir Peter (71703-52), b. Warrenstown, nr. Dunshaughlin, County Meath, 
Ireland; yst. s of Capt. Michael Warren and Catherine (nee Aylmer, wid. of Sir 
Nicholas Plunket), lieut. 1723; capt. 1727; rear-adm. 1745; vice-adm. 1747; 
K.B. 1747; m. 1731 Susannah, eld. da. of Stephen DeLancey of N.Y.C.; 1 s. 5 
da.; prime warden of Goldsmiths Co. 1744-5; alderman of London 1752; 
memb. of N.Y. council 1744-d.; M.P. 1747-d.; freeman of Merchant Tailors' 
(Dublin) Guild 1752; doctor of laws, Trinity Coll., Dublin 1752; d. in Dublin.

WARREN, Susannah (1707-71), b. in N.Y.C., eld. da. of Stephen DeLancey (d. 
1741), prominent merchant and politician; m. Capt. Peter Warren July 1731; 
lived in N.Y.C. until 1731 and in 1746-7; at Charleston 1731-2; Boston 
1736-9, 1746; in England 1732-6, 1747-d., from 1747-63 on Cavendish Sq. 
and in Grosvenor Sq. 1763-d.; 1 s. 5 da. of whom 1 s. and 1 da. d. 1744 at 
N.Y.C., another in London 1756; three who surv. infancy were: Anne 
(1738-1807) m. 1758 Col. Charles Fitzroy (cr. 1st Baron Southampton 1780),



BIOGRAPHICAL DIRECTORY 443

yr. bro. of Duke of Grafton, 15 child.; Susanna (1744-72) m. 1767 her 2nd 
cous. Col. William Skinner (d. 1780), 1 da. who in 1789 m. Maj. Henry Gage 
later Viscount Gage; Charlotte (1749-94) m. 1768 Willoughby, 4th Earl of 
Abingdon, 4 s. 1 da.

WATTS, John (1715-89), b. in N.Y., s. of Robert Watts (d. 1750) and Mary 
Nicoll; m. 1742 Anne, yr. da. of Stephen DeLancey; memb. of N.Y. assembly 
1752-8; memb. N.Y. council 1758-75; merchant partner with Oliver DeLancey; 
agents for Warren family 1750-2; war contractor; fled N.Y. for England 1775; 
d. in London home of his s-in-1, Capt. Archibald Kennedy, R.N.

WENDELL, Jacob, b. near Albany of Dutch ancestry; m. Sarah, da. of Dr. James; 
sent 3 s. to Harvard; memb. Mass, council 1738-; political ally of Shirley; 
militia col.; urged Pepperrell to accept appointment as c-in-c of Louisbourg ex- 
ped.; col. of reg't. at Louisbourg 1745; commissioner (with Samuel Welles, 
Thomas Hutchinson, John Stoddard and later Oliver Partridge) to negotiate with 
N.Y. and Six Nations Indians 1746.

WENTWORTH, Benning (1696-1770), b. Portsmouth, N.H.; s. of well-to-do 
merchant John Wentworth, lieut.-gov. of N.H. until his d. in 1730; m. Istly 1719 
Abigail, da. of John Ruck; 2ndly Martha, da. of William Hilton (d. at 
Louisbourg 1745); merchant specializing in trade to Spain who was near 
bankruptcy due to unpaid accounts of Spanish customers 1737; memb. of N.H. 
assembly and council; bitter opponent of Belcher; gov. of N.H. 1741-67; 
surveyor of the king's woods in N.A. 1743-d.

WICKHAM, John (d. 1763), lieut. 1731; capt. 1742; superannuated rear-adm. 1759; 
earnings from freight money enabled him to purchase a house in 1748 at Henley- 
upon-Thames.

WILLARD, Josiah (1681-1756), s. of Rev. Samuel Willard, vice. pres. of Harvard; 
Harvard grad. 1699; tutor at Harvard 1703-6; at sea as merchant 1706-17; 
twice taken prisoner; m. Istly 1715, Katherine Alien (d. 1725) of Boston, 2ndly 
1726, Mrs. Hannah Clark (d. 1766); sec. to Mass, general court 1717-d.; judge 
of probate, Suffolk county 1728-45.

WINCHILSEA (see FINCH).
WINDHAM, Charles (d. 1743), capt. 1733.
WINSLOW, William, commissary general of stores for the N.E. regiments at 

Louisbourg 1745-9.
WOLCOTT, Roger (1679-1767), b. in Windsor, Conn.; apprenticed to a clothier; 

Conn, assembly 1709-14; Conn, council 1714-; j.p. 171O-21; judge of the 
county court 1721-32; supreme court 1732-; deputy gov. of Conn. 1741-50; 
gov. 1750-4; maj.-gen. commanding Conn, contingent at Louisbourg, and 2-in-c 
to Pepperrell; publ. 1725 at New London Poetical Meditations', 2 s., one of 
whom, Oliver, was afterwards himself gov. of Conn., and another, Erastus, a 
judge of the Conn, supreme court.
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Parsons Usher Parsons, The Life of Sir William Pepperrell, Bart. (Boston:
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2. Warren to Pepperrell 23 Apr. 1745
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44. Pepperrell to Warren 28 May 1745
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Ambrose, Capt. John, 67; note, 424
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xxv, xlii-xliii, xlv, 34, 87, 88, 127, 142, 
155, 158, 159, 213, 326, 368, 387, 387*2, 
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424; and prize money, xliii, 42, 52, 139, 
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d'Anville, due (see Roye, de La

Rochefoucauld)
Apthorp, Charles, xxxii, 177, 201*1, 204, 

205, 211, 238, 285, 297, 300, 301, 329, 
390, 394, 431; letters to, 203, 218-19, 
229-30, 240, 242; note, 424 

Aquaforte harbour, Nfld., 189 
Atkinson, Theodore, 342*; note 424 
Aylmer, Capt. Henry, Lord, 67, 348; note, 

424

Baie Verte, N.S., xxiii, xxxiv, xxxv, 105, 134, 
136, 288*3, 302, 310, 370

Baker, Samuel and William, 34, 67, 135, 
158, 159, 160, 167, 180, 185, 192, 205, 
206, 213, 249, 250, 251, 281, 300, 303, 
316, 349, 395, 396, 397, 398; letters 
from, 34-5, 46-7, 65-8, 87-9, 130, 
142-4, 158-60, 180-1, 184-5, 213-14, 
216-18, 233, 244; letters to, 24-5, 278, 
293-4; note (William), 424; see also 
Warren

Baltimore, Lord (see Calvert)
Banff (see Ogilvy)
Bank of England, 397, 401-2, 426, 432
Banquereau fishing bank, 11
Barailh, M. de, 39; note, 424
Barbados, xviii, 3*, 4, 30, 32, 35, 36, 40, 41, 

42, 44, 51, 88, 96, 143, 183, 286, 294, 
432, 433, 439; see also West Indies

Barrell, Joseph, 391, 394
Bastide, John Henry, 105, 109, 110, 122, 

138, 198, 394; letter of, 138; note, 424
Bath, 158, 189, 430
Bay of Biscay, xliii, 11, 424
Bay of Fundy, xl, 157-8, 197, 318, 319, 

320, 329, 330, 331, 332, 333, 351, 355, 
357, 439

449
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Bayonne, xliii, 11, 247
Becket, Robert, 134; note, 425
Bedford (see Russell)
Belcher, Andrew, 341; note, 425
Belcher, Jonathan, 13, 16, 272n, 341, 441, 

443; dismissed from power, 25; letters 
from, 20-1, 25-6; note, 425

Belle Isle, xlii, 387, 434
Belle Isle, Straits of, 209
Bennett, Peter, 213, 218, 233, 244, 294, 300, 

303
Bermuda, 37-8, 280
Biddeford, N. E., 304
Bilboa, 11, 14
Bladen, Martin, 29; note, 425
Bollan, William, xlii, 282, 403, 404; co 

author of reports, 380-2, 401-4; note, 
425

Bordeaux, xliii, 8, 11, 126
Boscawen, Capt. Edward, 21, 430, 441; 

note, 425
Bosch, Capt. John, 93, 103, 110, 127; note, 

425
Boston, vii, xviii, xxiii, xxx, xxxi, xxxiv-xxxv, 

xxxvii, xxxix, xl, 7, 8, 23, 41, 45, 61, 98, 
99, 104, 123, 136, 137, 139, 143, 156, 
165, 170, 176, 182, 185, 187, 207, 209, 
211, 218, 229, 288, 315, 348, 371, 372, 
388, 389, 399, 424, 425, 430, 433, 442, 
443; masts from, 179, 203; as a naval 
station, 32-3, 36, 51, 63, 311, 371; 
prisoners sent to, 101, 104-5, 132, 
246-7; shipbuilding at, 37-8, 371; 
supplies from, 399-401; threat to, 313, 
330, 334, 350, 361; see also 
Massachusetts, New England, Trade

Bradstreet, John, 93, 106, 126, 204, 287, 
297, 310

Breda, Congress of (1746), 340, 347, 349, 
368

Brenton, Jahleel, 137; note, 425
Brest, xx, 76, 149, 157, 170, 182, 288
Brett, Capt. John, 108, 115, 120, 166, 217, 

302, 303, 397
Brett, Capt. Peircy, 34; note, 426
Bristol, 34, 49, 206, 282
Brooks, Edward, 176, 228, 229, 240; note, 

426
Browne, Gen. Maximilian von, 363; note, 

426
Bull, William, 13, 16; letters of, 13-15, 17; 

letters to, 13, 16-17; note 426
Burchett, Josiah, 431; letters to, 9, 10-13, 

15-16, 18-20, 23; note, 426

Byng, Rear-Admiral John, xxv, 35rc, 46, 
428, 429, 441

Cadiz, 11, 145, 432
Calmady, Capt. Warwick, 107, 115, 120, 

166, 213, 397; note, 426
Calvert, Charles Lord, 47, 87; note, 426
Canada, xxii, xxvi, xxx, xxxiv, 12, 39, 90, 

224, 239, 255, 370, 424; American forces 
and, 295, 307, 321, 324, 335-6, 355, 377, 
381; attack on (1746), ix, x, xxvi, xxxvi- 
xxxix, xli, 32, 33, 50, 65, 71, 178, 222, 
223-8, 230-3, 269#; attack cancelled, 
287>jl, 312, 322, 323, 347; attack on 
(1747) proposed, 307, 316, 317, 321, 324, 
325, 341-5, 352, 389; fear of attack 
from, 168, 183, 188, 191, 200, 241; and 
Louisbourg prisoners, 121-2; ship 
building in, 191, 224, 366, 366«2; see also 
Canadians, Indians, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, New England, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Trade, Virginia

Canadians (or Canadiens), xxx, xxxv, 101, 
106, 123, 128, 146, 172, 183, 188, 223, 
225, 227, 308, 331; militia, 146, 175, 274, 
274rt, 322, 324-5, 336, 359, 361, 362, 
364-5, 366, 372

Canso, N.S., vii, xviii, xix, xx, xlii, 425, 428, 
432; civil government for, 62, 71, 128; 
defence of, 4, 11-12, 12/i2, 70, 95, 104, 
145, 379, 381; fall of (1744), 39, 44, 425; 
fort at, 202, 202rt; rendez-vous at (1745), 
49, 50, 70, 93, 399; see also Fisheries

Cape Ann, Mass., 316
Cape Breton (lie Roy ale), vii, xix, xx, xxii, 

xxvi—xxviii, xxix, xxxii, 12, 76, 125, 130, 
135, 148, 149, 151, 400; attack on, 38, 
48-50, 65, 69, 70-75, 78-9, 83-115; in 
habitants of, 133, 400; ordnance stores 
for, 181-2; 183; and peace treaty, 347; 
settlement of, 256, 292; see also Canada, 
Fisheries, Indians, Louisbourg, Trade

Cape Cod, Mass., 399
Cape Ortegal, battle off (May, 1747), viii, 

xlii-xliii, 390, 434, 436, 437, 441
Cape Sable, N.S., 170, 197, 350, 358, 364, 

365, 366
Cape Sambro, N.S., 313, 315, 318, 330, 

331, 332, 333, 334, 339, 352
Carolina (see South Carolina)
Cartagena (Spanish America), viii, 24, 25, 

27, 430, 434, 435
Carteret (see Granville)
Casco Bay, N.E., 9
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Castle Island, Mass., 350
Castle William, Mass., 350, 350/22
Cavendish, Admiral Philip, 26; note, 426
Caylus (see Tubieres)
Chaleur Bay, 302
Charleston, S.C., vii, xviii, 7, 24, 424, 440, 

442
Charlevoix, Rev. de, 382, 382/22
Chebucto (see Halifax)
Chesterfield, Earl of, 377, 387; views on 

Louisbourg, xxivw3
Chignecto, Isthmus of, N.S., 365, 379, 380
Choate, John, 177, 238; orders to, 239; 

note, 426
Clark, Gydney, 143, 294; letter to, 250-1
Clarke, George, viii, xlii, 278/2, 298,440; co 

author of report, 380-2; note, 426
Clevland, John, letters to, 385-6, 399-401; 

note, 427
Clinton, George, xxx, 28, 35, 42, 44, 49, 

161, 168, 201, 215, 310, 317, 321, 328, 
337, 350, 354, 355; health of, 237; letters 
of, 40, 154-5, 235-7, 297-8, 337; letters 
to, 29, 33-4, 40-1, 44, 144, 156-7, 
163-5, 178-9, 237-8, 279-80, 289-90, 
295-6, 311, 355-6, 369, 393-4; note, 
427; and Pelhams, 236; see also Warren

Clinton, Henry, 178, 280; note, 427
Clinton, Henry Fiennes, Earl of Lincoln, 69; 

note, 427
Colby, Lieut. Stephen, 253, 262, 288, 296, 

310; note, 427; orders to, 239; as 
prisoner, 366^2

Collins, Capt. Richard, 306; note, 427
Commerce (see Trade)
Compagnie des Indes (French East Indies 

Company), xxiii, xxxix, 37, 139, 141, 
145-6, 158, 159, 160, 164, 167, 199, 395, 
396

Conflans, Hubert comte de, 352, 357, 358; 
note, 427

Connecticut, xxxvii/23, 208/2, 283, 433-4; 
and Canada expedition, 225, 230, 345; 
guardship for, 49, 154; and Louisbourg 
siege, 49, 83, 105, 106, 443; parliamen 
tary reimbursement to, xxxivwl; see also 
New England, New London, Trade

Connolly, John, 427
Corbett, Thomas, xxv, 47, 64/2, 67, 68, 69, 

245/2, 287/21, 288, 290/2, 296, 296/2, 297, 
303, 331/22, 334, 336, 359, 366/22, 370, 
434; letters of, 32-3, 64-5, 181-4, 
219-20, 233-4, 373, 385, 406; letters to, 
26-9, 30-2, 35-9, 41-2, 50-5, 60-3,

120-5, 131-4, 168-73, 176-7, 186-91, 
207-11, 244-8, 251^, 259-62, 273-5, 
282-3, 311-12, 319-26, 328, 331-2, 
340-1, 351-4, 356-9, 372, 384-5, 
395-9, 406; note, 427

Cornewall, Capt. Frederick, 107, 115, 120; 
note, 427

Cotes, Capt. Thomas, 339
Court martial, 54, 426, 428, 434, 437, 438, 

442
Cowley, William, 329, 356; note, 427
Craven, Capt. Thomas, 327, 349; note, 427
Croque harbour, Nfld., 166, 172
Crown Point, N.Y., xxxvii-xxxviii, xlii, xliv, 

289-90, 299, 300/2, 304, 307, 309, 310, 
320-1, 340, 350, 354, 369, 381,428,435, 
442; Indians and, 337, 381

Cuba, 18, 27
Culloden, battle of (1746), 294, 428; see 

also The Forty-Five
Curacao, 26, 251
Cutter, Ammi, 134-5, 425; note, 427

Dandrige, Capt. William, 21, 22; note, 427 
Davers, Admiral Thomas, 51, 53, 89, 261,

306, 310, 332, 333-4, 336-7, 338, 339,
367, 436; death of, 363; letter to, 332;
note, 427 

Davis Straits, 9
Delamott, Lieut. Philip, 203; note, 427-8 
DeLancey family, 8, 130, 236, 436, 437,

442, 443 
DeLancey, James, 24, 155, 300/2, 393, 394;

note, 428 
DeLancey, Oliver, 155, 164, 167, 178, 184,

186/2, 213, 217, 218, 244, 250, 285, 286,
294, 297, 310, 443; letter to, 30; note,
428 

DeLancey, Stephen, Jr., 130«2, 178; note,
428

Delorain (see Scott) 
Dent, Capt. Digby, 6; note, 428 
Deserters, 36, 86, 110, 187, 262, 291, 305,

320, 354 
Des Herbiers, Henri-Fransois, marquis de

1'Etanduere, 95; note, 428 
Dion, Baptiste, 188, 200, 239, 258, 297; see

also lie St. Jean 
Dominica, 31-2, 428 
Donahew, David, 103, 104, 105, 134, 136,

439; note, 428
Douglass, Henry, 395, 396, 397, 398 
Douglass, Capt. James, xl, 55, 84, 107, 108,
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115, 120, 148, 162, 166, 217, 339, 340,
346; letters to, 315-16, 330; note, 428 

Downs, The, 77, 155, 156, 180 
Dublin, xvii, 68, 426; see also Ireland 
Duchambon (see Louis Du Pont) 
Drummond, James, 287; note, 428 
Dunkirk, 11, 424 
Du Pont Duvivier, Francois, 49, 101, 123,

169, 197; note, 428 
Du Pont, Louis, sieur Duchambon, 127,

129, 245; note, 428 
Durell, Capt. Philip, 49, 101, 107, 115, 120,

123, 166, 167, 172, 177, 186, 397; note,
429

Durell, Capt. Thomas, xxviirc3, 12/t3 
Duvivier (see Du Pont Duvivier)

East India Company, vii, 181, 424, 432 
Edwards, Capt. Richard, 107, 108, 115,

120, 147, 155, 166, 167, 173, 186, 189,
206, 217, 395, 397; note, 429 

Ellison, Cuthburt, 272; note, 429 
English Channel, 6, 130, 142 
English Harbour, Antigua, 51, 53; see also

Antigua 
Estourmel, Constantin-Louis d', xl, 358,

364; note, 429 
Everett, Lieut. Michael, 253; note, 429

Faneuil, Peter, letter of, 8
Fanshawe, Capt. Charles, 16, 18, 22; note 

429
Parish, Capt. Richard, 185, 317, 356; note, 

429
Finch, Daniel, Earl Winchilsea, 34, 46, 87; 

note, 429
Fish, 391, 394
Fisheries, xix, xl, 71; of Cape Breton, 4, 

10-13, 33, 37, 38, 39, 140, 171-2, 195, 
198, 255, 291-2, 381, 383; off Casco 
Bay, 9; French, 44-5, 50, 122, 133, 172, 
190, 199, 202, 207, 223, 242, 255, 291, 
386; of New England, 9,44, 49, 312, 381, 
385; off Newfoundland, 45-6, 76, 77, 
132, 149, 202, 231, 242, 291, 381, 383, 
385, 386; off Nova Scotia, 4, 10-12, 39, 
62, 70-1, 202, 340, 354, 381, 385

Fletcher, William, 105; note, 429
Florida, Gulf of, 27, 209
Flota, Spanish, 7, 9-10, ISjft 24, 52, 285, 

402
Fones, Daniel, 134, 137; orders to, 89-90, 

136, 140-1, 145, 153, 294; note, 429
Forbes, George, Viscount (Earl of Granard), 

87; note, 429

Forrest, Capt. Arthur, 133, 144, 155, 212,
261, 278, 310; note, 429 

Fort Frontenac, Canada, 425 
Fort St. Frederic (see Crown Point) 
Fortescue, Matthew, Lord, 348; note, 429 
Forty-Five, The, xxiv, xxxv, 180, 182, 287,

294, 426, 428, 437 
France, vii, xxxiii, xxxiv, xxxix, xl, xliv, 10,

11, 48, 50, 121, 128, 140, 142, 152, 168,
172, 175, 183, 191, 245^, 270, 272, 298,
308, 426. 

Frankland, Sir Charles Henry, 212, 391,
424; note, 429-30

Frankland, Capt. Thomas, 299; note, 430 
Freeman's Bay, Antigua, 53 
Fur Trade, xix, xxx, 37, 38, 39, 71, 140, 190,

202, 223, 242, 292

Gabarus Bay, C.B., 84, 89, 91, 97, 103, 111
Gaspe Bay, 302
Gayton, Capt. Clark, 49, 93, 94, 104, 106,

107, 109, 110, 123, 127, 157, 368, 372;
note, 430 

Geary, Capt. Francis, 108, 115, 120, 131,
133, 135, 138, 150, 151; note, 430 

Genoa, 363, 368, 435 
George's Island, Mass., 371, 388 
Gerrish, Joseph, 391, 394; note, 430 
Georgia, vii, xviii, 6-7, 8, 9-10, \3ff, 27,

381, 426, 431, 437 
Gibraltar, xxivn3, xxviirt4, 87, 89, 131, 147,

169, 182, 219, 262, 400, 432; see also
Louisbourg reinforcements 

Giddings, Joseph, 84, 176, 230, 258, 306,
366; note, 430 

Glen, James, 32; letter of, 299-300; note,
430

Goldthwait, Benjamin, 430 
Gooch, William, xxxvii, 23, 231, 259, 263,

354; note, 430 
Gorham, John, 361, 364, 365, 366; note,

430
Granard (see Forbes) 
Grand Passage, N.S., 157 
Granville, John Carteret, Earl of, xxiv,

xxxvi, 377, 387
Green, Benjamin, 177, 257; note, 430 
Greene, William, xxxviiw3, 307« 
Greenwich Village, N.Y., 164, 164wl, 236,

433; see also New York City 
Griffith, John, 98; orders to, 98, 127, 136;

note, 431
Guadeloupe, 53, 432 
Gulf of Mexico, 336 
Gulf of St. Lawrence, 43, 72, 128, 134, 139,
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172, 287, 320, 336, 386; see also St. 
Lawrence River

Halifax, xxix, xxxii, 424, 430, 431, 435, 436;
French Squadron at, xl, 288/71, 310, 313,
315, 317, 326, 329/T, 338, 339, 346,
351-2, 357, 364, 366, 366/72, 427;
departs from 359, 361, 363, 439; as naval
base, viii, xlv, 379, 380, 429; settlement
of, xxvii, xxviii, xlii, 434; Vice Admiralty
Court at, 431 

Hallowell, Benjamin, 371, 406; letters of,
371, 384, 388; note, 431 

Hamar, Capt. Joseph, 299; note, 431 
Hancock, Thomas, xxxii-xxxiii, 424; letters

of, 390-1, 394; note, 431; recommended
by Warren, 391 

Hardwicke, Philip Yorke, Earl of, xxiv,
278/7, 377, 387; daughter of, 424 

Hardy, Sir Charles (the elder), 46; note, 431 
Hardy, Capt. Charles, 237; note, 431 
Harman, Capt. William, orders to, 239;

note, 431
Harrington, Lord, 151, 245/7 
Hatch, Nathaniel, 341; note, 431 
Havana, xxviii, 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 24, 27, 191,

259, 329/73, 439; English warships off,
18; see also Cuba 

Hawke, Rear-Admiral Edward, viii, xviii,
xliii-xliv, 36/72, 434 

Heathcote, Sir John, 24 
Herbert, Capt. Edward, 67-8, 250, 250/72,

251-2, 286, 294, 368; note, 431-2 
Holburne, Capt. Francis, 55, 213; note, 432 
Holburne, Lieut. William, 190, 213, 219;

note, 432 
Hopson, Peregrine Thomas, 148/7, 266, 272,

293, 340, 379, 394; note, 432 
Hore, Capt. Daniel, 108, 115, 120, 166,

397; note, 432
Horsman, John, 148/7, 272, 340; note, 432 
How, Edward, 356; letter of, 366-7; note,

432
Hudson River, 369 
Hutchinson, Thomas, 231, 443; note, 432

lie Madame, C.B., 425, 428
lie Royale (see Cape Breton)
lie St. Jean (Prince Edward Island), xxii, 

xxix, xxxiv, xxxv, xxxvrnl, 134, 136, 188, 
200, 239, 302, 427, 428-9; address to in 
habitants of, 239-40; casualties at, 302, 
304, 306, 348, 429; destruction of, 239, 
241; English garrison proposed for, 379; 
evacuation of, 175, 214, 239-40, 240/7, 
241, 241/7, 256, 260-1, 264, 293, 296,

429; hostages from, 188, 200, 239, 258; 
Indians at, 365; livestock on, 260; mis 
sionary at, 434

Indians, xxx, 152, 227, 292, 321-2, 340,
440; and Annapolis Royal, 40, 43, 101,
104, 123, 124, 128, 303, 314, 359, 362,
372; and Canada expedition (1746), 289,
337; Canadian, 175, 187, 188, 200, 202,
223-4, 255, 256, 274, 299, 365, 370,
382; of Casco Bay, 9; French policy
toward, 12, 38, 321, 324-5, 378, 381,
408; gifts to, 230, 380-1, 382; and
Louisbourg, 98, 105-6; Micmac, xxix,
12, 39, 40, 134, 230, 239, 302, 435;
ranger company of, 431; Six Nations of,
xxx, xxx/7l, xxxvii, 163, 178, 190, 201,
225, 231, 289, 311, 321-2, 336, 355, 381,
407-11; of South Carolina, 22; Spanish
(Florida), 19; superintendent of Indian
Affairs, 433; see also Warren

Ingonish, C.B., destruction of, 93, 438
Innes, Capt. Thomas, 61, 296; note, 432
Insurance, marine, 84, 176, 184, 242, 403
Ireland, 68, 72, 73, 160, 182, 288, 358,

424/T, 433, 434, 436, 437, 442; Protestant
schools in, 405, 407, 426; see also Dublin

Italy, 10, 11, 426, 435; see also Genoa

Jacobites (see The Forty-Five)
Jamaica, xviii, xxviii, 6, 20, 23, 34, 51, 89,

149, 163, 183, 286-7, 302, 310, 322, 336,
354, 372, 428, 442; fortifications at, 433;
see also West Indies 

Janssen, Stephen Theodore, 158-9; note,
432

Jasper, Edward, 8, 143, 144 
Jeddore, N.S., 313 
Jekyll Sound, Georgia, 19, 23 
Jelf, Capt. Andrew, 299; note, 432 
Jersey, Island of, 429, 434 
Johnson, Warren Peter, 160, 180, 184, 285;

note, 432 
Johnson, Sir William, xxx, 311, 336, 337,

355, 407, 409, 411; note, 432 
Jonquiere (see Tafanel De La Jonquiere)

Kennedy, Archibald, 29; note, 432-3
Kilby, Christopher, 281/72, 294, letter to, 

281-2; note, 433
Kinslagh, John, 306; note, 433
Kittery, N.E., 430, 438
Knowles, Commodore Charles, xix, xxviii, 

xxxii, xxxiii/73, xxxiv, xxxviii, 30, 35, 39, 
51, 53, 54, 55, 78, 79, 233, 251, 252, 253, 
257/7, 263, 265, 269, 270, 272, 273, 279,
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280, 303, 305, 309, 313, 317, 320, 327, 
328, 329, 331, 337, 348, 349, 358, 387, 
391, 432, 436, 439; chaise and horses 
captured, 366; as governor of Cape 
Breton, 216, 222, 236; letters of, 56-7, 
58, 59, 290-3, 295, 312-13, 382-4; 
letters to, 56, 57-8, 58-60, 254-9, 284-5, 
286, 287, 288, 301, 305-6, 310-11, 
333-4, 338-40, 345-7, 367-8, 370; and 
Louisbourg, 254«, 290-3, 382-4; and 
New England, 292; note, 433; opinion of 
Warren, 61, 168, 260; and shipbuilding in 
America, 384, 388, 399, 406, 431; and 
Townsend, 338-9, 367; and West Indies, 
394; see also Warren

Labrador, 386
La Have, N.S., xxvii, 12
Lake Champlain, xxxvi, xxxvii, 39/1, 65, 435
Lake Ontario, xlii, 381
La Maisonfort du Boisdecourt, Alexandre

de, 120; letter to, 105-6; note, 433 
La Rochelle, xxxix, xl, xlii, xliii, 312 
Lascelles, Edward, 143, 250, 294, 432 
Law, Jonathan, xxxviiw3, 45fl2, 132n; note,

433
Laws, Capt. William, 19, 21, 22; note, 433
Lee, Commodore Fitzroy Henry, 65, 95, 96,

189, 326, 332, 336, 338, 339; note, 433
Leeward Islands, xix, 30-2, 34, 36, 40, 42,

45, 65, 78, 89, 94, 95, 96, 99-100, 130,
183, 399, 428, 430, 437; governor of,
429, 441; see also Antigua, Dominica,
Montserrat, St. Christopher, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent, Squadron

Legge, Henry Bilson, 87; note, 433-4 
Le Loutre, Rev. Jean-Louis, 365, 432; note,

434
Lestock, Admiral Richard, xxxviii-xxxix, xl, 

xli, 67, 87, 312, 318-19, 323, 326, 336, 
340-1, 347, 349, 363, 388, 435; note, 
434; warnings sent to, 319, 320, 329-30, 
331, 333j(r, 346, 353, 357, 368 

Lezo, Admiral Bias de, 24; note, 434 
Lisbon, xviii, 11, 15, 77, 155, 166, 363, 437;

see also Portugal
Lisle, Capt. William, 55, 58-9; note, 434 
Lloyd, Capt. William, 176, 253, 324, 341,

363, 372; note, 434 
Lofting, Capt. Samuel, 180; note, 434 
London, vii, 163, 184, 248, 282, 372, 403,

425
Long, Capt. Robert, 143, 213; note, 434 
Long Island, N.Y., 36 
L'Orient, xxxix, 434, 440

Loring, Joshua, 434
Louisbourg, vii, viii, ix, x, xx/il, 83, 142; 

American regiments at, xxxii, xxxv, xxxvi, 
xlii, 228, 234, 237, 256, 257, 295, 308, 
377, 378; and Annapolis Royal, 309, 320, 
327, 356, 362; and d'Anville, xl; barracks 
(new), 138, 169, 204, 211, 214, 265; 
battery (circular), 97, 114; battery 
(Grand), xx, xxiii, 90, 93-4, 96, 97, 112, 
188, 200, 202-3, 204, 442; battery 
(Island), xx, xxi, xxiii, 90, 96, 97-8, 108, 
110, 112, 119, 188, 241; battery (siege), 
93, 94; and Canada expedition (1746), 
230-1, 282, 284, 289, 296, 334, 342, 
343; capitulation of (1745), 121, 128, 
131, 179, 260, 262, 425; careening gear 
and wharf at, xxvi-xxvii, 134, 167, 172, 
177, 187, 256, 262, 291; contract to vic 
tual and pay garrison of, 213-14, 244, 
294, 424; cost to French of, 198, 198«2; 
cost of siege and garrison, 132-3, 138, 
139-40, 152, 169, 171, 180, 187-8, 192, 
198, 203, 206, 242, 255, 258, 264-5, 
290-1, 382, 397; defence of (1746), 327, 
339, 351; dissenters at, 195, 256, 281; ex 
pedition to (1745), xix, 87-94, 96-115; 
fortifications of, xx, 70, 87, 168, 238, 
257, 290, 327, 348, 382; a 'free port', 
xxvii-xxviii, 122, 134, 136,195, 256, 281; 
French merchants at, 246; fuel for, xxii, 
123, 149, 169, 171, 182, 191,204,257-8, 
293, 306; garrison of (American and 
English), 122, 127-8, 131, 132, 139, 147, 
148-9, 151, 152, 154, 155, 156, 161, 164, 
172, 175, 186, 194, 199, 204, 219, 256, 
272, 295, 308, 348, 349, 353, 378; gar 
rison of (French), xx—xxii, 12wl, 39, 70, 
110; government of, 122, 128, 134, 
139-40, 146, 149, 152, 169, 171, 221, 
256, 277, 281; hospital at, 124, 131, 135, 
150, 232-3, 265; inhabitants evacuated, 
xxii, 121, 128, 132, 133, 135, 136, 179, 
190, 191, 246-7, 400; lighthouse at, 92, 
93, 97, 103, 110, 114; livestock for, 205, 
297, 300, 303; Mascarene suggests con 
quest of, 43-4; Maurepas Gate, 265; mis 
sionaries at, 434, 435; naval forces at, 
xxxiv-xxxv, xli-xlii, 79, %?>ff, passim', 
naval reinforcements (1746), 167, 168^, 
175, 182, 183-4, 195, 238, 259; New 
England supply of, 102,132,147,149,185, 
203, 205; 211-12, 218-19, 229-30, 238, 
240, 257; and New York City cannon, 
235, 235«2, 258; packet service for, 210, 
220, 234, 258, 296, 303; plan of town and
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fortress, 133, 167, 172, 198; popularity in 
England of, 87, 142, 143, 151, 168; rein 
forcements from American colonies, 221, 
228, 234, 235, 237, 237*; reinforcements 
from England (Frampton's regiment), 
215, 221, 232, 265; reinforcements from 
Gibraltar, xxxi, xxxiv, 148, 148«, 149, 
151, 161, 166, 168, 175, 179, 182, 183, 
187, 191, 192, 206, 208, 210, 214, 215, 
221, 228, 234, 237, 251, 256, 258, 259, 
263, 400, 427; rendezvous for American 
trade, 141, 147, 172, 195, 256, 281, 291, 
303, 307-8, 379; rendezvous for French 
trade, 37, 41, 147; repairs to, xxii-xxiii, 
39, 132, 133, 138, 146, 183, 258; restored 
to France (1748), xliv, 254; specie shor 
tage, 310-11, 313; stone from England 
for, 199, 201; threat to from French 
squadron (1745), 85, 122, 129, 132, 139, 
144, 146, 149, 157-8, 166, 168, 169-70, 
172, 178, 189, 197-8; Vice Admiralty 
Court at, xxvii, 124, 150, 170, 176, 177; 
weather at, xxi, 70, 96, 101, 102, 103, 
123, 128, 145, 147, 169, 192, 203, 210, 
273, 275, 290, 291, 357, 383; women at, 
258; see also Cape Breton, Knowles, 
Massachusetts, New England, Pepperrell, 
Perier de Salvert, Shirley, Warren 

Louisiana, 223; see also Mississippi 
Loyalists, 424, 428, 431, 432, 435, 443

Macdonald, Capt. James, xxxi, xxxiinl, 97,
109, 110, 114, 121, 126, 128 

Maillard, Rev. Pierre, 365; note, 434-5 
Malbone, Godfrey, 137, 285, 425; note, 435 
Marblehead, Mass., 312, 313, 430 
Martin, Admiral William, 95, 302, 304, 306,

318, 323, 339, 428; note, 435 
Martinique, xix, xxwl, 34, 39, 55, 64, 65-6, 

91, 189, 296, 298«2, 427, 436; capture 
of, 432

Maryland, 208w, and the Canada expedition 
(1746), xxxvii, 289, 345, 353, 369; 
protection of, 154, 186 

Mascarene, Paul, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 
157, 158, 169, 233, 242, 296, 303, 306, 
308-9, 310, 313, 318, 320, 327, 329, 330, 
331, 350, 361, 363, 368, 370, 372; letters 
of, 43-4, 161-2, 364-5; letters to, 230; 
note, 435

Massachusetts, xxx, xxxi, xxxiii-xxxiv, xl; 
and Canada expedition (1746), 225, 230, 
282/, 345, 369; committee of war in, 
211-12, 229, 238; currency of, 212, 
212rt, 391, 403; Dissenters in, 195;

government of, 3, 9, 23, 155, 193, 358, 
392, 394,401, 403,405, 408-9, 410,425, 
431, 432, 437, 438, 440; governor of, 3, 
5, 9, 23, 41, 193, 353, 358, 392,425,433, 
440; guardship for, 33/i, 49, 52, 74, 186; 
and Louisbourg expedition, xix, 48-50, 
185-6, 197; parliamentary reimburse 
ment for, xxxiv, xxxiv«2, 392, 395, 
401-6, 437; shipbuilding at, 283; see also 
Annapolis Royal, Cape Breton, 
Louisbourg, New England, Shirley, 
Warren, Trade

Mathews, Admiral Thomas, 67, 87, 88, 249, 
435; note, 435

Mayne, Capt. Perry, 87, 163; note, 435
Medley, Admiral Henry, 89; note," 435
Mercer, James Francis, 272; note, 435
Meserve, Nathaniel, letter of, 399; note, 435
Michell, Capt. Cornelius, 352; misbehaviour 

of, 339, 351, 363, 368; note, 435
Micmac (see Indians)
Minas, N.S., 101, 162, 296, 306, 314, 320, 

330, 331, 333, 364, 365, 372, 430, 432, 
437, 439; pilots from, 366

Mira Bay, C.B., 110, 131
Mississippi River, 37, 39, 72, 202, 325, 336, 

381
Molasses, 8, 250, 251
Montagu, John, Duke of, 221, 391, 394; 

note, 435-6
Montagu, John, Earl of Sandwich, xxiv, xxv, 

xxxvi, xlv, 127, 128, 167, 168, 249, 277, 
316, 326, 340, 347, 349, 368, 394; letters 
of, 215-16, 323fl; letter to, 334-7; note, 
436

Montagu, Capt. William, xxiv, 102, 107, 
115, 120, 122, 127, 131, 142, 143, 148, 
150, 174, 249, 336, 425; letter of, 
129-30; note, 436

Montague, Capt. John, 403; note, 436
Montreal, xxxvi-xxxvii, xxxviii, xli, xlii, 225, 

227, 231, 289, 290, 322, 342, 435, 439
Montserrat, 99
Moore, Col. Samuel, 114, 204; note, 436
Morris, Lewis, xxv, 175, 249, 253, 277,437, 

438; note, 436
Murray, Joseph, 236; note, 436

Nantasket Beach, Mass., 279, 280, 296, 388
Nantes, 11, 102, 434
Nash, Richard, 217; note, 436
Naval Stores, 71-2, 123, 124, 133, 135, 

149, 150, 170, 173, 177, 179, 203, 204-5, 
218-19, 224, 278, 283, 286-7, 288, 299, 
302, 303, 354, 361, 372
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Navy Board, 150, 172, 173, 187, 328, 328*, 
360, 371, 388, 398, 399,442; letters to, 8, 
135, 177, 179-80, 205-6, 370

Negroes (see Slaves)
Neville, Valentine, 305; note, 436
Newcastle, Duke of (see Pelham-Holles)
New England, and Canada, xxxvii, 225; 

frontiers of, 224, 381, 430; Knowles' opi 
nion of, 383-4; mast ships from, 23, 149, 
303; protection of, 21, 26, 27, 35, 42, 45, 
52, 77, 95-6, 104; profits from supply of 
Louisbourg, 293, 383, 399-401; 
snowshoes from, 343; shipbuilding in, 
219-20, 328, 359-60, 370, 371, 384, 
399, 431, 435; threatened by d'Anville's 
squadron, 313, 330, 334, 350; transports 
from, 156; see also Boston, Connecticut, 
Fisheries, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Shirley, Trade, 
Warren

Newfoundland, xx, xxi, xxiii, xxxii, xl, xli, 
xlii, 105, 145, 147, 153, 155, 163, 170, 
172, 173, 178, 182, 184, 188-9,209,225, 
259, 303, 320, 353, 366/z2, 368, 385, 386, 
391, 433; English trade to, 385; governor 
of, 427, 436; protection of, 33, 45, 70-1, 
91, 94, 123, 132, 133, 149, 157, 166, 
197-8, 315, 339, 346, 367, 382-3, 425, 
428, 431, 439; Rous and, 133; see also 
Fisheries, Placentia, St. John's, Trade

New Hampshire, 49, 208«, 424, 430, 435, 
441, 442, 443; and Annapolis Royal, 
349-50; and Canada expedition (1746), 
225, 230, 345; and Louisbourg ex 
pedition, 129, 283, 436; parliamentary 
reimbursement for, xxxiwil; shipbuilding 
at, 283, 350; see also New England

New Jersey, 69, 436; and Canada expedition 
(1746), xxxvii, 231, 289, 345; and 
Louisbourg, 137, 154, 208rt; protection 
for, 154; see also Warren

New London, Conn., 105, 287; pork from, 
362

Newmarch, John; note, 436
Newnham, Lieut. Joseph, 299; note, 436
Newport, R.I., 136«, 425, 435, 441
New York City, vii, xviii, xliv, xlv, 47, 66, 

67, 68, 130, 142, 182, 206, 218, 259, 262, 
280, 283, 303, 424, 428, 437; arrival of 
troops from Maryland and Virginia 
(1746) at, 353, 369; possible site for naval 
base, xxvii, 36; smallpox in, 235; specie 
from for Louisbourg, 310-11, 313; see 
also Greenwich Village, Sandy Hook, 
Turtle Bay

New York, xxix, xxxviii, xlii, 6-7, 426, 427, 
433; assistance requested of, 45, 49, 154, 
208tt, 235; and Canada expedition 
(1746), xxxvii, 225, 231, 283, 345; fron 
tiers of, 381, 430, 436, 440; governor of, 
426, 427, 431; guardship proposed for, 
33, 65, 74, 95-6, 141, 144; and 
Louisbourg, 137, 154, 317, 328; and 
parliamentary grant for, xxxiv«2; protec 
tion of, 3, 26, 27, 33, 42, 52, 77, 139, 141, 
144, 154, 157, 170, 263; provisions 
ordered from, 132, 176, 400-1; trade to 
West Indies from, 33-4; see also Albany, 
George Clinton, Long Island, Trade, 
Warren

Nicholls, Richard, 42; note, 437
Noble, Arthur, 92, 430, 439; note, 437
Norris, Admiral Sir John, 24, 26, 46, 67, 88, 

158, 180, 424, 425; advances Warren's 
career, xvii-xviii, 69, 249; death of, 425; 
letters to, 275-7, 347-8; note, 437

Norris, John, Jr., 24, 167, 184, 192, 194, 
213, 217, 249, 294, 368; letter to, 
248-50; note, 437

Norris, Capt. Matthew, letters of, 6-8; note, 
437

Norris, Capt. Richard, 67, 88-9; note, 437
North Carolina, 345
Nova Scotia, xxvi, xxvii, xxxiii, xl, xli, xliv, 

xlv, 133, 202, 382-3, 439, 441; boun 
daries of, 440; defence of, 33, 44, 50, 95, 
99-100, 164-5, 313, 377-82, 387; 
French threat to, 307-8, 314, 317, 318, 
329, 330, 331-2, 333, 334, 338, 382; 
government of, 71, 169, 378, 380, 434; 
harbours of, 370; settlement of, 12, 39, 
224, 377, 378; see also Acadians, An 
napolis Royal, Canso, Fisheries, Halifax

Nova Scotians (see Acadians)

Ogilvy, Alexander, Lord, 35, 41, 42, 44, 52,
65; note, 437 

Oglethorpe, General James, 18, 19, 21, 22,
426; note, 437 

Ordnance, Board of, 4-5, 152, 182, 391,
394, 424, 431 

Ordnance Stores, 76-7, 102, 103, 103«2,
110, HOwl, 114, 121, 122, 124, 130-1,
133, 136, 149, 150, 152, 153, 169, 174,
181, 183, 259

Osborn, Capt. Henry, 215-16; note, 437 
Osborne, John, letters of, 211-12; letters to,

229, 238

Palatine settlers (see Warren)
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Palmer, Eliakim, 401, 404; note, 437
Parliament, 168; Acts of, 46, 87, 261, 261/2, 

279; expenditures of, viii, 389, 401/7; 
proceedings of, 67, 87, 88, 89, 130

Passamaquoddy Harbour, 359
Peagrum, John, 21; note, 437
Pearse, Capt. Vincent, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23; 

note, 437
Pelham, Henry, xxiv, xxxv-xxxvi, 69, 87, 

142, 377, 387, 426, 427; letter to, 164-5; 
note, 437-8

Pelham-Holles, Thomas, Duke of Newcastle, 
xxiv, xxv, xxxi, xxxv-xxxvi, xxxixn4, 
xliv, xlv, 9, 14, 68-9, 78, 79, 92, 131, 
133, 135, 140, 142, 144, 164, 168, 182, 
186, 189, 192, 203, 207, 208, 209, 216, 
223/2, 232/2, 249, 252, 254, 255, 257, 259, 
260, 262, 272, 276, 278, 282, 283, 307, 
309, 311, 347, 353, 369, 372, 377, 387, 
426, 427, 436; letters of, 150-3, 161, 
221-3, 232-3; letters to, 125-6, 174-5, 
194-202, 262-6, 269-71, 277-8, 341-5, 
354-5, 378-82; note, 438

Pennsylvania, 283; and Canada expedition 
(1746), xxxvii, 231, 289, 345, 353; and 
Louisbourg, 154, 208/2, 238; protection 
of, 141, 154, 209; shipbuilding at, 37-8; 
see also Philadelphia

Penrice, Sir Henry, 396
Pepperrell, Sir William, 124, 125, 127, 133, 

134, 150, 152, 153, 167, 173, 174, 183, 
292, 306, 440, 442, 443; baronetcy for, 
151, 165; and Canada expedition (1746), 
354; and Louisbourg siege, xix/2, xx, xxi, 
xxii, 83-4, 89, 91-4, 97-8, 101-7, 
109-10, 114, 431, 442; and Louisbourg 
capitulation, 244-8; letters of, 83-4, 
91-2, 93-4, 98, 101, 104, 106, 110, 114, 
121, 129, 243; letters to, 92-3, 97-8, 101, 
102-3, 104-5, 106-7, 109, 114, 126, 
130-1, 135, 176, 359-60; note, 438; regi 
ment of, 161, 161/2, 214-15, 238, 252-3, 
263, 306, 309, 433, 435, 439; requests 
leave from Louisbourg, 193, 200-1, 
201/21; and shipbuilding, 359-60, 399, 
406; visits London, 405/?2; see also 
Louisbourg, Massachusetts, New 
England, Shirley, Warren

Perier de Salvert, Antoine-Alexis, xx, 166, 
170, 172, 197; with d'Anville's squadron, 
365; note, 438

Perth, Duke of (see James Drummond)
Petit Degrat, C.B., 39, 71
Peyton, Capt. Sir Yelverton, 18, 20, 21; 

note, 438

Philadelphia, 259, 428
Philipps, Col. Richard, xxvii, 126, 153, 164, 

380; note, 438
Phillipson, John, 46, 47, 68; note, 438
Phips, Spencer, 438
Pilots, 38, 107, 107/23, 108, 172, 197, 214, 

226, 227, 231, 232, 258, 285, 287, 289, 
295, 297, 298, 300, 300/1, 301, 302-3, 
307, 311, 314, 321, 322, 338, 365, 366-7, 
386, 433

Pirates, 3, 4, 5, 435
Piscataqua, N.H., 102, 176, 211, 278, 283, 

288, 360
Pitt, William, Earl of Chatham; 

'Americanization' of, xlv; and Canada ex 
pedition (1746), xxxix«4; and 
Louisbourg, xxiv; takes office, xxxvi

Placentia, Nfld., xxxii, xl, xlii, 12, 377, 378, 
379, 381, 382-3, 435

Plunder, xxii, 111, 131
Plymouth, xxxviii, 77, 155, 385, 386, 429
Pope's Harbour, N.S., 83
Port La Joie, Tie St. Jean, 239
Porto Bello, 20, 435
Port Royal (see Annapolis Royal)
Port Royal, S.C., 300
Portsmouth, xxxviii, 130, 142, 184, 287/21, 

315, 317, 388, 402, 426, 427, 428, 441
Portugal, 10, 77, 155, 170, 320, 430; see 

also Lisbon, Trade
Prentice, Robert, 134; note, 438
Pressing, 52, 185, 212, 257, 257/2, 261, 

261w, 262, 279, 301, 433
Prisoners, Acadian, 162, 352, 361; English, 

132, 329/t3, 358, 366/22, 426, 427, 429, 
440; French, 100-1, 104-5, 107, 107/21, 
121, 123, 126, 127, 131-2, 133, 135, 136, 
142, 150, 163, 169, 172, 203-4, 246-7, 
302, 348, 426, 434, 441; New England, 
105-6, 434

Pritchard, Capt. John, 143; note, 438
Privateers, 45-6, 52, 86, 88, 154; French, 

37, 89, 109, 144, 280, 282-3, 284, 426, 
428; of London, 181; from Louisbourg, 
43, 182, 255; New England, 49, 425, 429, 
431, 434, 435, 441; New York, 18, 36, 
40; Spanish, 18, 19, 23, 27, 37, 144, 284, 
296; West Indies, 368

Prizes, 18, 20, 21, 55, 88, 90, 105, 109, 124, 
126, 127, 139, 141, 144, 145-6, 148, 154, 
155, 157, 158-60, 167, 170, 179, 181, 
184, 189, 199, 206, 244-8, 285-6, 289, 
312, 316, 340, 352, 391, 395-9, 430, 434, 
439; French, 37, 362, 440; Spanish, 439; 
see also Warren
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Quebec, xix, xxi, xxiii, xxxv, xxxvi, xxxviwl, 
xxxviii, xl, xli, 38, 39, 65, 104, 225, 227, 
240/2, 255, 258, 264, 287, 289, 307, 308, 
322, 342, 344, 345, 366«2, 389,434,439, 
441; ordnance storekeeper at, 432; siege 
of (1759), 428, 429, 431, 439; see also 
Canada, Indians, Trade

Ramezay, Jean-Baptiste de, 366-7; note, 
438-9

Reggio, Admiral Andres, 402, 440; note, 
439

Rhode Island, xxxvii«3, 186, 208w, 283, 
367, 432, 435, 441, 442; and Canada ex 
pedition (1746), 225, 230, 345; Cape 
Breton inhabitants sent to, 136; guardship 
for, 49, 83, 154, 429, 431; and 
Louisbourg siege, 49, 83, 84, 104, 
105; parliamentary reimbursement of, 
xxxivrtl; shipbuilding in, 37-8, see also 
New England, Newport, Trade

Rhodes, Samuel, 306; note, 439
Richardson, Joseph, orders to, 157-8; note, 

439
Richelieu River, Canada, xxxvi, xxxviii
Robertson, Lieut. Peter, 360; note, 439
Robinson, Sir Thomas, 32, 96; note, 439
Rochefort, xxii, xxxviii, xliii, 133, 163, 170, 

182, 246, 247, 248, 433
Rous, Capt. John, xxxii, 83, 84, 103, 104, 

106, 142, 143, 166, 168, 170, 174, 180, 
210, 329, 361, 366, 394; commands the 
Shirley, 187; note, 439; orders to, 98, 
101-2, 135; Warren's opinion of, 133

Rowley, Admiral Sir William, 88, 89; note, 
439

Roye, de La Rochfoucauld, d'Anville, Jean- 
Baptiste due, xl, 348, 349, 351, 358, 429, 
441; death of, 346, 349, 361, 364, 366; 
note, 439

Rum, 8, 147, 250, 286, 291, 292, 301, 306, 
383, 435

Russell, John, Duke of Bedford, xxiv, xxv, 
xxwtl, xxxvi, xxxvii, xxxix, xxxix«4, 
xlinl, xlv, 47, 67, 130, 142-3, 151«, 158, 
159, 176/j, 192, 193, 194, 206, 278n, 
312«2, 373, 377; letter of, 223-8; letters 
to, 175-6, 215, 323«; note, 439; strategic 
thinking about America, 223-8; view of 
American fighting skills, 224-5, 226; and 
Warren's objections to the Canada ex 
pedition (1746), 226-7

Sable Island, 11, 312, 313, 314, 316, 321, 
351, 352, 353, 358, 366, 368

St. Ann, C.B., 93, 209-10, 438
St. Augustine, Florida, 27; siege of (1740), 

xviii, 13-23, 437
St. Christopher's Island, 98-9, 130, 214; see 

also Leeward Islands
St. Clair, General James, xxxvi, xxxvii, 

xxxviii, xxxix, xxxix«4, 223w, 230-1, 232, 
233, 244, 269, 270, 272, 273, 282/7; 
295ff, 300, 301, 303, 304, 307^, 311, 
315, 319, 355, 377, 387/T; note, 439

St. Dominigue, xliii, 24, 27, 296, 336, 351, 
427, 440

St. Eustatius, Island of, 22, 26
St. George's Bank, 164
St. George's Channel, 296
St. John's, Nfld., vii, 153, 166, 172, 382, 

425; garrison of, 12w2
St. Lawrence River, viii, xix, xxxiv, xxxv, 

xxxvi, xxxviii, xli, 92, 197, 272, 284, 288- 
9, 290, 297, 298-9, 301, 302, 303, 307, 
309-10, 314, 322, 325, 431; charts of, 
190, 305; difficult navigation of, 38, 
224/F, 231, 232, 285; settlements on, 71; 
see also Gulf of St. Lawrence

St. Lucia, xliv, 31-2, 31«
St. Malo, 11, 130nl, 145
St. Margaret's Bay, N.S., 203
St. Peter's, C.B., 306
St. Pierre and Miquelon Islands, xxix; 

fishing bank off, 11
St. Vincent, Island of, 31-2
Salt, 3w, 386
Sandwich, Lord (see Montagu, John)
Sandy Hook, N.Y., 7, 157
Saunders, Capt. Thomas, orders to, 100-1; 

note, 439
Savannah, Georgia, vii, 18
Scatari Point, C.B., 89
Scotland, 409, 410, 426; see also The Forty- 

Five
Scott, Henry, Earl Delorain, 17; note, 440
Scott, Capt. Hugh, 362, 367; and flag of 

truce, 348, 358
Ships, American: Abigail, 426; Bonneta, 

425; Boston Packet, xxiii, 108-9, 313, 
314, 315, 316, 429; Caesar, 431; Charm 
ing Betty, 435; Defence, 89, 108-9, 438; 
Duke of Cumberland, 435; Elizabeth, 
153; Fame, 89, 441; Fishhawk, 437; For 
tune, 326, 337; Hannah, 250; Lusetania, 
430; Massachusetts, xli, 89, 197, 214, 
283, 317, 334, 346, 440, 441; Molineux, 
xxiii, 87«, 89, 440; Neptune, 348, 361; 
Philadelphia, 211, 440; Prince Frederick, 
429; Prince of Orange, 83-4, 89, 92,440;
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Prince of Wales, 435; Queen of Hungary, 
131/12; Resolution, xxiii, 428, 439; 
Revenge, 441; St. Andrew, 105, 106; 
Sally, 98; Tartar, xxiii, 83, 93, 97«1,429; 
Wheel of Fortune, 129, 425; British: 
Adventure, 384, 386; Albany, 258, 262, 
264, 288, 296, 303, 427; taken, 288n2, 
310, 366«2; Aldborough, 253, 320, 327, 
348, 384; America, xxxiii, 406, 430; 
Argyll, 51; Astrea, 23; Bedford, 259, 262; 
Bien Aime, xxi, xxiii, 123, 149, 185, 279, 
288, 306, 329, 430; to Annapolis Royal, 
351, 353, 357, 358; to be condemned, 
353-4, 363, 372, 384, 388; to West Indies, 
286, 302, 322, 354; Boston, xxxiii, 406, 
431; Canterbury, xxi, xxiii, xxxiv, 108-9, 
110, 111, 114, 120, 121, 128, 139, 166, 
170, 173, 178, 184, 189, 219, 233, 244, 
260, 320, 384, 397; Centurion, 34; 
Charles, 143; Chester, xxi, xxiii, xxxiv, 
xxxv, xl, 76, 77, 108-9, 110, 111, 120, 
121, 126, 127, 128, 134, 139, 141, 145, 
170, 178, 187, 188, 208, 210, 220, 258, 
260, 273, 275, 282, 284, 295, 296, 298, 
301, 384, 395, 397; carries Warren to 
England, 369, 372; cleaning, 305, 307, 
309, defends Annapolis Royal, 309, 310, 
313, 317, 320-1, 324, 330, 331, 332, 333, 
341, 350, 353, 364; Clapham, 143; 
Comet, 51, 53-4, 167, 209, 252, 333, 
351, 352, 384, 440; Concord, ordnance 
storeship, 259, 262; Dealcastle, 51; 
Defiance, 144; Devonshire, xxxvi, 384, 
385, 386; Diamond, 20; Dover, xxxiv, 
181, 214, 219, 259, 263, 264, 278, 287, 
303, 306, 310, 320, 353, 427; Drake, 6; 
Dreadnought, 65; Duke, 94; Duke 
(privateer), 181; Edinburgh, xxxvi; 
Eltham, xxi, xxiii, 89, 108-9, 111, 120, 
123, 132, 133, 144, 149, 170, 182; Ex 
eter, xxxvi; Falkland, xvii, xxxiii«5, 360, 
360/i; Fame, 304; Flamborough, 20, 23; 
Folkestone, 384; Fowey, 209, 259, 263, 
280, 283, 304, 305, 353, 368, 384; 
Gloucester, 384, 3S6',Gosport, 30; Grafton, 
xvii, xvii/28; Hampshire, 320; Hare, 144; 
Hastings, xxxvi, 32, 42, 45, 56, 61, 65; 
Hawk, 18; Hector, xxi, xxiii, 75, 77, 
108-9, 111, 120, 123, 132, 133, 139, 140, 
145, 154, 155, 157, 170, 187, 189; 
Hinchinbroke, xxxv, 269, 273, 276, 282, 
305, 306, 314, 319, 361, 441; carried 
specie to Louisbourg, 310, 313, 331, 346; 
chased, 330; cleaning, 307, 310, 320, 333, 
362-3; to Annapolis Roval, 327, 338; to

Chebucto (Halifax), 315, 327; Hind, 47, 
56, 61, 63, 64, 99, 100, 165, 288, 288/rt, 
293, 303, 308, 326, 331, 333, 334, 337, 
353, 360, 384; cleaning, 296, 298, 320, 
330, 346, 362-3; foundered, 439; Hound, 
148; Ipswich, 64, 259, 262; Kingston, 
xxiv, 259, 262, 320; Kinsale, xxxiv, xxxv, 
180, 181, 184, 205, 206, 210, 214, 215, 
219, 258, 259, 262, 264, 278, 302, 304, 
308, 312, 320, 431; Lark, xxi, xxii, xxiii, 
76, 77, 108-9, 114, 120, 121, 123, 132, 
140, 147, 153, 157, 166, 170, 189; 
Launceston, xix, xxii, xxiii, 33, 45, 53, 56, 
61, 62, 63, 77, 78, 87, 92, 93, 108-9, 111, 
120, 131, 132, 133, 143, 150, 164, 171, 
182, 247, 251, 252, 285, 399, 426; Len- 
nox, 94, 148; Leopard, xviii; Lion, 426; 
Louisbourg fireship, xxiii/j4, 173, 195, 
285, 428; purchase of, 179; Lynn, 51, 53, 
54; Maids tone's Prize, 288«1; Margaret 
and Ann, 259; Mary Ann, 18 6/1; Mary 
Galley, 259; Mercury, 54-5, 56, 60, 100; 
Mermaid, xix, 45, 51, 52, 54, 56, 6\ff, 78, 
89, 108-9, 111, 120, 132, 134, 139, 141, 
155, 157, 170, 178, 369, 372, 397, 399; 
Montagu, ordnance tender, 427; Neptune, 
259; Norfolk Palarcha, 179; Norwich, 
xxxiv, 219, 260, 302, 303, 320, 384, 386; 
Onslow, 259; Ordnance Packet, 230, 258, 
306; Otter, 51; Panther, 384, 386; 
Pembroke, xxxiv, 148, 259, 262, 300, 
302, 320, 384; Pembroke's Prize, 305; 
Phoenix, 18, 19; Poole, xxxvi; Portland, 
33, 36; Port Mahon, 43/i; Prince 
Frederick, 181; Princessa, xxxvi, 259, 
262; Princess Mary, xxi, xxiii, 75, 76, 77, 
105, 108-9, 111, 120jfT, 132, 139, 140, 
147, 154, 155, 166, 170, 173, 178, 184, 
189, 397, 434; Rose, 6; Rousby, loss, 205, 
210; Ruby, xxxvi, 259, 262, 266; Rye, xvii, 
301, 313, 320, 327, 338; Salisbury, 431; 
Sapphire, xxxvi; Scarborough, 3, 143, 
390; Severn, 56; Shirley, xxxiv, 133, 170, 
178, 185, 264, 303, 309, 384, 439; 
cleaning, 187, 209, 262; damaged, 329/1, 
331, 331w2, 333, 361, 365, 394; defends 
Annapolis Royal, 318, 321, 331, 332, 
333, 353, 365, 366/11; purchase of, 179, 
187, 354; Shoreham, 434; Shrewsbury, 
29; Solebay, xviii; Spence, 16, 19; Spy, 
299; Squirrel, xviii, 8, 13, 16, 19, 39, 143; 
Suffolk, 65; Sunderland, xxi, xxiii, 76, 77, 
108-9, 110, 111, 114, 119j7; 128, 145, 
166, 170, 173, 178, 184, 189, 217, 395, 
397; Superbe, xix, xxiii, xxxvi, 56^, 77,
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78, 98, 100, 108-9, 111, 120, 132, 139, 
142, \44ff, 166, 170, 173, 178, 184, 189, 
251, 260, 263, 275, 280, 399; Swallow, 
299; Tartar, 13, 15, 17, 19, 32, 299; 
Tilbury, xxxvi, 215; Torrington, xxxiv, 
214, 219, 237, 259, 263, 278, 320, 340, 
346; Victory, 29; Vigilant, xxi, xxiii, 
xxxiv, 97, 97w3, 103, 107nl, 108-9, 111, 
114, 120, 122, 124, 132, 136, 137, 148, 
150, 154, 157, 166, 167, 170, 171, 178, 
188, 190, 247, 302, 304, 320, 346, 398, 
433; masts for, 203, 205; winters at 
Louisbourg (1745-6), 187, 195, 208; 
Wager, xxiii, 77, 133, 134, 139, 141, 
144/7; 154, 155, 170, 176, 178, 185, 262, 
332, 367; cleaning, 187, 209, 261; 
Warwick, 384; Weymouth, 45, 51,53, 77, 
100; loss of, 54, 55, 56, 57, 6Qff, 99, 260, 
263, 426; Woolwich, 53; French: I'Aigle, 
182, 246, 247, 248; I'Alcide, 351«; 
I'Alcyon, xliii; I'Ardent, 35 \n\ 
I'Argonaute, 163; I'Aurore, 366w2; 
Bellone, 428; Boree, 351/r, Castor, 
366^2; Caribou, 35 \n\ Charmante, xxiii, 
139, 173, 184, 217, 397; Comte de Cler- 
mont, 130nl; Dauphin Royal, 441; 
Diamant, 351«; Elizabeth, 426; 
Emeraude, xliii; Favorie, 139; Fleuron, 
433; Galatee, 163; Gironde, xliii; Gloire, 
434; Heron, xxiii, xxiv/il, 141, 173, 184, 
217, 397; Invincible, 182, 351, 352; 
Judith, 312; Leopard, 35\n; Malouin, 
140; Marie de Grace, 87w; Mars, 163, 
182, 35 In, 438; Megere, 35 In-, Mutine, 
35 IH; Northumberland, xliii, 351«; Notre 
Dame de la Deliverance, ixw4, xxiv, 
xxiv«2, 145, 213, 244, 395, 397, 398; Par- 
faite, 163; Prince de Conti, 130«1; 
Renommee, xx, 83, 84, 163, 182, 35 In, 
440; St. Dominique, 182, 246, 247, 248; 
St. Franc, ois Xavier, xxiii, xxiii«4, 179; 
St. Michel, 163, 182; Soleil Royal, 182; 
Terrible, 351, 352, 357, 441; Tigre, 351«; 
Triton, 141; Spanish: Ascension, 432; 
Galga, 209, 209«1, 296, 296/r, San Jose 
de los Animos, 441 

Shipton, Samuel, 362; note, 440 
Shirley, William, viii, xx«l, xxxvii, 40, 124, 

127, 136, 137, 140, 145, 148, 153, 154, 
157, 161, 170, 174-5, 186, 193, 194, 211, 
261, 300rt, 304, 308, 353, 358, 399n, 425; 
allies of, 424, 426, 443; and Annapolis 
Royal, 43, 101, 102, 164, 303, 3Q6,308ff, 
314, 317^, 329, 331, 333, 334, 350, 372; 
and Canada expedition (1746), xxxvii-

xxxviii, 226, 230-1, 269, 270, 272-6, 
281-90, 293-9, 302, 306, 309, 315, 320, 
322, 325, 331, 341-5, 352, 369, 388, 
440; criticism of Warren, 164-5; desires 
colonelcy of 40th Foot, 164, 379; letters 
of, 48-50, 78-9, 164-5, 214-15, 284-5, 
286, 288-90, 308-10, 313-15, 316-18, 
318-19, 333-4, 337-8, 341-5, 349-51, 
354-5, 369; letters to, 90-1, 203-4, 211, 
228, 234, 295, 312-13, 326-8, 348-9, 
360-1, 364-7, 388-90; and Louisbourg, 
48-50, 54, 54rt2, 56, 57, 62, 69-70, 89, 
90-1, 92, 99-100, 101, 106, 161, 164-5, 
183, 198, 207, 222; note, 440; regiment 
of, 161, 161«, 164, 214-15, 238, 252-3, 
266, 309; see also Warren

Sick, Indians (Micmac), 365; English sea 
men, 120, 124, 135, 146, 150; French 
seamen and soldiers, 170, 313, 346, 361, 
363, 364/T; New Englanders, 135, 176, 
187, \Z9ff, 194, 207, 208, 211, 214, 215, 
221, 257, 265, 400; provisions for, 203^ 
214

Signals (naval), 50, 86, 96-7, 109, 113-14, 
119, 129, 145, 173, 219

Silver, price of, 401-2
Six Nations Indians (see Indians)
Slaves, of South Carolina, 14, 15, 18, 20
Smethurst, Joseph, 83, 92, 93, 104; note, 

440
Snelling, Jonathan, 104, 105; note, 440
South Carolina, xviii, 23, 24, 27, 196, 400, 

424; and Canada, 345; council of, 13, 17; 
defence of, 6ff, 9-10, 13-23, 170, 253, 
280, 283, 299, 362, 381, 430, 431; gover 
nor of, 32, 163, 426, 430; rice ship from, 
105, 163, 439; see also Charleston, 
Slaves, Trade

South Sea Company, xviii, 15, 426, 432
Spain, vii, xviii, xxviii, xxxiii, xlii, 3n, 10; war 

with, 9, 17; see also Trade
Spanish River, C.B., 343, 345
Sparhawk, Nathaniel, xxxii, 204, 211, 238, 

285; letters to, 203, 218-19, 229-30, 
240, 242; note, 440

Spithead, 220, 373
Spry, Capt. Richard, 54, 167, 172, 209, 296, 

301, 304, 309, 320, 327, 329*3, 339, 346, 
359, 361, 365, 366, 368; letters to, 280, 
318, 329-30, 356, 362-3; note, 440; 
recommended by Warren, 172

Squadron, d'Anville's, xxvi, xxix, xxxviii, 
xxxix-xli, 288-9, 288wl, 209, 304, 312- 
13, 314, 316-17, 318)7, 323, 326, 327, 
329/7; 334/T, 338/r, 346, 349, 351, 352,
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356-7, 358, 364-6, 366*1; returns to 
France, 359, 361, 363, 372; Brest, 76, 
288, 296, 304, 317, 320, 323, 349, 387, 
390; East Indies, 425, 435; French West 
Indies, 24, 55, 64, 65, 78-9, 94-5, 104, 
122, 296, 333-4, 357, 358, 428; Jamaica, 
89; Leeward Islands, xviii, 30-2, 51$ 65, 
96,99-100,299,434,437; Mediterranean, 
67, 149, 427, 435, 437; North American, 
vii, xix, xxiii, xxxiv, xxxvi-xxxvii, xlv, 
44-6, 56, 83-7, 89-115, thereafter 
passim-, Toulon, 163, 169-70, 351; 
Western, viii, xliii-xliv, 95, 434

Stinson, John, 211-12, 214, 229; note, 440
Stockbridge, Conn., Indian school at, 408, 

410, 411
Stoddard, John, 342*, 443; note, 440
Sugar, 296
Swan, George Cornelius, 285, 391, 394; 

note, 440

Tadoussac, Canada, 343
Tafanel de La Jonquiere, Marquis, xl, xlii, 

364; note, 440-1
Tattum, William, 250, 316, 398, 400; note, 

441
Taylor, Capt. Polycarpus, 304, 305, 353, 

368; note, 441
Thomas, George, 155; note, 441
Thomlinson, John, 282; note, 441
Thompson, Thomas, orders to, 83, 87, 97, 

98, 136; note, 441
Tiddeman, Capt. Richard, 107, 108, 115, 

120, 213; note, 441; orders to, 103
Torres y Morales, Admiral Rodrigo, 24; 

note, 441
Tortuga, Island of Salt, 3-4, 27, 30
Toulon, Battle off (1744), xxiv, 427, 434, 

435, 437, 441
Townley, Lieut. Edmund, 306, 326, 361; 

note, 441; orders to, 315
Townsend, Chauncey, 394
Townsend, Admiral Isaac, xxxiv, xxxv, xxxvi, 

xl, 148, 149, 169, 183, 216, 220, 222, 
231, 234, 236, 255, 259, 260/7; 269, 272, 
279-80, 282, 284/7; 301, 306, 313, 318, 
319, 322, 325, 329, 331, 333, 338/7; 349, 
351, 35 Iw, 352, 353, 358, 437; letters of, 
238, 278-9, 288, 295, 302-4, 312-13, 
326-8, 348-9, 360-1; letters to, 240-2, 
284-5, 286-7, 288-9, 296-7, 298-9, 
300-1, 304-5, 306-10, 313-15, 316-18, 
318-19, 333-4, 337-8, 362; note, 441; 
Warren's opinion of, 367; see also 
Knowles

Townshend, Capt. George, 13, 15, 17, 21, 
22; note, 441

Trade, American, 51-2, 77, 95, 99-100, 
141, 144, 147, 151, 154, 157, 172, 195, 
255, 256, 280, 281, 282, 291, 303, 307-8, 
379; Canadian (with Quebec), xliii, 90, 
104, 122, 128, 134, 139, 202, 209, 223, 
241, 272, 284, 287/7; 297/, 298*2, 300, 
308, 312, 320; clandestine, 6, 429; con 
traband, 65; East Indies, 251; embargo 
on at Louisbourg (1746), 348; English, 
xliv, 368; French, 37, 41, 44-5, 65, 76, 
145-6, 147, 167, 182, 199, 233-4; 
Italian, 158; neutral, 65; New England, 3, 
76, 96, 186, 301, 314-15, 348, 443; New 
foundland, 155, 157, 166, 170, 201, 242, 
303, 307, 320, 385, 386, 442; Portuguese, 
166; of South Carolina, 29, 299-300, 
362; Spanish, 9, 443; of Virginia, 77, 96, 
163, 303, 348; West Indies, 3-4, 26-8, 
33-4, 51-2, 96, 147, 172, 209, 296, 391

Trade and Plantations, Board of, 392, 392*, 
425

Treasury, 182, 401
Trinity House, Elder Brothers of, 425, 429, 

436, 439, 441
Tubieres, Charles de, chevalier de Caylus, 

441
Turtle Bay, N.Y., 213, 434
Tyng, Edward, xxxii, 90, 101, 104, 162, 

214; note, 441; Warren recommends, 197
Tyrrell, Capt. Richard, 8, 47, 52, 55, 130, 

251-2; letter to, 285-6; note, 441-2; 
Warren's opinion of, 252, 336

Utrecht, Peace Treaty of (1713), 3*, 381 
Utting, Capt. Ashby, 253, 299; note, 442

Vera Cruz, xviii, 27, 37, 432
Vernon, Admiral Edward, viii, xvii*8, xviii, 

20, 23, 24, 25, 87, 88, 368, 432, 436
Victualling Board, 4, 206, 398, 400
Virginia, 6-7, 18, 23, 26, 27, 35, 39/7; 44, 

50, 51, 73, 77, 95-6, 139, 141, 147, 187, 
208*, 430; and Canada, xxviii, 289, 345, 
353; defence of, 154, 155, 163, 170, 209, 
259, 263, 280, 282-3, 304, 353, 367, 381, 
438; Gibraltar reinforcements winter in, 
214, 221, 259, 262; and Louisbourg, 176; 
see also Trade

Wager, Admiral Sir Charles, xviii, 26; note 
442
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Waldo, Samuel, xxxii, 256, 369, 430, 437; 
note, 442; orders to, 202-3, 204; 
Warren's opinion of, 196, 355

Walker, Rear-Admiral Sir Hovendon, viii, 
xxi, 73

Wanton, Gideon, 208w, letter to, 137; note, 
442

War, Economic Impact of, xxxii-xxxiv, xliv, 
xlv, 38, 44, 50, 65, 71-3, 132, 147; see 
also Fisheries, Fur Trade, Naval Stores, 
Trade

Warburton, Hugh, 272, 301, 305, 340; note, 
442

Warren, Catherine, xvii, 442
Warren, Michael, xvii, 442
Warren, Lieut. Oliver, xvii; note, 442
Warren, Vice-Admiral Sir Peter, and 

Acadians, xxix, xxxiv, 122, 133, 169, 175, 
198, 200, 308-9, 314, 318, 319, 320, 333, 
340; aging, 249; ambition of, 52, 61, 
69-70, 254, 325-6, 336; American 
strategy of, viii-ix, xxvi, 26-8, 32, 33, 
38-9, 70-5, 202, 324-5, 335-6, 342-3, 
378-82; and American armed vessels, vii, 
xix-xx, xxiii, 33/7, 45, 52, 74, 83, 85-7, 
89-93, 96-7, 98, 100-2, 104-5, 108-9, 
127, 135-7, 140-1, 153, 157-8, 154, 
182; and American officers, 243, 252-3, 
256, 256fl, 264, 378; ancestry of, xvii, 
and Anson, 68-75, 127-8, 142, 143, 184, 
206-7, 213, 217, 249, 349, 424; anxieties 
of, xx, xxxv, 340, 341; and Apthorp, 424; 
baronetcy suggested for, 167; and 
Bastide, 424; and Board of Trade and 
Plantations, 392w; and Boston, xxx, 
xxxiv-xxxv, xxxvii-xxxviii, xl-xli, 51,249, 
260, 264, 269, 270, 272, 273, 275, 276; 
and Cabinet Council, 377, 387; and 
Canada, ix, xxvi, xxx, xxxi, xxxv, xxxvii- 
xxxviii, xli, xlv, 121-2, 128, 168, 178, 
179, 196-7, 202, 226-7, 230-2, 251, 
252, 255, 258, 264, 272-6, 281-90, 
294-5, 300-45, 347, 352, 354-5, 377, 
389; and Canso, 12, 62, 379; and Cape 
Breton, xxv, 142, 161, 165, 177, 178, 182, 
184, 186, 243, 249, commission as gover 
nor of, 180, 259, 262, 264; resigns as 
governor of, 167, 173, 175-6, 195, 199, 
206, 215, 222, 250, 254, 255, 269, 273, 
274, 286; and Cape Ortegal (May 1747) 
battle, viii, xlii, xliii, 390, 392; and his 
captains, 147, 183, 184; and Cartagena 
siege (1741), viii, 24; children of, 442; 
and Clinton, ix, xxv-xxvi, 29, 62-3, 65, 
91/21, 126, 156-7, 175, 236-7, 249, 254,

277, 278, 294, 311, 336; and colonial 
legislatures, 62, 255, 283, 335-6, 344, 
347, 353; and colonial taxation, 335, 344; 
congratulations, 142, 143, 148, 243, 264, 
390, 392, 393, 394-5; death of, xvii/il, 
xlv; debtors of, 425, 432, 435; and Oliver 
DeLancey, 30, 428; sense of duty, 63-4, 
193, 276; economic views, 72-3; elo 
quence of, xxii, 86, 256w; and 'flying 
squadron', 52, 207, 387, 390; fortune of, 
29, 42, 68, 156, 165, 167, 174, 249, 277, 
305; friends of, 21, 26, 46, 68, 142, 178, 
193, 194, 220, 237, 249, 250, 254, 277, 
286, 297, 299, 301, 305, 340, 363, 367, 
368, 395; gifts from Barbados, 88, 143; 
and Halifax (Chebucto), 12, 379, 380; 
and Hampshire estate, xliv-xlv, 426; and 
Hawke, xliii; health of, xxxv, 69, 125, 
133, 146, 167, 173, 183, 189, 190, 192, 
194, 197, 202, 206, 211, 215, 220/7*, 235, 
249, 25 Iff, 260, 263, 265, 271, 274/7*, 
280, 281, 286, 297, 322, 325, 335, 347, 
372; impatience of, xxi; and Indians 
(policy in general), xxx, 72, 106, 137, 
140, 178, 241-2, 321-2, 324^5, 326, 
340, 345, 378, 381-2; (Micmacs), xxix- 
xxx, 70, 98, 123, 190, 201, 380; 
(Mohawks), 178-9, 336; Indian 
education, xxx, 407-11; investments of, 
24, 66-7, 213, 217, 249-50, 293-4, 442; 
and Jacobites, 294/7* and Knowles, 30-2, 
56-64, 98-100, 168, 248, 250, 260, 
263-4, 275, 286, 292-3, 301, 305, 316, 
367, 384; and Leeward Islands, 32-3, 
51-2, 96, 99-100, 148; and Louisbourg 
accounts, 385; and Louisbourg 
capitulation, 121, 134/Ti 179, 182, 241, 
244-8, 262; and Louisbourg's impor 
tance, 137, 146, 168, 199, 254/7*, 281, 
316, 340, 347, 377, 378; and 
Louisbourg siege, xix, 49-50, 54/7*, 62, 
69-75, 83-115, 120-5, 127-8; siege 
plans, 85-6, 93-4, 97-8, 107-9, 111-14, 
115; and Louisbourg squadron, xxiii, 
xxxiv, xli, xliii, 122-3, 128, 129, 131-4, 
139-40, 141, 144, 145-7, 157, 163, 170, 
172, 187, 209, 222, 240-2, 243, 259/7*, 
282, 299, 378, 381, 396-7; issues 'own 
notes' to pay for goods and services at 
Louisbourg, 138, 146, 400; marriage of, 
viii, 68, 442; and merchants, 52; naval of 
ficers as colonial governors, 74-5, 190, 
202, 255, 305-6, 345-6, 367; and New 
England, xxi, xxvii, xxviii, xxix, xxx-xxxiv, 
3-6, 47, 48, 72, 74, 85-6, 102, 111, 124,
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125, 126, 128, 134, 171, 174, 185, 187-8, 
191, \91ff, 197, 243, 256-7, 264, 265, 
281, 383-4, 39 UT, 401-11; and New 
Jersey politics, xxv, 68-9, 126, 142, 156, 
175, 249, 253, 277-8, 279, 294, 298, 
341; and New York politics, ix, xxv-xxvi, 
28, 29, 69, 126, 142, 156-7, 156«, 168, 
175, 178, 236-7, 249, 254, 277-8, 279, 
294, 297-8, 393-4; and northern 
colonies, viii, 390; and North American 
squadron, 26-8; 44^-6, 56, 60, 63, 73^, 
76-7, 83jf7; 202, 343-5, 367; note, 442; 
and Nova Scotia, 70-1, passim, 378-82; 
and Order of Bath (1747), xliii; and 
Palatine settlers for Nova Scotia, xxviii, 
72, 358, 378, 380; in Parliament, xlv, 
368; and peace terms, 340; and 
Pepperrell, xixw3, xx, xxi, xxii-xxiii, 
xxiiifl2, xjuti-xxxii, 83-4, 91-4, 97-8, 
101-7, 109-10, 114, 125, 130-1, 130*3, 
133, 135, 137, 139, 140, \46ff, 153, 168, 
175, 181, 186, 193, 200, 203-4, 208, 209, 
222, 235, 242, 253, 255, 257, 258, 264, 
265, 269, 281*4, 405; opinion of 
Pepperrell, 124, 134, 200-1; pride of, 
30-2; philanthropy of, 405; and prize 
money, ix, xviii, xix, xix/il, xxi, xxiii-xxiv, 
xxiv*4-5, xxv* 1-2, xliii, xliv, 18, 24-5, 
67-8, 85, 143-4, 145, 154, 155, 157, 
158-60, 167, 171, 174, 181, 192, 201, 
201*2, 206, 213, 217, 244, 250, 250*2, 
251-2, 285-6, 294, 305, 316, 333, 367, 
368, 395-9; promotions of, xvii, xxv, 
xxv*l, 45, 52, 69, 88, 126, 142-3, 151, 
165, 173, 174, 177, 178, 312, 325, 341, 
347,367, 368,372,373; reputation of, viii, 
xviii, xxiv, xliii, 47, 51, 62, 274-5, 373, 
390; returns to England (1746), 77, 303, 
304-5, 307, 313-14, 323*; Rhode Island 
visit, 367; and seamen, 75; and ship 
building in America, xxxiii, 23, 28-9, 
37-8, 65, 191, 219-20, 250, 260, 269, 
275, 280, 283, 312, 323, 328, 359-60, 
370, 388, 399; and Shirley, xix, xxvii, 
xxviii, xxxii, xxxviii, xli, 48—50, 54, 55-6, 
62, 78-9, 90-1, 101, 103, 157, 163, 
164-5, 181, 186, 190, 191, 193, 196-7, 
200, 265, 315, 320, 336, 356-7, 370; and 
the Canada expedition (relations with 
Shirley), 269, 270, 272-6, 281-90, 
293-9, 302, 306, 309, 325, 331, 335, 
341-5, 352, 377; Shirley recommended, 
140, 174, 196, 201-2, 378, 379; and siege 
of St. Augustine (1740), xviii, 13-24; and 
South Carolina, 7, 8, I3ff\ Spanish ship

ping to be attacked by (1739), 9-10, 13, 
15; suggests New York as careening 
place, 32; and trading privately, ix, 5, 8, 
30, 130, 250-1; Vernon's opinion of, 
xviii; Vernon's orders to, 23, 24*1, 25; 
views of sheathing and cleaning ships, 
50-1; and Western squadron, viii, 349; 
see also Acadians, Annapolis Royal, An- 
son, the Bakers, Cape Breton, Crown 
Point, Knowles, Louisbourg, Pepperrell, 
Shirley, Squadron

Warren, Susannah, 25, 26, 35, 68, 126, 143, 
155, 157, 160, 164, 167, 178, 184, 194, 
207, 233, 249, 250, 251, 277, 279, 280, 
286, 287, 311, 316, 337, 340, 347; goes 
to England, 390, 394; goes to New York, 
306, 347-8, 355, 356, 367; health of, 
306, 311; note, 442-3

Watson, Capt. Charles, 331*2
Watts, John, 233, 244; note, 443
Weather, in America, 26; at Boston, 8, 368, 

384; of Canada, 244; at Charleston, 7,20; 
at Havana, 15; off Ireland, 182; off Nova 
Scotia, 234, 346; off St. Augustine, 19, 
22; unseasonable, 9; see also Louisbourg

Wendell, Jacob, 178, 289; note, 443
Wentworth, Benning, 215, 285, 424; letters 

to, 228-9, 349-51; note, 443
West Indies, xviii, xxvi, xxviii, 3-4, 26—7, 

28, 31-2, 50-2, 55jfF, 124, 147, 149, 169, 
209, 321, 326, 332, 338, 339, 354, 360*, 
364, 367, 368, 372, 429, 431; French 
islands, xliii, 11, 65, 202, 223; see also An 
tigua, Barbados, Dominica, Guadeloupe, 
Jamaica, Leeward Islands, Martinique, 
Montserrat, St. Dominigue, St. Eustatius, 
St. Vincent, Squadron, Tortuga, Trade, 
Windward Islands

Whaling, 9
Whitney, Boleyn, 68, 160, 213, 244, 294
Wickham, Capt. John, 77, 115, 120, 166, 

172; orders to, 153^, 155-6, 386; note, 
443

Willard, Josiah, letters of, 185-6, 392-3, 
409-11; letters to, 394-5, 401-6; 407-9, 
411; note, 443

Winchilsea (see Finch)
Windham, Capt. Charles, 6; note, 443
Windward Islands, 354
Wine, 87*1, 102, 126, 352; claret, 8, 144; 

Madeira, 3, 163, 250, 340
Winslow, William, 257; note, 443

Young Pretender (see The Forty-Five)
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