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INTRODUCTORY NOTES 

1. Sir Edward Pellew had been cruising off Ferrol 
on the watch for five French men-of-war that were 
sheltering and refitting in Corunna harbour, but was 
recalled to London to support the Admiralty in the 
House of Commons during Pitt's attack on St. Vincent's 
administration. The debate took place on 15th March, 
1804. Pellew's speech had apparently considerable effect 
and assisted in saving the Government from defeat. On 
27th March he returned to his station, but on 23rd April 
a large number of promotions were somewhat unex-
pectedly made by the Admiralty just prior to St. Vincent 
quitting office, and Pellew, who became a Rear Admiral 
of the White, was recalled to be made C. in C. of the 
East Indies Station. Cochrane, who was also promoted 
on that occasion, was ordered to take over the command 
and on the gth May Pellew quitted the station. This 
letter, written before Nelson was aware of the facts, 
evidently arrived at Ferrol after Pellew had left, and no 
doubt Cochrane opened it, and made a copy before he 
sent on the original. 

Clarke and McArthur made a short extract from the 
last paragraph of this interesting letter (giving it the 
appearance of a complete short one) in Vol. II of their 
Life of Admiral Lord Nelson, but Nicolas was evidently 
unable to find a copy and had to content himself with 
quoting from that source. Presumably the original has 
disappeared and it is fortunate this copy has survived. 

2 and 3. Holograph. It will be observed that after 
nearly three months Nelson had no details of the various 
promotions, though he evidently was aware of these 
directly affecting him. He had to rely upon French 
newspapers for information on English political affairs, 
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and his letters throughout the year are filled with com-
plaints that he is not properly supplied with information 
from home. 

4. This is the original. Presumably it had been sent 
on from the Mediterranean to the West Indies, but 
arriving after Nelson had left was handed over to 
Cochrane, who finding that it had been made obsolete 
by events did not trouble to send it further. 

Cochrane had left Ferrol in February 1805 in pursuit 
of Missiessy and was told by the Admiralty to remain in 
the West Indies as C. in C. of the Leeward Islands Station. 
The best account of the whole of those operations is of 
course The Campaign of Trafalgar of Sir Julian Corbett. 
He briefly mentions the purport of this order on p. 114. 

5, 6, 7. Holograph. 
8. Autographs of Nelson and Scott. 
9. Copy. 
10. Apparently a memorandum of a conversation 

with Nelson while the fleet was at anchor in the evening 
of 8th June. Cochrane was wrong in supposing that 
Villeneuve left Martinique on 28th May ; he did not leave 
till 5th June and then made for Barbuda. His forecast 
that the enemy would make for Ferrol was correct. 

11, 12. Holograph. 
13. Autograph. In a letter to Admiralty dated 

19th April (Nicolas, VI, 412) Nelson says that Chrétien 
and Desirée had been captured in the Ambuscade in 1803 
and were serving with him, but he had ordered their 
discharge. Evidently no opportunity had occurred to 
send them to England as he had intended, or he altered 
his mind when he foresaw that he could take them back 
to the West Indies himself. 

14. Holograph. Cochrane was now parting company 
and returning to Barbados. The Ramillies and Illus-
trious, sent by Collingwood to reinforce Nelson, arrived 
about a month after this letter was written, and were 
sent by Cochrane direct to the Channel. See Campaign 
of Trafalgar, p. 171. 

W. G. P. 
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LETTERS OF LORD NELSON 1804-1805 

1. NELSON TO SIR EDWARD PELLEW 

Victory, ist May, 1804. 

My dear Sir Edward,--I feel more than merely 
obliged by your kind and obliging letter of 
April loth which, notwithstanding it has been afloat 
in the Med.. 6 Days, conveys to us very late news. 
I wish our Government in their important com-
munications with me would direct their dispatches 
to Mr. Frere 1  at Madrid, and direct him to 
forward them by a confidential person to Barcelona 
where almost every week I send a frigate for 
information, then such a distressing circumstance 
as has happened to the Swift cutter 2  could not 
take place. Bonaparte read all the public dis-
patches on April 16th. I wish they had choaked 
him. I wish I was sure that our letters are not 
read by the Way, however, what I am going to 
say cannot do much harm. The French have 
1400o men ready for Embarkation at Toulon and 
as many more in the heel of Italy they only 
want more Ships and my information leads me to 
suppose that certainly the Ferrol Squadron is 
destined for the Mediterranean—and also the 
Brest fleet—either before or after they may have 
thrown their Corps of Troops on Shore in Ireland. 

1 John Hookham Frere, the British Minister. 
2  A hired cutter, commanded by Lieut. W. T. Martin 

Leake ; captured by a French privateer on 5th April, Lieut. 
Leake being killed. Nelson was annoyed at the loss of letters 
and of a portrait of Lady Hamilton, vide Nicolas, V. 503 ; 
VI. 5, 36. 
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Egypt and the Morea are supposed to be their 
great object after their English and Irish Schemes. 
Our force here is not equal to such a force united 
to the Toulon Fleet which is ten Sail of the Line 
seven of which are full manned. 

New 
8o Bucentaur—Vice Adml• La 

Touche Treville 
8o Formidable Rear Admi. 

Le Lerique 	 7 Sail of the 
8o Indomptable fitting inner 	line and 7 

road. 	 Frigates in 
8o Neptune New 	 the outer 
74 Scipion 	 road. 
74 Hannibal 
74 Swiftsure 
74 Berwick inner road. 
74 Mont Blanc 
74 Intrepid inner road 

74 Atlas in the Arsenal (formerly 
iSpanish. 

Seven Frigates. 

Our ships' hulls many of them are but in a 
very indifferent state, however we can keep nine 
Sail of the Line at Sea. I do not chuse to say 
more upon this subject, but this I may pride 
myself upon, that no man ever commanded a fleet 
better manned, more healthy, or ever greater 
unanimity prevailed, than the one I have the 
honour of Commanding. I believe the Russian 
fleet from the Black Sea is by this time in the 
Mediterranean,' their object I can only guess at 

' Nelson's experience in 1798-9 led him to dislike any 
idea of co-operating with the Russian fleet, and he believed 
that they were only acting with an eye to the ultimate con-
quest of the Morea and Constantinople (Nicolas, V. 462 ; VI. 
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for I have not a word of information or a scrap 
of a pen 1  from England since the end of January. 

I am truly sensible of the honor you do me 
in expressing a wish to serve under me, but 2you 
have always my dear Sir Edward proved yourself 
so equal to command a fleet that it would be a sin 
to place you in any other situation, and my 
services are very nearly at an end for in addition 
to other infirmities I am nearly blind however 
I hope to fight one more Battle 2  and then unless 
my health and sight mends, which is not very 
likely, I expect perhaps to lay down the cudgels 
and console myself with the Idea that there are so 
many more able Officers than ever I would pretend 
to be ready to take them up. Captains Murray 
and Keats are very well and desire their regards 
and if Louis, Geo. Martin or Sutton are with you 
remember me kindly to them or any other of my 
old Friends and believe me ever my dear Sir 
Edward your much obliged friend and Servant 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 
Sir Edwd. Pellew, Bart. 

2. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory, 14th July, 18o 4. 

My dear Sir,---I have an opportunity of sending 
to Barcelona and will not omit the opportunity of 

99, 105, 107, 131, 225, 265) . For the Russian operations in 
the Mediterranean in 1804, see Professor Holland Rose's 
chapter, " The Contest with Napoleon," in Camb. Hist. of 
Brit. Foreign Policy, Vol. I, and The Third Coalition against 
France (R. Hist. Soc. Camden Series VII) . 

1  This expression occurs frequently in Nelson's letters from 
May to August, 1804. 

2-2 This was extracted and printed by Clarke and McArthur 
(vol. ii. p. 362) . 

III. 	 N 
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thanking you for your kind letter of June 3 which 
I received about a week ago. I have not had 
a scrap of a pen from England since the Leviathan 
who sailed April gth. I believe we are forgot in 
the changes of administration 1  and had it not 
been for the french papers we should have been 
in total ignorance of what has been passing in 
England. The french masted their eleventh ship 
of the line on the 7th, and as Adl• Ganthome 2  has 
hoisted his flag at Brest it is an additional proof 
to my mind that the Mediterranean is to be the 
scene of action if he can escape Cornwallis. I hope 
they will try soon, for my constitution requires 
and must have some months repose. 

I have not a small ship to send a letter, but the 
New Admiralty 3  I hope will think seriously of 
our wants. I could say much but I will not more 
than to assure you that I am with great respect 
and esteem My Dear Sir your most obliged and 
faithful Servt• 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 

Admiral Murray desires his compts; We have 
received no accounts of the promotion. 4  Remember 
me kindly to all my friends with you, but who you 

1  Pitt had succeeded to Addington in May. 
2  V.-Adml. Comte Honoré Ganteaume. 
3  Melville replaced St. Vincent on 15th May. 
4  The last promotion of Captains to the Flag list had 

been made on z Jan. i8oi, and on i Jan. 1804 only two 
Rear Admirals were left in the junior colour, ` of the Blue.' 
On 23 April, 1804, just before Addington and St. Vincent went 
out of office, 3o promotions were made, nine of whom, 
including Pellew, passed direct to the White. Among the 
remaining 21 Blues were Geo. Murray, Sutton, Cochrane, 
Troubridge and Louis, who was last of the batch. Nelson 
passed from Blue to White on the list of Vice-Admirals. 
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have we are ignorant. I am truly sorr[y] for dear 
good Davison, 1  but it cannot now be helped. 

9 weeks since I have heard from Gib , . 8 weeks 
from Malta. If you communicate with the Com-
missioner's family at Plyo. 2  say that White is gone 
to Naples to take command of the Kent and 
proceed directly to England, the latter end of 
September he may be expected. He is a very 
excellent man and good officer and we all regret 
parting with him. 

Honb'e• Rear Adm'• Cochrane, 
off Ferrol. 

[Endorsed by Rear Admiral Sir Richard 
Bickerton, Nelson's second in command.] 

I wish you success. 
R. BICKERTON. 

3. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory, 12th Sept., 1804. 
My dear Admiral, —A few days ago I was 

favoured with your obliging letter of Augte loth 
since the writing of which both Fisgard and 
Spencer have joined us, Gibraltar, Kent (White) 
Triumph Narcissus and Maidstone are gone and 
going for England, and before Xmas both Renown 
and Superb will probably be relieved. 

I think the french will some day send their 
fleets to sea and that the West Indies, if the 
Russian [s] get their Black Sea fleet into the 
Med.., is more likely for them to hurt us in, than 
this country. We have but few troops to defend 
our Islands and recent conquests, 10 or I2000 
french troops would injure us there more than in 

1  Alexander Davison : sentenced in April to 12 months' 
imprisonment for bribery at Ilchester Election in 1803. 

2  Plymouth. 
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any other part of the World,' for we could not 
send troops to face them from home, and that 
number to france is like a drop of water in the 
ocean. Monsieur La Touche has slipt thro' my 
fingers, he died a natural death. 2  By Paris we 
get late English news, that is enough for us to 
know that England is yet safe, 9 days from Paris 
to the VictY. off Toulon. We are all healthy except 
the Physician to the fleet 3  and myself, and I think 
we are mending, our weather this last fortnight has 
been very fine such as I have not seen since my 
arrival in the Med.. 

Ad'. Murray desires me to say that he has 
wrote to Ball 4  to get you a jack ass fit for business 
and that he will do the needful about the Marsala 
wine, I will not at this time offer my services, for 
before your answer can arrive probably I shall be 
upon my passage home. The Dons are very civil 
on this side and I believe their earnest desire is 
peace, 5  for if the Americans and us go to war with 
them I think they will lose America and probably 
Spain. France will take care of one and America 
take by force the other. Remember me most 
kindly to Fremantle and Wallis of the Naiad and 
I beg my best compliments to your companions, 
and believe me ever My Dear Admiral your most 
obliged Friend 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 

Sir Rd ' Bickerton, Adi• Cam[p]bell, Strachan, 
&c. thank you for your remembrances of them. 

Honb'e. Rear Admiral Cochrane, 
Ferrol. 

1  Cf. Dundas to Spencer, 24 Aug. 1796. Spencer Papers I, 
31 7. 

2  He died on board the Bucentaure on 19 August. 
3  Dr. John Snipe. 
4  Captain Sir Alexander Ball, then Governor of Malta. 
5  They declared war on 12 Dec. 1804. 
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4. ADMIRALTY TO . NELSON 

Secret. 

By the Commissioners for executing the Office of 
Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, &c. 

WHEREAS we have received Intelligence that 
a Squadron of French Ships consisting of Eleven 
Sail of the Line, seven Frigates and two Brigs, 
sailed from Toulon and passed the Straits of 
Gibraltar on the 9th of last month ; your Lord-
ship is hereby required and directed to leave in 
the Mediterranean under the orders of the Flag 
Officer next in Seniority to yourself, as many of 
the Line of Battle Ships and Frigates belonging 
to the Squadron under your Command as you 
may judge necessary for the purpose of watching 
the Enemy at the Ports of Toulon and Carthagena ; 
and having given to the said Flag Officer such 
Instructions for his guidance as you may judge 
necessary, Your Lordship is to proceed with the 
remainder of your Squadron off Cadiz, where you 
are to leave the Ships and Sloops mentioned in the 
margin [Lively, Amphion, off Cadiz. Another 
Frigate and two Sloops] with Orders to the Senior 
Captain to watch the progress of the Equipment 
of the Enemy's ships at that Port, and to give 
notice of their movements to the Officer Com-
manding the Squadron of His Majesty's Ships 
off Ferrol, and also to our Secretary for our 
information. 

Having proceeded off Cadiz and stationed the 
Ships as abovementioned, your Lordship is to lose 
no time in repairing with the Ships which may be 
with you, off Ushant, and upon joining the 
Squadron under the Orders of the Rt. Honbie. 
Lord Gardner, Admiral of the Blue, put yourself 
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under his Lordship's Command and follow his 
Orders for your further proceedings. 

In case your Lordship should be desirous of 
continuing in the Command of His Majesty's Ships 
in the Mediterranean, you are at liberty so to do, 
sending such Ships as may not be necessary to 
employ for the purpose of watching the motions 
of the Enemy at Toulon, Carthagena and Cadiz, to 
join Lord Gardner off Ushant. 

Given Under Our Hands the 9th May 1805. 
BARHAM 
J. GAMBIER 
PHILIP PATTON 
EVAN NEPEAN 

To 
The Rt. Hble. Lord Viscount Nelson, K.B., 

Vice Admiral of the White, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Mediterranean. 

By Command of their Lordships. 
Wm. Marsden. 

5. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory, off Cape St. Vincent, 
loth May, 1805. 

Sir, —I arrived off here yesterday but am 
entirely ignorant of the destination of the enemy. 
But as our West India possessions must be in 
great danger should that be the enemy's destination 
I have determined to proceed there with the ten 
sail of the line under my orders and am steering 
for Barbados as the place most likely to procure 
information, and probably to form a junction with 
you, and you may expect to see me a very short 
time after the receipt of this letter 1  ; as the ships 

1 Nelson arrived on 4 June. 
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I bring will want nothing I shall not anchor, and 
request that you will weigh upon the fleet's being 
seen, in order that we may get at the enemy before 
he is aware of my junction with you. I have 
requested Lord Seaforth 1  to lay an Embargo upon 
all vessels, that the enemy may not get notice of 
my approach, and should you not be at Barbados 
I have requested His Lordship to open and read 
this letter. 

I am, Sir, 
with great respect your most obedient 

Servant, 
NELSON AND BRONTE. 

Honb1e• Rear Admiral Cochrane. 

6. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory, 29th May, 1805. 
My dear Sir,—Should the enemy's combined 

Squadron have called at Martinico and taken the 
Squadron which came from Rochford with them 
their force will be 24 Sail of the Line, it will 
therefore be necessary for me to take the whole 
of your Squadron with me and then I shall only 
be 16 Sail of the Line. If any Island within your 
command be their object of attack of course you 
will proceed with the fleet, but should Jamaica be 
their object I then submit it to you to either 
proceed with the fleet in pursuit of the enemy or 
to hoist your flag on board a frigate of your 
Squadron. If your choice is the former you will 
leave such instructions as you may judge proper 
for the senior officer carrying on the service. If 
the latter you will shift your flag that the North- 

1  Governor of Barbados. 
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umberland may not be detained for I shall certainly 
not anchor at Barbadoes. 

I state my intentions on the presumption that 
the enemy is in the West Indies. If they are not 
I shall return to the Med.. with all expedition. 

I am ever My Dear Sir with the highest respect 
your most faithful humble Servant, 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 

The Martin I take for granted arrived safe ; 
but I send a duplicate of my letter by her. 

Honb1e• Rear Adl• Cochrane. 

7. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory, 4th June, 1805. 
My dear Sir, We have been a long while 

working up, and I fear that all the Troops will 
not get on board this evening, therefore perhaps 
Sir William Myers 1  and his suite had rather take 
daylight in the morning, but I am ready to 
receive them at any hour in the night. 

With respect to your frigates, leave a line of 
what number you think are necessary to cruise to 
windward of Barbadoes to cover expected convoys 
and desire the others to join us, in short direct 
them as you would if I was not here. 

In whatever manner you think Diamond Rock 2  
can be relieved direct a proper force for that 
purpose, probably if something goes for the Jason 
she could relieve it I suppose all the french 
frigates from the numbers seen are gone with the 

1  Lt.-General. For circumstances in which he accom-
panied the expedition, see Campaign of Trafalgar, p. 161. 

2  It had been captured only the day before by a detach-
ment of Villeneuve's fleet. 
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fleet. I shall give up moving until after daylight 
for I see it is impossible the Troops can be on 
board until very late in the night if even then. 

If you still think of sending the Sloop to 
England this night my dispatches are ready. 

I am ever My Dear Admiral 
Yours faithfully, 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 
Honb'e. Rear Ad'. Cochrane. 

8. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

By the Right Honble. Lord Viscount Nelson, K.B., 
Duke of Bronte in Sicily, Knight of the Great 
Cross of St. Ferdinand and of Merit, Knight 
of the Order of the Crescent and of the Illustrious 
Order of St. Joachim, Vice Admiral of the 
White, &c., &c. 

You are hereby required and Instructed to put 
yourself (and the ships composing your Squadron) 
under my Command, and follow and obey all such 
orders and directions as you shall from time to 
time receive from me for His Majesty's Service. 

Given on board the Victory off Barbadoes 
the 4th June 18o5. 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 
To the Honble. Alex. Cochrane 

Rear Admiral of the Blue. 
&c. &c. &c. 

Northumberland. 

By Command of the Vice Admiral. 
John Scott. 
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9. ARRANGEMENT FOR EMBARKATION OF TROOPS 
AT BARBADOS ON BOARD THE SHIPS UNDER 
THE COMMAND OF LORD NELSON, 4th JUNE, 
1805. 

Victory to take x5o and three} 
Royal Artillery guns 	J 

Northumberland 
5o Royal Artillery and 3 guns 
2 Comps. 96 Regt. under Major 

Cochrane to leeward. 
Canopus 

4 Comps • 96 Regt.—Lt. Col. 
Conran 

Spencer 
2 Comp s 

 • 96 Reg t. and the black 
artif s • and pioneers. 

Leviathan 
2 Comps • 96 Regt. 5o Men 

4 Wt.  Ind. 
Swiftsure 

150-4 Wt. Ind. Regt. 
Donegal 

3 Comps. 15 Regt. Lt. Col. 
Barry. 

Conqueror 
3 Comps. 15 Reg t. 

Superb 
2 Comps. 15 Regt. 

Bellisle 
6 W.I. Regt. One half of the 

Detachments. 	 the fore. 
Tigre 	 Weft at the main and 

6 Wt.  Ind. Regt. i half of the 	a red pennant at 
detachments. 	 the fore. 

SIGNAL 

White at the fore. 

Blue at the mizen. 

Blue at the mizen 
with a white St. 
George's ensign. 

A weft at the mizen 
peak. 

Weft at the mizen top 
mast head. 

} Weft at the main. 

Weft at the fore. 

Weft at the fore, and 
a white pennant at 
the main. 

Weft at the fore and 
a red pennant at the 
main. 

Weft at the main and 
white pennant at 
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SIGNAL 
Spartiate 	 Weft at the main and 

	

Medical Staff & Royal Mila• 	blue pennant at the 

	

Artificers. 15 Reg t. i Comps • 	fore. 
The guns to embark one half on board the Victory and 

half in the Northumberland. 

10. ADML. COCHRANE'S OBSERVATIONS TO LORD 
NELSON RESPECTING THE ENEMY THE 
8th JUNE, 1805. 

If the French and Spanish Squadrons actually 
sailed from Martinique upon the evening of the 
28th ult°, and no intelligence can be obtained of 
them either at Granada or Antigua, my opinion 
is that they are gone to St. Domingo to land their 
troops either by separating from the Spaniards 
when off S(anta) Cruz—the latter squadron going 
to St. Juan de puerto Rico in order to put on shore 
the troops they have on board as a reinforcement 
to that Garrison. Then proceed to Leeward and 
rejoin the French off St. Domingo or in the Mona 
passage. Otherwise that the whole of the com-
bined Squads• will first call off St. Juan and from 
thence to St. Domingo, land their troops and then 
proceed direct to Europe most likely rendezvousing 
at Ferrol for the double purpose of attacking with 
advantage the squadron of that part as also to 
form a junction with the French and Spanish 
Squadrons—which will increase their force to 
twenty seven Sail of the Line at least, even allow-
ing that the St. Raphiel is sent to the Havanna. 
With this united force Brest appears to me to be 
their next object where they will be greatly 
superior to any force that can be opposed to them 
for a length of time and of course be enabled to 
make good their long threatened invasion. 
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The troops they have on board are not sufficient 
for the reduction of Jamaica where there is about 
300o regulars besides a numerous militia. 

The best places to obtain information from 
are Tortola and St. Thomases. A small vessel 
should also be sent to Santa) Cruz. 

11. GENERAL ORDER 

Victory, gth June, 1805, 
off Grenada. 

General. 

To the Captains of frigates and Commanders 
of Sloops coming to join the fleet. 

If the fleet is not wanted at Grenada, I shall 
proceed towards St. Vincent and from thence to 
Le Gros Islet. Of course you will approach with 
proper caution making the signal to the Island. 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 

To be copied and left with Capt. Edgcombe of 
the Heron, and if he is not there or any of His 
M aj estys Ships, with Capt. Kemp, Agent for 
Transport, and he is desired to take it to every 
ship arriving at Barbadoes. 

12. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory, 11th June, 1805. 

My dear Admiral, Capt. Champaigne 1  reports 
that (a part) 16 sail of Ship were seen on Saturday 
morning working to windward under Guadalupe 
and that they took mortars on board, farther 

1 Captain W. B. Champain of the Jason. According to 
Nelson's letter to Admiralty of same date (Nicolas, vi. 45 1) 
it was the whole fleet that was seen. 
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I know nothing, I shall stand and communicate 
with Antigua, farther I know not, nor can guess 
at our future movements. 

Ever My Dear Admiral, 
Yours faithfully, 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 

I beg to be remembered to Capt. Tobin, 1 
 I should like to see him. 

Honb'e• Rear Ad'. Cochrane. 

13. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory at Sea the i i th June, 1805. 
Sir,—Having ordered Captain Tobin to receive 

the black General and Servant named in the 
Margin [Joseph Chretien. Petet Desirée] on board 
the Northumberland and victual them the same 
as his ship's Company 'till an opportunity offers 
of sending them to Jamaica, I am to request you 
will be so good as order the said Men a passage 
to Jamaica in the very first Vessel of War going 
there, and to be borne as supernumeraries for 
victuals only as above. 

I have given the said black General a letter 
for Rear Admiral Dacres which he is directed to 
deliver to him personally, in order that himself 
and servant may be sent to St. Domingo as early 
after their arrival at Jamaica as possible. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir,  

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
NELSON AND BRONTE. 

The Honble• Rear Adm'• Cochrane, 
Northumberland. 

I George Tobin, Cochrane's Flag Captain. 
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14. NELSON TO COCHRANE 

Victory, St. Johns, Antigua, 
13th June, 18o5. 

My dear Admiral,—Should the expected rein-
forcements when they arrive be found unnecessary 
to be kept, and you determine upon sending them 
home again, I venture to suggest that it may be 
advantageous to His Majesty's Service if the 
Squadron or some part of them called off Cape 
St. Vincent or Lisbon to know if their assistance 
might not be wanted off Cadiz or in the Mediter-
ranean, as the combined fleet in that quarter will 
be full thirty Sail of the Line ; the loss of time 
cannot probably exceed one week in lengthening 
their passage to England. I only presume to 
mention this rout [e] as the matter strikes me. 
Circumstances and orders may very properly 
induce you not to attend to this suggestion. 
Wishing you My Dear Admiral every success 
which your zeal and activity so much merit, and 
thanking you most sincerely for your cordial 
co-operation I remain with the Highest Esteem and 
regard your most obliged and faithful friend 

NELSON AND BRONTE. 
Honbie. Rear Ad'. Cochrane. 


